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I. Implementation Review — Executive Summary

A. NEP Achievements

From January 2001 through December 2003, BTNEP made significant progress on
implementation of its Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP). A summary of
the BTNEP Program Office’s more notable accomplishments during this period follows, organized
according to the four major sections of the CCMP; mote detailed information on these activities can
be found within the Implementation Tracking System section of this report (and in Appendix D).
Although many of these accomplishments can be listed under multiple sections, they are included
only under the most relevant section to avoid duplication.

Coordinated Planning and Implementation
® The BTNEP Management Conference held 12 meetings during the review period.
® BTNEP has significantly increased stakeholder participation through numerous meetings
of vatious Action Plan Teams during the review period.
A Permit Information and Training Center was established in Jefferson Parish, LA.
BTNEP has coordinated the response to the brown marsh phenomenon, via the
Program’s Scientific Technical Committee.
® BTNEP serves as 2 member of the Davis Pond Interagency Advisory Commuttee.
BTNEDP has established an Invasive Species Coordinator position.
e BTNEP re-structured the Qutreach Program, creating a Formal Education Coordinator
position and a2 Community Relations Coordinator position.
® The Program Office continues to coordinate with othet programs and partners,
including:
» The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act Task Fotce and
Outreach Committee;
The Gulf of Mexico Program;
Other National Estuary Programs;
The National Park Service;
The National Resources Consetvation Service;
The Nature Conservancy;
Americorps on the Bayou;
Restore or Retreat;
Local parish governments.

YVVVVVVVYY

Ecological Management
® The Program Office sponsored or co-sponsored workshops during the review period,
including:

» The Environmental Indicators Wotkshop in June 2001;
» The Bayou Lafourche Symposium in Fall 2002.

® The Program Office supported numerous trestoration projects and Initiated numerous
sclentific projects during the review period, including:
» The Davis Pond Freshwatet Divetsion project;
» The Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration project;
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The Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection for Conservation,
Restoration, and Enhancement of Neotropical Bird Habitat project;

Completion of the 1% year’s data collections under the Shellfish Challenge
Redirection of Storm Water Pump Discharge project;

Completon of the booklet Spill Prevention: Invest Now or Pay Later,

Initiation of the contract and completion of fall sampling for the Habitat
Importance of Vallisneria Beds project;

The Vegetative Model For Restoration, Consetvation, and Habitat Enhancement

on Beneficial-Use Dredge Sediments project;
> ’T‘]’\Fh Tnﬂnpnrp of r‘]'\nf\hnf_”aﬂrpefnr" Gerean Cans Recidn
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Sugarcane Production and Agricultural Runoff project;
» Numerous vegetative planting projects.

vV VYV VYV 'V

e The BTNEP website (www.btnep.otg) was redesigned to focus on key issues now being
addressed through the Program, and to allow easier updating of site information.
e The Program Office continued development and implementation of the Data

Information and Management System to archive and disseminate information about the
BTES.

Sustained Recognition and Citizen Involvement

® The Program Office ovetsaw development and distribution of several public outreach
documents and educational materials (see Appendix A for a complete list of educational
materials available for distribution), including:

» The repott Healthy Estuary, Healthy Economy, Healthy Communities. .. Environmental

Indicators in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary System, 2002;

» Tidal Graph Calendars for 2002 and 2003;

» The educational product Sals Marsh Habitats of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary;

» The booklet Spill Prevention: Invest Now or Pay Later,

» A migratory and resident bird video.

e BTNEP staff conducted numerous presentations and interviews to further
understanding of BTNEP activities and critical issues in the BTES (see Appendix B for a
complete listing of staff presentations and participation in community events).

e BTNEP has worked closely with several national educational efforts (e.g., projects with
the Jason Foundation for Education and America’s Wetlands).

The BTNEP email newsletter Crablznes was re-instituted.

The Program Office hired a full-time Community Relations Coordinator position.
The Program Office hosted ot co-hosted a number of camps and public outreach and
education events duting the review period, including:

> La Féte d’E",cologie festivals in September 2001, 2002, and 2003;

» Back to the Bayou five-day paddling trips on Bayou Lafourche in November

2001, 2002, and 2003;

» A tour of Bayou Lafourche for the American Trial Lawyers Association;

» A tour of Terrebonne Parish, following the proposed lines for the “Morganza to
the Gulf” restoration feasibility study, for Management Conference members
and legislators;

A program entitled “The Barataria Basins and the Opportunity for a Third Delta:
A Technical Review”;
» One of the State of Louisiana’s LCA public meetings;

A\
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Coastal Roots Educator Workshops in 2002 and 2003;

Project STEPS (Students and Teachers as Educational Partners in Science)
Workshops in 2001, 2002, and twice in 2003;

A Citizen Monitoting Wotkshop (in conjunction with EPA and the Center for
Marine Conservation);

» The Marsh Maneuvers camp in July 2001, 2002, and 2003.

vV VYV

Economic Growth
e The Program Office began coordination of the development of a Louisiana Coastal
Birding Trail and a Mississippi River Birding Trail, via provision of initial seed money to
develop trails and educational kiosks.
e BTNEP co-hosted the 1% Annual Wings over the Wetlands festival in October 2003.
e BTNEP co-hosted Migratory Bird Day celebrations in April 2001, 2002, and 2003.
e BTNEP continued efforts on the Marsh Upwelling Wastewater Treatment System.

B. Previously Identified Challenges

Following the 2001 Implementation Review, USEPA determined that two main areas required
additional emphasis by BTINEP: priotity setting and secuting additional funds. Currently, 21 of the
51 Action Plans remain as irnpleméntation ptiorities; these priority Action Plans allow BTNEP to
focus implementation efforts on the most critical and most opportune Action Plans. It is important
to note that while the Management Conference has highlighted the 21 priority Action Plans (Table
ES-1), implementation progtess on all 51 Action Plans is actively encouraged, and significant
progress has been made on many Action Plans not designated as priotities. The Management
Conference also has consistently encouraged, and supported whenever feasible, adjunct actions that
fulfill the “intent” of an Action Plan, even if the actions do not match the specific objectives and/or
steps described in the CCMP.

BTNEP has made progress on identifying and procuring additional funding sources, outside of
Section 320 funds (Table ES-2). Over the past three fiscal years, BINEP has obtained more than
$1 million in state general funds through BTNEP’s administrative organizations (LDEQ in 2001,
LUMCON 1n 2002 and 2003). In addition, BTINEP has obtained funding from other federal
programs such as the Gulf of Mexico Program, the Gulf of Mexico Foundation, and the National
Fish and Wildlife Federation, as well as additional state funding through the Louisiana Board of
Regents and the Department of Natural Resources. BTNEP will continue to identify other potential
funding sources, and work towards increasing the amount of additional funding the NEP receives.
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TABLE ES-1. Priority Action Plans

PI-1/2/3: Continue the Management Conference; establish points-of-contact throughout the state
for CCMP implementation; maintain the program office and critical staff.

CP-1: Use of participatory decision-making processes at Management Conference meetings; conflict
resolution.

CP-3: Provide education and planning assistance to local officials and planners to ensute sustainable
economic development within the estuary.

CP-5: Establish a periodic evaluation process to assess implementation of the wetlands permitting
process and regulations.

EM-1: Restore the natural hydrology of areas receiving freshwater inflows.

EM-2: Divert freshwater and sediment to decrease salinities and maintain/create marsh.

EM-4: Use of dredged material to create, maintain, and restore marshes.

EM-6: Stabilize shotelines and induce sediment deposition to create, maintain, and restore marshes.

EM-8: Quantitatively estimate sources and loads of nutrient, bacteria, and toxic contaminants within

the estuary.

EM-10: Reduce human sewage discharges to the estuary from treatment plants, rural homes,
unsewered communities, commercial and résidential vessels, and waterfront camps.

EM-18: Create an accessible, centralized data management system.

SR-1: Develop a network of community leaders and teams to support and implement CCMP Action
Plans.

SR-2: Regulatly conduct meetings to involve the public in decisions on estuary issues.
SR-3: Provide citizen involvement opportunities for protecting and managing the estuary.
SR-8: Generate legislator support for estuary issues.

SR-9: Use the media for information dissemination.

SR-11: Provide educational matetials on estuary issues for identified target audiences.
SR-15: Provide continuing environmental education programs.

EG-2: Encourage nature-based tourism and recreation.

EG-6: Identify existing, develop new, and encourage the use of more environmentally sensitive
technologies and business practices.

EG-7: Identify, promote, and provide financial/tax incentives for environmentally sustainable
economic development.
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TABLE ES-2. Soutces of funds (Section 320 and leveraged) for fiscal years 2001-2003.

FY Source of Funds Amount Type of Award
2001 USEPA $330,000 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 (NEP)

LDEQ . $293,033 State General Fund

NRCS $36,300 In-kind Contribution

NFWF $38,900 Shell Grant Fund

Delta Service Corpotation $12,000 In-kind Contribution

TOTAL $710,233  (46% USEPA funds, 54% leveraged funds)
2002 USEPA $340,000 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 (NEP)

LUMCON $305,243  State General Fund

LA Board of Regents $30,000 State Funds

NFWF $4,757 Shell Grant Fund

NOAA $75,000 Maritme Forest Ridge and Marsh Restoration Grant

LDNR $100,000 CIAP Grant

GOMP $101,700 Pointe aux Chien Stormwater Redirection Grant

GOMP $54,000 Non-Indigenous Invasive Species Grant

GOMP $3,250 Vegetative Model for Restoration Yeat 1 Grant

TOTAL $1,083,950 (31% USEPA funds, 69% leveraged funds)
2003 USEPA $310,000 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 (NEP)

USEPA $200,000 Congressional Earmark

LUMCON $310,411 State General Fund

GOMP $101,000 GOMP Grant

LA Board of Regents $30,000 State Funds

GOMP $101,700 Maritime Forest Ridge Grant

LDNR $205,000 Bayou Lafourche Public Qutreach Strategy Grant

 GOMF §90,000 Maritime Forest Ridge Grant

GLPC $500,000 State Funds

UNO $40,000 Barrier Shoreline Report Grant

TOTAL $1,888,111 (27% USEPA funds, 73% leveraged funds)

BTNEP Implementation Review Report
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C. New or Emerging Challenges

One of the challenges constantly posed by working in dynamic estuarine ecosystems 1s that
issues of concern are fluid - new environmental priotities frequently come to the fore, and require
immediate attention. Currently, the overarching environmental issue facing the Barataria-
Terrebonne region, and thus BTNEDP, is the issue of coastal land loss. Recent analyses indicate that
the BTES is disappeating at the rate of 15.4 square miles per year, as wetlands are converted to open
water and bartier islands erode. Since the state of Louisiana has become a more active player in
Louisiana’s coastal land loss issue, and expensive solutions to this tremendous threat to the estuary
are closer at hand, BTNEP will continue to focus more time on this issue (e.g., via attendance and
CCMP-based input at 2 number of meetings being held on this issue). This growing focus of staff

time on the coastal land loss issue will necessarily reduce the amount of time BTNEP can devote to
other activities.

In the previous implementation review, two events were drawing the majority of BTNEP’s
“implementation energy”: Bayou Lafourche Initiative and the brown marsh phenomenon. BTNEP
continues to focus on a wide range of implementation efforts in Bayou Lafourche, a particularly
critical area of the BTES. The Bayou Lafourche Initiative was established to raise awareness among
community members that this heavily impacted area is an ecologically important part of the estuary.
Many public outreach activities have focused on the Bayou Lafourche region (e.g., multiple-day
paddling trips through the region); given the progtess of federal agencies in the design and
engineering of a marsh restoration project involving freshwater flow reintroduction into the bayou,
the program will contmue to stress education and outreach in this region.

The brown marsh issue remained a key issue in the BTES duting this review period. The rapid
die-off of approximately 20,000 acres of Spartina alterniflora — the normally lush and abundant marsh
grass found in the BTES — began in 2000; current reports indicate that approximately 260,000 acres
of marsh have been moderately or severely impacted. BTNEP assumed a lead role in coordinating
the response of multiple groups to this phenomenon (e.g., by convening the BTINEP Scientific
Technical Advisory Committee).

In recent years, BTNEP has begun to focus more energy on restoration projects. In
consideration of the enormous cost of individual coastal restoration projects, BTINEP will
concentrate on areas in which the program can distinguish itself and make a difference. Rather than
expend limited funds toward major, million-dollar projects, the Management Conference has elected
to channel funding towards projects that will effect positive change in the approaches and success of
restoration in the estuary. A key aspect of BINEP’s involvement in restoration issues 1s
demonstration of the NEP’s inclusive process of stakeholder involvement. BITNEP is involved in
conducting applied science progtams to examine restoration techniques using different plant species,
as well as more traditional restoration programs at a number of sites. The Program is also taking on
responsibilities with some of the larger restoration efforts now underway (e.g., by serving on the
Davis Pond Advisory Board and via involvement with the Bayou Lafourche Freshwater Diversion
Project).

BTNEP is involved in the State of Louisiana’s efforts to obtain $10-15 billion dollars through
WRDA 2004, to finance the restoration of Louisiana’s coast as part of the LA Coastal Area Study
process. BINEP has become an active proponent of restoration methods that meet the intent of
the CCMP (such as Pipelne Slurry Delivery of Sediments).

BTNEP Implementation Review Report Page 9
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D. Role of Key Stakeholders in CCMP Implementation

One of the key contributions of BINEP to the Barataria-Terrebonne region and its residents 1s
the provision of a coordinating body for multi-stakeholder involvement. Through BTNEP, 2
broad-based group of stakeholders in the BTES collectively identified seven priority ecological
problems confronting their estuary (Table ES-3) and developed a vision and goals to address these
problems. To meet the Program’s goals, four equally important “pathways” were identified to
address these priority problems: coordinated environmental planning, ecological resources
management, public education and involvement, and sustamable economic growth. Tables ES-4
and ES-5 present the Program’s goals and the organizational structure of the CCMP, which contains
51 mdividual Action Plans.

BTNEP allows for an inclusive process to operate in resource management decision making.
Due to the comprehensive nature of the CCMP, and in order to maintain a regional and consensus-
based approach to implementation, the BINEP Management Conference was maintained after
CCMP completion. The Management Conference, which advises on all aspects of implementation,
consists of representatives of federal, state, and local natural resource agencies, the research
community, local governments, citizens, and other stakeholders. These participants (see Appendix

C for a complete list of current Management Conference members) meet quarterly every year to
discuss relevant issues.

TABLE ES-3. Priority problems in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary System
® Hydrologic modification — human changes to water flows in the estuary.
¢ Reduced sediment flows — reductions in the amount of sediment inputs to the estuary.
e Habitat loss - land loss and marsh detetioration.

e Changes in living resources — population reductions in important species and introductions of

non-native species.
e Eutrophication — too many nutrients in the estuary’s waters.
e Pathogen contamination — untreated sewage and stormwater discharged to the estuary.

e Toxic substances — heavy metals and pesticides in runoff, and oil spills, to the estuary.

To maintain multi-stakeholder involvement in the discussion and implementation of CCMP
Action Plans, BINEP utilizes the Action Plan Team (APT) concept; this concept is described n
greater detail in Section F of this report. In addition, BINEP has fostered strong partnerships
among the numerous entities working within the BTES. This is evident when one considers the
vatiety of organizations involved in CCMP implementation (see Appendix D for a complete
accounting during this review period), including federal agencies (e.g., NOAA, NRCS, GOMP), state
agencies (e.g.,, LDEQ, LDHH), local parish governments, academic institutions (e.g., LSU, Nicholls
State University), and non-governmental organizations (e.g., BTEF).

BTNEP Implementation Review Report Page 10



TABLE ES-4. BTNEP goals
e Forge common ground solutions to estuarine problems.

® Maintain multi-level, long-term, comprehensive watershed planning.
® Create clear, fair, practical, and enforceable regulations.
® DPreserve and restore wetlands and barrier islands.

® Develop and meet water quality standards that adequately protect estuarine resources and human

health.

® Realistically support diverse natural biological communities.

e Create an accessible, comprehensive database with interpreted information for the public.

e  Formulate indicators of estuatine health and balanced usage.

e Implement comprehensive education and awareness programs that enhance public involvement and
maintain cultural heritage.

® Create national recognition and support for the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary.

® Be compatible with natural processes. |

e Promote environmentally responsible economic activities that sustain estuarine resources.

TABLE ES-5. Otganization of the CCMP (sections, sub-sections, and Action Plans)

e Coordinated Planning and Implementation

» Program Implementation Structure — Action Plans PI-1 through PI-3
» Cootdinated Planning — Action Plans CP-1 through CP-5
® Ecological Management
» Habitat Management — Action Plans EM-1 through EM-7
»  Water Quality — Action Plans EM-8 through EM-14
» Living Resources — Action Plans EM-15 and EM-16
»  Accessible and Compatible Data Sets — Action Plan EM-18
® Sustained Recognition and Citizen Involvement
» Citizen Involvement and Participation — Action Plans SR-1 through SR-7
» Public Information and Education — Action Plans SR-8 through SR-13
» K-16 Curriculum — Action Plans SR-14 through SR-17
® Fconomic Growth
» Economic Development — Action Plans EG-1 through EG-3
» Technology Transfer — Action Plans EG-4 through EG-6
» Cooperative Incentives — Action Plans EG-7 and EG-8

BTNEP Implementation Review Report Page 11



E. Barriers to CCMP Implementation

The geographic size (4.2 million acres) and complexity of the Barataria-Terrebonne estuary
remain major challenges in implementing CCMP Action Plans. It is difficult for a small staff to
maintain a handle on the ever-evolving issues inherent to such a large and dynamic ecosystem, and
demands on the Program staff’s available time can be overwhelming. This is especially true as new
issues demand attention, as with the problem of coastal land loss. The Program still does not have
adequate personnel resources to address all the issues requiring attention, although BINEP now
employs seven full-time staff members versus four duting the last review period. This problem has
been compounded by the departure of BINEP’s Invasive Species Coordinator, although it is
anticipated that this vacancy will be filled in early 2004. In addition, Ketry St. Pé was appointed
interim director of LUMCON, BTNEP’s administrative agency, in 2002. While this appointment
has been beneficial in that it has promoted increased interaction and undetstanding between the two
otganizations, it has also increased Mr. St. Pé€’s responsibilities and tesulted in his absence from the
Program Office one day per week. While the addition of Leslie McVeigh in the full-time
Community Relations Coordinator position has greatly improved the ability of the progtam to
facilitate interactions and increase education and outreach with the public, there is still more work to

be done than can be accomplished by BINEP staff.

BTNEP also has faced some administrative difficulties duting the review period. BTINEP
changed administrative agencies from LDEQ to LUMCON in July 2001; this switch, while
beneficial for the long-term implementation of BINEP’s programs, posed some short-term logistic
challenges as email and computer systems were transferred. In addition, the BINEP Program
Office suffered an enormous setback after a hurricane-telated flood in June 2001. Computers,
documents, and records were damaged or destroyed, and other equipment, furniture, and
educational materials were destroyed. Program operations were disrupted for many months, and
staff experienced prolonged computer and network difficulties. As of mid-2002, recovery from this
flood was mostly complete.

F. Facilitation of Community-Based Decision Making

To maintain multi-stakeholder involvement in the discussion and implementation of CCMP
Action Plans (as discussed in Section D above), BINEP utilizes the Action Plan Team (APT)
concept developed in 1998. This concept (agreed upon by the Management Conference) was
developed to further community-based decision making, by allowing for continued increases in the
number and diversity of people involved with CCMP implementation. These APTs serve several

purposes:

e To guide and facilitate implementation of each Action Plan;

® To serve as a mechanism for citizen involvement and ownetship in Action Plan
implementation;

e To foster partnerships by providing an issue-specific resource for other agencies or
groups seeking expertise and public interest;

e To assess and recommend to the Management Conference future projects and funding
needs;

e To ensure the formation of interdisciplinary teams to guide Action Plan implementation.

APTs consist of stakeholders with multi-disciplinary intetests, each of whom has equal voice.
APTs vary in membership size; however, each team includes lead and co-lead support implementers,
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issue experts, and interested residents. These teams meet on an as-needed basis, and all decisions
and recommendations are made through consensus. APT member responsibilities are as follows:

e To guide the development of Requests for Proposals and the selection of contractors;
e To provide direction and review deliverables for projects;

e To steer program resources through recommendations for the development of annual
workplans;

e To assist with tracking implementation progress on the Action Plans.

In summary, members of an APT serve as a resource pool from which BTNEP can draw to help
generate, guide, and review implementation projects related to that Action Plan. APTs provide
targeted opportunities for all stakeholders, including the general public, to be officially involved in
the Barataria-Terrebonne partnership, and to be directly involved in restoring and protecting the
BTES.

G. Summary of Education/Outreach Program

Since its inception, one of the most impotrtant aspects of the BTINEP program has been
educational initiatives, stressing the ecological, economic, and cultural importance of the Barataria-
Terrebonne region. In fact, each of the 51 Action Plans comprising the CCMP requires some aspect
of education and outreach. This focus on education has been one of BTNEP’s strongest niches,
and one that has not been filled adequately by other means or programs.

BTNEP will continue to place a high level of importance on education projects, including
further development and improvement of the Program’s website. Because the internet has become
such an important tool for education and outreach, BTNEP’s website provides a crucial link to the
public. As a result, BTNEP will continue the complete overhaul of the website. The new website,
when complete, will provide information on each of the Program’s focus areas, including habitat
enhancement, water quality, invasive species, and formal and non-formal education and outreach.
These efforts will aid in demonstrating BTNEP’s activities to a wider audience.

A major step forward for BINEP’s education program duting this review period was the hiring
of Leslie McVeigh as BTNEP’s Community Relations Coordinator. This greatly increased the ability
of the program to facilitate interaction with estuary residents in both formal and informal education
and outreach activities.

H. Summary of Finance Plan

BTNEP will continue to obtain funding through business and industry sources as well as from
local, state, and federal sources (Table ES-2). Itis hoped that the non-profit citizens’ arm of
BTNEDP, the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation, will serve as a source of funding for CCMP
implementation activities. BTNEP will also make efforts to seek future support from NOAA,
USEPA (non-Section 320 funds), the Gulf of Mexico Program, foundation grants, and Gulf of
Mexico Fisheries Council. The Program will seek an increase in the Louisiana general fund
approptiation for administration and implementation. The Program also will increase efforts to
secure private partnership funding through business and industry.

Following BTNEP’s successful effort to change its administrative agency from LDEQ to
LUMCON, the Program was able to secute a significant increase in state general funds. Under this
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university setting the Program has much more flexibility to seek additional funding for implementing
CCMP actions.

TABLE ES-6. Project budgets for fiscal years 2001-2003.

FY Project Name Budget
2001 Supplemental Funding $20,000
Sustainable Development Training for Public Officials $44,000
Cooperative Incentives $38,000
Reduction of Impact From Exotic Vegetation $20,000
Woody Plant Species Selection $78,000
Grand Isle Bird Day Festival $10,000
Influence of Cane Trash Residue on Sugarcane Production and Agricultural Runoff $42,500
Habitat Impoxtance of Valfisneria Beds $45,000
Educators Guide $10,000
Great LA Coastal Birding T'rail $5,000
Citizen Education Programs $2,500
Barataria-Terrebonne Calendar $5,000
TOTAL ' $320,000
2002 Supplemental Funding $30,000
Estuary Festival FY 2002 $40,000
Continued Development & Implementation of DIMS $60,000
Assumption Panish Bayou Camps $8,000
Marsh Maneuvers Youth Camps $8,000
Coastal Wetlands Workshops $7,000
Project STEPS $6,000
Sugar Cane Residue $38,325
Woody Species $73,400
Coastal Roots $15,000
Bird Celebration Day $10,000
Curriculum Consolidation & Flyway Poster $12,500
Re-Survey of Wading Bird and Seabird Nesting Colonies in the BT Basins $8,000
3« North American Ormithological Conference $3,775
Self-Guided Field Trps in the BT Estuary $10,000
TOTAL $330,000
2003 BTNEP Personnel $81,600
Indirect Charges $33,364
Travel Funds $10,000
Administrative Funding $50,000
7t Annual “La Féte d’Ecologie” $40,000
Continued Development of DIMS $35,000
Continuation of BINEP Website $37,000
New Land Loss Map $5,000
Grand Isle Bird Day Celebration $10,000
Program Informational Materials $42,336
Prevention Manual $15,000
Maritime Forest Ridge and Marsh Fringe $23,700
Nonpoint Source Project $30,000
Woodlands Trail and Park $30,000
Revitalize Haunted Waters Teacher Guide $15,000
Close Captioning Videos $5,000
Birding Sites of BT $20,000
Project STEPS $15,000
Marsh Maneuvers $4,000
Summer Camps $8,000
TOTAL $510,000
BTNEP Implementation Review Report Page 14



I. Use of Post-CCMP Funding

USEPA has provided a total of $1,180,000 in post-CCMP funding during fiscal years 2001 ‘
through 2003 (Table ES-2). These funds, combined with the State’s matching funds and additional
funds (outside of Section 320 funds) have been used to support the Program Office, compensate
staff, and implement Action Plans m the CCMP through demonstration and implementation
projects. See Table ES-6 for post-CCMP fund allocations to CCMP project budgets in fiscal years
2001 through 2003.
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II. Annual Funding Guidance Reporting Requirements

A. Annual Workplans

BTNEP’s Annual Workplans (2001 through 2004) are summatrized in the following sections of
this report; the original workplans are included in Attachment A.

Goals and Accomplishments

From January 2001 through December 2003, BTNEP made significant progress on
implementation of its Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) and associated
goals (Table 1). A summary of the BINEP Program Office’s more notable accomplishments during
this period follows, organized according to the four major sections of the CCMP; more detailed
information on these activities can be found within the Implementation Tracking System section of
this report (and in Appendix D). Although many of these accomplishments can be listed under
multiple sections, they are included only under the most relevant section to avoid duplication.

TABLE 1. BTNEP Goals

e Forge common ground solutions to estuatine problems.

