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Background on the Caño Martín Peña and Proyecto ENLACE del Caño 
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EPA & the Caño Martín Peña 
EPA’s Smart Growth Implementation Assistance Program 
Community Design Process & Concept Designs 
Current Status and Next Steps 
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Caño Martín Peña, 2002

Caño Martín Peña, 1936A Changing Landscape



Existing Conditions

Neighborhoods in the CMP face higher rates of frequent flooding 



Areas Without Sanitary Sewer System (2014)
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Neighborhoods in the CMP face 
higher rates of frequent flooding 
(World Habitat, 2015)



Planning-Action-Reflection
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Proyecto ENLACE del Caño Martín Peña
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Fideicomiso de la Tierra
- Economic development
- Land ownership
- Prevents gentrification
- Reduces costs
- International model



Comprehensive Development and Land Use Plan 
For The Caño Martín Peña Special Planning District

Community Goals 

1. Implement Comprehensive 
Development and Land Use 
Plan.

2. Implement Sewage System

3. Dredge the Channel 

4. *Design Stormwater
Management Facilities (EPA 
Technical Assistance)

5. Relocate homes in high risk 
flood zones 

6. Prevent Displacement



Urban Waters - Caño Martín Peña: 
https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/urban-waters-and-cano-martin-pena-martin-pena-channel-puerto-rico

National Estuary Program: 
https://www.epa.gov/nep/overview-national-estuary-program

https://www.epa.gov/urbanwaterspartners/urban-waters-and-cano-martin-pena-martin-pena-channel-puerto-rico
https://www.epa.gov/nep/overview-national-estuary-program


Smart Growth Implementation Assistance 

Goals: 
• Supporting communities interested in implementing smart 

growth policies.
• Identifying common barriers and opportunities for smart growth 

development.
• Creating tools other communities can use.

*Program Website: https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-growth-implementation-assistance

https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-growth-implementation-assistance










Caño Martín Peña and Flood Risk Maps



















Next Steps

• Sign agreement for $3.31 million grant:
• State Revolving Fund (SRF) with the local SRF Program (PR Environmental Quality Board)

• Publish Request For Proposal (RFP) that includes:
• Comprehensive Water Management Plan for the Northern Region of Caño Martín Peña (Design) 

pre-development studies/H&H analysis of the channel
• Buena Vista & Sector San Ciprián SSS & Storm Water Sewer System - San Juan (Design)
• Baseball Park and Subsoil improvements & Storm Sewer Control of Buena Vista Community 

(Design & Construction)

• Sharing lessons learned with other communities

• Challenges:
• Coordinating with the USACE on design and implementation of the water plazas.
• Confirm the feasibility of design and implement Green Infrastructure strategies taking in 

consideration; high water table, poor soil conditions, high densely populated area, cost and time 
frame limit, integration with comprehensive development plan and resilient and climate change 
goals.



Thank you!

Email:

Smart Growth Implementation Assistance project report for the Caño Martín Peña 
(English & Spanish):

https://www.epa.gov/pr/smart-growth-implementation-assistance-cano-martin-pena-san-juan-puerto-rico

Jason Bernagros: 
Email:bernagros.jason@epa.gov
Phone: 202-566-1671 

Wes Michaels: 
Email: wes@smm.studio
Phone: 504-218-8991

Carlos Muñiz Pérez: 
 cmuniz@martinpena.org

Phone: 787-729-1594

mailto:berner.Jason@epa.gov
mailto:wes@smm.studio
mailto:cmuniz@martinpena.org
https://www.epa.gov/pr/smart-growth-implementation-assistance-cano-martin-pena-san-juan-puerto-rico
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