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One Health and U.S. EPA Statutory Authorities 
Tonya Nichols, Garland Waleko, Anna Sjodin, Lauren Davis, Laetitia Meyrueix, Vicki Sandiford, Ava Mckallip 

Learn More About 
One Health 

US EPA One Health Coordination Team, Office of Research and Development (ORD),  USA. 

The views expressed in this poster are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views or policies of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Garland Waleko l waleko.garland@epa.gov 

EPA Mission and One Health EPA Authorizing Statutes and One Health Statutory Provision Highlights 

EPA’s mission is to protect 
human health and to safeguard 
the natural environment – air, 
water, and land – upon which 

One Health is an approach to 
protecting health that 

life depends and the environment 

recognizes the interconnection 
between people, animals, plants 

The statutes authorize EPA to protect human health and the environment. Other One 
Health elements are also consistently found in the statutory definitions and concepts 
or policy statements that serve as the standards by which EPA is directed to act. 

A One Health approach is compatible with and enhances EPA’s existing work 

One Health 
Element 

Example: 
‘welfare’ 

Statutory 
Provisions 

require actions or 
decisions by EPA 

First, EPA must 
consider a statutory 
definition, concept, 

and/or policy 
statement in order to 

act or decide 
Example: 

criteria setting for 
National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards 
(CAA) 

Example Definition: 
‘Welfare’ 
“... includes, but is not 
limited to, effects on soils,
water, crops, vegetation,
manmade materials, 
animals, wildlife, weather, 

Statutory Definitions, Concepts, 
and/or Policy Statements 

visibility, and climate, 
damage to and deterioration 
of property, and hazards to 
transportation, as well as 
effects on economic values 
and on personal comfort and 
well-being...” 42 U.S.C.§ 
7602(h) (CAA) 

Example 
Concept: 
[do not] 

‘endanger 
public health 
or welfare’ 

(CAA) 

Other example One 
Health Elements: under the law, contributing to: comprehensive analysis, effective and durable 

Environment  Public 
solutions, improved decision making, and increased efficiency Health  Susceptibility 

 Other Species 
Natural Systems 
Interconnection EPA’s Authorizing Statutes 

Control Act (TSCA)) Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 

Air Water 

Land 

Resource Conservation and 
Clean Water Act (CWA) Recovery Act (RCRA) 

Clean Air Act (CAA) 

Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and 
Liability Act (CERCLA) 

Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, 
and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 

Toxic Substances 
‘Natural resources’ ‘Fishable/swimmable standard’ 

Statutory Definitions Highlights 

‘means land, fish, wildlife, biota, air, is based on the goal of “water quality which 
water, ground water, drinking water provides for the protection and propagation of 
supplies, and other such resources...’ fish, shellfish, and wildlife and provides for 
42 USC 9601(16) (CERCLA) recreation in and on the water”. 33 U.S.C. § 

1251(a)(2) (CWA) 
‘Environment’ 
‘... includes water, air, land, ‘...susceptible subpopulations’ 
and all plants and man and ‘...may be at a greater risk than the general population 
other animals living therein, to adverse health effects from exposure to a chemical 
and the interrelationships substance or mixture. This includes infants and children, 
which exist among these. 7 pregnant women, workers, the elderly.’ 15 U.S.C 
U.S.C. § 136 (j) (FIFRA) §2602(12) (TSCA) 

Criteria and Standard Setting 

– National Ambient Air Quality 
Standards, New Source Performance 
Standards, Vehicle Emissions, National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air 
Pollutants 

– hazardous substances, National 
Priorities List, Remedies/Response/Removal, 
Abatement, Superfund $, Liability, natural 
resource damages 

– National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System, water quality and 
designated use, toxics, dredge &fill, sewage 
sludge 

– National Primary Drinking Water 
Regulations, drinking water source protection 

Rulemaking, Standard 
Setting, and 
Regulation 

– new 
chemicals, existing 
chemicals, data 
requirements 

Regulation 

– Registration, 
Suspension, 
Cancellation,  waivers, 
data requirements, 
public health 
pesticides 

One Health Elements Across Statutes 

Interconnection 

Welfare Susceptible 
populations 

SDWA 

mailto:waleko.garland@epa.gov

	Slide Number 1