® Maintain multi-level, long-term, comprehensive watershed planning.
®  Create clear, fair, practical, and enforceable regulations.

® Preserve and restore wetlands and barrier islands.

® Develop and meet water quality standards that adequately protect estuarine resources and human
health.

e Realistically support diverse natural biological communities.
e Create an accessible, comprehensive database with interpreted information for the public.
e Formulate indicators of estuarine health and balanced usage.

e Implement comprehensive education and awareness programs that enhance public involvement and
maintain cultural heritage.

e Create national recognition and support for the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary.
e Be compatible with natural processes.

e Promote environmentally responsible economic activities that sustain estuarine resources.

Coordinated Planning and Implementation
e The BTNEP Management Conference held 12 meetings during the review pertod.

e BTNERP has significantly increased stakeholder participation through numerous meetings
of vatious Action Plan Teams during the review period.

e A Permit Information and Training Center was established in Jefferson Parish, LA.

e BTNEDP has coordinated the response to the brown marsh phenomenon, via the
program’s Scientific Technical Committee.
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® BTNEP serves as a member of the Davis Pond Interagency Advisory Committee.

BTNERP has established an Invasive Species Cootdinator position.

® BTNEP re-structured the Outreach Program, creating a Formal Education Coordinator
position and a Community Relations Coordinator position.

® The Program Office continues to coordinate with other programs and partners,
including:

The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act Task Force and

Outreach Committee;

The Gulf of Mexico Program,;

Other National Estuary Programs;

The National Park Service;

The National Resources Conservation Service;

The Nature Conservancy;

Americorps on the Bayou;

Restore or Retreat;

Local parish governments.

A\

VVVVVVVY

Ecological Management
® The Program Office sponsored or co-sponsored workshops during the review petiod,
including:
» The Environmental Indicators Workshop in June 2001;
» The Bayou Lafourche Symposium in Fall 2002.
® The Program Office supported numerous restoration projects and initiated numerous
scientific projects during the review period, including:
» The Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion project;
The Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration project;
The Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection for Conservation,
Restoration, and Enhancement of Neotropical Bird Habitat project;
Completion of the 1* year’s data collections under the Shellfish Challenge
Redirection of Storm Water Pump Discharge project;
Completion of the booklet Spil/ Prevention: Invest Now or Pay Later,
Initiation of the contract and completion of fall sampling for the Habitat
Importance of Vallisneria Beds project;
The Vegetative Model For Restoration, Conservation, and Habitat Enhancement
on Beneficial-Use Dredge Sediments project;
The Influence of Chopper-Hatvested Green Cane Residue Blankets on
Sugarcane Production and Agricultural Runoff project;
> Numerous vegetative planting projects.

Y V VvV V VYV

e The BTNEP website (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to focus on key issues now being
addressed through the Program, and to allow easier updating of site information.
® The Program Office continued development and implementation of the Data

Information and Management System to archive and disseminate information about the
BTES.
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Sustained Recognition and Citizen Involvement
® The Program Office oversaw development and distribution of several public outreach

documents and educational materials (see Appendix A for a complete list of educational
materials available for distribution), including:

» The repott Healthy Estuary, Healthy Economy, Healthy Communities. .. Environmental
Indicators in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary System, 2002,
Tidal Graph Calendars for 2002 and 2003;
The educational product Sa/t Marsh Habitats of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary,
The booklet Spill Prevention: Invest Now or Pay Later,

o . 1
» A migratory and resident bird video.

VVVY

BTNERP staff conducted numetous presentations and interviews to further
understanding of BINEP activities and critical issues in the BTES (see Appendix B for 2
complete listing of staff presentations and participation in community events).

BTNEP has worked closely with several national educational efforts (e.g., projects with
the Jason Foundation for Education and America’s Wetlands).

The BINEP email newsletter Crablines was re-instituted.

The Program Office hired a full-time Community Relations Coordinator position.

The Program Office hosted or co-hosted a number of camps and public outreach and
education events during the review petiod, including:

La Féte d’Ecologie festivals in September 2001, 2002, and 2003;

Back to the Bayou five-day paddling trips on Bayou Lafourche in November
2001, 2002, and 2003;

A tour of Bayou Lafourche for the American Trial Lawyers Association;

A tour of Terrebonne Parish, following the proposed lines for the “Motganza to
the Gulf” restoration feasibility study, for Management Conference members
and legislators;

A program entitled “The Barataria Basins and the Opportunity for a Third Delta:
A Technical Review”;

One of the State of Louisiana’s LCA public meetings;

Coastal Roots Educator Workshops in 2002 and 2003;

Project STEPS (Students and Teachers as Educational Partners in Science)
Workshops in 2001, 2002, and twice in 2003;

A Citizen Monitoring Workshop (in conjunction with EPA and the Center for
Marine Conservation);

The Marsh Maneuvers camp in July 2001, 2002, and 2003.

vV VY

Y V VYVV V¥V

- Economic Growth

The Program Office began cootdination of the development of a Louisiana Coastal
Birding Trail and a Mississippi River Birding Trail, via provision of initial seed money to
develop trails and educational kiosks.

BTNEP co-hosted the 1* Annual Wings over the Wetlands festival in October 2003.
BINEP co-hosted the Migratory Bird Day celebrations in April 2001, 2002, and 2003.
BTNEP continued efforts on the Marsh Upwelling Wastewater Treatment Systetn.
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Status of Ongoing Projects — Initiated and New

Tables 2 and 3 provide a summary of ongoing projects (both initiated and new) for fiscal years 1998 — 2004.

TABLE 2. Initiated projects, fiscal years 1998 — 2004.

FY AP Project Name EPA# Contractor Funding Contract Period
1998  PI-1 Admuinistrative Costs (FY 2002) 98-01 Vardes depending on product/service needed ~ $58,034 10/98 -9/03
SR-14, SR-15 Coastal Roots Program 98-05 LSU Sea Grant $21,969 3/01 -11/02
SR-3 Additional Community Programs 98-13 COSEE $1,273 Completion by 7/C
Design and Production of Estuary Compact 98-15 LSU, LA Geologic Society $2,216 7/03 —-8/03
1999 Clean Water Initiative 99-01 LSU $36,500 9/01 - 8/02
SR-14 Estuarine Curriculum Wozrkshops 99-04 St. Charles Parish $35,000 3/01-6/03
EM-15 Educator Wozkshops (2 separate contracts) 99-07 Jean May Brett $5,040 1/04 - 4/04
Environmental Concern $1,500 2/04 -5/04
EM-15, EG-2 Migratory Bird Video 99-08 Cote Blanche Production, Inc. $45,000 5/00 - 8/01
Marine Fisheties Museum 99-13 LA Marine Fisherles Museum Foundation $9,960 12/00-12/01
CP-2 Jefferson Parish Local Permit Information and 99-18 Jefferson Pansh Dept. of Environmental $54,202 (and $5,798 11/01 - 4/03
Training Center Affairs from 96-3)
2000 CP-1,EM-10, Implementation of Four Projects of the Bayou 00-01 Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation $30,000 4/02-3/03
SR-2, SR-3, Lafourche Initiative
SR-5, EG-2 :
EM-18 Continued Development and Implementation of 00-02 USGS, NRCS $60,000 3/01—3/02
DIMS
Wet Map (FY 2001) 00-03 Chadron State College $28,000 3/01-3/02
Estuary Festival 00-04 BTEF $40,000 4/01-12/01
SR-15 Assumption Parish Bayou Camps (FY 2001) 00-05 Bayou Camp Foundation $8,000 6/01 -9/01
SR-14, SR-15 Marsh Maneuvers Youth Camps (FY 2001) 00-06 LSU $8,000 7/01-3/02
Coastal Wetlands Workshops (FY 2001) 00-07 CRCL $7,000 4/00 - 3/02
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FY IAP Project Name EPA # Contractor Funding Contract Perio
2000 SR-14,SR-15 Project STEPS (FY 2001) 00-09 LUMCON $6,000 1/02-2/02
SR-10, SR-11 Program Information Materials (FY 2001) 00-10 Varnes depending on product/service needed  $10,000 Completion by 8/
PI-1, PI-2 CCMP Implementation Support 00-12 Battelle $12,977 2/01-5/01
SR-9, SR-10, Public Awareness Program 00-13 Propaganda, Inc. $15,000 Completion by 12
SR-11
Public Outreach Coordinator 00-15 BTNEP $25,000 Completion by 20
SR-6, EM-12, Barataria-Terrebonne Resident’s Guide 00-16 BTNEP $15,000 Completion by F
EM-15, EM-16 :
Interactive Print Media Forum 00-17 BTEF $10,200 6/01-12/01
SR-9, SR-10, BTNEP Portable Education Display 00-18 Lucas Exhibits and Graphics $8,000 Completion by 12
SR-11
SR-11 Environmental Indicators 00-19 Battelle $2,500 12/02-6/03
PI-1, PI-2 2004 USEPA Implementation Review 00-20 Ecological Partnerships $11,250 1/04-6/04
2001 Supplemental Funding — Environmental 01-01 Battelle $19,786 5/01-6/03
Indicators
EM-15 An Accelerated Program of Woody Species 01-05 USDA, NRCS $39,100 (and $73,400 8/01-12/02
Selection for Conservation, Restoration, and from 02-09)
Enhancement of Neotropical Bird Habitat
SR-3, EM-15 Grand Isle Bird Day Festival 01-06 BTEF $10,000 2/01-5/01
EM-11 Influence of Chopper-Harvested Green Cane 01-07 USDA, Agriculture Research Service $42,500 (and $38,325  9/01~4/04
Residue Blankets on Sugarcane Production and from 02-08)
Agricultural Runoff
EM-2 Habitat Importance of Vallisneria Beds 01-08 NOAA, NMFS $45,000 3/02-6/03
EM-15, SR-3, Permitting for Boardwalk on Orleans Audubon 01-10 T. Baker Smith and Son $5,000 (and $20,000 12/03-2/04
EG-2, SR-11 Property, Terrebonne Parish, LA from 03-17)
SR-3, SR-11, BTNEP Calendar 01-12 LSU $2,927 6/01-12/01
SR-12
PI-1 Administrative Costs (FY 2002) 01-13 Varies depending on product/service needed  $23,990 6/04
EM-18 Continuation of the BTNEP Website 01-14 Wyndston Services $7,500 5/02—-4/03
SR-3 Marsh Maneuvers (FY 2003) 01-15 LSU Agriculture Center $4,000 (and $4,000 6/03-5/04
from 03-19)
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Fy AP Project Name EPA# Contractor Funding Contract Perio
2001 SR-3 BTNEP 2004 Calendar 01-17 LSU Louisiana Geologic Survey $5,252 5/03-11/03
2002 Estuary Festival (FY 2002) 02-02 BTEF $40,000 2/02-12/02
EM-18 Continued Development & Implementation of 02-03 USGS-NWRC $29,084 5/02 -4/03
DIMS
SR-15 Marsh Maneuvers Youth Camps (FY 2002) 02-05 LSU Sea Grant $7,500 7/02-3/03
Sugar Cane Residue 02-08 USDA, Agrculture Research Service $38,325 9/02-4/04
EM-15, SR-3 Bird Celebration Day 02-11 BTEF $10,000 1/02-5/02
SR-14 Migratory Bird Curriculum 02-12 St. Chatles Parish Schools $10,000 Completion by 6/
Re-Survey of Wading Bird and Seabird Nesting 02-13 USGS-NWRC $2,898 3/01-3/02
Colonies in the B-T Basins
SR-2, EM-15 3w North American Ormnithological Conference 02-14 $1,000
SR-14 Self-Guided Field Trps in the Barataria- 02-15 Portier-Gorman, Inc. $10,000 2/04-12/04
Terrebonne Estuary
EM-18 Continued Development & Maintenance of the 02-16 Wyndston Services $25,000 (and $7,500 5/02—-4/03
BTNEP Web Site from 01-14)
Multiple Development of Artwork Products to be Used in 02-17 Diane Baker Design $2,500 (and $13,725 1/03-3/04
Conjunction with BINEP Educational Efforts from 03-21)
EM-18 Continued Development of DIMS 02-19 USGS-NWRC $5,916
2003 PI-3 BTNEP Personnel 03-01 $81,600
Indirect Charges LUMCON) 03-02 $33,364
Travel Funds 03-03 $10,000
PI-1 Administrative Costs (FY 2003) 03-04 Varnes depending on product/setvice needed ~ $50,000 Completion by 6/
SR-3 7% Annual La Féte d’Ecologie (2003 festival) 03-05 Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation $36,000 5/03-12/03
EM-18 Continued Development & Implementation of 03-06 USGS-NWRC $35,000 9/03-9/04
DIMS
EM-18 Continued Development & Maintenance of the 03-07 Wyndston Services $24,025 5/03 - 4/04
BTNEP Web Site
EM-15 6% Annual Migratory Bird Day Celebration (2003 03-09 BTEF $10,000 1/03 -5/03

festival)
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FY AP Project Name EPA# Contractor Funding Contract Perio
2003 EM-15,EG-2, Woodlands Trail and Park in Plaquemines Parish 03-14 Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. $30,000 7/03 —6/04
SR-5, SR-6,
SR-15
EM-15,EG-2, Boardwalk on Orleans Audubon Property, 03-17 Oirleans Audubon Society $20,000 (and $5,000 2/04 - 12/04
SR-3, SR-11 Terrebonne Parish from 01-10)
SR-14, SR-15 Project STEPS 03-18 LUMCON $15,000 10/03 —2/04
SR-14, SR-15 Marsh Maneuvers (FY 2003) 03-19 LSU Cooperative Extension Service $4,000 (and $4,000 6/03-5/04
from 01-15)
SR-15 NPS Wetland Camps 03-20 $7,325
Multiple Development of Artwork Products to be Usedin ~ 03-21 Diane Baker Design $13,725 (and $2,500 1/03 -3/04
Conjunction with BTNEP Educational Efforts from 02-17)
SR-3 7% Annual “La Fete d’Ecologie” (2003 festival) -  03-22 Randolph Publishing $4,000 6/03 —10/03
Promotions
2004 EM-15 7% Annual Grand Isle Migratory Bird Day 04-13 Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation $7,500 11/03 -5/04
Celebration (2004 festival)
EM-15 Wings Over the Wetlands Bird Festival 04-15 Jean Lafitte Tourist Commission $3,724 7/03 —-11/03
EM-15,SR-11,  Revised Brochure on the Importance of Chenier 04-21 Bill Fontenot $7,000 11/03 -5/04
SR-12 Woods '
EM-15,EG-2, LUMCON Boardwalk 04-23 LUMCON $8,000 11/03 - 5/04
SR-3, SR-4
EM-16, EM- Support for the Development of Louisiana Non-  04-25 To be determined $20,000 Completion by Sp
17, EG-3 Indigenous Aquatic Nuisance Species 2004
Management Plan
SR-11, SR-14 Vanishing Wetlands, Two Views (Marsh Mission ~ 04-26 C.C. Lockwood $10,000 1/04 —12/04
Project)
SR-4 Arts Curriculum (Spitit of the Estuary) 04-27 Mary Banbury, Anne Rheams, Sue Ellen $10,000 2/04-1/05

Lyons
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TABLE 3. New projects, fiscal years 1998 — 2004.

Contract Peric

FY AP Project Name EPA # Contractor Funding

1999 EM-15,SR-2, Bird Symposium 99-05 To be determined $10,000 Completion by S
SR-11, SR-12, 2005
EG-2
SR-1, SR-10 Leadership Council Training Program 99-09 To be determined $25,000 Completion by 6

2000 SR-3 Citizen Education Program 00-08 To be determined $5,000 Completion by 1
SR-9, SR-10, Education Project Initiative 00-14 To be determined £20,000 Completion by 1
SR-11

2001 CP-3 Sustainable Development Training for Public 01-02 To be determined $44,000 Completion by 6,

Officials
EG-7 Cooperative Incentives 01-03 To be determined $8,758 Completion by 2
EM-16 Reduction of Impacts from Exotic Vegetation 01-04 To be determined $20,000 Completion by 2
SR-3, SR-14, Graphics for Guide for Educators 01-09 To be determined $10,000 Completion by 1
SR-15
SR-3 Citizen Education Programs 01-11 To be determined $2,500 Unknown
EM-15, SR-3 Bird Characterization Report 01-16 LSU, Louisiana Geologic Survey $2,073 (and $2,775 Completion by S
from 02-18) 2004
EM-15 Dynamics of Wading Bird Colonies in Coastal LA 01-18 To be determined $27,400 (and $42,600  Completion by F:
from FY 2004)

2002 EM-16 Supplemental Funding (Invasive Species Project) 02-01 BTNEP $30,000 Completion in 20
SR-15 Summer Camps 02-04 Jean Lafitte National Park and Preserve $8,000 Completion by 1-
SR-3 Coastal Wetlands Workshops (FY 2002) 02-06 To be determined $7,000 Completion by 12
SR-15 Project STEPS (FY 2002) 02-07 $6,000
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FY AP Project Name EPA# Contractor Funding Contract Peric
2002 EM-15 An Accelerated Program of Woody Species 02-09 USDA, NRCS $73,400 (and $39,100 11/03 - 11/05
Selection for Conservation, Restoration, and from 01-05)
Neotropical Habitat Enhancement
SR-3, SR-14, Coastal Roots 02-10 LSU Sea Grant $15,000 Completion by 1.
SR-15
EM-15, SR-3 Bird Characterization Report 02-18 LSU, Louisiana Geologic Survey $7,877 (and $2,073 Completion by 1:
: from 01-16)
2003 SR-11,SR-14 New Land Loss Map 03-08 To be determined $5,000 Completion by 1
SR-10, SR-11 Program Information Materials 03-10 Varies depending on product/service needed ~ $41,586 11/02 -5/03
EM-9 Prevention Manual for the Most Common Causes  03-11 ES&H $15,000 8/03 —4/04
of Oil and Produced Water Spills
EM-4, EM-15, Re-establishment of a Natural Mantime Forest 03-12 Gteater Lafourche Port Commussion $23,700 Completion by 1:
SR-3, SR-15, Ridge and Marsh Fringe North of Port Fourchon,
EG-2 1A
EM-8, EM-10, Upper Barataria Basin (St. James Canal) Nonpoint ~ 03-13 LSU Wetland Biogeochemistry $30,000 Usnkoown
EM-11 Soutce Project
SR-14, SR-15 Revitalize Teacher Guide to Haunted Waters, 03-15 Educator Group $15,000 Completion by 12
Fragile Lands
SR-14, SR-15, Close Captioning Videos for the Hearing 03-16 To be determined $5,000 Unknown
SR-3 _ Impaired
2004 SR-10, SR-11 Program Information Materials 04-03 To be determined $30,811 Unknown
SR-3 8% Annual La Féte d’Ecologie 04-04 To be determined $40,000 Completion by 11
EM-18 Continuation of the BINEP Web Site 04-05 Wyndston Services $30,000 Completion by St
2005
SR-3 Marsh Maneuvers Youth Camp 04-06 To be determined $4,000 Summer — Fall 20
SR-14 Activity Book 04-07 LSU Sea Grant $10,217 Completion by St
2005
SR-12, SR-14 Educator Workshops 04-08 To be determined $20,000 Completion by Sp
2005
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FY AP Project Name EPA # Contractor Funding Contract Peric
2004 SR-5,SR-14  Support for Oral History Project 04-09 To be determined $2,500 Completion by S
2005
EM-2 Restoration of Submerged Aquatic Beds Using 04-10 To be determined $50,000 6/04—-5/06
Vallisneria americana (Eel Grass) m the Barataria
Terrebonne Region
EM-4, EM-6, A Vegetative Model for Restoration, 04-11 LSU Agricultural Center / NRCS $31,685 Completion by F
EM-15, SR-3, Conservation, and Habitat Enhancement on
SR-11, EG-5, Beneficial-Use Dredge Sediments
EG-6
EM-15 Re-Survey of Wading Bird and Seabird Nesting 04-12 To be determined $35,000 Completion by F
Colonies in the Baratana-Terrebonne Basins
EM-15 Dynamics of Wading Bird Colonies in Coastal LA 04-14 To be determined $42,600 (and $27,400  Completion by E
) from FY 2001)
SR-5, SR-11, Development and Placement of 2 Kiosks 04-16 To be determined $7,500 Completion by I
SR-12 Featuring the “Exploning Coastal LA with
Boudreaux” CD-ROM and the “Knee Deep in
LA Wetlands” CD-ROM
SR-11, SR-12 Revision of “Portrait of an Estuary” and 04-17 To be determined $10,000 Completion by 1(
Production of Estuary Brochure _
SR-11, SR-12 Recipe Cards Featuring Estuarine Resources, 04-18 To be determined $10,000 Completion by 1.
Including Facts About the Estuary and the
Featured Resource )
EM-16, EM- Exotic Invasive Species Educational Video 04-19 To be determined $45,000 Completion by 1:
17, EG-3
EM-1, EM-6 Selective Spraying of Bayou Ridges to Promote 04-20 To be determined $10,000 Completion by 1:
Water Quality, Bayou Bank Stabilization, and
Healthy Riparian Areas
EM-15 Mandalay Nature Trail 04-21 USFWS $8,000 Completion by F:
EM-15, SR-2, Bird Symposium 04-24 To be determined $10,000 (and $10,000  Completion by St
SR-11, SR-12, from 99-05) 2005
EG-2
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Administrative and Financial Information

Staff

Kerry St. P¢, Program Director — Responsible for the ordetly, efficient, and effective
administration and operation of the Program Office, including all personnel.

Deborah Schultz, Formal Education Coordinator — Responsible for formal education of the
Sustained Recognition and Citizen Involvement Action Plans of the CCMP.

Leslie McVeigh, Community Relations Coordinator — Responsible for community relations and
public involvement for the Program.

Richard DeMay, Senior Scientist — Responsible for scientific and technical aspects of Ecological
Management Action Plans of the CCMP.

Sandra Helmuth, Office Coordinator — Respounsible for document distribution, administrative
functions, database maintenance, and meeting coordination for the Program.

Andrew Barron, Nonpoint Source Pollution Program Coordinator — Responsible for nonpoint
source issues for the program.

Dean Blanchard, Habitat Enhancement Coordinator — Responsible for habitat enhancement
issues of the Ecological Management Action Plans of the CCMP.

Student workers — Responsible for mailings, updating databases, screening telephone calls, and
reviewing newspaper clippings.

Financial Information — Budgets and Funding Information

BTNEP’s financial information for fiscal years 2001 through 2003 is summarized in the
following tables:

e Table 4 — provides funding sources (Section 320 funds and leveraged funds);
e Table 5 — provides BINEP’s project budgets.
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7 TABLE 4. Soutces of funds (Section 320 and leveraged) for fiscal years 2001-2003.
FY Source of Funds Amount Type of Award
2001 USEPA $330,000 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 (NEP)
LDEQ $293,033 State General Fund
NRCS $36,300 In-kind Contribution
NFWF $38,900 Shell Grant Fund
Delta Service Corporation $12,000 In-kind Conttibution
TOTAL $710,233 (46% USEPA funds, 54% leveraged funds)
2002 USEPA $340,000 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 (NEP)
LUMCON $305,243  State General Fund
LA Board of Regents $30,000 State Funds
NFWF $4,757 Shell Grant Fund
NOAA $75,000 Maritime Forest Ridge and Marsh Restoration Grant
LDNR $100,000 CIAP Grant
GOMP $101,700 Pointe aux Chien Stormwater Redirection Grant
A GOMP $54,000 Non-Indigenous Invasive Species Grant
GOMP $73,250 Vegetative Model for Restoration Year 1 Grant
TOTAL $1,083,950 (31% USEPA funds, 69% leveraged funds)
2003 USEPA $310,000 Clean Water Act Sec. 320 (NEP)
USEPA $200,000 Congtessional Earmark
LUMCON $310,411 State General Fund
GOMP $101,000 GOMP Grant
LA Board of Regents $30,000 State Funds
GOMP $101,700 Maritime Forest Ridge Grant
LDNR $205,000 Bayou Lafourche Public Outreach Strategy Grant
GOMF $90,000 Maritime Forest Ridge Grant
GLPC $500,000 State Funds
UNO $40,000 Batrier Shoreline Report Grant
TOTAL $1,888,111 (27% USEPA funds, 73% leveraged funds)
—~
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TABLE 5. Project budgets for fiscal years 2001-2003.

Pfoject Name

FY Budget
2001 Supplemental Funding $20,000
Sustainable Development Training for Public Officials $44,000
Cooperative Incentives $38,000
Reduction of Impact From Exotic Vegetation $20,000
Woody Plant Species Selection $78,000
Grand Isle Bird Day Festival $10,000
Influence of Cane Trash Residue on Sugarcane Production and Agricultural Runoff $42,500
Habitat Importance of Vallisneria Beds $45,000
Educators Guide $10,000
Great LA Coastal Birding Ttrail $5,000
Citizen Education Programs $2,500
Barataria-Terrebonne Calendar $5,000
TOTAL $320,000
2002 Supplemental Funding $30,000
Estuary Festival FY 2002 $40,000
Continued Development & Implementation of DIMS $60,000
Assumption Parish Bayou Camps $8,000
Marsh Maneuvers Youth Camps $8,000
Coastal Wetlands Workshops $7,000
Project STEPS $6,000
Sugar Cane Residue $38,325
Woody Species $73,400
Coastal Roots $15,000
Bird Celebration Day $10,000
Cusriculum Consolidation & Flyway Poster $12,500
Re-Survey of Wading Bird and Seabird Nesting Colonies in the BT Basins $8,000
31 North American Ornithological Conference $3,775
Self-Guided Field Ttips in the BT Estuary (Update $10,000
TOTAL $330,000
2003 BTNEP Personnel $81,600
Indirect Charges $33,364
Travel Funds $10,000
Administrative Funding $50,000
7t Anoual “La Féte d’Ecologie” $40,000
Continued Development of DIMS $35,000
Continuation of BTNEP Website $37,000
New Land Loss Map $5,000
Grand Isle Bird Day Celebration $10,000
Program Informational Materials $42,336
Prevention Manual $15,000
Maritime Forest Ridge and Marsh Fringe $23,700
Nonpoint Source Project $30,000
Woodlands Ttrail and Park $30,000
Revitalize Haunted Waters Teacher Guide $15,000
Close Captioning Videos $5,000
Birding Sites of BT $20,000
Project STEPS $15,000
Marsh Maneuvers $4,000
Summer Camps $8,000
TOTAL $510,000
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Travel Documentation

TABLE 6. Travel documentation for fiscal years 2001-2003.

