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Introduction 
• Quantification of environmental 

performance 
– Multi-criteria claims * EPDs 
– Single-criteria claims * CFPs 

• Variable Choices (data, boundaries, 
impacts) 

• Standards  
– ISO 14025, BP X30-323  
– PAS 2050, TQ 0100, ISO 14067, GHG Protocol 

• Insufficient Specificity 
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Introduction 
• International EPD & CFP programs 

– 13 programs that create PCRs 
– Uncoordinated & non-systematic 

• DUPLICITY of PCRs 
• Addressing potential problems 

– PCR Task Force (Carbon Footprint World Forum) 

– PCR Committee (ACLCA) 
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Goal 
• Methodologically analyze 

– Select duplicate PCRs 
– Comparable & divergent criteria 
– Sources for disparities 

• Propose a path towards PCR alignment   
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Method: Selected PCRs 
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Laundry detergent 
• KEITI (Korea)  
• JEMAI (Japan)  
• IES (Sweden)  
• TSC (United 

States) 

Milk/Dairy 
• Dairy Co (UK),  
• IES (Sweden) 

Wood particle board 
• IBU (Germany)  
• IES (Sweden) 

Horticulture 
• JEMAI (Japan),  
• BSI (UK/Netherlands)  
• IES (Sweden) 
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PCR Comparison Template 
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Comparison of PCRs 
• Comment section to highlight ambiguity 
• Review 

– Internal + Authors 
• Summarized comparisons 

– Disparities between PCRs 
– Sources of disparities 
– Spread of disparities from different programs 
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Results 
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Sources of inconsistencies 

1. Difference in purpose 

2. Difference in overarching general 

standards 

3. Difference in product classification 

4. Problems with independent development 
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Product Classification 
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Challenges to PCR Comparison 

• Program Operator rules unavailable 

• Different document structures 

• Varying levels in detail of content 

• Differing terminology 

• Translation issues 
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Towards Global Alignment 
ISO 14025 states “Programme operators 
should facilitate harmonization when 
developing PCR for a product category by 
considering the adoption of readily available 
PCR documents in the same product category 
and in the appropriate market area. However, 
there may be valid reasons for developing PCR 
documents that have a different content from 
those that already exist. The justification for 
differing from existing PCR shall be based on 
content...and…not…on the origin of any 
particular PCR”. 
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Towards Global Alignment 
• Benefits 

– Global supply chains 

– Legitimacy of environmental labels 

– Comparability across international programs 

– Use of claims in international trade 

conventions 

– Sustainable consumption & production 
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Suggestions for global align… 
 

1. PCR documents 
 

2. Program Operators 
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General guidance doc for all PCRs 
• Promote alignment of PCRs developed for 

different purposes  
 

• Provide guidance on how different types of 
programs can adopt aspects of other 
PCRs  
 

• Provide greater specificity on the content 
of PCRs and guidance on the level of 
detail/prescriptiveness required (build on 14025) 
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Alignment amongst POs 

• Facilitation of collaboration 

• Process for external review of PCRs 

• Language translation 
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Thank you! 

Questions and comments: 
 
Wesley Ingwersen, ingwersen.wesley@epa.gov 
Heather Collie, heather.collie@defra.gsi.gov.uk 
Connie Hensler, 

connie.hensler@interfaceglobal.com 
Vee Subramanian, vee.subramanian@asu.edu 
  
   
 
 

DISCLAIMER: This research does not necessarily reflect the views of The Sustainability Consortium, U.S. 
EPA, Interface Inc., or Defra (U.K.), and no official endorsement should be inferred. Mention of trade 
names does not constitute endorsement or recommendation for use.  
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