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Natural resource management agencies, conservation organizations and other stakeholders are
facing increasingly complex environmental challenges that require coordinated management
actions at regional and landscape levels. To address these challenges, integrated multi-
disciplinary regional science-management partnerships are required. Recognizing this need,
the Department of the Interior is working with partners to develop a coordinated national
network of Landscape Conservation Cooperatives (LCC) focused on issues such as habitat loss
and fragmentation, genetic isolation, invasive species, reduced water quality and quantity, and
the effects of accelerating climate change which may exacerbate many of these stressors. The
LCCs are self-directed partnerships of federal agencies, states, tribes and non-governmental
organizations that will link science with conservation actions to address climate change and
other stressors within and across landscapes. LCCs will facilitate partners working together to
synthesize regional science priority needs and resources to jointly develop the science and
decision support tools needed to sustain landscape functions, habitats and species within an
adaptive management framework. We present the North Atlantic LCC as an example to
demonstrate how a regional LCC partnership operates. The North Atlantic LCC is a useful
example because it operates in a region with enormous geographical and climatic diversity
within a relatively small area. The North Atlantic LCC comprises 13 states, the District of
Columbia and 12 federally recognized tribes, and neighboring Canadian partners. While the 13
Northeast states account for less than 7 percent of the U.S. landmass, almost 17 percent of the
nation’s population resides within the North Atlantic LCC.
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