FY  Travel Category Purpose of Trip Destination Cost
2001  EPA Coordination EPA/NEP Directors Meeting Portland, ME $1,126.20
EPA/NEP Directors Meeting Washington, DC $2,879.10
TOTAL — EPA Coordination $ 4,005.30
Watershed Partnering ~ Workshop on Environmental Opportunities Mobile, AL $ 115.00
FEMA/NEP Workshop Thibodaux, LA $ 150.00
TOTAL - Watershed Partnering $ 265.00
Outreach & Technical ~ Wetlands, Migratory Bird & Ecotourism Wotkshop ~ Newburyport, MA $1,036.14
Assistance Louisiana Science Teachers Assoclation Conference Lafayette, LA $ 17130
Project Leatning Tree New Otrleans, LA $ 30.00
Coastal Dieback Conference Baton Rouge, LA $ 21054
Environmental Educators Symposium Baton Rouge, LA $ 21540
Grand Isle Migratory Bird Day Celebration Grand Isle, LA $ 220.00
CWPPRA Qutreach Committee Retreat Galva, LA $ 44.00
Sustainability Indicators Workshop Gonzales, LA $ 194.00
Coastal & Estuarine Wetland Restoration Into the Baton Rouge, LA $ 570.00
"~ New Millenjum
NEP Education & Qutreach Coordinator Philadelphta, PA $ 848.64
Workshop
rceeeemeezaeeeeocoooo.. YOTAL = Outreach & Technical Assistance . . $3,540.02
TOTAL NEP TRAVEL FUNDS USED $7,810.32
2002  EPA Coordination EPA/NEP Directors Meeting Tampa, FL $1,722.74
EPA Region VI Meeting Dallas, TX § 469.11
EPA/NEP Directors Meeting Washington, DC $ 2,896.45
TOTAL — EPA Coordination $ 5,088.30
Watershed Partnering State/USEPA Non-Point Source Partnership Forum  New Otleans, LA $ 19552
The Coastal Society 2002 Conference Galveston, TX $ 1,190.00
Basics of the Basin Research Symposium New Otleans, LA $ 45.00
Gulf of Mexico Program Comprehensive Meeting New Otleans, LA $ 300.00
TOTAL — Watershed Partnering $1,730.52
Outreach & Technical Environmental Technology Verification Coeur d’Alene, ID $ 29136
Assistance Stakeholders Meeting
WETMAAP Workshop Chauvin, LA $  30.00
Clean Gulf 2001 Mobile, AL $ 47442
Environmental State of the State 6t Annual Thibodaux, LA $ 100.00
Conference ‘
Louisiana Science Teacher’s Association Conference  Baton Rouge, LA $ 320.00
Cotmmunity, Culture, & the Environment Workshop ~ Chauvin, LA $  30.00
Environmental Educators Symposium Baton Rouge, LA $ 245.00
GIS Workshop Baton Rouge, LA $ 185.80
Grand Isle Migratory Bird Day Celebration Grand Isle, LA $ 115.00
Build-a-Pivot Workshop Chatleston, SC $ 875.00
Introduction of Wetland Forest Trees Workshop Lafayette, LA $ 150.00
Tarpon Rodeo Grand Isle, LA $ 160.00
Southern Legislators Conference New Orleans, LA $ 200.00
North American Ornithological Conference New Otleans, LA $ 250.00
_TOTAL - Outreach & Technical Assistance  _ $3426.58
TOTAL NEP TRAVEL FUNDS USED $10,245.40
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FY  Travel Category Purpose of Trip Destination Cost
2003  EPA Coordination ANEP/NEP Fall Meeting Ocean City, MD $ 2,166.28
EPA Technology Transfer Cocoa Beach, FL $ 1,652.10
ANEP/NEP Spring Meeting Washington, DC $ 3,554.95
TOTAL - EPA Coordination $ 7,373.33
Watershed Partnering USACOE Partnering Meeting New Otleans, LA $ 259.07
Gulf of Mexico Program State Meeting Baton Rouge, LA § 5053
TOTAL — Watershed Partnering $  309.60
QOutreach & Technical Hypoxia Conference St. Louis, MO $ 634.33
Assistance Louisiana Science Teachers Association Confqrence Baton Rouge, LA $ 163.36
Louistana Environmental Educatot’s Symposium Baton Rouge, LA $ 179.80
River Resources Management in the 215t Century New Orleans, LA $ 4323
Invasive Species Wotkshop Alexandria, LA $ 256.85
Grand Isle Migratory Bird Day Celebration Grand Isle, LA $ .44.00
Native Plant Society Conference Fort Meyers, FL $1,732.12
Plant Identification Course Houston, TX $ 986.40
Thibodaux Chamber of Commerce Day at the Baton Rouge, LA $ 300.00
Legislature
reeeeeeeeeeeeooneonn... YTOTAL — Outreach & Technical Assistance . $434009
TOTAL NEP TRAVEL FUNDS USED $12,023.02
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B. GPRA Reports — Habitat Protected and Restored, 2001-2003

TABLE 7. A summary of habitat protection and restoration projects for fiscal years 2001 through 2003. Complete information on these projects can be
contains the original GPRA reports for these years. NA indicates that project cost is not available, because individual activity is part of a larger project.

FY AP Project Name and Description Partners Project Cost NEP Cost Acreage (ac) o1
Linear Miles (b
2001 EM-6 Barataria Waterway Shore Protection (East) — Bank NRCS, LDNR, Jefferson Pansh, $3,500,000 No direct cash 217 ac
protection project, via construction in tidal marsh habitat SWCD 7 contribution
EM-6, EM-7 Jonathan Davis Wetland (CU2) — Hydrologic restoration and ~ NRCS, LDNR, Jefferson Parish, $680,000 No direct cash 50 ac
shore protection project, via construction in tidal marsh SWCD contribution
habitat
EM-6 Barataria Land Bridge Shoreline Protection, Phases 1 & 2 NRCS, LDNR, Jefferson Parish, $1,400,000 No direct cash 120 ac
(CU1) — Shore protection project, via consttuction in tidal Lafourche Parish, SWCD contribution
marsh habitat
EG-6 Brown Marsh Accessions, Bayou Lafourche (Sites 1,2 & 3) ~  NRCS, LDNR-CRD NA In-kind 5.0 ac
Testing accession collection of dieback S. alternifforain a contribution
replicated field trials at brown marsh dieback sites in salt
marsh habitat.
EM-5 Brown Marsh Accessions, East Grand Terre and Queen Bess  NRCS, LONR-CRD NA In-kind 5.0
Island (Sites 1, 2 & 3) — Testing accession collection of contribution
dieback S. alterniflora in a replicated field trials at brown marsh
dieback sites in barder island salt marsh habitat.
EM-5, EM-6 Grand Terre Marsh Creation — Vegetative planting of 5. patens NRCS, LSU Ag. Center NA No direct cash 4.0
and . spartinae for barrer island salt marsh creation and contribution
stabilization.
EG-6 Brown Marsh Seeding, Lake Felicity Site — Aerial seeding of NRCS, LDNR-CRD, LAES NA In-kind 3.0
selected brown marsh sites to develop technique and seedling contribution
survival data.
EM-6 Shoreline stabilization, Giant Bulrush Evaluation NRCS NA No direct cash 2.0
Evaluation of giant bulrush assembly for shoreline contribution
stabilization in brackish marsh habitat.
EM-6, SR-3 Barataria Waterway Marsh Creation — Rehabilitation project NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, $7,500 No direct cash ~ 1.46Im
usmg vegetative planting for brackish marsh creation. Americorps contribution
EM-6, SR-3 Barataria Waterway — Rehabilitation project using vegetative NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, $9,000 No direct cash ~ 0.95Im
Americorps contribution

planting for intermediate marsh creation.
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Fy AP Project Name and Description Partners Project Cost NEP Cost Acreage (ac) o
Linear Miles (
2001 EM-5,SR-3 Grand Isle — Rehabilitation project using vegetative planting NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, $9,400 No direct cash ~ 1.891lm
for barrier 1sland dune creation. Americorps, UNO Env. Camp contribution
EM-6,SR-3 Deer Range Canal — Rehabilitation project using vegetative NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, $16,000 No direct cash ~ 2.99 Im
planting for brackish marsh creation. Americorps contribution
EM-6, SR-3 Myrtle Grove — Rehabilitation project using vegetative NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, $3,100 No direct cash  0.38 Im
planting for intermediate marsh shoreline protection. Americorps contribution
EM-6 East Golden Meadow — Rehabilitation project using NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF $16,048 No direct cash ~ 1.89 Im
végetative planting for brackish marsh création. contribution
EM-6 Small Bayou LaPointe — Rehabilitation project using NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF $14,000 No directcash  1.70 lm
vegetative planting for intermediate marsh creation. contribution
EM-6 Lake Cheniere Interior Marsh Demonstration — Rehabilitattion NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF $23,100 No direct cash ~ 0.851m
project using vegetative planting for brackish marsh creation. contribution
EM-6 Kings Ridge Interior Marsh Demonstration — Rehabilitation NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF $16,394 No direct cash ~ 0.87 Im
project using vegetative planting for intermediate marsh contribution
creation and shoreline protection.
EM-11 Environmental Quality Incentives Program — Wildlife habitat ~ NRCS, SWCD NA No direct cash 206 ac
management project, via protection of bottomland hardwood contribution
habitat.
EM-11 Environmental Quality Incentives Program — Upland habitat ~ NRCS, SWCD NA - No direct cash 170 ac
management project, via protection of upland forested contribution
habitat. .
EM-11 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program — Upland habitat NRCS, SWCD NA No direct cash . 9 ac
management project, via protection of upland agricultural contribution
habitat.
Lake Mechant Public Seed Grounds — Creation and LDWF No direct cost  No direct cash 2,000 ac
designation by rule (LAC Title 76) of additional public oyster contribution
seed grounds.
Lake Tambour Public Seed Grounds — Creation and LDWF No direct cost ~ No direct cash 433 ac
designation by rule (LAC Title 76) of additional public oyster contribution
seed grounds.
Lake Felicity Public Seed Grounds — Creation and designation LDWF No direct cost ~ No direct cash 1,054 ac
contribution

by rule (LAC Title 76) of additional public oyster seed
grounds.
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FY AP Project Name and Description Partners Project Cost NEP Cost Acreage (ac) ¢
Linear Miles (
2001 Lake Chien Public Seed Grounds — Creation and designation =~ LDWF No direct cost ~ No direct cash 476 ac
by rule (LAC Title 76) of additional public oyster seed contribution
grounds.
Deep Lake Public Seed Grounds — Creation and designation =~ LDWF No direct cost ~ No direct cash 239 ac
by rule (LAC Title 76) of additional public oyster seed contribution
grounds.
Baratana Bay Public Seed Grounds — Creation and LDWF No direct cost  No direct cash 1,042 ac
e (LAC Title 76) of additional sublic conttibution
u\.SAsuauUu u} Tl wie Liul 79) OX additional pussc U}SL\,J. CONioUUon
seed grounds.
2002 EM-6 Grand Bayou Revegetation Project — Re-establishment Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $7,464 No direct cash  0.951m
project involving vegetative planting of California bulrushin ~ NRCS, LDNR contribution
brackish bayou bank habitat.
EM-7 Falgout Canal Demonstration Project — Re-establishment Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $28,666 No direct cash ~ 0.87Im
project involving vegetative planting of California bulrush and NRCS, LDNR contribution
glant cutgrass in fresh-brackish marsh habitat.
EM-7 Lake Boudreaux Revegetation Project — Re-establishment Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $6,964 No direct cash ~ 0.95Im
project involving vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in NRCS, LDNR contribution
brackish marsh habitat.
EM-7 Bayou Colyell Revegetation Project — Re-establishment Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $5,592 No direct cash ~ 0.57 Im
project involving vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in NRCS, LDNR contribution
saline marsh habitat.
EM-6 Bayou Folse ~ Re-establishment project involving vegetative Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $7,284 No directcash  0.951m
planting of glant cutgrass in fresh bayou bank habitat. NRCS, LDNR contribution
EM-7 Rachael Canal — Re-establishment project involving vegetative ~ Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $16,048 No direct cash  1.9Im
planting of giant cutgrass in brackish marsh habitat. NRCS, LDNR : contribution
EM-5 Grand Isle *02 — Re-establishment project involving Americorps, Crescent SWCD, $4,200 No direct cash  0.56Im
: vegetative planting of bitter panicum in barrier island beach NRCS, LDNR contribution
dune habitat.
EM-7, SR-3 Queen Bess *02 — Re-establishment project involving Americorps, Crescent SWCD, $6,200 No direct cash ~ 0.941m
vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in salt marsh spoil NRCS, LDNR contribution
habitat.
EM-7,SR-3 Simoneaux ’02 — Re-establishment project involving Americorps, Crescent SWCD $9,300 No direct cash ~ 0.14Im
NRCS, LDNR contribution

vegetative planting of giant cutgrass in fresh marsh habitat.
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FY AP Project Name and Description Partners Project Cost NEP Cost Acreage (ac) o
Linear Miles (
2002 EM-7,SR-3 Jonathan Davis — Re-establishment project involving Americorps, Crescent SWCD, $10,400 No direct cash ~ 0.94 Im
vegetative planting of California bulrush in intermediate- NRCS, LDNR contribution
brackish marsh habitat.
EM-7, SR-3 Barataria Landbridge — Re-establishment project involving Americorps, Crescent SWCD, $3,700 No directcash  0.47 Im
vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in brackish spoil NRCS, LDNR contribution
habitat,
EM-2, EM-7 Naomi Outfall Management — Re-establishment project Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR,  $500,000 No direct cash 581 ac
mvolving siphon outfall management in intermediate mars CWPPRA contrbution
habitat.
EM-1, EM-2 Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion — Freshwater diversion Federal / WRDA $106,000 No direct cash 30,000 ac
project for re-establishment of fresh marsh habitat. contribution
2003 EM-4,EM-15 Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection, Barataria NRCS, NFWF, BTNEP $27,850 $9,775 2-ac
Waterway — Re-establishment project involving planting of
tress and shrubs in channel spoilbank habitat.
EM-4, EM-5, Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection, Grand Isle NRCS, NFWF, BTNEP $27,850 $9,775 2 ac
EM-15 — Re-establishment project involving planting of tress and
shrubs in salt marsh habitat.
EM-4, EM-5, Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection, Grand Isle NRCS, NFWF, BTNEP $27,850 $9,775 2 ac
EM-15 — Re-establishment project involving planting of tress and
shrubs in salt marsh habitat. ‘
EM-4, EM-15 Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection, Port NRCS; NFWF, BINEP $27,850 $9,775 5ac
Fourchon — Re-establishment project involving planting of )
tress and shrubs in brackish marsh habitat.
EM-6 Baratania Landbndge Shoreline — Rehabilitation project CWPPRA, NRCS, DNR, $3,493,017 No direct cash  1.21Im
mnvolving placement of rock for brackish marsh shoreline Crescent SWCD contribution
protection.
EM-6 BBWW West Revegetation — Re-establishment project Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDAF $8,325 No direct cash 0.8 Im
mvolving planting of smooth cordgrass in brackish marsh contribution
habitat.
EM-6 Brady Canal IT — Re-establishment project involving planting ~ Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $6,980 No direct cash 1.0 Im
of giant cutgrass in brackish marsh habitat. NRCS, LDNR contribution
EM-7 Brown Marsh Plantings — Re-establishment project involving ~ NOAA $132,048 No direct cash 11 ac
vegetative plantings in salt marsh habitat. contribution
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FY AP Project Name and Description Partners Project Cost NEP Cost Acreage (ac) o
Linear Miles (
200> EM-4 Brown Marsh Small Dredge — Re-establishment project NOAA $341,317 No ditect cash 56 ac
involving placement of beneficial dredge material for salt contribution
marsh creation.
EM-6 Castex Water Management — Re-establishment project Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $11,580 No direct cash 2 ac
mvolving planting of California bultush in fresh marsh NRCS, LDNR contribution
habitat. .
EM-4, EM-6, Discovery Project — Re-establishment project involving BTNEP, Morns P. Herbert, Inc.,  $5,600 $5,000 3ac
BNM_7 nlanting of cmnoth cordoracs im aalt marahk halitas T R Waals o 3 N avn s
TN ) HLNLI.LLLS WL DU UL \.ULUSL!‘-OO i dall 1ilaldll vausial. L-DCLU > wWilualill' 1N u.Lae.Ly
EM-4 Flexible Dustpan Demonstration — Re-establishment project =~ CWPPRA/ACOE $1,903,303 No direct cash 40 ac
involving placement of beneficial dredge materal for salt contribution
marsh creation.
EM-6 Goose Bayou Revegetation — Re-establishment project Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDAF $4,904 No direct cash 0.7 Im
involving planting of California bulrush in intermediate marsh contribution
habitat. )
EM-6 Jonathan Davis Wetland Construction, Unit 3 — CWPPRA, NRCS, DNR, $3,177,337 No ditect cash 2.6 1m
Rehabilitation project involving placement of rock for Crescent SWCD contribution
shoreline protection in intermediate marsh habitat.
EM-5, EM-1, Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — Re- Edward Wisner donation, NOAA  $325,000 No ditect cash 45 ac
EM-6, SR-3 establishment project involving creation of brackish marsh Restoration Center, UNO, contribution :
habitat. Restore America’a Estuaries,
CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Morris P. Herbert,
Inc., BINEP, Chevron Texaco,
NRCS ‘
EM-5, EM-1, Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — Re- Edward Wisner donation, NOAA  $333,650 $12,600 1,953 ac
EM-6, SR-3 establishment project involving placement of rock for Restoration Center, UNO,

shoreline protection of eroding canal, removal of artificial
levee impounding > 1,850 ac of fish habitat.
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Acreage (ac) o

FY AP Project Name and Description Partners Project Cost NEP Cost
Linear Miles (]
2003 EM-5,EM-1, Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — Re- Edward Wisner donation, NOAA  $36,000 No direct cash  1.51lm
EM-6, SR-3 establishment project involving beach protection via sand Restoration Center, UNO, contribution
fencing and mangrove planting in barrier island/salt marsh Restore America’a Estuaries,
habitat. CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Morris P. Herbert,
Inc., BTNEP, Chevron Texaco,
NRCS
EM-6 North Little Lake, South Bayou — Re-establishment project Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $14,236 No direct cash ~ 1lm
mvolving vegetative planting of cordgrass in brackish marsh NRCS, LDNR contribution
habitat.
EM-6 NW Pen Revegetation — Re-establishment project involving Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDAF $6,282 No direct cash 0.7 lm
planting of California bulrush in intermediate marsh habitat. contribution
EM-5 Pelican Island Revegetation — Re-establishment project Plaquemines SWCD, NRCS, $4,970 No direct cash 0.6 lm
involving vegetative planting of bitter panicum and sea otsin ~ LDAF contribution
barrer island habitat.
EM-6 Shell Island Bay Revegetation — Re-establishment project Plaquemines SWCD, NRCS, $5,962 No direct cash  1.5Im
involving planting of black mangrove in salt marsh habitat. LDAF ‘ contribution
EM-6 South Lake Decade — Re-establishment project involving Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $10,156 No directcash  1.91lm
vegetative planting of California bulrush in brackish marsh NRCS, LDNR contribution
habitat.
EM-5 Spartina alterniflora Evaluation — Re-establishment project NRCS, LSU Ag. Center NA No direct cash ~ 1ac
involving planting of S. alterniflora in salt marsh habitat. contribution
EM-15 Wildlife Enhancement — Re-establishment project involving Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, $7,650 No direct cash ~ 10.91m
tree planting in bottomland hardwood habitat. NRCS, LDNR contribution
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C. Implementation Tracking System

Concurrent with the Program’s first Implementation Review in 1998, BINEP developed and
implemented the CCMP Implementation Progress Tracking System. This system provides BINEP
with standard mechanisms to track, assess, and report implementation progress on individual Action
Plans. The tracking system depends on stakeholdets from both the Management Conference and
the Action Plan Teams to provide implementation success stories related to each individual Action
Plan.

In the 2001 Implementation Review Report (IRR), BINEP showed notable progress on most of
the CCMP’s 51 Action Plans: 62% of the 21 priority Action Plans, and 39% of all 51 Action Plans,
were either fully or substantially implemented (defined as =50% implementation in a qualitative
assessment). Continued progress on most of the Action Plans was made during the current review
period, from January 2001 to December 2003: 62% of the 21 Priority Action Plans again were
etther fully or substantially implemented, as were 45% of all 51 Action Plans. Several individual
Action Plans demonstrated increased implementation progress relative to the 2001 IRR (e.g., EG-2,
SR-1, CP-2, EM-2, EM-10, EM-15). Table 8 provides a more detailed consideration of CCMP
implementation progtess, via examination of each individual Action Plan. This table indicates that
BTNEP has shown a considerable level of progtess on individual Action Plans and CCMP
implementation. Because of the strategic natute of CCMP development, progress in implementing
the CCMP constitutes progress in meeting the Program’s goals and addressing the estuary’s seven
prionty problems (Table 9).

Information on the specific projects addressed during this review petiod, for each individual
Action Plan, can be found in the Implementation Tracking System Matrix (Appendix D).

TABLE 9. Priority problems in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary System

e Hydrologic modification — human changes to water flows in the estuary.

¢ Reduced sediment flows — reductions in the amount of sediment inputs to the estuary.

¢ Habitat loss — land loss and marsh deterioration.

e Changes in living resources — population reductions in important species and introductions of
non-native species.

¢ Eutrophication — too many nutrients in the estuary’s waters.

e Pathogen contamination — untreated sewage and stormwater discharged to the estuary.

e Toxic substances — heavy metals and pesticides in runoff, and oil spills, to the estuary.
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TABLE 8. CCMP Action Plan implementation progress

s

Some

Moderate

Substantial

Full

PI-1: BT Management Conference
PI-2: Establish Points of Contact for
State of Louisiana

PI-3: Barataria-Terrebonne Program
Office

CP-3: Sustainable Development
Training for Public Officials

CP-4: Public Involvement in the
Development of State Rules,
Regulations, and Guidelines

CP-5: Agency Performance Review
of the Wetlands Permitting Process

CP-1: Common Ground Solutions
and Decision-Making

CP-2: Wetlands Permitting Information
Centers

EM-7: Marsh Management

EM-1: Hydrologic Restoration
EM.-2: Freshwater and Sediment
Diversion

EM-6: Shoreline Stabilization and
Induced Deposition

EM-3: Evaluate the Effectiveness of
Reactivation of Bayou Lafourche as a
Distributary Channel of the Mississippi
River

EM-4: Beneficial Use of Dredged
and Non-Indigenous Material
EM-5: Preservation and Restoration of
Barrier Islands

EM-8: Nutrient, Bacteria, and Toxic
Contaminant Load Evaluation
EM-13: Contaminated Sediments
Database

EM-14: Assessment of Toxic and
Noxious Phytoplankton Blooms

EM-9: O1il and Produced Water Spill
Prevention and Early Detection
EM-11: Reduction of Agricultural
Pollution

EM-12: Storm Water Management

EM-10: Reduction of Sewage
Pollution

EM-17: Zebra Mussel Monitoring and
Control

EM-16: Reduction of Impacts from
Exotic Vegetation

EM-15: Protection of Habitat for
Migratory and Resident Birds

EM-18: Centralized Data Sets

SR-4: Citizen Monitoring Program
SR-6: Urban Green Spaces

SR-7: Storm Drain Stenciling

SR-1: Community Sectors and
Leader Teams

SR-2: Participatory Meetings and
Forums

SR-3: Citizen Involvement Programs
and Activities

SR-5: Cultural Heritage
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Some

Modetrate

Substantial

Sectinifor”

Full

SR-10: Speakers Bureau

SR-8: Legislative Education
SR-9: Media Support
SR-11: Written, Audio, and Visual

SR-13: 1-800 Number

SR-17: Educational Resources Network

Materials
SR-12: Distribution of Informational
Materials
SR-16: Financial Support for SR-14: Estuarine Curriculum and
Educational Initiatives Development

SR-15: Continuing and Informal
Education Programs

EG-1: Funding Sources for New
Businesses

EG-3: Nutria Market Development

EG-2: Nature-Based Tourism and
Recreation

EG-4: Technology Exposition
EG-5: Export of Resources, Products,
and Technology

EG-6: New Technology Research
and Development

EG-7: Cooperative Incentives
EG-8: Education about Regulatory
Intent

19% (4 of 21)

19% (4 of 21)

57% (12 of 21)

5% (1 of 21)

* PI-1, PI-2, and PI-3 are considered
one Priority Action Plan

33% (17 of 51)

22% (11 of 51)

37% (19 of 51)

8% (4 of 51)

Bold indicates Priority Action Plan.

Rating Descriptions

100-75%  Full implementation completed or on the horizon
75-50%  Major progress
50-25%  Moderate progress

0-25%  Minimal progress or significant peripheral progress

BTNEP Implementation Review Report

The ratings given to each Action Plan in this Tracking Table represent an overall,
qualitative assessment of progress made on a particular Action Plan — at the time of
assessment — by the Management Conference. Ratings are assigned by reviewing progress
made on implementing each Action Plan, as reported in the Implementation Tracking
System Matrix (Appendix D), and comparing these accomplishments to the Action Plan
Objective(s) as stated in the CCMP. Note that a “Full” rating does not necessarily mean’
that efforts related to that Action Plan have terminated.
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D. Environmental Progress Report / Environmental Indicators

In June 2002, BTNEP published the public outreach document Healthy Estuary, Healthy Economy,
Healthy Communities. .. Environmental Indicators in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary System (Appendix E).
This attractive, newspaper-style report, targeted toward estuary residents and elected officials,
presents an introduction to the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary System (BTES), the environmental
problems currently facing the region, and key measures of the estuary’s environmental health. The
document 1s organized via a suite of 10 focus questions, reflecting the Ecological Management, the
Economic Growth, and, to a lesser extent, the Sustained Recognition and Citizen Involvement
Action Plans of BTNEP’s CCMP. Thirty-four environmental indicators ate used to address these
focus questions (Table 10), and histotic and current data on each indicator are presented narratively
and in easy-to-read graphs.

The report includes basic ecological information crucial to understanding complex
environmental dynamics within the BTES; for example, there are narrative sections explaining land
loss in the BTES, hypoxia, and the factors influencing oystet populations. BTNEP educational
activities, such as the Grand Isle Bird Day Celebration, are highlighted, and the report concludes
with BINEP contact information and suggestions for how the general public can get involved in
restoring and enhancing the BTES.

There 1s also an accompanying technical manual to the report (Attachment C), which provides
more detailed background information for each environmental indicator: indicator description and
relevance, current and future data availability, indicator assessment and presentation, and the data
contact and retrieval mechanism. This manual provides a roadmap to acquiring and presenting all
the information required to generate a BINEP indicators report — a process which will occur as the
2002 indicators report is updated, currently planned for every five years.

The Healthy Estuary. .. report and the accompanying technical manual fulfill the requirements for
the Environmental Progress Report and the Environmental Indicators sections of the
Implementation Review. The report itself provides a public-friendly outreach document addressing
the health of the estuary, and incorporates many of the suggested “Environmental Report Card”
requirements, including:

e Map of study area;
e Statement of priority problems (Table 9);

e Environmental indicators and monitoring systems to determine progress (associated
monitoring systems and data availability ate described in the technical manual);

e Status and trends data for each environmental indicator.

We anticipate that the cutrent suite of indicators will be reassessed for future versions of the
Healthy Estnary. .. reportt, to take advantage of new data availability and evolving environmental
concerns and priorities. In addition, we will more explicitly link specific CCMP Action Plans to the
mdicators that they mfluence.
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TABLE 10. Focus Questions and Associated Environmental Indicators

e FQ1: Are we losing land in the BTES, and if so, where?
1. Land versus open water in the BTES
2. Location of land loss in the BTES
® FQ2: Are fish and wildlife habitats being protected and restored?
3. Actes of habitat restored in the BTES
e FQ 3: Are fish and wildlife populations stable?
4. White and brown shtimp abundance in the BTES
5. Blue crab abundance in the BTES
6. Opyster density on BTES public seed grounds
7. Bay anchovy abundance in the BTES
8. Atlantic croaker abundance in the BTES
9. Red drum abundance in the BTES
10. Spotted seatrout abundance in the BTES
11. Largemouth bass abundance in two BTES lakes
12. Freshwater catfish abundance in two BTES lakes
13. Alligator nest density in the BTES
14. Mottled duck abundance in southeast Louisiana
e FQ4: How are threatened and endangered species faring?
15. Bald eagle nesting success in the BTES
16. Brown pelican nest abundance in the BTES
e FQ 5: Are non-native species a problem?
17. Actes of marsh damaged by nutria in the BTES
18. Zebra mussels in the Mississippi River watershed
e FQ6: Are concentrations of toxic substances incteasing or decreasing?
19. Atrazine concentrations in northern BTES sutface waters
20. Number of petroleum and chemical spill reports in the BTES
e FQ7: Are seafoods safe to eat?
21. Number of active fish consumption advisories in the BTES
22. Bacteriological water quality of oyster harvesting waters in the BTES
23. Number of boat sewage pumpout facilities in the BTES
e FQ 8: How are natural resource-based business patterns changing?
24. Revenues and jobs generated by tourism in the BTES
25. Value of sugarcane and cattle agriculture in the BTES
26. Value of crude oil and natural gas production in the BTES
27. Value of commercial fishing landings in the BTES
28. Number of commercial fishing licenses in the BTES
29. Number of recreational fishing licenses in the BTES
30. Estimated economic impact of recreational fishing in the BTES
e FQ9: How are environmental changes affecting our quality of life?
31. Number and duration of high-chloride events in source water to the Clotilda Drinking Water Plant
32. Number and value of flood insutance claims in the BTES
33. Area of hypoxia, or dead zone, off the Louisiana coast
e FQ10: How sttong is public support for a healthy estuary?
33. Number of educational materials distributed by BTINEP

BTNEP Implementation Review Report Page 41




APPENDIX A

BTNEP Educational Materials for Distribution



Brochures:

NEP: Bringing Our Estuaries to Life (brochure/poster)

Dilution is Not the Solution (pamphlet/brochure)

Domestic Waste Treatment and Your Camp (LDHH brochure)
Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (LDEQ brochure)
Construction Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (LDEQ brochure)
Forestry Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (LDEQ brochure)
Utban Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (LDEQ brochure)

Septic Tank Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (LDEQ brochure)
Agriculture Nonpoint Source Pollution Program (LDEQ brochure)
Storm Drain Stenciling brochure

Magazines/Booklets:

BTNEP Characterization Report Estuaty Compact Saving Our Good Earth: A Call to
Action

Saving Our Good Earth: The Estuary Partnership Takes Action

Portrait of an Estuary: Functions and Values of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary
Act Now or Pay Later: Oi] Spil] Prevention Handbook

Clean Marine Guide

2004 Tidal Graph Calendar

Other Programs’ Magazines/Booklets:

Stickers:

Willful Winds: Hurticane Andrew and Louisiana’s Coast
Restless River of Sand: Atlantic & Gulf Coastal Barriers
Recognizing Wetlands in the Gulf of Mexico Region

The Fragile Fringe: Coastal Wetlands of the Continental U.S.
LSU/LCES Wetlands Functions and Values pamphlet

No Time to Lose

BTNEP Fish Ruler Stickers

Other Materials.

BTNEP Publications & Informational Materials Order Form
Specific (individual) CCMP Action Plans

Videos and Accompanying Materials.

Haunted Waters, Fragile Lands — Ob, What Tales to Telll (15 minute version)

Haunted Waters, Fragile Lands — Ob, What Tales to Tell! (60 minute version)
o Accompaniment: Teachers Guide to Video

Rescuing the Treasure

o Accompaniment: BTNEP Charactesization Report, Saving Our Good Earth: A
Call to Action

o Accompaniment: Domestic Waste Treatment and Your Camp brochure
Vanishing Wetlands, Vanishing Future (60 minute version)

o Accompaniment: Priority Problems poster
America’s Vanishing Treasure

o Accompaniment: No Time to Lose (Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana)
Wings Over the Wetlands



Posters:

o Accompaniment: The Importance of Barataria-Terrebonne to Resident and
Migratory Birds poster
Hstuary Live video

Priority Problems poster series (7)

Thematic Mapper poster

The Habitats of Barataria-Terrebonne — Their Importance to Migratory and Resident
Birds

Estuaties: Scenes of Transition

Clawdette’s For True or What

NEP: Bringing Our Estuaries to Life

CCMP Development Report.

The First Step in Working Today for Our Tomorrow: Results of the Management
Conference Workshop
Building the Draft CCMP Framework
Comprehensive Conservation Action Plan:
o Part 1 - Executive Summary
o Part 2 - Estuary Compact
o Part 3 - Technical Supplement
o Part 4 - Appendix: CCMP Federal Consistency Survey; Funding Source
Inventory for Implementation of the CCMP; CCMP Action Plan Costing;
CCMP Financing Plan

Project Reports.

An Information Management Strategy to Ensure Compatibility and Accessibility of Data
Generated in Conjunction with the BTNEP

Conversion of Abandoned, Dead-End Canals to Marshland APDP Project Report
Volunteer Vegetative Plantings Project Summary Reports (1996, 1997)
Teacher Workshops Project Summary Report(s) FY 92; 93/94; 96

Field Demonstration of Cover Crops and Cultural Practices on Fallow Sugarcane Land
APDP Report

Reduction of BOD in Seafood Processing Wastewater: A New "Dendritic” Form of
Chitosan ... APDP Report

Environmental Technology & Business Expo Completion Report

Alternative Dredging Action Plan Demonstration Project Report

FEMA Modeling Report

CELSS Modeling Report

Analysis of Freshwater Drinking Resources in Barataria and Terrebonne Basins

Estuary Monitoring Report

Louisiana Water Quality Agency Contact Directory

A Survey of Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems

Teachers’ Materials (in addition to other materials listed above, teachers receive these materials
specifically produced for them):

Self-Guided Tours of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary for Classroom and Citizen
Groups

Teacher’s Guide for Haunted Waters. .. video

Knee Deep in Wetlands CD Rom



Exploring Coastal Louisiana with Boudreax CD ROM
Salt Marsh Habitats of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary
GOMP Guif Literacy — A Teacher's Guide

Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Curriculum Resource Unit

Report Publication Series:.

BTNEP-1

BTNEP-2
BTNEP-3

BTNEP-4
BTNEP-5
BTNEP-6
BTNEP-7
BTNEP-8

BTNEP-9

BTNEP-10
BTNEP-11
BTNEP-12
BTNEP-13
BTNEP-14
BTNEP-15
BTNEP-17
BTNEP-18
BTNEP-19
BTNEP-20
BTNEP-21
BTNEP-22
BTNEP-23

BTNEP-24

BTNEP-25
BTNEP-26

BTNEP-27

Governor’s Nomination for a Management Conference under the National
Estuary Program

Start-Up Workplan

Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuaty Program Management Conference
Agreement

Fiscal Year 1992 Annual Workplan

Scientific/ Technical Committee Data Inventory Workshop Proceedings

Fiscal Year 1993 Annual Workplan

Fiscal Year 1994 Annual Workplan

Citizens Advisory Committee Comprehensive Public Participation Action
Plan

Public and User Group Members’ Petceptions Survey Report

Barataria-Terrebonne Basins Data Directory

Fiscal Year 1995 Annual Workplan

Inventory of Progtams and Projects and Base Programs Action Plan

Distribution of Nutrients and Suspended Sediments in the Western
Terrebonne Marshes Associated with Winter Low Pressure Frontal
Passage: Management Implications

Storm Water Drainage Stations: Location, Mapping, and
Recommendations for Evaluation

The Oyster Resource Zones Within Louisiana’s Barataria and Terrebonne
Estuaries

An Information Retrieval Systems and Cost Analysis Program for Small-
Flow Wastewater Treatment Technologies

Fecal Coliform Monitoring, Identification, and Assessment within the B-T
Estuarine Complex

Fiscal Year 1996 Annual Workplan

Status & Trends of Hydrologic Modification, Reduction in Sediment
Availability, and Habitat Loss/Modification in the Barataria-
Terrebonne Estuarine System

Status, Trends, & Probable Causes of Change in Living Resources in the
BTES

Status & Trends of Eutrophication, Pathogen Contamination, and Toxic
Substances in BTES

Land Use & Socioceconomic Status and Trends in the Barataria-Terrebonne
Estuary System

Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program Public Workshop Series
Project

Elevational Data Gathering in the Barataria and Terrebonne Basins

Economic Value Assessment of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuarine
System

Owner’s Guide to Wetland Care: A Manual for the Barataria-Terrebonne
Estuarine Complex



BTNEP-28 Digitization of the Floating Marsh Maps in the Barataria and Tetrebonne
Basins, Louisiana

BTNEP-29 Marsh Vegetation Types of Barataria and Terrebonne Estuaries: 1968-
Present

BTNEP-30 Migratory Bird (Neotropical and Shorebirds) Management Plan for the
Baratatia and Tetrebonne Basins of Louisiana

BTNEP-31 A Sutvey of Vegetative Damage Caused by Nutria Herbivory in the
Baratania and Terrebonne Basins

w



APPENDIX B

Presentations and Participation in Community Events and Programs,
2001-2003



Between 2001 and 2003, Program staff and Management Confetence members gave numerous oral, slide,
and video presentations to a wide of variety of organizations (e.g., school groups, technical conference
participants, etc.). Program staff and MC members also participated in several community events and
programs by distributing program information, setting up the Program’s graphics display system, and one-on-
one communication with members of the public.

2001

January 9 — presentation on brown marsh issue at the State Wedands Authority meeting, Baton Rouge, LA (K. St. P¢)

January 25-26 — presentation at the Citizen Monitoring Workshop, NSU, Thibodaux, LA (K. St. Pé)

January 31-February 1 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at the Louisiana Environmental Health
Association conference, New Orleans, LA (E. Landrum)

February 9 ~ presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at the Environmental Stewardship Meetng, Larose, LA
(K. St. Pé and D. Schultz)

February 14 — interview for radio station regarding LA Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries (K. St. Pé)

February 20 — presentation at the Stewardship of LA Community Waters, Larose, LA (K. St. Pé)

March 9-10 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Louisiana Environmental Educator Association
Symposium at LSU, Baton Rouge, LA (8. Helmuth and R. Somers)

March 14 - presentation and distribution of BINEP materials to the Daughters of the American Revolution,
Thibodaux, LA (D. Blanchard)

March 21-22 — presentation at the Environmental Opportunities for the Mobile Bay Workshop, Mobile, AL (K. St. P¢)

March 26-27 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at the DEQ Waste Conference, Lafayette, LA (E.
Landrum)

March 27 ~ presentation on brown marsh issue at the DEQ Waste Conference, Lafayette, LA (K. St. P¢)

March 27 — presentation at Morgan City Junior High School, Morgan City, LA (R. Somers)

March 29 — presentation at the Jefferson Parish Award Ceremony (NPS poster contest), Jefferson, LA (D. Schultz)

April 20-22 — distribution of BTNEP materials at the Grand Isle Bird Day Celebration, Grand Isle, LA (R. DeMay)

April 24 — nterview by NSU regarding program budget cuts (K. St. P¢)

May 7 — interview by Gerry Martin, who is writing a book on human ecology (K. St. P€)

May 10 ~ presentation on Bayou Lafourche to the Coastal America Group (K. St. P¢é and D. Blanchard)

May 15 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials at Leadership Terrebonne, Houma, LA (K. St. Pé¢)

May 21-23 — distribution of BTNEP materials at FEMA/NEP Workshop, Thibodaux, LA (S. Helmuth)

June 4 - presentation to Campfire Boys & Gitls, Thibodaux, LA (R. Somers)

June 11 — presentation to Campfire Boys & Girls, Thibodaux, LA (R. Somers)

June 22 — presentation to Campfire Boys & Gitls, Thibodaux, LA (R. Somers)

June 29 — presentation to Campfire Boys & Gixls, Thibodaux, LA (R. Somers)

July 23-26 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at Marsh Maneuvers, Grand Terre, LA (D. Schultz and
R. Somers)

July 25-29 — distribution of BTNEP materials at the Tarpon Rodeo, Grand Isle, LA (D. Blanchard, R. DeMay, and E.
Landrurm)

August 12 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at the Environmental Stewardship Retreat, LUMCON,
Chauvin, LA (D. Schultz and W. Curole)

August 24 — interview by Josh Collins for the LUMCON Newsletter, Thibodaux, LA (K. St. Pé)

September 12 — presentation and distribution of BINEP matetials to the Family & Consumer Education Association at
the LUMCON facility, Chauvin, LA (D. Schultz)

September 21-23 — distribution of BINEP materials at the WETMAAP Workshop, LUMCON, Chauvin, LA (D.
Schultz)

September 28 — interview for radio station KTIB Dialogue show about La Féte d’Ecologie, Thibodaux, LA (K. St. Pé
and C. Curole)

September 29 — distibution of BTNEP materials at the 5% Annual La Féte d’Ecologie, Pelder Park, Thibodaux, LA
(BINEP staff) )

October 2 — interview on radio station KLRZ regarding La Féte d’Ecologie (C. Curole)

October 6 — distribution of BINEP materials at the BTNEP/CRCL Coastal Wedands Workshop, Grand Isle, LA (D.
Schultz)

October 7 — distribution of BINEP materials at the 5% annual La Féte d’Ecologie Festival at Pelteir Park, Thibodaux,
LA (BTNEP staff)



October 18 — interview by Elizabeth Stuart of the Houma Courier, regarding the Morganza to the Gulf hurricane
protection project (K. St. P€)

October 23-24 — participation in panel discussion on oil spill prevention at the Clean Gulf Conference, Mobile, AL (K.
St. Pé)

October 24 — distribution of BTINEP materials at the LDNR Local Coastal Programs Workshop, Lafayette, LA (E.
Landrum)

October 26 — presentations and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Environmental State of the State Symposium,
NSU Campus, Thibodaux, LA (BINEP staff)

October 31 — presentation and distributdon of BTINEP materials to an NSU marine biology class, BINEP Office,
Thibodaux, LA (K. St. Pé)

November 1 — interview on radio station KTIB to discuss BINEP events (K. St. Pé)

November 2 — presentation at the kick-off raily for the Back to the Bayou pirogue trip, Donaldsonvilie, LA (. St. P¢€)

November 6 — distribution of BTINEP materials at the Ducks Unlimited Banquet, Larose, LA (E. Landrum and D.
Blanchard)

November 16 — distribution of BINEP materials at the UNO National Outreach Strategy Meeting, New Orleans, LA
(D. Schultz and S. Helmuth)

November 26 — Enviroscape presentation to Thibodaux Elementary School, Thibodaux, LA (D. Schultz)

November 26 — keynote speech at the EPA Non-Point Source Pollution Conference, New Otleans, LA (K. St. Pé)

November 30 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Louisiana Science Teacher Association Meeting,
Baton Rouge, LA (D. Schultz and S. Helmuth)

December 13 — Enviroscape presentation and distribution of BINEP matetials to students and teachers at Elysian Field
School, Houma, LA (D. Schultz)

December 19 — interview on radio station KLRZ regarding non-point source pollution issues, Larose, LA (A. Barron
and L. McVeigh)

2002

January 3 — hosted a Bayou Lafourche bus tour and distributed BINEP materials for the American Trial Lawyers
Association (K. St. Pé and S. Helmuth)

January 18 — hosted a Bayou Lafourche tour and distributed BINEP materials for KNOE-Monroe TV station (K. St.
Pé¢, L. McVeigh, and D. Schultz)

February 1-2 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at the Environmental Educators Symposium, Baton
Rouge, LA (D. Schultz and S. Helmuth)

February 8 — presentation at the South Lafourche High School, Raceland, LA (K St. Pé)

February 19 — presentation to retired Chevron employees, New Otleans, LA (K. St. Pé)

March 7 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at the LUMCON staff seminar (K. St. Pé, S. Helmuth, D.
Blanchard, and E. Landrum)

March 8-9 — participation in and distribution of BINEP materials at the WETMAAP Workshop, LUMCON, Chauvin,
LA (D. Schultz)

March 13 — presentation on migratory birds at Leadership Lafourche, Thibodaux, LA (R. DeMay)

March 15 — presentation on Enviroscape and distribution of BINEP marerials at the Raceland Middle School, Raceland,
LA (D. Schultz)

March 20 — presentation on Enviroscape and distribution of BINEP materials at Bayou Boeuf Elementary School,
Chackbay, LA (D. Schultz)

March 23 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Houma-Thibodaux Diocese Youth Rally, Raceland,
LA (D. Schultz)

March 26 — distribution of BINEP materials at the Davis Pond Dedication Ceremony (K. St. Pé, L. McVeigh, D.
Schultz, and E. Landrum)

April 1 — appearance on Houma TV’s nightly show News Talk at 10 to discuss BINEP, Houma, LA (K. St. Pé and R.
DeMay)

April 4 — presentation of non-point source information, Jefferson Parish, LA (D. Schultz)

April 10 ~ presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials at Leadership Lafourche, Thibodaux, LA (L. McVeigh)

April 11 — presentation on the Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration and disttibution of BINEP materials to the
Daughters of the American Revoludon (L. McVeigh) :

Apiil 17 — interview for radio station KLRZ’s “Dialogue”, regarding Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration (L.
McVeigh)

April 19-20 — participation in and distribution of BINEP materials at the Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration Day,
Grand Isle, LA (K. St. Pé, D. Schultz, L. McVeigh, and R. DeMay)



May 9 — presentation on seagrass to the Gulf of Mexico Program Management Conference, Stennis Space Center, MS
(R. DeMay)

May 9 — distribution of BTNEP materials at the Restore or Retreat Fundraiser, Bollinger Barn, Larose, LA (K. St. Pé, L.
McVeigh, and S. Hellmuth)

May 12-13 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the American Water Resources Conference, New
Orleans, LA (L. McVeigh)

May 14 — presentation on Water quality at the American Water Resources Conference, New Orleans, LA (K. St. Pé)

May 17 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials to the American Chemical Society, NSU Campus,
Thibodaux, LA (K. ST. P¢)

May 19-22 — presentation at the Coastal Society Organizaton Conference in Galveston, TX (K. St. Pé)

May 21 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at Leadership Terrebonne, LUMCON, Chauvin, LA (L.
McVeigh and D. Blanchard)

June 9 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials to the Sierra Club, New Orleans, LA (L. McVeigh)

June 11-14 ~ co-sponsorship Coastal Roots Workshop

June 14 — distribution of BINEP materials at the Coastal Wetlands Workshop, Marrero, LA (L. McVeigh)

June 18 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials to LASIP teachers, NSU Campus, Thibodaux, LA (K. St.
P¢)

June 19 — presentation at the Jean Lafitte Center (NPS) History Camp, Thibodaux, LA (D. Schultz)

June 20 — co-sponsorship of the Wetshop Workshop

June 26 — interview for radio station KLRZ’s “Dialogue”, regarding BINEP actvities, Larose, LA (L. McVeigh)

June 26 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials to Plaquemines Parish Chamber of Commerce, Port
Sulphur, LA (K. St. P¢)

July 9-11 — distribution of BTNEP materials at the 2002 Marsh Maneuvers Camp, Grand Terre, LA (D. Schultz)

July 12 — presentation at the Americorps Workshop, LUMCON, Chauvin, LA (K. St. Pé, D. Schultz, and A. Barron)

July 14 — distribution of BTNEP materials at the National Association of Counties Conference, New Orleans, LA (L.
McVeigh)

July 18 — interview for radio station KTIB’s “Dialogue” show regarding BTNEP activities, Thibodaux, LA (K. St. Pé
and L. McVeigh)

July 24 — presentation at Jean Lafitte Center (NPS) History Camp, Thibodaux, LA (D. Schulez)

July 24-27 — distribution of BTNEP materials at the Grand Isle Tarpon Rodeo, Grand Isle, LA (D. Blanchard and E.
Landrum)

August 6-8 — hosting of a field trip to Elmer’s Island, as part of effort to get State of LA to purchase the property
(BTNEDP staff)

September 4 — hosting of meeting for the Restoration Action Plan Team, NSU Campus, Thibodaux, LA (BTNEP staff)

September 10 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials at the Environmental Resources for Educators
Workshop, Baton Rouge, LA (D. Schultz)

September 16 — interview on radio station K'TIB, as guest speaker regarding Estuary Livel (D. Schultz)

September 17 — co-sponsorship of workshop “The Barataria Basins & The Opportunity for A Third Delta: A Technical
Review”, NSU Campus, Thibodaux, LA (BTNEP staff)

September 18 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials to Bayou Haystackers Paddling Club, Hammond, LA
(D. Schultz)

September 19 — presentation to Terrebonne Parish Teachers on non-point source pollution, LUMCON, Chauvin, LA
(A. Barron)

September 20 — distribution of BINEP materials at Rep. Damon Baldone’s Fishing Rodeo, Cocodrie, LA (L. McVeigh)

September 21 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials regarding the Migratory Bird Curriculum at a Tulane
Teacher Workshop, New Otleans, LA (D. Schultz)

September 25 — interview on KLRZ and KTIB regarding postponement of La Féte d’Ecologie and hurricane protection
(L. McVeigh and C. Curole)

October 12 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at Atchafalaya Day, Lafayette, LA (R. DeMay and D.
Blanchard) ‘

October 24-26 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at the Louisiana Science Teachers Association
Conference, Lafayette, LA (D. Schultz and S. Helmuth)

November.6 — interview for radio station KI.RZ concering La Féte d’Ecologie, Larose, LA (L. McVeigh)

November 6 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials to Dr. Shea Penland’s students at UNO, New Otrleans,
LA (K. St. Pé)

November 8 — interview for radio station K'TIB concerning La Féte d’Ecologie, Thibodaux, LA (L. McVeigh)

November 10 — hosting of the 6% annual La Féte d’Ecologie, Thibodaux, L.A (BTNEP staff and BTEF)



November 18 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP educational materials at Labadieville Middle School,
Labadieville, LA (D. Schultz)

November 20-22 — presentation and distribution of BINEP educational materials at Monroe Schools, Monroe, LA (D.
Schultz)

December 17 — participation in a media trip to marsh planting in Fourchon, LA (L. McVeigh)

2003

January 14 — presentation on storm drain marking to the Thibodaux Civic Associadon, Thibodaux, LA (A. Barron)

February 3 — interview for radio station KTIB concerning the LCA public hearings (L. McVeigh)

February 5 — interview for radio station KLRZ concerning the LCA pubic hearings, Larose, LA (L. McVeigh)

February 6 — hosting of the LCA public hearing, Larose, LA (K. St. Pé and L. McVeigh)

February 18 — presentation at the Central Lafourche High School, Raceland, LA (K. St. Pé)

February 18-19 — attendance at the Waterbird Research Meeting, Vicksburg, MS (R. DeMay)

February 21-22 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Environmental Educator’s Symposium, Baton
Rouge, LA (D. Schultz and S. Helmuth)

February 26 — presentation on CWPPRA projects to the Lafourche CZM, Raceland, LA (K. St. P¢)

March 5-6 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the American Geographer Association Conference, New
Orleans, LA (L. McVeigh)

March 10 — tour of the Forest Ridge Project, Fourchon, LA (K. St. Pé and R. DeMay)

March 12 — tour of Bayou Lafourche with LSU journalism graduate students (K. St. Pé and L. McVeigh)

March 19 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the NSU Jubilee, Thibodaux, LA (R. DeMay, A. Barron,
and J. Meunier)

April 2 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at the 2003 Career Connection Expo, Thibodaux, LA
(BTNEDP staff)

April 3 — presentation at Assumption High School, Napoleonville, LA (D. Schulz)

April 3 — presentation to the NSU Biology Society, Thibodaux, LA (A. Barron)

April 4 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials at the LockFest, Plaquemine Parisk, LA (D. Schulz)

April 4 — exhibition and distribution of BTINEP materials at the Pierre Part festival, Pierre Part, LA (J. Meunier)

April 7 — interview for radio station KLRZ about Migratory Bitd Celebration Day (L. McVeigh and B. Maniscalco,
Terrebonne Bird Club)

April 8 — interview for radio station KTIB about Migratory Bird Celebration Day (L. McVeigh)

April 9-11 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the National Association of Governmental Counties,
New Orleans, LA (L. McVeigh)

April 11-12 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Migratory Bird Celebration Day, Grand Isle, LA (R.
DeMay)

April 12 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at LUMCON’s open house, Chauvin, LA (K. St. P¢é, L.
McVeigh, and A. Barron)

April 13 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Baton Rouge Earth Day, Baton Rouge, LA (D. Schultz
and J. Meunier)

April 23 — BTNEP presentation to the LUMCON Executive Committee, Alexandria, LA (K. St. Pé)

May 6 — exhibition of distribution of BINEP materials at the Bayou Region Day at the legislature, Baton Rouge, LA (L.
McVeigh)

May 14 — presentation to sewage treatment plant owner/operators of Lafourche Parish, Thibodaux, LA (A. Barron)

May 20 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials at Leadership Terrebonne, LUMCON facility, Chauvin, LA
(. St. Pé)

May 21 — presentation to sewage treatment plant owner/operators of Terrebonne Parish, Houma, LA (A. Barron)

June 3 — field trip down Bayou Lafourche with NPR reporter (K. St. Pé and L. McVeigh)

June 4 - presentation to the Family & Community Education Chapter of Lafourche Parish, Golden Meadow, LA (D.
Schultz)

June 11 — presentation and distribution of BINEP educational materials at the STEPS workshop, Grand Terre, LA (D.
Schultz)

June 12 — presentation at the NPS History Camp, Thibodaux, LA (J. Meunier)

July 2 — presentation and distribution of BINEP materials to a group in Gretna, LA (D. Schultz)

July 8 — presentation to the Thibodaux Rotary Club, Thibodaux, LA (L. McVeigh)

July 9 — presentation at Hahnville High, Hahnville, LA (D. Schultz)

July 10 — presentation at Woodmere School (D. Schultz)

July 21-25 — presentations at 2003 Marsh Maneuvers Camp, Grand Terre, LA (D. Schultz)



July 23-26 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Grand Isle Tarpon Rodeo, Grand Isle, LA (D.
Blanchard and R. DeMay)

August 11-12 — meeting with IMAX representatives at Raccoon Island and NRCS Plant Materials Center (K. St. Pé)

August 16 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at the RFRI Rodeo, Belle Chasse, LA (K. St. Pé and D.
Blanchard)

August 22 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the Downtown Live event, Houma, LA (BTNEP staff)

August 27 — presentation to Assumption/St. James Parish sewage treatment plant owners/operators, Thibodaux, LA (A.
Barron)

August 27-30 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the 2003 Shrimp and Petroleum Festival, Morgan
City, LA (L. McVeigh)

September 4 — presentation and distribution of BTNEP materials to the NSU graphic arts class, Thibodaux, LA (D.
Schuitz)

September 19 — presentation to Dr. Earl Melancon’s biology class, NSU, Thibodaux, LA (J. Meunier)

September 23 — presentation to the LSU Ag Center Water Education Group, Baton Rouge, LA (A. Barron)

September 25 — interview for radio station KTIB for La Féte d’Ecologie, Thibodaux, LA (L. McVeigh)

September 26 — interview for radio station KLRZ for La Féte d’Ecologie, Thibodaux, LA (L. McVeigh)

September 26 — live internet broadcast for Estuary Live!, Golden Meadow, LA (entire BINEP staff)

October 3 — presentation to the Thibodaux Women’s Club, Thibodaux, LA (D. Schultz)

October 3-4 — exhibition and distribution of BTNEP materials at the 15t annual Wings Over the Wetlands Festival,
Lafitte, LA (R. DeMay)

October 6 — tour of Elmer’s Island to the Louisiana Wildlife Federation staff members (R. DeMay)

October 10 — presentation at the Mississippi River Basin Alliance Delta Exchange conference, New Otrleans, LA (I St.
P¢)

October 11 — tour of Bayou Lafourche and seafood boil for Cambodian delegation that participated in the Mississippi
River Basin Delta Exchange, Fourchon, LA (K. St Pé, L. McVeigh, and S. Helmuth)

October 12 — interview with Jason Project staff members (K. St. P¢)

October 15 - exhibidon and distribution of BTNEP materials at the NSU A+ Scholar Fund Raiser, Thibodaux, LA
(BINEP staff)

October 25 - exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at the Atchafalaya Day, Lake Palourde Park (D. Blanchard
and A. Barron)

October 28 — presentation at Raceland Upper Elementary School, Raceland, LA (D. Schultz)

November 3 — BINEP presentation to Rod Emmer’s students at LSU, Baton Rouge, LA (K. St. P¢)

November 7-10 — participation in the 3 annual Bayou Lafourche Paddle Trip, hosted by BINEP and BTEF (K. St. Pé,
D. Schultz, and S. Helmuth)

November 8 — patticipation in a wetland panel discussion at the 2% annual Louisiana Book Festival, Baton Rouge, LA
(K. St. Pé)

November 8 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at the 24 annual Louisiana Book Fesaval, Baton Rouge,
LA (S. Helmuth and L. McVeigh)

November 8 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at Thibodeauxville, LA (A. Barron, J. Meunier, and P.
Cantin)

November 17 — interview for the radio station KTIB show “Dialogue”, regarding the Indicators Report, Thibodaux, LA
(K. St. Pé and D. Blanchard)

November 18 — presentation to UNO students, New Orleans, LA (K. St. P€)

November 19 — distribution of BTNEP materials at the Clean Gulf Conference, New Otleans, LA (L. McVeigh)

November 24 — interview for Bruce Richard’s (of the Delaware Inland Bay Program) radio show (K. St. Pé)

December 4-6 — exhibition and distribution of BINEP materials at the LSTA Conference, New Orleans, LA (S.
Helmuth and D. Schultz)

December 15 — interview for the radio station KTIB show “Dialogue”, regarding migratory birds, Thibodaux, LA (K. St.
Pé and R. DeMay)
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Mr. Jason Adriance

Alternate for LA Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries
LA Dept. of Wildlife & Fisheries

P.O. Box 37

Grand Isle, LA 70358

Phone: 985-787-2163

Email: adriance_jw@wlf.state.la.us

Mr. Timothy Allen

Representative for Louisiana Landownet’s Assoc.

Castex Laterre, Inc.
1913 Laterre Court
Houma, LA 70363
Phone: 985-879-3528
Fax:  985-876-5267

Email: timothy.allen@apachecotp.com

Mr. Kevin Belanger

Representative for SCPDC

South Central Planning & Development Comm.
P.O. Box 1870

Houma, LA 70359

Phone: 985-851-2900

Fax:  985-781-4472

Email: kevin@scpdc.org

Ms. Brian Black

Representative for US Coast Guard
US Coast Guard

425 Lafayette St., Rm 204

Houma, LA 70360

Phone: 985-857-8507

Fax: 985-857-8508

Email: bblackr@msuhouma.uscg.mil

Ms. Gabrielle Bodin
Alternate for USGS
USGS

700 Cajundome Blvd.
Lafayette, LA 70506
Phone: 337-266-8623
Fax: 337-266-8513

Email: gabrielle.bodin@usgs.gov

Mr. David Bourgeois
Alternate for LSU Ag Center
LSU Agriculture Center

101 West 112th Street

Cut Off, LA 70345

Phone: 985-632-6852

Fax:  985-632-8653

Email: dbourgeois@agctr.lsu.edu

Mz. Joey Breaux

Alterniate for LA Dept. of Ag & Forestry
LA Dept. of Agriculture & Forestry

P.O. Box 3554

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Phone: 225-922-1269

Fax: 225-922-2577

Email: joey b@ldaf statela.us

Ms. Cindy Brown

Representative for The Nature Conservancy
The Nature Conservancy

P.O. Box 4125

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

Phone: 225-338-1040

Fax:  225-338-0103

Email: cbrown@tnc.org

M:. Raymond Butler

Representative for Gulf Coast Canal Assoc.
Gulf Coast Canal Association

2010 Butler Dr.

Friendswood, TX 77546

Dr. Rex Caffey

Alternate for LSU Ag Center
LSU Agriculture Center

P.O. Box 25100

Baton Rouge, LA 70894-5100
Phone: 225-578-2266

Fax: 225-388-2478

Email: tcaffev@agctr.lsu.edu



Ms. Sharon Calcote

Representative for LA Dept. of Culture, Rec. &
Tourism

LA Dept. of Culture, Recreation & Tourism

P.O. Box 94291

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9291

Phone: 225-342-8142

Fax: 225-342-1051

Email: scalcote(@crt.state.la.us

Mr. Paul Canciefine

Representative for Assumption Parish
Assumption Parish

P.O.Box 36

Belle Rose, LA 70341

Phone: 985-473-9849

Mr. Archie Chaisson

Alternate for Bayou Lafourche Freshwater Dist.
Bayou Lafourche Freshwater District

1018 St. Mary St.

Thibodaux, LA 70301

Phone: 985-447-7115

Email: blfwd@bellsouth.net

Mr. John Conover

Alternate for LUMCON
1006 Arms St.

Thibodaux, LA 70301

Phone: 985-447-4647

Email: jconover@lumcon.edu

Dr. Paul Corell

Representative for LSU Ag Center
Louisiana Cooperative Extension
120 M J. Norman Efferson Hall
Baton Rouge, LA 70894

Phone: 225-388-6912

Fax: 225-578-4225

Email: pcoreil@agctr.lsu.edu

Mz. Vincent Cottone

Alternate for Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Assoc.
Chevron Texaco

935 Gravier St.

New Orleans, LA 70112-1625

Phone: 504-592-6257

Fax:  504-592-6199

Email: cottovf(@chevrontexaco.com

Ms. Elnor Craven

Alternate for LA Dept. of Culture, Rec. &
Tourism

Dept. of Culture, Recreation & Tourism
P.O. Box 94291 '
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9291

Phone: 225-342-8188

Email: ecraven(@crt.state.la.us

Mr. Windell Curole

Representative for South Lafourche Levee
Assoc.

LA Association of Levee Boards

P.O. Box 426

Galliano, LA 70354

Phone: 985-632-7554

Fax: 985-632-7555

Email: windellc@cajunnet.com

Mt. Jess Curole

Representative for Lafourche Parish
Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management
101 West 112th St.

Cut Off, LA 70345

Phone: 985-632-4666

Fax:  985-632-8653

Email czm(@mobiletel.com

Ms. Karolein Debusschere

Alternate for LA Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office
LOSCO-Office of the Governor

625 N. 4th St. Rm. 800

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Phone: 225-219-5800

Fax: 225-219-5802

Email: kdebusschere(@losco.state.la.us



Mt. Dennis Demcheck
Representative for USGS

Water Resource Division

3535 S. Sherwood Forest Blvd. #120
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Phone: 225-389-0281

Fax: 225-389-0706

Email: ddemchec@usgs.gov

Ms. Cynthia Duet

Representative for Governor’s Office
Governor's Office for Coastal Activities
1051 3rd Street

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Phone: 225-342-3968

Fax: 225-342-5214

Email: cynthia.duet@gov.state.la.us

Ms. Vickie Duffourc
Alternate for Jefferson Parish
Shaw Coastal, Inc.

615 Fourth St.

Westwego, LA 70094

Phone: 504-347-3600

Fax: 504-347-2100

Email: vickie.duffoutc@shawgrp.com

Mzr. Roy Francis

Representative for S. Louisiana Economic
Council

LA 1 Coalition

P.O. Box 2048-NSU

Thibodaux, LA 70310

Phone: 985-448-4485

Fax:  985-448-7092

Email: slec-rpf@nicholls.edu

Mr. Roland Guidty

Representative for LA Oil Spill Coordinator’s
Office

LA Oil Spill Coordinator

625 N. 4th St., Room 800

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Phone: 225-219-5800

Fax:  225-219-5802

Email: bvincent@losco.state.Ja.us

Mz. Vincent Guillory

Representative for LA Dept. of Wildlife &
Fisheries

LA Dept of Wildlife & Fisheries

P.O. Box 189

Bourg, LA 70343

Phone: 985-594-4130

Fax:  985-594-7317

Email: guillory v(@wlf statela.us

Representative for Louisiana Farm Bureau
LA Farm Bureau Federation

P.O. Box 95004

Baton Rouge, LA 70895-9004

Phone: 225-922-6211

Fax: 225-922-6229

Email: karenm@lfbf.org

Mr. Rick Hartman

Representative for National Marine Fisheries
Service

National Marine Fisheries Service

Habitat Conservation Division, LSU

Baton Rouge, LA 70803-7535

Phone: 225-389-0508

Fax:  225-389-0506

Email: richard.hartman@noaa.gov

Ms. Suzanne Hawes

Representative for US Army Corps of Engineers

US Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 60267

New Otleans, LA 70160-0267
Phone: 504-862-2518

Fax:  504-862-2572

Email: suzanoe.r. hawes@mvn02.usace.army.mil

Mzr. Alvin Hebert

Representative for B. Lafourche Freshwater
Dist.

Bayou Lafourche Freshwater District Board
P.O. Box 583

Raceland, LA 70394

Phone: 985-447-7155

Fax:  985-447-6307

Email: blfwd@bellsouth.net



Mr. Troy Hill
Representative for US EPA
US EPA Region 6

1445 Ross Ave - Suite 1200
Dallas, TX 75202-2773
Phone: 214-665-6647

Fax:  214-665-6490

Email: hill troy@epa.gov

Mtr.David Hughes
Representative for LA Dept. 6f Env. Quality
LA Dept. of Environmental Quality

Mr. Doug Jacobson
Alternative for US EPA
US EPA Region VI

1445 Ross Ave., Suite 1200
Dallas, TX 75202

Phone: 214-665-6692

Fax: 214-665-6689

Email: jacobson.doug@epa.gov
Mr. Paul Johnson

Representative for LA Science Teachers Assoc.

LSTA

P.O. Box 5097

Houma, LA 70361

Phone: 985-872-1462
Email: pjohnson sb.net

Dr. Jessica Kastler
Representative for LUMCON
LUMCON

8124 Hwy 56

Chauvin, LA 70344-2124
Phone: 985-851-2800

Email: jkastler@lumcon.edu

Mr. Quin Kinler

Alternate for USDA/NRCS

USDA Natural Resources Conservation
P.O. Box 16030

Baton Rouge, LA 70893

Phone: 225-382-2047

Fax: 225-382-2042

Email: guinkinler@la.usda.gov

Dr. Gary Lafleur

Alternate for Nicholls State University
NSU Biology Dept.

P.O. Box 2021

Thibodaux, LA 70310

Phone: 985-448-4715

Fax:  985-448-2496

Email: biol-GJL(@nicholls.edu

Mzt. Vic Lafont

Representative for SLEC

South Louisiana Economic Council
P.O. Box 2048

Thibodaux, LA 70310

Phone: 985-448-4485

Fax: 985-448-4486

Email: slec-vrl@nicholls.edu

Mr. Randy Lanctot

Representative for Louisiana Wildlife Federation
Louisiana Wildlife Federation

P.O. Box 65239

Baton Rouge, LA 70896

Phone: 225-344-6707

Fax:  225-344-6707

Email: lawildfed@aol.com

Ms. Jean Landry

Alternate for The Nature Conservancy
The Nature Conservancy

P.O. Box 675

Grand Isle, LA 70358

Phone: 985-787-2514

Fax:  985-787-3599

Email: jeanl@mobiletel.com

Ms. Lot LeBlanc
Alternate for SLEC
Restore or Retreat

Mr. AlJ. Levron

Reptesentative for Terrebonne Parish
Terrebonne Patish

P.O. Box 2768

Houma, LA 70361

Phone: 985-873-6405

Fax:  985-873-6409

Email: allevion@tpcg.org



Mr. Donald Litette

Alternate for Commercial Fisheries
Terrebonne Fisherman Org,

7083 Grand Caillou Road

Dulac, LA 70353

Phone: 985-563-7009

Fax: 985-563-7009

Email: litet6@aol.com

Mr. Gene Loupe

Alternate for USDA/NRCS
NRCS

204 E. Bayou Rd.
Thibodaux, LA 70301
Phone: 985-446-6226

Email: gene.loupe@la.usda.gov

Mr. R Michael (Mike) Lyons

Representive for Louisiana Mid-Continent Oil &
Gas Assoc.

LA Mid-Continent Oil & Gas Assoc.

801 N. Boulevard, Suite 201

Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5727

Phone: 225-387-3205

Fax: 225-344-5502

Email: lyons@lmoga‘com

Mr. Andrew Maclnnes

Representative for Plaquemines Parish
Plaquemines Parish CZM

106 Avenue "G"

Belle Chase, LA 70037

Phone: 504-297-5320

Fax:  504-394-9541

Email: Andrew Maclnnes(@cmaaccess.com

Mr. Earl Matherne

Representative for St. Chatles Parish
St. Chatles Patish Council

P.O. Box 302

Hahnville, LA 70057

Phone: 985-783-5060

Fax: 985-783-6447

Email: ematherne(@stcharlesgov.net

Mr. Mark Mathews

Alternate for US Coast Guard

US Coast Guard

800 David Dr., Room 232

Morgan City, LA 70380

Phone: 985-380-5313

Email: mmathews@msomorgancity.uscg.mil

Dr. Earl Melancon

Representative for Nicholls State University
Nicholls State University

Dept. of Biological Science

P.O. Box 2021

Thibodaux, LA 70310

Phone: 985-448-4689

Fax:  985-493-2496

Cell: ~ 985-859-1300

Email: earl. melancon@nicholls.edu

Mzr. James Miller

Alternate for Terrebonne Parish
Terrebonne Parish Government
P.O. Box 6097

Houma, La 70361

Phone: 985-850-8145

Fax:  985-873-6439

Email: jmiller@tpcg.org

Mr. David Muth

Reptesentative for National Park Service
Jean Lafitte Nat'l Hist. Park & Preserve
419 Rue Decatur

New Otleans, LA 70130-1035

Phone: 504-589-3882

Fax:  504-589-3851

Email: david muth@nps.gov

Ms. Brenda Nixon

Alternate for LSTA

Louisiana Science Teachers Assoc.
1885 Wooddale Blvd., 11th floor
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-1511
Phone: 225-922-0690

Email: benixon@aol.com
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Mr. Ronnie Paille

Representative for US Fish & Wildlife Service
US Fish & Wildlife Service

646 Cajundome Blvd.

Lafayette, LA 70506

Phone: 337-291-3110

Fax:  337-291-3139

Email: ronald paille@fws.gov

Ms. Anne Perry

Representative for LA Dept. of Economic Dev.

LA Dept. of Economic Development
P.O. Box 395

Patterson, LA 70392

Phone: 504-395-5913

Fax:  504-395-6040

Email: perry@lded.statela.us

Mz. Steven Peyronnin

Representative for Coalition to Restore Coastal
LA

Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana

746 Main St., Suite B101

Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Phone: 225-344-6555

Fax:  225-344-0950

Email: stevenp@crcl.org

Hon. Loulan Pitre

Representative for Greater Lafourche Port
Comm.

State of Louisiana

104 W. 65th St.

Cut Off, LA 70345

Phone: 985-632-2001

Fax:  985-632-3306

Email: milan@cajunnet.com

Ms. Angela Rathle

Alternate for National Park Service
Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center
314 St. Mary St.

Thibodaux, LA 70301

Phone: 985-448-1375

Fax:

Email: angela_r_rathle@nps.gov

Mrt. Jim Rives

Representative for LA Dept. of Natural
Resources

LA Dept of Natural Resoutces

P.O. Box 44487

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4487

Phone: 225-342-8921

Fax:  225-342-9439

Email: jimr(@duor.stateJa.us

Mt. Randy Robichaux

Alternate for Louisiana Independent Oil & Gas
Assoc.

Denbury Management

2503 Petroleum Ave.

Houma, LA 70363

Phone: 985-857-9215

Fax:

Email: randyr@denbury.com

Ms. Pam Roussel

Alternate for SCPDC

South Central Planning,& Development
Commission

P.O. Box 1870

Gray, LA 70359

Phone: 985-851-2900

Fax: 985-851-4472

Email: pam@scpdc.org

Mr. Anthony Roussell

Representative for LA Dept. of Health &
Hospitals

LA Dept. of Health & Hospitals

210 State St., Box 436

New Orleans, LA 70118

Phone: 504/896-1378

Fax:  504/896-1421

Email: aarousse@dhh.]a.gov

Mr. Mark Schexnayder
Alternate for LSU Ag Center
LSU Ag Center

1855 Ames Blvd.

Marrero, LA 70072

Phone:

Fax:

Email: mschexnavder@agctrlsuedu
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Mr. Jason Smith

Alternate for Jefferson Parish
Jefferson Par Environ Dept

1221 Elmwood Park Blvd., Suite 703
Harahan, LA 70123

Phone: 504-731-4612

Fax: 504-838-4256

Email: ismith@jeffparish.net

Mr. Brad Spicer

Representative for LA Assoc. of Consetv. Dist.

Office of Soil & Water Conservation
P.O. Box 3554

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3554
Phone: 225-922-1270

Fax: 225-922-2577

Email: brad s@ldaf.state.]a.us

Mr. Butch Stegall

Representative for LA Dept. of Ag & Forestry
LA Dept. of Agriculture & Forestry

P.O. Box 3554

Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3554

Phone: 225-922-1270

Fax: 225-922-2577

Email: butch s@ldaf state.la.us

Ms. Christina Swaye

Alternate for LA Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office
LA Oil Spill Coordinators Office

625 N. 4th St. Rm 800

Baton Rouge, LA 70806

Phone:

Fax:

Email: cswaye@losco.state.la.us

Mzr. C. A. "Buck” Vandersteen
Representative for LA Forestry Association
Louisiana Forestry Assoc.

P.O. Box 5067

Alexandria, LA 71307-5067

Phone: 318-443-2558

Fax: 318-443-1713

Email: [fa@laforestry.com

Mr. Chuck Villarubia

Alternate for LA Dept. of Natural Resources
LA Dept. of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 94396

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9396

Phone: 225-342-0932

Fax: 225-342-9417

Email: chuckv(@dnr.state.]a.us

Mr. Peter Vujnovich

Alternate for Commercial Fisheries
Plaquemine Oyster Association

111 Treadway Lane

Port Sulphur, LA 70083

Phone: 985-564-2966

Fax: 985-564-2083

Email: none

Mr. Herman Waguespack

Alternate for American Sugar Cane League
American Sugar Cane League

P.O. Drawer 938

Thibodaux, LA 70302-0938

Phone: 985-448-3707

Fax:  985-448-3722

Email: hlwag@amscl.org

Mr. John Walthers
Representative for CCA
Coastal Conservation Association
211 Winder Read-East
Thibodaux, LA 70301

Phone: 985-446-2703

Ms. Deetra Washington

Alternate for Governor’s Office for Coastal
Activities

Governor's Office for Coastal Activities
1051 3¢d St.

Baton Rouge, LA 70802

Email: deetra.washington@gov.state.la.us



Ms. Ann Wilson

Representative for LA Dept. of Education
LA Dept. of Education

P.O. Box 94064

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9064

Phone: 225-342-0140

Fax:  225-219-9891

Email: ann.wilson@la.gov

Mr. Scott Wilson

Alternate for USGS
USGS/NWRC

700 Cajundome Blvd.
Lafayette, LA 70506

Phone: 337-266-8644

Fax: 337-266-8513

Email: scott wilson@usgs.gov

Ms. Marnie Winter

Representative for Jefferson Parish
Jefferson Parish Environmental Dept.
1221 Elmwood Pk Blvd., Suite1006
Jetferson, LA 70123

Phone: 504-736-6440

Fax: 504-736-6445

Emuail: mwintcr@jeffparish.net

Mrt. John Woodard

Alternate for LA Assoc. of Conservation Districts
Castex

P.O. Box 206

Houma, LA 70361

Phone: 985-879-3528

Fax: 985-876-5267

Email: jwoodard@apachecoxg.com

Mt. Jerome Zeringue

Alternate for Terrebonne Parish
Terrebonne Levee & Conservation District
419 Sunset Dr.

Houma, LA70360

Phone: 985-857-8991

Fax: 985-594-4104

Email: jzee@,tlcd.orgf

Ms. Lisa Zeringe

Altemnate for USDA/NRCS

204 East Bayou Rd.

Thibodaux, LA 70301

Phone: 985-447-3871 ext. 3

Fax: 985-446-2793

Email: lisa-zeringe(@la.nacdnet.org
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CCMP Action Plans

Priotity Action Plans are indicated in bold.

I. Coordinated Planning and Implementation
e Program Implementation Structure Action Plans

O
@)
O

PI-1
PI-2
PI-3

Continue the Management Conference
Establish points-of-contact throughout the state for CCMP implementation
Maintain the program office and critical staff

e Cootdinated Planning Action Plans

o]
o]
o]

CPr-1
CP-2
CPr-3
CP-4

CP-5

Use of participatory decision-making processes at Management Conference meetings; conflict tesolution
Establish two Wetlands Permitting Information Centers in the estuary

Provide education and planning assistance to local officials and planners to ensure sustainable economic
development within the estuary

Develop and implement a set of recommended procedures for agencies to involve the public in the development of state
rules, regulations, and guidelines

Establish a periodic evaluation process to assess implementation of the wetlands permitting process and
regulations

IL Ecological Management

e  THabitat Action Plans

o}

O 0O 0O 0 0 O

EM-1
EM-2
EM-3
EM-4
EM-5
EM-6
EM-7

Restore the natural hydrology of areas receiving freshwater inflows

Divert freshwater and sediment to decrease salinities and maintain/create marsh

Evaluate the effectiveness of reactivating Bayou Lafourche as a distributary channel of the Mississippi River

Use of dredged material to cteate, maintain, and restore marshes

Preserve and restore the estuary’s barrier islands

Stabilize shorelines and induce sediment deposition to create, maintain, and restore marshes

Evaluate marsh managemerit/ watet control structures to stabilize watet levels and salinity for marsh establishment and
growth

®  Water Quality Action Plans

o]
o]
o]

EM-8
EM-9
EM-10

EM-11
EM-12
EM-13

Quantitatively estimate soutces and loads of nutrient, bacteria, and toxic contaminants within the estuary
Reduce the numbet, volume, and impact of petroleum/related fluid spills to the estuary

Reduce human sewage dischatges to the estuaty from treatment plants, rural home, unsewered communities,
commercial and residential vessels, and waterfront camps

Employ existing agricultural BMPs to reduce loadings of nutrient and toxic contaminants

Reduce pollutant loadings associated with current stormwater discharge practices; enhance wetlands with stormwater
Create 2 GIS-based database of sediment contamination for management purposes



o EM-14 Determine risk/threats of toxic and noxious phytoplankton blooms to human health and fisheries industties
e Living Resoutces Action Plans
o EM-15  Encourage landowners to manage their land as habitat for migratory and resident birds
o EM-16 Reduce adverse impacts of exotic plant species through regulation, education, management, and control
o EM-17 Initiate a zebra mussel monitoring program in the estuary and develop and disseminate new information about control
techniques
® Accessible and Compatible Data Sets Action Plan
o EM-18 Create an accessible, centralized data management system

II1. Sustained Recognition and Citizen Involvement
e Citizen Involvement and Participation Action Plans

o SR-1 Develop a network of community leaders and teams to support and implement CCMP Action Plans
o SR-2 ~ Regularly conduct meetings to involve the public in decisions on estuary issues
o SR-3 Provide citizen involvement opportunities for protecting and managing the estuary
o SR+4 Develop citizen monitoring programs to produce data on water quality and living resources issues
o SR-5 Conduct and suppott activities that highlight the cultural heritage of the estuary to develop environmental awareness and
stewardship
o SR-6 Assist and encourage communities to establish urban green spaces
o SR-7 Continue LDEQ’s storm drain stenciling throughout the estuary
e  Public Information and Education Action Plans :
o SR-8 Generate legislator support for estuary issues
o SR-9 Use the media for information dissemination
o SR-10 Otrganize a group of volunteer speakers and presentations on estuary issues
o SR-11 Provide educational materials on estuary issues for identified target audiences
o SR-12 Develop a targeted distribution campaign for information about the estuary and the CCMP
o SR-13 Create and promote the use of a 1-800 number for the program office
e K-16 Cutriculum Action Plans
o SR-14 Develop and disseminate curriculum materials to support estuarine education (I<-16)
o SR-15 Ptovide continuing environmental education programs
o SR-16 Develop an awareness of the need to finance environmental education; identify funding strategies and sources
o SR-17 Establish an estuarine educational resoutce netwotk in the estuary

IV. Economic Growth
e Economic Development Action Plans '
o EG-1 Identify sources of funding for new environmentally sustainable businesses
o EG-2 Encourage nature-based tourism and recreation



@]

EG-3

Develop a commetcial market for niutria to reduce theit impacts on wetlands

Technology Transfer Action Plans

(@]
O

EG-4
EG-5

EG-6

EG-7
EG-8

Conduct an annual technology exposition to showcase environmentally-sustainable technologies

Develop new and-expand existing markets, encourage and provide training in the exportation of enviconmentally
sustainable resources, products, and technology

Identify existing, develop new, and encourage the use of more environmentally sensitive technologies and
business practices ' »

Identify, promote, and provide financial/tax incentives for environmentally sustainable economic development

Develop and implement an education program to explain the purpose of wetlands permitting to business and industry
audiences



L. Coordinated Planning and Implementation

Program Implementation Structure Action Plans

PI1

The BTNEP Management Conference has held 12 quarterly meetings between January 2001 and December 2003. The Management
Conference oversees and coordinates CCMP implementation. Fotty-six individuals, representing the interests of the: ‘major
stakeholders in the estuary, serve on this conference. Major stakeholders are represented by industry and business organizations;
federal, state, and local governments; academia; environtnental organizations; and the general public. Groups added'were the
Louisiana Forestry Association, the National Park Service, and the Louisiana Nature Conservancy.

Lead Agencies: BTNED.

Audience and media participation at Management Conference meetings has increased significantly.

The development of Action Plan Teams has significantly increased participation in non-Management Conference and Management
Conference meetings.

BTNEDP staff represents the interests of the CCMP in policy-making venues by actively participating on 21 different boards, study
panels, and committees for interagency and community-based natural resources management.

Ongoing

Ongoing

PI-2

The Louisiana Governor’s Office was designated as Point -of-Contact for the State of Louisiana. In July 2001, Louisiana Universities -

Marine Consortium (LUMCON) took over the role as the State representative in matters related to fiscal and administrative support.
LUMCON continues to provide the necessary Program Office support functions and will continue to receive any additional EPA
grant funds.

The Management Conference has empowered the Action Plan Teams to take on more administrative responsibilities,

The BTNERP staff represent the interests of the CCMP in policy-making venues by actively participating on vatious boards, study

panels, and committees for interagency and community-based natural resources management. Cutrently, Program staff hold seats
with the:

¢  Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion Interagency Committee

e  Louisiana Coastal Curticulum Committee

e  Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act Task Force, and Outreach Comumittee
¢ Gulf of Mexico Program Focus Teams (Public Health, Non-Indigenous Species, Habitat)
¢ Gulf of Mexico Program Shellfish Challenge Initiative

e Louisiana Wildlife Biologists Association

e  Association of National Estuaty Programs, Public Outreach Committee

¢ Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management Advisory Board

¢  Louisiana Sea Grant Exotic Species Board

¢  Estuary Research Foundation

e  Restore or Retreat

e America’s Fisheries Society

Ongoing

Ongoing
Ongoing




¢  SeaGrant Director Search Committee

e  Touistana Science Teachers Association

e  FEnvironmental Educators Association

e America’s Wetlands Campaign

e National Marine Educators Association

¢  Touisiana Marine Educators Association

¢  Native Plant Society

¢  Ground Water Management Task Force

o New Orleans Chamber of Commerce

¢  Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce
¢ Thibodaux Chamber of Commerce

¢  Bayou Region Chamber of Commetce

¢  Louisiana Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force

PI-3

The Program Office will continue to be responsible for the development of memoranda of agreements, or MOAs, with various
government agencies and others to implement CCMP actions and to assist the various responsible agencies with respect to
implementation of specific Action Plans.

The Program Office is also responsible for the development and execution of numerous projects to gather scientific information, to
educate the public about vatious issues, and to foster support from stakeholders.

The Program Office currently operates with 8 unclassified State positions, including Program Director, Office Coordinator, Senior
Scientist, Formal Education Coordinator, Habitat Enhancement Coordinator, Non-Point Source Pollution Coordinator, Community
Relations Coordinator and Invasive Species Coordinator.

Ongoing

Coordinated

Planning Action Plans

CP-1

Bayou Lafourche Community Adventure — The goal of this project is to utilize cultutal heritage as a tool to increase public
undetstanding of the need to keep the BTES free from pollution. To that end, the following projects have been developed: a
photography contest (ongoing), an oral history collection (ongoing), and 3 paddling trips down Bayou Lafourche (in November 2001,
2002, and 2003).

Lead Agencies: BTEF / Cost: $30,000 (Sec. 320).

From May 1994 to December 2003, BINEP was a co-sponsor of the Gulf of Mexico Program’s Barataria-Terrebonne Shellfish
Challenge Initiative, the goal of which is to “increase Gulf shellfish beds available for safe harvest by 10%.” The Watershed
Evaluation Team, an advisory committee made up of representatives from local and state agencies and the oyster industry, guided the
process. Sixty-one candidate oyster growing water restoration projects in the estuary were identified through a series of broadly
represented, consensus-based “stakeholder” meetings. The list was refined to four Priotity Projects for immediate implementation.
The BTNEP Management Conference volunteered to serve as the implementation coordinator for the Priority Projects.

Lead Agencies. BINEP, GOMP / Cost: $266,000.

Ongoing

Complete




The Barataria-Terrebonne Management Conference continues to use participatory decision-making methodologies (T'echnologies of
Participation, or ToP) in all of its meetings and workshops to implement the CCMP. Other planning efforts such as Coast 2050 and
the Davis Pond Advisory Boatd continue to use methods of decision-making to incotrporate lessons learned from BTNEP.

Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act (CWPPRA), Public Law 101-646, Title III, was authotized by Congress
and signed into law by President George Bush in 1990. CWPPRA directly addresses wetlands loss nationally, with a ptimary focus on
coastal Louisiana’s serious wetlands loss challenges. The Act directed that a Task Force consisting of representatives: of five federal
agencies and the State of Louisiana develop a “comprehensive approach to restore and prevent the loss of coastal wetlands in
Louisiana.” The five federal agencies include the Department of the Army, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department of
Commerce, the Department of the Interior, and the Department of Agriculture. The State of Louisiana is represented by the
Governot's Office for Coastal Activities. BTINEP products as well as the BINEP director and staff continue to play active roles in
the CWPPRA processes. :

A feasibility study in the Barataria Basin (designed to address coastal restoration from a basin-wide scale and analyze all reasonable
solutions to the problems) continues under the Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) and State of Louisiana process.
Lead Agencies. ACOE.

Davis Pond, a majot freshwater diversion project, began operation in March 2002. Dean Blanchard, Habitat Enhancement
Coordinator, represents BINEP as a voting member of the Davis Pond Interagency Advisory Committee. BTNEP is a member of
the Technical Committee for Davis Pond. These committees will determine policies for project operation utilizing the BTINEP
approach to conflict resolution and decision-making, and will have a major influence on the project results.

Though no formal conflict-resolution procedure has been adopted, significant conflicts whose resolution is crucial torimplementation
of the CCMP have been addressed successfully as evidenced by the Oyster Lease Relocation Program.

The Program’s staff represent the interests of the CCMP in policy-making venues by actively participating on 21 different boards,
study panels, and committees for interagency and community-based natural resources management, encouraging common ground and
decision making in those groups.

BTNEP was asked by multiple agencies to lead and cootdinate the response to the Marsh Dieback. This phenomenon was classified
as an Ecological Emergency.

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

CP-2

Jefferson Parish Local Permit Information and Training Center — A Permit Information and Training Center was established (housed
at the Jefferson Parish Coastal Zone Management Office) to (1) assist the general public, small businesses, and others in applying for

wetland' permits, and (2) determine the need for Wetland Permitting Information Centers throughout the BTES. Approximately 150

people were helped at the information center from 2001-2003.

Lead Agencies. Jefferson Parish Department of Environmental Affairs, Lafourche CZM / Cost: $60,000 (Sec. 320).

Complete

CP-3

The Terrebonne Parish Coastal Zone Management Comnittee has reotganized and is more actively engaged in the selection of
projects through the CWPPRA process.

Plaquemines Parish Coastal Zone Management Committee has become more actively engaged in the selection of prajects though the
CWPPRA process and Lafourche Parish CZM also continues to be active.

Ongoing

Ongoing




BTNEP has assumed a more active role in the CWPPRA. project selection process, providing guidance and leadership to local
governments duting the process.

Ongoing

CP-4

BINEP is cootdinating an effort to gather infotmation on the development of an onsite sewage treatment system (marsh up-welling
system) that can be successfully used to treat sewage from camps and individual hones. Partners include LA Dept. of Health &
Hospitals, LA Dept. of Environmental Quality, Jefferson Parish Environmental Dept., Bayou Segnette Boatet’s Assaciation and the
Gulf of Mexico Program. This effort could potentially result in legislative approval of this new technology.

Lead Agencies: BINEP.

BTNEP was instrumental. in educating the public through its website and petsonal appearances and radio interviews, regarding the
impact of three proposed constitutional amendments addressing providing revenue for coastal restoration.

Ongoing

Complete

CP-5

The LDNR-CMD has completed a teview process fot local coastal programs that included review of parish regulatofy programs. The
review covered the time period of 7/1/01 — 6/30/03. All local programs evaluated their ordinances’ authority over mitigation,
enforcement, and appeals. The Coastal Wetlands Conservation Plan involves petiodic review, by federal agencies pasticipation in
CWPPRA, of LDNR-CMD/local permnit actions to ensure no net-loss of wetlands as a result of development activities.

Lead Agencies: LDNR-CMD.

Complete




II. Ecological Management

Habitat Action Plans

EM-1

*Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion — This project involves freshwater diversion into marsh-habitats, and was initiated in 6;/2002.
Lsad Agencies: Federal, WRDA / Cost: $106,000 BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves placement of rock for shoreline protection of an erading canal and
removal of an artificial levee that was impounding over 1,850 acres of fish habitat.

Lead Agencies: Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Motris P. Herbert, Inc, BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cosz: $333,650 (BINEP contribution $12,600).

*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves beach protection via sand fencing and mangrove planting.
Lrad Agencies. Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore Ametica’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Morris P. Herbert, Inc,, BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cost $36,000 BINEP with no direct cash contribution).

BTNEP authored and published several publications on wetlands issues such as:
e  Camp and Houseboat Sanitation in Louisiana
o  Fisheries Implications of Freshwater Re-Introductions
e  Mississippi River Water Quality: Implications for Coastal Restoration
*  Closing the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet: Environmental and Economic Considerations
o  Coastal Louisiana and South Florida: A Comparative Wetland Inventory
»  Stewardship Incentives for Louisiana’s Coastal Landowners
e  Wetlands Functions & Values in Louisiana
e  DPortrait of an Estuary

Construction of 2 wing wall/barge structure to allow for the blockage of the Company Canal to prevent saltwater intrusion form reaching
the water processing facility near Lockport, LA. The structure has a barge that is capable of being moved into place across the canal and
then sunk, thus preventing the passage of the saltwater.

I cad Agencies: BLFWD / Cost. $2,000,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

Jefferson Parish utilizes non-indigenous materials such as Christmas trees to fill in abandoned oil and gas canals and restote natural
hydrology. Since 1991, more than 450,000 trees have been recycled to construct shoreline and sediment fences and to fill in abandoned
canals. This project continues and has begun in Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes.

A statewide comprehensive plan is being prepared under the LCA process. This plan was submitted for inclusion in the WRDA
Authorization of 2004.

The Gulf of Mexico Program, NRCS, and the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Progratn are partnering on an efforti to identify those
pump station discharges that could be rerouted through wetland habitats as opposed to canals to benefit wetland plants and reduce the rate
of wetland loss. The rerouting would protect the existing levees from future direct wave erosion and provide for habitat for wetland
dependent species.

I ead Agencies. BINEP, GOMP, NRCS.

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Complete

Complete

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing




EM-2

*Naomi Outfall Management — This re-establishment involved siphon outfall management in intermediate marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR, CWPPRA / Cosz: $500,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion — This project involves freshwater diversion into marsh babitats, and was initiated in 3/2002. Dean
Blanchard, Habitat Enhancement Coordinator, represents BINEP as a voting member of the Davis Pond Advisory Committee, and
BTNEDP is a member of the Technical Committee for Davis Pond; these committees will determine project operation utilizing the BTNEP

approach to conflict resolution and decision-making and will have a major influence on the project results.
Lead Agencies. Federal, WRDA / Cost: $106,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

Optimum Utilization of Oyster Leases Influenced by the Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion -- A set of commetcial leases strategically
located throughout the bay will be systematically sampled over a period of two years. It is predicted that salinity changes will modify the
spatial and temporal character of the oyster populations in the Bay. There is a universal set of parameters used by researchers and resource
managers to explain the distribution and abundance of oysters along the Gulf and Atlantic coasts, many of which will be measured in this
project. The data will be statistically analyzed and summarized in tabular, graphical and GIS format. The information also becomes a data
set available for use by others in future research and management needs. The ultimate goal is to develop best management strategies for
harvest of oyster leases i1 Jow-salinity waters.

Lead Agencies: Nicholls State Univetsity / Cost $325,912 (BINEP with no direct cash contribution).

Shifts in Barataria Bay oystér populations due to the operation of the Davis Pond freshwater diversion were delineated. Monthly
documenting and comparing the survival, reproduction, recruitment and meat condition of the natural subtidal oyster populations at five
locations arranged in an up-estuaty to a down-estuary pattern. This is correlated with salinity, temperature, and Davis Pond Diversion
flow.

Lead Agencies. Nicholls State University / Cost: $46,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

The project documented 13-year fishing efforts of an oysterman showing how he (and his fishety) has to move-up estuary and down-
estuary as Baratatia Bay’s salinity shifts between drought and wet year conditions. Relationship of salinity shifts and oyster harvest efforts
in pre-diversion Barataria Bay and its implication in understanding Habitat modification. Lease production by site was compared to wet and
dry years within the Barataria Estuary.

Lead Agencies: Nicholls State University / Cost: $39,997 (BINEP with no direct cash contribution).

The South Central Planning and Development Commission continued their K-12 and public nonpoint source pollution (NPS) education
project. The objective of this project is to transfer information about urban NPS and home sewage systems. The effectiveness of
construction best management practices (BMPs) will be demonstrated through the use of presentations, photographs, andwvideos that
document successful examples. SCPDC setved as an educational resource for elementary, middle and high schools by making
presentations of “Desdemona’s Splash,” (EPA interactive computer game) and the EnviroScape® model (plastic watershed model).
Lead Agenciess SCPDC, LDEQ / Cost: $250,000 ($150,000 from LDEQ; $100,000 from SCPDC).

Authored and published several publications on wetlands issues such as:
e  Camp and Houseboat Sanitation in Louisiana
e  Fisheries Implications of Freshwater Re-Introductions
®  Mississippi River Water Quality: Implications for Coastal Restoration
®  Closing the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet: Environmental and Economic Considerations

Complete

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Complete
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o

e Coastal Louisiana and South Florida: A Comparative Wetland Inventory
e  Stewardship Incentives for Louisiana’s Coastal Landowners

o  Wetlands Functions & Values in Louisiana

e  Portrait of an Estuaty

BTNEP has introduced the concept of delivering bedload sediments through a series of pipelines for the restoration of coastal ecosystems.

A statewide comprehensive plan is being prepared under the LCA process. This plan was submitted for inclusion in the WRDA
Authorization of 2004.

The following CWPPRA projects are ongoing:
¢ Grand Bayou/Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) Freshwater Diversion
e  Lake Boudreaux Basin Freshwater Introduction and Hydrologic Management Project
e Myrtle Grove Siphons Project

Naomi Siphon Outfall Management

West Bay Sediment Diversion Project

e  South Lake Decade Freshwater Introduction Project

e  Center and Eastern Terrebonne Basin Freshwater Delivery Project

Ongoing
Ongoing

Ongoing

EM-3

A post-certified Water Patrol Officer locates and issues notices of violations of BLFWD, parish, state, and federal pollution laws and
regulations. This officer operates from boat to sight the problem areas, and then notifies the landowners of violations. Process has two 30
day clean-up periods, then final 15 day warning, Civil and ctitninal fines for refusal to clean property range to $500.

Lead Agencies. BLFWD, USEPA. / Cost: $90,000 ($50,000 for equipment; $40,000 per year for personnel).

An aquatic vegetation study was conducted to determine the range and amount of hydrilla and investigate any chemical control measures in
Bayou Lafourche. Study was conducted by Dr. Alex Lasseigne of Nicholls State University.
Lead Agencies: BLEWD / Cost. $42,000.

Construction of a wing wall/barge structure to allow for the blockage of the Company Canal to prevent saltwater intrusior: form reaching
the water processing facility near Lockport, LA. The structure has a barge that is capable of being moved into place across the canal and
then sunk, thus preventing the passage of the saltwater.

Lead Agencies: BLEWD / Cost: $2,000,000 (BINEP with no direct cash contribution).

A pipeline survey was conducted to locate and identify the various pipelines crossing Bayou Lafourche from its headwaters in
Donaldsonville, 1A to the Gulf of Mexico.
Lead Agencies: LA Applied Oil Spill Research & Development Program / Cost: $5,000 (BLFWD contribution).

USGS monitoting gages were installed to allow the Bayou Lafourche Fresh Water District to monitor the water quality parameters (temp,
salinity, stage, and specific conductance) along the major route of saltwater intrusion into Bayou Lafourche.
Lead Agencies: BLFWD / Cost: $42,000 (828,000 for equipment; $14,000 annual USGS maintenance fees).

Hydrilla on Bayou Lafourche was controlled using two mechanical harvesters on loan from the US Army Corp of Engineers.
Lead Agencies: BLFWD / Cost: $150,000 ($50,000 for equipment; $100,000 per year for personnel).

Ongoing

Complete

Complete

Complete

Ongoing

Ongoing
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USEPA and the State of Louisiana are continuing a Feasibility Study, currently ifi the Engineering & Design Phase. This study is currently Ongoing
evaluating a number of alternatives looking at introducing Mississippi River Water into Bayou Lafourche.
Six meetings were conducted with officials to discuss the benefits of increased flow of Bayou Lafourche. Complete
As a result of Legislative amendment in July of 2002, BTNEP had entered into a Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with the Louisiana Ongoing
Department of Natural resources (LIDNR) to impletnent specified outreach activities related to the Mississippi Freshwater Re-Introduction
into Bayou Lafourche (the current project name.) BTNEDP has developed a website dedicated to the project. The site,
www.bayoulafourche.org), was launched November 5, 2003. Legislative briefings and field trips and peet group discussions are scheduled,
and a display is in development. The 2003 Bayou Lafourche Paddle trip was funded through this agreement.
Lead Agencies: BTNEP, LDNR / Cost. Amount of agreement is $205,000 from LDNR to BINEP.
BTNEP conducted several tours for elected officials, water plant operators and industry representatives during a period of elevated Complete
saltwater intrusion into Bayou Lafourche. The tours were meant to educate the region about the need for constructing bartiers to future
saltwater intrusions.

EM-4 *Accelerated Program for Woody species Selection (Barataria waterway) — This project is part of an ongoing project, and involved planting | Complete
of trees and shrubs in channel spoilbanks.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, NFWE, BINEP / Cosz: $27,850 (BTNEP contribution $9,775).
*Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection (Grand Isle) — This project is part of an ongoing project, and involved planting of trees | Complete
and shrubs in salt marsh habitat.
Lead Agencier. NRCS, NFWE, BINEP /Cosr: $27,850 (BINEP contribution $9,775).
*Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection (Port Fourchon) — This project is part of an ongoing project, and invelved planting of Complete
a tree and shrub adaptation trial in brackish marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, NFWE, BINEP /Cosr: $27,850 (BTNEP contribution §9,775).
*Brown Marsh Small Dredge — This project involved placement of beneficial dredge material for salt marsh creation. Complete
Lead Agencies: NOAA Cost: $341,317 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
*Discovery Project — This project involved vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in salt marsh habitat. Complete
Lead Agencies. BINEP, Morris P. Herbert, Inc., T-Beb’s Wetland Nursery / Cosr: $5,600 BTNEP contribution $5,000).
*Flexible Dustpan Demonstration — This project involved placement of beneficial dredge material for salt marsh creation. Complete
Lead Agencies: CWPPRA, ACOE / Cost: $1,903,303 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
*Lafoutrche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves creation of 45 acres of brackish marsh. Ongoing
Lead Agencies: Bdward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNQO, Restore Amerjca’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Morris P. Herbert, Inc., BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cost: $325,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
In September 2003, BINEP sponsored, with US EPA, the Army Corps of Engineers - New Orleans District, and the Dredget’s Complete

Association, an Environmental Dredging Conference as part of a national conference, to discuss the building of marsh through the use of
pipeline shurry.
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A statewide comprehensive plan is being prepared under the LCA process. This plan was submitted for inclusion in the WRDA Ongoing
Authorization of 2004.
BTNEDP has introduced the concept of delivering bedload sediments through a sexies of pipeline for the restoration of coastal eco-systems. Ongoing
BTNEDP, in collaboration with Bayou Lafourche Port Commission and other entities, has initiated a project to restore 30 acres of maritime | Ongoing
forest ridge and adjacent marsh habitat.
*Lake Boudreaux Re-Vegetation Project — This project involved vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in brackish marsh habitat. Complete
Lead Agencies: Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cost: $6,964 BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
The following projects are ongoing: Ongoing
®  Barataria Bay Waterway Westbank Protection (PBA-12a)
e  North Lake Merchant Landbridge Protection Project

EM-5 *Brown Marsh Accessions (East Grand Terre and Queen Bess Island) — This project involved replicated field trials testing accession Complete
collection of §. alterniflora dieback.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, LDNR-CRD / Cost: BINEP support in-kind.
*Grand Terre Marsh Creation — This project involved vegetative planting of S. pazens and §. spartinae for marsh creation and stabilization. Complete
Lead Agencies: NRCS, LSU Ag Center / Cost. BTINEP with no direct cash contribution.
*Grand Isle Rehabilitation — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for the creation of dunes. Complete
Lead Agencies. NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americorps, UNO Env. Camp / Cost: $9,400- BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
*Grand Isle *02 — This project involved vegetative planting of bitter panicutn in beach-dune habitat. Complete
Lead Agencies: Americorps, Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cost. $4,200 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
*Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection (Grand Isle) — This project is part of an ongoing project, and involved planting of trees | Complete
and shrubs in salt marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, NFWEF, BINEP / Cost. $27,850 (BTNEP contribution $9,775). E
*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves creation of 45 acres of brackish marsh. Ongoing
Lead Agencies: Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Mortis P. Herbert, Inc.,, BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cost: $325,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash coritribution).
*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves placement of rock for shoreline protection of an eroding canal and Ongoing
removal of an artificial levee that was impounding over 1,850 acres of fish habitat.
Lead Agencies. Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Ilafourche Port
Commission, Morzis P. Herbert, Inc., BTINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cost: $333,650 BTNEP contribution $12,600). 1
*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involives beach protection via sand fencing and mangrove planting. Oingoing
Lead Agencies: Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port

Commission, Morris P. Herbert, Inc., BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cost: $36,000 BINEP with no direct cash contribution).
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*Pelican Island Revegetation — This project involved vegetative planting of bitter panicum and sea oats in barrier island habitat. Complete

Lead Agencies: Plaquemine SWCD, NRCS, LDAF / Cosr: $4,970 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Spartina atterniflora Evaluation — This project is part of an ongoing project, and involved planting of Spartina alterniflora in salt marsh habitat. | Complete

Lead Agencies: NRCS, LSU Ag Center / Cost: not available until full project completion (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

The BINEP program was contacted by the UNO Foundation to help with development of a barrier shoreline report to be used in Complete

conjunction with the LCA effort led by the Corps of Engineers and LDNR. BTNEP’s role was to provide sections addressing the

importance of barrier islands and shorelines including some economic info on the resources of coastal LA.

Cost. $40,000.

A statewide comprehensive plan is being prepared under the LCA process. This plan was submitted for inclusion in the WRDA Ongoing

Authorization of 2004.

The “Dune and Marsh Creation at New Cut” project is ongoing. Ongoing
EM-6 *Barataria Waterway Shore Protection — This project involved tidal marsh bank production and construction. Complete

Lead Agencies: NRCS, LDNR, Jefferson Parish SWCD / Cost: $3,500,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Jonathan Davis Wetland — This project involved hydrologic restoration and shote protection of a tidal marsh. Complete

Lead Agencies: NRCS, LDNR, Jefferson Parish SWCD / Cost: $680,000 BTNEP with no ditect cash contribution).

*Barataria Land Bridge Shoreline Protection, Phases 1 and 2 — This project involved tidal marsh bank production and conistruction. Complete

Lead Agencies: NRCS, LDNR, Jefferson Parish SWCD, Lafourche Parish / Cosz: $1,400,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Grand Terre Marsh Creation — This project involved vegetative planting of . patens and S. spartinae for marsh creation and stabilization. Complete

Lead Agencies. NRCS, LSU Ag Center / Cost: BINEP with no direct cash contribution.

*Giant Bulrush Evaluation — This project involved an initial evaluation study of Louisiana ecotypes of .S cboenop/ectm calif. Complete

Lead Agenciess: NRCS / Cost: BINEP with no direct cash contribution. ‘ ‘

*Barataria Waterway Marsh Creation — Thiis rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for brackish and intermediate marsh Complete

creation. .

Lead Agencies:. NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americorps /Cost. $16,500 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Deer Range Canal — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for brackish marsh creation. Complete

Lead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americorps / Cost: $16,000 BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Myrtle Grove — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for shoreline protection. Complete

Lead Agencies:. NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americorps / Cost: $3,100 (BTNEP with no ditect cash contribution).

*East Golden Meadow — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for brackish marsh creation. Complete

Lead Agencies. NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF / Cost: $16,048 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Small Bayou Lapointe — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for intermediate marsh creation. Complete

Lead Agencies. NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF / Cost: $14,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
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*Lake Cheniere Interior Marsh Demonstration — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for brackish marsh creation.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF / Cosz. $23,100 (BINEP with no. direct pasticipation in financial support).

*Kings Ridge Interior Marsh Demonstration — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for intermediate marsh creation and
shoreline protection.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF / Cost: $16,394 (BINEP with no direct participation in financial support).

*Grand Bayou Revegetation Project — This project involved vegetative planting of California bulrush on brackish bayou banks.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cosz: $7,464 (BTINEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Bayou Folse — This project involved vegetative planting of giant cutgrass on bayou banks.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche-Tetrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR /Cost: $7,284 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Barataria Landbridge Shoreline — This project involved placement of rock for shoteline protection in brackish marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. CWPPRA, NRCS, LDNR, Crescent SWCD/ Cosz: $3$3,493,017 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*BBWW West Revegetation — This project involved planting of smooth cordgrass in coconut fiber mats in brackish marsh.
Lead Agencies: Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDAF / Cosz: $8,325 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Brady Canal I — This project involved vegetative planting of glant cutgrass in brackish marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche-Tetrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cost: $6,980 (BTINEP with no direct cash contribution)

*Castex Water Management — This project involved vegetative planting of Califotnia bulrush in fresh marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. Lafourche-Tetrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cosz: $11,580 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution)

*Discovery Project — This project involved vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in salt marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. BTINEP, Motris P. Herbert, Inc., T-Beb’s Wetland Nursery / Cost: $5,600 (BTNEP contribution $5,000).

*Goose Bayou Revegetation — This project involved vegetative planting of California bulrush in intermediate marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: Crescent SWCD, NRCS; LDAF / Cosz: $4,904 (BINEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Jonathan Davis Wetland Construction, Unit 3 - This project involved placement of rock for shoreline protection in intermediate marsh
habitat.
Lead Agencies. CWPPRA, NRCS, DNR, Crescent SWCD / Cosz: $3;177,337 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Lafoutche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves creation of 45 acres of brackish marsh.
Lead Agencies: Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore Ametica’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Morris P. Herbert, Inc., BTNEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cosz: $325,000 (BINEP with no direct cash cotitribution)

*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves placement of rock for shoreline protection of an eroding canal and
removal of an artificial levee that was impounding over 1,850 acres of fish habitat.

Lead Agencies: Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore Ametica’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Mortis P. Herbert, Inc., BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS /Cost: $333,650 (BTNEP contribution $12,600).

*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves beach protection via sand fencing and mangrove planting.
Lead Agencies. Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, Morris P. Herbert, Inc., BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS /Cost: $36,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
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Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Complete

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing
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*North Little Lake / South Bayou — This project involved vegetative planting of cordgrass in brackish marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cosr. $14,236 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*NW Pen Revegetation — This project involved planting of California bulrush in intermediate marsh habitats.
Lead Agencies: Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDAF / Cost: $6,282 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Shell Island Bay Revegetation — This project involved vegetative planting black mangtove in salt marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. Plaquemines SWCD, NRCS, LDAF / Cost: $5,962 (BTNEP with no direct cash conttibution).

*South Lake Decade — This project involved vegetative planting of California bulrush in brackish marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cosz: $10,156 (BTNEP with no ditect cash contribution).

Habitat Importance of VValisneria Beds — The goal of this project is to assess the nursery value of Vallisneria habitat, via nekton sampling at
Little Lake, Bay L’Outs, and other riearby shallow water habitats in the BTES. This data will be used to predict habitat value at other
locations in LA and in other estuaries along the Gulf coast.

Lead Agencies NOAA, NMFES / Cost: $45,000 (Sec. 320).

Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management applied for a Coastal Impact Assistance Program grant to create marsh along the South
Lafourche Protection Levee System. All the permits, right-of-ways, and requirements have been met and the project is expected to be built
this year. The project is to build five acres of marsh-platform along the Levee.

Lead Agencies: Lafourche CZM Program / Cost: $239,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

The Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management Program utilizes local high school and junior high students to recycle Christmas Trees. A
new site was built along the South Lafourche Protection Levee to serve as a buffer along the Levee.
Lead Agencies. Lafourche CZM Program.

Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management (Jess Curole) purchases 1,000 Cypress trees each year, and with the help of Kirk Kilgen
(DNR), Susan Terrebonne (Les Reflections Du Bayou), and volunteers, the trees are planted along Bayou Lafourche and other areas.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche CZM Program.

Les Reflections du Bayou is planting marsh grass plants along Bayou Lafourche’s banks and the area’s hurricane protections levees, and the
marshlands sutrounding Bayou Lafoutche, thereby enhancing coastal and marine habitat. These planting are designed to raise awareness
about land loss and activate community groups to become better environmental stewards.

Lead Agencies: Les Reflections du Bayou.

*Bayou Colyell Re-Vegetation Project — This project involved vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in saline marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cosz: $5,592 (BINEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Rachael Canal — This project involved vegetative planting of giant cutgrass in brackish marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cost: $16,048 (BINEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Queen Bess "02 — This project involved vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in salt marsh-spoil habitat.
Lead Agencies: Americorps, Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cost: $6,200 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Simoneaux *02 — This project involved vegetative planting of giant cutgrass in fresh marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. Americorps, Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR. / Cosz: $9,300 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
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continue to monitor atrazine concentrations at Six Sampling Stations in the Upper Terrebonne Basin.

Lead Agencies. LDAF, LDEQ.
BTNEDP has incorporated an indicator of toxic loading from ol spills into the BINEP indicators program.

The BINEP/Gulf of Mexico Program’s Barataria-Terrebonne Shellfish Challenge Initiative compiled data sets related to fecal coliform
concentrations in the estuary. In addition, the Project Team compiled extensive information on potential sources of fecal coliform

bacteria. BTNEP plans to incorporate this information into its Data and Information Management System.
Lead Agencies. BINEP, GOMP.

In March 2000, the Nicholls Biology Society initiated a public service project to monitor fecal coliform levels-in Bayou Lafourche using the
Most Probable Number (MPN) assay. The project is designed to tram students in the utilization of this technique while promoting
heightened awareness and stewardship for our vital water bodies.

Fecal coliform, E. cof, and enterococci indicator bactetia are currently being analyzed monthly from Bayou Grosse Tete at Rosedale and
Bayou Boeuf at Amelia. The purpose is to compare older fecal coliform databases with newer (especially enterococci) techniques.

Ongoing

Complete

Ongoing

Ongoing

EM-9

Booklet and Presentation on Oil and Produced Water Spill Prevention and Eatly Detection for the Barataria-Tertebonne INational Estuary
— A publication was developed which illustrates the benefits of spill prevention in layman terms, by emphasizing the cost-effectiveness of
prevention and/or early detection of petroleum and oiifield brine spllls in the BTES.

Lead Agencies: BTNEP / Cost: $15,000 (Sec. 320).

Shell Pipeline Corp. has adopted the premise that preventing spills of petroleum and telated oil production fluids is less envitonmentally
damaging and less costly to their company than reacting to them once they occur. They have developed a process that proactively
identifies release and spill sources with a solution for correcting them. Equilon Pipeline Co. has recognized a lack of effort on this concept
and wants to be a leader in spill prevention.

Lead Agencies: Shell Pipeline Corporation, Equilon Pipeline Company.

The Barataria-Terrebonne’s La Féte d’Ecologie annually displays informational material provided by Denbury Management, ES&H, and
Shell Pipeline Corp. demonsttating the benefits of oil prevention and eatly detection measures.
Lead Agencies: BINEP.

The Louisiana Oil Spill Coordinator’s Office (LOSCO) has taken several steps towards minimizing the effects of oil spills to the
envitonment. They cutrently have policies and procedures 1) for oil spill prevention, planning, response, and natural resource damage
assessment, 2) to leverage resources by partnering with other state and federal agencies where outcomes are mutually beneficial, and 3) to
accomplish goals and objectives in a cost effective manner.

Lead Agencies: LOSCO.

An Oil Spill Prevention Action Plan Team was formed and includes representatives from Shell Pipeline and the US Coast Guard.
Lead Agencies. BINEP.

Forest Oil Company teduced oil spills in half due to incorporating and HS&H oil spill prevention plan.

Complete

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Complete

EM-10

Bayou Lafourche Community Adventure — The goal of this project is to utilize cultural herjtage as a tool to increase public understanding

Ongoing
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of the need to keep BTES free from pollution. To that end, the following projects have been developed: a photography contest (ongoing),
an oral history collection (ongoing), and 3 paddling trips down Bayou Lafourche (November 2001, 2002, and 2003).
Lead Agencies. BTEF / Cost: $30,000 (Sec. 320).

Marina pumpouts have been promoted through the Clean Vessel Program, The Gulf of Mexico Shellfish Challenge Program, and the
BTNEP. The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries” Clean Vessel Program will cost share for the installation of pumpout
equipment and connection to the marina’s sewage treatment plant. Currently there are six marina pumpouts in the BINE complex in the
following locations: Morgan City (Lake Palourde), Houma (Intersection of Bayou Terrebonne and GIWW), Pointe A La Hache (Levee
Canal), Empire (off of Adams Bay), Buras (off of Bay Pomme D'Or), and Venice (Tiger Pass).

Lead Agencies. LTDWE.

LDEQ and BTNEP are working on a project with the LSU Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering to implement a marsh-
based system to treat domestic wastewater from coastal dwellings. The objective of this project is to implement an injection/upwelling
field system for the treatment of wastewater in saline, intermediate and brackish marsh coastal areas. The saline marsh project was
successfully completed in March of 1997 after a 2 2 year evaluation period and demonstrated significant reductions in fecal coliforms
below shellfish harvest standards within the immediate area of the project. The intermediate marsh project began in 2000 'and will evaluate
the function on a cluster of camps in the Bayou Segnette area. The Marshland Upwelling System (MUS) is an innovative project being
funded by the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) and implemented by Louisiana State University (LSU). The first
project utilizing the MUS technology in Louisiana was conducted at the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON) Fourchon
satellite camp in a saltwater regime. After several BTINEP EM-10 Action Plan Team meetings that involved the decision to develop an
alternative sewage treatment technology booklet, it was decided that in addition to data collect for the MUS from salty groundwater areas
of the state, data should be collected from fresher areas in order to determine exactly what areas of the state the MUS could be used in.
The curtrent project is a result of that effort. Funds for the project are jointly coming from Clean Water Act 319 funds through the LDEQ
319 program and the Gulf of Mexico Program (GMP). Funds from LDEQ are providing for the construction of sampling wells and
collection systems that lead from the camps in the area and bacterial sample analysis: The GMP funds are providing funds for virus
analysis of the same collected samples. The project ended in December 2003, however additional data will need to be collected. It is
uncertain at this time as to whether the LDEQ-319 program will be able to provide the additonal funding.

Lead Agencier. LDEQ, BINEP, LSU Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, GOMP.

The redirection of stormwater was one of the four priority projects conceived under the Gulf of Mexico’s Shellfish Challenge Initiative.
$30,000 of seed money was directed to the Pointe Aux Chenes project from the Shellfish Challenge as seed money to get it started. There
are 256 pumping stations in the Barataria and Terrebonne estuary and these stations have the potential to be diverted, either completely or
partially, into degrading wetlands. This project is measuring the effects of stormwater on degrading wetlands and pollutant removal. The
project will measure various parameters both pre- and post- stormwater pump installation to get an idea of the impact that the stormwater
has on nutrient uptake, bacterial die off, and vegetative growth among other effects.

Lead Agencies. BINEP, GOMP / Cost: $30,000.

The South Central Planning and Development Commission continued their K-12 and public nonpoint source pollution (NPS) education
project. The objective of this project is to transfer information about urban NPS and home sewage systems. The effectiveness of
construction best management practices (BMPs) will be demonstrated through the use of presentations, photographs, andvideos that
document successful examples. SCPDC served as an educational resource for elementary, middle and high schools by making
presentations of “Desdemona’s Splash,” (EPA interactive computer game) and the EnviroScape® model (plastic watershed model).
Lead Agencies: SCPDC / Cost: $250,000 ($150,000 from LDEQ; $100,000 from SCPDC).

Ongoing

Complete

Complete

Ongoing
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Workshops for Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) Owners and Operators - The workshops were held in Thibodaux at the regional Dept. of
Health and Hospitals office. Three workshops were held for STP owners and operators. The first STP workshop was for Lafourche
Parish (5/14/03), the second for Terrebonne Parish (5/21/03) and the third for Assumption and St. James Parishes (8/27/03). The series
of workshops were for the BTNE region and organized by the Regional Dept. of Health and Hospitals and the Louisiana Dept. of
Environmental Quality. The BINEP was invited to give presentations for each of the workshops to provide environmental reasoning and
background for well-maintained sewage treatment plants.

Lead Agencies: LDEQ, LDHH, BINEP.

During the Shellfish Challenge Initiative, four projects were chosen based on the potential to substantially decrease contamination to
shellfish beds and the real potential for implementation: install new and improve use of pumpouts and dump stations (BT-31); revise the
shellfish relay system (BT-32); connect pootly operating individual wastewater treatment systems along Bayou Petit Caillou to 2 community
level treatment system (BT-38); and reroute stormwater runoff from Latose to Golden Meadow to suitable wetlands (BT-35). Duting the
Initiative two Shellfish Challenge Cootdinators were hired to work towards implementation of the Priority Projects. During their time,
they were able to work with BTNEP state agencies pattners to implement Shellfish Challenge Priority and non-Priority Projects.
Implementation of project BT-31 was already beginning to be implemented when selection of the four Priotity Projects was finalized by
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. So far, six pumpout and dump stations have been installed within the BTINE
complex. Project BT-32 was not implemented because the relay system involves moving oystets from areas of sewage dis¢charge to “clean”
areas. This makes the project logistically problematic. Project BT-38, was successful: BINEP and Terrebonne Parish Consolidated
Government developed a workshop to assess community support for the sewer project in December, 1998. Greater than 50% of the
people surveyed during the workshop were in favor of the sewer upgrade. This led to $1 million dollars of community development funds
being designated for the upgrade of the sewage collection system in Chauvin, LA. Project BT-35, has been highly successful with a twist.
Currently, the BTNEP is implementing a stormwater rerouting demonstration project in the Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management
Area rather than in the Golden Meadow area. The first phase of the project is collecting baseline water quality and vegetation data;
whereas, the second phase will collect post-pump station installation data for the same parameters. Other projects that have been
implemented as part of the Shellfish Challenge Initiative include a “Marina Environmental Management Measures Guide,” “Marina
Environmental Management Measures Guide Mural Display,” a Shellfish Challenge Initiative computerized kiosk, and a Shellfish Challenge
Initiative Website. Other ongoing BNTEP and Management Agency Partner projects are being implemented that continug to fulfill the
goal of the Shellfish Challenge Initiatve.

Lead Agenciess BINEP, GOMP, LDWF / Cost. $266,000.

The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (LDHE) Molluscan Shelifish Program continued monitoting the concentration of
sewage pathogen indicator — fecal coliform bacteria — in oyster growing waters throughout the BTES. Based on the results of this
monitoring and on the time of year, the state classifies oyster growing waters as “open” or “closed” to harvest. The conservative nature of
this program has been quite effective in preventing illness from the consumption of sewage contaminated oysters.

Lead Agencies: LDHH.

Authored and published several publications on wetlands issues such as:
e Camp and Houseboat Sanitation in Louisiana
Fisheries Implications of Freshwater Re-Introductions
Mississippi River Water Quality: Implications for Coastal Restoration

Closing the Mississippi River Gulf Qutlet: Environmental and Economic Considerations

Complete

Complete

Ongoing

Complete
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¢  Coastal Louisiana and South Flotida: A Comparative Wetland Inventory
o  Stewardship Incentives for Louisiana’s Coastal Landowners

o Wetlands Functions & Values in Louisiana

e  Portrait of an Estuaty

The redirection of stormwater was one of the four priority projects conceived under the Gulf of Mexico’s Shellfish Challenge Initiative.
$30,000 of seed money was directed to the Pointe Aux Chenes project from the Shellfish Challenge as seed money to get it started. There
are 256 pumping stations in the Barataria and Terrebonne estuary and these stations have the potential to be diverted, either completely or
partially, into degrading wetlands. This project is measuring the effects of stormwater on degrading wetlands and pollutant removal. The
project will measure various parameters both pre- and post- stormwater pump installation to get an idea of the impact that the stormwater
has on nutrient uptake, bacterial die off, and vegetative growth among other effects.

Lead Agenciess BINEP, GOMP / Cost: $30,000.

A statewide comprehensive plan is being prepared under the LCA process. This plan was submitted for inclusion in the WRDA
Authorization of 2004.

As part of the Shellfish Challenge Initiative Grant, BINEP and the Gulf of Mexico Program have developed a Marine Environmental
Management Measures Guide booklet that contains sections covering the following titles and subjects: Top Ten Clean & (Green Tips;
Emergencies and Safety; Boat Safety; Hurricane Preparations; Hazardous Waste Disposal; Recycling; Smart Shopping; The Ocean is Not a
Dumpl; Oil and Fuel; Outboard Engine Maintenance; Prevent Pollution; Sewage Discharges; Exotic Plants; Boat Maintenance and Repait:
Top side; Boat Maintenance and Repair: Bottom side; Tips for Wood Treatment, painting, and stipping; Tips for Graywater.

Lead Agencies. BTINEP, GOMP / Cosz. $4,000.

As part of the Shellfish Challenge Initiative Grant, BINEP and the Gulf of Mexico Program have developed a Marine Environmental
Management Measures Guide poster display that contains sections covering the following titles and subjects: Top Ten Cléan & Green
Tips; Emergencies and Safety; Boat Safety; Hurricane Preparations; Hazardous Waste Disposal; Recycling; Smart Shopping; The Ocean is
Not a Dumpl; Oil and Fuel; Outboard Engine Maintenance; Prevent Pollution; Sewage Discharges; Exotic Plants; Boat Maintenance and
Repair: Top side; Boat Maintenance and Repair: Bottom side; Tips for Wood Treatment, painting, and stripping; Tips for (Graywater.
Lead Agencies. BINEP, GOMP / Cost. $1,270.

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (LDHH) samples monthly for fecal coliform bacteria at 140 stations in Terrebonne Basin
to monitor bacterial levels above shellfish/oyster beds. Of the 140 stations in the Terrebonne basin, 4 are also sampled meonthly for
harmful algal blooms. In addition, the LDHH samples monthly for fecal coliform bacteria at 200 stations in Barataria Basin to monitor
bacterial levels above shellfish/oyster beds; 4 of these stations also are sampled monthly for harmful algal blooms.

Lead Agencies: LDHH.

Complete

Ongoing

Complete

Complete

Ongoing

EM-11

Influence of Chopper-Harvested Green Cane Residue Blankets on Sugarcane Production and Agricultural Runoff — This project examines
the use of plant residues deposited on the soil surface after harvesting green cane with a chopper harvester to minimize soil, nutrient, and
pesticide losses from sugarcane fields without reducing cane and sugar yields.

Lead Agencies: USDA, Ag. Research Service / Cost: $80,825 (Sec. 320).

Environmental Quality Incentives Program and Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program — This project involved wetland and upland habitat
management and protection.

Ongoing

Complete

21




Lead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD / Cost: BTNEP with no direct cash contribution.

The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry (LDAF) in cooperation with the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)
continue to monitor atrazine concentrations at Six Sampling Stations in the Upper Terrebonne Basin.
Lead Agencies: LDAF, LDEQ.

The Louisiana Coopetative Extension Setvice conducted a latge number of field demonstrations of various methods for reducing the use
of atrazine in corn and sugar cane fields in Pointe Coupee, West Baton Rouge, and Iberville Parishes. Information on atrazine runoff and
appropriate BMPs was included in regularly scheduled grower meetings. In some areas, less than half the usual amount of atrazine was
purchased by sugar cane farmers. Sugar cane is the predominant tow crop in the BINEP parishes and atrazine runoff fromn sugar cane in
those parishes has been greatly reduced. A suitable alternative to atrazine for corn was not found; however, corn acreage in the BTINEP
parishes is relatively small.

Lead Agencies: LCES.

NRCS and Soil and Water Conservation District provide farmers in Lafourche and Terrebonne the planning, engineering, and equipment
to precision land grade their fields. In Lafourche and Tertebonne there were 1,094.2 actes done in 2001, 1,316.9 acres in 2002, and 1,732.8
acres in 2003. Precision grading improves sutface drainage and controls soil erosion. ‘

Lead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD.

Technological advances in the Louisiana sugatcane industry are helping to improve production practices and maintain a healthy
environment. Approximately half of the acreage is planted with LCP 85-384, a new high-yielding variety, and harvested with the combine
harvest system. Producers can now effectively harvest lodged sugatcane and reduce harvest losses both in the field and on the highway.
Management of the leaf "mulch" is being researched to reduce pesticide usage and soil loss. Additionally, several new environmentally
friendly pesticides are being reseatched fot use within the industry.

A statewide comprehensive plan is being prepared under the LCA process. This plan was submitted for inclusion in the WRDA
Authorization of 2004.

Ongoing

Commplete

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Barataria-Terrebonne Resident’s Guide — BTNEP is developing a guide (a booklet with color pictures) that explains the benefits of using
native plants to improve wildlife habitat, provide water quality best management practices, and provide other eco-friendly landscaping
practices. k

Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost: $15,000 (Sec. 320).

The redirection of stormwater was one of the four priority projects conceived under the Gulf of Mexico’s Shellfish Challenge Initiative.
$30,000 of seed money was directed to the Pointe Aux Chenes project from the Shellfish Challenge as seed money to get it started. There
are 256 pumping stations in the Barataria and Terrebonne estuary and these stations have the potential to be diverted, either completely or
partially, into degrading wetlands. This project is measuring the effects of stormwater on degrading wetlands and pollutant removal. The
project will measure various parameters both pre- and post- stormwater pump installation to get an idea of the impact that the stormwater
has on nutrient uptake, bacterial die off, and vegetative growth among other effects.

Lead Agencies: BINEP, GOMP / Cost: $30,000.

The South Central Planning and Development Comission continued their K-12 and public nonpoint soutce pollution (NPS) education
project. The objective of this project is to transfer information about urban NPS and home sewage systems. The effectiveness of
construction best management practices (BMPs) will be demonstrated through the use of presentations, photographs, and videos that

Ongoing

Complete

Ongoing
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document successful examples. SCPDC served as an educational resource for elementary, middle and high schools by making
presentations of “Desdemona’s Splash,” (EPA interactive computet game) and the EnviroScape® model (plastic watershed model).
Lead Agencies: SCPDC / Cost: $250,000 ($150,000 from LDEQ); $100,000 from SCPDC).

During the Shelifish Challenge Initiative, four projects were chosen based on the potential to substantially decrease contamination to
shellfish beds and the real potential for implementation: install new and improve use of pumpouts and dump stations (BT-31); revise the
shellfish relay system (BT-32); connect poorly operating individual wastewater treatment systems along Bayou Petit Caillou to a community
level treatment system (BT-38); and reroute stormwater runoff from Larose to Golden Meadow to suitable wetlands (BT-35). During the
Initiative two Shellfish Challenge Coordinators were hired to work towards implementation of the Priority Projects. During their time,
they were able to work with BTNEP state agencies partners to implement Shellfish Challenge Priority and non-Priority Projects.
Implementation of project BT-31 was already beginning to be implemented when selection of the four Priority Projects was finalized by
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. So far, six pumpout and dump stations have been installed within the BTNE
complex. Project BT-32 was not implemented because the relay system involves moving oysters from areas of sewage discharge to “clean”
areas. This makes the project logistically problematic. Project BT-38, was successful. BINEP and Terrebonne Parish Consolidated
Government developed a workshop to assess community support for the sewer project in December, 1998. Greater than 50% of the
people surveyed during the workshop were in favor of the sewer upgrade. This led to $1 million dollars of community development funds
being designated for the upgrade of the sewage collection system in Chauvin, LA. Project BT-35, has been highly successful with a twist.
Currently, the BTNEP is implementing a stormwater rerouting demonstration project in the Pointe Aux Chenes Wildlife Management
Area rather than in the Golden Meadow area. The first phase of the project is collecting baseline water quality and vegetation data;
whereas, the second phase will collect post-pump station installation data for the same parameters. Other projects that have been
implemented as part of the Shellfish Challenge Initiative include a “Marina Environmental Management Measures Guide,” “Marina
Envitonmental Management Measures Guide Mural Display,” a Shellfish Challenge Initiative computetized kiosk, and a Shellfish Challenge
Initiative Website. Other ongoing BNTEP and Management Agency Partner projects are being implemented that continue to fulfill the
goal of the Shellfish Challenge Initiative.

Lead Agencies. BINEP, GOMP, LDWEF / Cost: $266,000.

A statewide comprehensive plan is being prepared under the LCA process. This plan was submitted for inclusion in the WRDA
Authorization of 2004.

Complete

Ongoing

EM-13

BTNEP participated in the development of a sediment sampling and toxicity evaluation for Bayou Lafourche. Bayou Lafourche sediments
were extensively sampled and evaluated in anticipation of the Bayou Lafourche re-introduction of the Mississippi River.

Complete

EM-14

LUMCON researchers continue to monitor harmful algal blooms along a transect in the Barataria Basin.
Lead Agenciess: LUMCON.

Water samples that are collected throughout the Barataria-Terrebonne estuary by LDHH are being monitored for harmful algal species.

Monitoring for the occurrence of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs): 1) Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals routirie monitoring
over oyster beds (1997-1999); 2) EPA GOMP EMPACT program (4 stations weekly to monthly, starting Sept. 1999); 3) LSU Barataria
Transect (5 stations monthly, starting Mar. 1998); 4) Soniat/Dortch station in Terrebonne Bay (weekly sampling, startng 1994); 5)
occasional sample analysis for various Louisiana State agencies after "red tides" or fish kills. The purpose is to determine what HAB
species are present and likely to cause human health or ecosystem impacts and provide background data for comparison after the opening

Ongoing

Ongoing
Ongoing
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of the Davis Pond Diversion. From the sampling to date, the Barataria estuary has the highest incidence and abundance of HAB species

-of all Louistana estuaties routinely sampled.

Lead Agencies: LDHH, LSU.

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (LDHH) samples monthly for fecal coliform bacteria at 140 stations in Terrebonne Basin
to monitor bactetial levels above shellfish/oyster beds. Of the 140 stations in the Terrebonne basin, 4 are also sampled monthly for
harmful algal blooms. In addition, the LDHH samples monthly for fecal coliform bacteria at 200 stations in Barataria Basin to monitor
bactetial levels above shellfish/oyster beds; 4 of these stations also are sampled monthly for harmful algal blooms.

Lead Agencies: LDHH.

Ongoing

Living Resources Action Plans

EM-15

Migratory Bird Celebration Days were held in April of 2001, 2002, and 2003. These events were designed to promote awareness of the
importance of marititne forests and other barrier island habitats across the Gulf as staging areas for millions of migratory hirds. The event
is centered on promotion and education, and it gives the public an opportunity to see the thousands of birds in their migration.

Lead Agencies: BINEP, BTEF / Cosr. $10,000 (Sec. 320) for each yeat’s event.

Educator Workshops — Two educator workshops (Healthy Water, Healthy Peaple; The Planning of Wetlands) have been planned for January and
March 2004, to highlight BTNEP curricular materials, in partnership with LUMCON Education Programs.
Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost. $6,540 (Sec. 320).

Barataria-Terrebonne Resident’s Guide — BINEP is developing 2 guide (a booklet with color pictures) that explains the benefits of using
native plants to improve wildlife habitat, provide water quality best management practices, and provide other eco-friendly landscaping
practices.

Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost: $15,000 (Sec. 320).

An Accelerated Program of Woody Species Selection for Conservation, Restoration, and Enhancement of Neotropical Bird Habitat — The
objectives of this project ate (1) to implement an accelerated program to develop woody plant species technology; (2) to provide plant
species information to coastal wetland managers; and (3) to demonstrate methods for improving plant species diversity and improved
wildlife habitat.

Lead Agencies. USDA, NRCS / Cost: $112,500 (Sec. 320).

Permitting for Boardwalk on Orleans Audubon Property, Tetrebonne Parish, Louisiana — Orleans Audubon is constructing a boardwalk
and observation platform (with interpretive signage) on their property in Terrebonne Parish. BTNEP funding will be used to leverage
other funds through Orleans Audubon Society, local toutism funding, and other funding sources.

Lead Agencies: Orleans Audubon Society / Cost: $25,000 (Sec. 320).

Woodlands Trail and Park in Plaquemines Parish — The Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. (a grassroots, non-profit organization) is working
with local, state, and federal partners to acquire and preserve a property in the English Turn area along the Mississippi River in
Plaquemines Parish, LA. This site then will be added to the Coastal Louisiana Birding Trail and serve as an important ecotoutism
destination. BTNEP funding is providing the initial seed money needed to develop the trail and educational kiosks.

Lead Agencies: Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. / Cost: $30,000 (Sec. 320).

| Grand Isle Birding Trail, Jefferson Parish, LA — The Louisiana Nature Conservancy established the Grand Isle Birding Trail with the intent

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Complete
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that it would be incorporated into the larger Coastal Birding Trail. The trail tied together a number of birding sites on thé island. A map
was developed showing these sites. A boardwalk, trail and kiosks were constructed to provide educational information about migratory
and residential birds to the general public.

Lead Agencies. The LA Nawure Conservancy / Cosz: $61,000 (BINEP contribution $21,000).

Migratory/Resident Bitd Video — a video that addresses Barataria-Terrebonne’s importance to both migratory and resident birds was
developed and mass produced, and is now available to the public. The video is 3 in a series that is designed to inform, entertain, and
encourage people to visit the area.

Lead Agencies: BINEDP.

Wings Over the Wetlands Bird Festival — the 1% Annual Wings Over the Wetlands Bird Festival was held in October 2003. The purpose of
this event was to educate people about the importance of bottomland hardwoods, cypress swatmps, and floating marsh habitats to

migratory and resident birds, encourage ecotoutistn, and promote habitat protection and restoration. The festival included several different
bird tours, a forum for discussion of cutrent activities, and opportunities to provide educational information.

Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost: $3,724 (Sec. 320).

34 Annual North American Ornithological Conference — BINEP provided funding for this conference, which was held in New Orleans in
September 2002. .
Lead Agencies: Tulane University / Cosz $3,775.

*Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection (Baratatia waterway) This project is part of an ongoing project, and involved planting
of trees and shrubs in channel spoilbanks.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, NFWF, BINEP / Cosz: $27,850 (BTNEP contribution $9,775).

*Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection (Grand Isle) — This project is part of an ongoing project, and involved:planting of trees
and shrubs in salt marsh habitat.
Load Agencies: NRCS, NFWE, BINEP / Cosz: $27,850 (BINEP conttibution $9,775).

*Accelerated Program for Woody Species Selection (Port Fourchon) — This project is part of an ongoing project, and involved planting of
a tree and shrub adaptation trial in brackish marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, NFWF, BINEP / Cosz: $27,850 (BINEP conttibution $9,775).

*Wildlife Enhancement — This project involved tree planting of several species (sawtooth oak, water oak, green ash, mayhaw, bald cypress,
blackgum, and cherrybatk oak) in bottomland hardwood habitat.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche-Terrebonne SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cosz $7,650 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

BTNEDP, in a partaership with the NRCS Plant Material Center and the LSU Ag Center began an effort to evaluate a number of woody
plant species and their ability to survive in the salt marsh/barrier island habitats of coastal Louisiana. The species chosen reflect those that
are important to neotropical migrant songbirds that spend part of their lives in coastal Louisiana.

Lead Agencies. BINEP, NRCS Plant Material Center, LSU Ag. Center / Cos: $170,000 over 4 years.

The LA Department of Culture, Recreation, & Tourism initiated the development of the Great Louisiana Coastal Birding Trail. Numerous

sites across south Louisiana were nominated for inclusion. An effort to evaluate all of these sites was made and a list of appropriate sites
was developed. LDCRT will be establishing a web site and brochure documents regarding the trail.
Lead Agencies. LDCRT / Cost. $170,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).
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Complete
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Complete

Ongoing
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BINEP in a partnership with NRCS Plant Matetials Center and the LSU Ag Center began an effort to evaluate numerous herbaceous
plants and their survival in the salt marsh eavirons at Port Fourchon, LA. In addition, this project serves to evaluate new techniques for
planting that could reduce the price associated with vegetating newly testored marsh.

Lead Agencies: BTNEP, NRCS Plant Material Center, LSU Ag. Center / Coszz $170,000 over 3 years.

The Louisiana Nature Conservancy purchased 10 acres of property on Grand Isle, LA and developed management easements on other
properties on the island. This effort helps to protect these ctitically imperiled habitats from destruction and serve as an ecotourism
destination.

Lead Agencies. The LA Nature Conservancy.

Ongoing

Complete

EM-16

Barataria-Terrebonne Resident’s Guide —~ BTNEP is developing a guide (a booklet with color pictures) that explains the benefits of using
native plants to improve wildlife habitat, provide water quality best management practices, and provide other eco-friendly landscaping
practices. :

Lead Agencier: BTNEP / Cost: $15,000 (Sec. 320).

The NRCS, through several incentive programs such as the Envitonmental Quality Incentives Program, has provided and continues to
offer incentive payments for farmers in the BTNEP parishes to eliminate exotic species such as tallow trees and to reintroduce native
species. NRCS has developed a conservation plan detailing steps to be taken to eliminate exotic species and to establish native species for
each farmer who applied.

Lead Agencies. NRCS.

An aquatic vegetation study was conducted to determine the range and amount of hydrilla and investigate any chemical control measures in
Bayou Lafourche. Study was conducted by Dr. Alex Lasseigne of Nicholls State University.
Lead Agencies: BLFWD /[ Cost. $42,000.

Hydrilla on Bayou Lafourche was controlled using two mechanical hatvesters on loan from the US Army Corp of Engineers.
Lead Agencies. BLEWD, USEPA / Cost: $150,000 ($50,000 for equipment; $100,000 per year for personnel).

The Golden Meadow Plant Materials Center (a USDA facility) continues to provide native plants for coastal restoration projects. Research
continues at the center to determine which natives are best suited to stabilizing areas vulnerable to land loss from erosion.

Lead Agencies: USDA.
BTNEP has created an Invasive Species Coordinator position to establish an invasives program.

In April 2003, BTNEP and other partners staffed a booth at Earth Day to educate the public of the impacts of exotic species.
Lead Agencies: BTNEP.

BTNEDP initiated a contract to fund second year work on the State Invasives Management Plan.

The Aquatic Task force is nearing the completion of a draft invasive species management plan. The Task Force is led by I.A Dept. of
Wildlife & Fisheries. BINEP is:a member of this task force.

Lead Agencies: LDWEF.

As part of the Shellfish Challenge Initiative Grant, BINEP and the Gulf of Mexico Program have developed a Marine Environmental
Management Measures Guide booklet that contains sections covering the following titles and subjects: Top Ten Clean & Green Tips;
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Emergencies and Safety; Boat Safety; Hurricane Preparations; Hazardous Waste Disposal; Recycling; Smart Shopping; The Ocean is Not a
Dumpl; Oil and Fuel; Outboard Engine Maintenance; Prevent Pollution; Sewage Discharges; Exotic Plants; Boat Maintenance and Repait:
Top side; Boat Maintenance and Repair: Bottom side; Tips for Wood Treatment, painting, and stripping; Tips for Graywater.

Lead Agencies. BTNEP, GOMP / Cost: $4,000.

As part of the Shellfish Challenge Initiative Grant, BINEP and the Gulf of Mexico Program have developed a Marine Environmental
Management Measures Guide poster display that contains sections covering the following titles and subjects: Top Ten Clean & Green
‘Tips; Emergencies and Safety; Boat Safety; Hurticane Preparations; Hazardous Waste Disposal; Recycling; Smart Shopping; The Ocean is
Not a Dumpl; Oil and Fuel; Outboard Engine Maintenance; Prevent Pollution; Sewage Discharges; Exotic Plants; Boat Maintenance and
Repair: Top side; Boat Maintenance and Repair: Bottom side; Tips for Wood Treatment, painting, and stripping; Tips for Graywater.
Lead Agenciess BINEP, GOMP / Cost: $1,270.

Complete

EM-17

The LSU Sea Grant College Program is funding growth and mortality studies of zebra mussels in the Mississippi River near Baton Rouge
by researchers at the LSU Coastal Fisheries Institute. The Sea Grant Program also funds an outreach project led by researcher Yvonne
Allen, who is visiting towboat captains from Morganza to Venice to educate them about environmentally sensitive means of removing
zebra mussels from boat hulls and from the boat’s internal water systems.

Lead Agencies: LSU Sea Grant College Program.

'The Terrebonne Parish Water Depattment, Schriever station, is monitoring for adult and veliger populations of zebra mussels around its
intake area. Veligers coming in from the Intracoastal Waterway have been identified, but no adult populations have been found.
Lead Agencies. Terrebonne Patish Water Department.

BTNEDP has incorporated a zebra mussel component in its indicator program.
Lead Agencies. BINEP.

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

EM-18

Development and Maintenance of the BTNEP Web Site — The BINEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to focus on key issues
now being addressed through the program. The website enables the program to disseminate information in a rapid and visually appealing
manner, and follows the Program’s overall message strategy in tone, style, and format. Citizens can obtain information on:the goals and
progress of CCMP Action Plans, technical publications, educational materials, and projects. Mini web pages are being developed for
specific aspects of the program (e.g., Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration, Shellfish Challenge, Elmet’s Island Grass Roots Campa_lgn)
especially in terms of highlighting key partnerships.

Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost: $49,025 (Sec. 320).

Continued Development and Implementation of DIMS ~ The purpose of the Data Information and Management System (DIMS) is to
archive and disseminate information that was generated and/or used by BINEP in developing the CCMP. DIMS serves as a repositoty of
data on the Barataria-Terrebonne basins, and this information can be used as 2 baseline to compare the effectiveness of action plan
implementation.

Lead Agenciess BTINEP / Cost: $70,000 (Sec. 320).

Ongoing

Ongoing
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III. Sustained Recognition and Citizen Involvement

T

Citizen Involvement and Participation Action Plans

SR-1 Bayou Land Resource Conservation and Development was developed and a number of projects have been completed or recently Ongoing

initiated through partnerships (including with BINEP).
L ead Agencies: Bayou Land Resource Conservation and Development.
The BTNEDP staff represents the interests of the CCMP in policy-making venues by actively participating on various boards, study Ongoing
panels, and committees for interagency and community-based natural resources management. Currently, Program staff hold seats
with the:

¢  Davis Pond Freshwater Diversion Interagency Committee

e  Louisiana Coastal Curriculum Committee

o Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act Task Force, and Outreach Committee

e Guif of Mexico Program Focus Teams (Public Health, Non-Indigenous Species, Habitat)

*  Gulf of Mexico Program Shellfish Challenge Initiative

¢ Louisiana Wildlife Biologists Association

®  Association of National Estuary Programs, Public Outreach Committee

»  Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management Advisory Board

e Louisiana Sea Grant Exotic Species Board

e  HBstuary Research Foundation

*  Restore or Retreat

e  America’s Fisheries Society

¢  SeaGrant Director Search Committee

¢  Louisiana Science Teacher’s Assoctation

e Environmental Educator’s Association

e  America’s Wetlands Campaign

e  National Marine Educator’s Association

¢  Louisiana Marine Educator’s Association

e Native Plant Society

¢  Ground Water Management Task Force

e New Orleans Chamber of Commerce

¢  Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce

¢  Thibodaux Chamber of Commerce

*  Bayou Region Chamber of Commerce

*  Louisiana Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force
The Tetrebonne Parish Council reinstated the Terrebonne Parish Coastal Zone Managetnent Commmittee by resolution in 1997. The Ongoing
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presence and activities of BTNEP helped to raise awareness about particular coastal issues that required special attention by the
Terrebonne Parish government. The Committee comprises 15 members representing vatious interests within the patish, including
commercial and recreational fishing, private landowners, the oyster and shrimp harvesting industry, marine interests, and the general
public. The Terrebonne Parish CZM Program was approved by the State Department of Natural Resources in 2000.

‘The Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation has been awarded a Gulf of Mexico Grant to build capacity within the Bayou
Lafourche Community. The Bayou Lafourche Initiative is building an alliance of cultural and environmental organizations and
gathering community leaders to focus attention and improve the health of the Bayou Lafourche Community. BINEP has continued
projects under the Bayou Lafourche Initiative, contributing to a linkage of communities along this 100-mile bayou. One of the results
ts the forming of a multi-parish committee that is working on the production of a2 bayou map for environmental tourism. There is

also strong interest in the development of a canoe livery business.
Lead Agencies: BTEF.

BTNEP program staff has been requested to present to Leadership Programs on a regular basis, including Leadership Lafourche and
Leadership Terrebonne. Involvement in these programs has given program staff access to civic and business leaders on an annual
basis, and has provided an opportunity for their education about BINEDP, the seven priority problems, our action plans to address
those problems, and our progtess thus far. These leaders have become participants in BINEP events and programs, such as our
annual festival, paddle trips, as well as planting efforts.

Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost: BINEP with no direct cash contribution (in-kind materials, donations, etc.).

BTNEP now maintains memberships in several area Chambers of Commerce, including the Greater New Otleans Chamber of
Commerce, The Chamber of Lafourche and the Bayou Region; the Thibodaux Chamber of Commerce, and the Houma-Terrebonne
chamber of Commerce. These memberships provide BINEP program staff regular opportunities for contact with area business and
civic leaders. Special events and seminars provide opportunities for presentations about BTNEP priority problems 2nd our actions to
correct them.

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

SR-2

Bayou Lafourche Community Adventure — The goal of this project is to utilize cultural heritage as a tool to increase public
understanding of the need to keep BTES free from pollution. To that end, the following projects have been developed: a
photography contest (ongoing), an oral history collection (ongoing), and 3 paddling trips down Bayou Lafourche (November 2001,
2002, and 2003).

Lead Agencies: BIEF / Cost: $30,000 (Sec. 320).

The Program continues the use of Action Plan Teams (APT) to assist the staff in the development of projects. APTs are made up of
individuals who have an interest in that action plan. These individuals range from scientists to the general public.

In February 2003, the Program, along with EPA, sponsored and facilitated a public meeting to gather input from citizens on the LCA.
Lead Agencies: BINEP, USEPA.

In conjunction with the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, BINEP hosted several Wetland Wotkshops. These workshops were
held in Terrebonne, Plaquemines and Jefferson patishes.

BTNEP regulatly sponsors meetings and seminars addressing a variety of issues confronting our system. These seminars are open to
the public.

Lead Agencies: BINEP, CRCL.

Ongoing

Ongoing
Complete

Complete
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® September 16, 2002 - The Barataria-Terrebonne Basin and the Opportunity for a Third Delta (co-sponsored with Restore
ot Retreat, BINEP with in kind contribution).

®  May 2, 2003 -- Climate Change and Coastal Fisheries in Louisiana (co-sponsored with Mississippi River Basin Alliance,
BTNEP with in-kind conttibution).

®  Spring of 2002 -- Wetlands Workshop for local government leaders and planning officials held in Jefferson Parish (co-
sponsored with the Coalition to Restore Coastal LA, BINEP contribution $7,000).

e November, 2003 — a seminar regarding the Brownfield Redevelopment effort in the region (co-sponsored with the South
Central Planning and Development Commission).

BTNEP coordinated and organized 2 Project Selection Meeting for the Gulf of Mexico Program and the State of Louisiana.
L ead Agencies. BINEP.

BTNEP was asked by multiple agencies to lead and cootdinate the response to the Marsh Dieback. This phenomenon was classified
as an Ecological Emergency.

3 Annual North American Omithological Conference — BINEP provided funding for this conference, which was held in New
Orleans in September 2002.

Lead Agencies: Tulane University / Cost: $3,775.

Complete
Ongoing

Complete

SR-3

Bayou Lafourche Community Adventure — The goal of this project is to utilize cultural heritage as a tool to increase public
understanding of the need to keep BTES free from pollution. To that end, the following projects have been developed: a
photography contest (ongoing), an oral history collection (ongoing), and 3 paddling trips down Bayou Lafourche (November 2001,
2002, and 2003).

Lead Agencies: BTEF / Cost. $30,000 (Sec. 320).

Marsh Maneuvers — Marsh Maneuvers is a week-long, intensive camping experience conducted four times in July by the Louisiana
Cooperative Extension Service, the LSU Sea Grant Program, the LDWEF, and BINEP. The camp is held at the LDWF’s St. Amant
Marine Lab on Grand Tetre Island, where youth learn about marine ecology, barrier islands, the fisheries industry, and the culture of
coastal Louisiana. The last night of the camp, teens (from four different parishes all over the state) role play local government making
decisions about coastal land management. Top campers have an opportunity to patticipate in an advanced camp at LUMCON’s
Cocodetie facility. These coastal wetlands educational camps are conducted for about 100 students annually. In addition,
presentations about the Marsh Maneuvers camps were given at the 4-H Club Congress.

1 ead Agencies: LA Cooperative Extension Service, LA Sea Grant, LDWF, BINEP / Cosz. $8,000 annually (BTNEP centribution
$4,000). '

BTNEP 2004 Calendar ~ BTNEP developed and printed a tidal graph calendar for the Barataria-Terrebonne region. The calendar
also provides information on numerous issues relevant to the area. For example, pictures and text address the importance of the
Louisiana Detelict Crab Ttap Program, explain the shrimp life cycle and habitat requirements, and highlight restoration projects
addressing Louisiana’s coastal erosion problem; each month presents information about contemporary issues related to cultural

heritage, coastal resources, living resources, water quality, and other topics.
Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost: $5,252 (Sec. 320).

Migratory Bird Day celebrations were held in April of 2001, 2002, and 2003. These events were designed to promote awareness of
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the importance of maritime forests and other barrier island habitats across the Gulf as staging areas for millions of migratory birds.
The event is centered on promotion and education, and it gives the public an opportunity to see the thousands of birds in their
migration.

Lead Agencies: BTNEP / Cost: $10,000 (Sec. 320) for each year’s event.

La Féte d’Ecologie estuary festivals were held in fall of 2001, 2002, and 2003. These festivals are educational events targeted to the
general public, highlighting cultural and environmental issues of the Barataria-Terrebonne region. The goal of these events is to
demonstrate the values of the estuary, demonstrating to citizens why the region is worth protecting and restoring. Promotions include
radio, television, and print adverstisements (e.g., billboards, design and layout of t-shitts, newspaper inserts, etc.). Volunteers
participate in these events, which attract approximately 4,000 visitors.

Lead Agencies: BTEF, BINEP / Cost: $40,000 (Sec. 320) for 2003 festival and promotions. '

Wings Over the Wetlands Bird Festival — the 1 Annual Wings Over the Wetlands Bird Festival was held in October 2003. The
purpose of this event was to educate people about the importance of bottomland hardwoods, cypress swamps, and floating marsh
habitats to migratory and resident birds, encourage ecotounism, and promote habitat protection and restoration. The festival included
several different bird tours, a forum for discussion of current activities, and opportunities to provide educational information.

Lead Agencies: BTNEP / Cost. $3,724 (Sec. 320).

BTNEP funds wete used to purchase water quality testing kits for educators participating in the Gulf Coast-wide Centers for Ocean
Science Education Excellence (COSEE) Institute. This National Science Foundation program aims to develop partnerships between
marine researchers and educators and promote a deeper undesstanding of marine science and technology by the public.

I ead Agencies: LUMCON / Cost: $1,273 (Sec. 320).

Development and Maintenance of the BTNEP Web Site — The BTNEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to:focus on key
issues now being addressed through the program. The website enables the program to disseminate information in a rapid and visually
appealing manner, and follows the Program’s overall message strategy in tone, style, and format. Citizens can obtain information on
the goals and progress of CCMP Action Plans, technical publications, educational matetials, and projects. Mini web pages are being
developed for specific aspects of the program (e.g., Grand Isle Migtatory Bird Celebration, Shellfish Challenge, Elmer’s Island Grass
Roots Campaign), especially in terms of highlighting key partnerships.

L ead Agencies: BTNEP / Cost. $49,025 (Sec. 320).

*Barataria Waterway Marsh Creation — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for brackish and intermediate marsh
creation.

Lead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americorps / Cost: $16,500 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Grand Isle Rehabilitation — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for the creation of dunes.
I ead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americorps, UNO Env. Camp /Cost $9,400 (BTNEP with no direct cash

contribution).

*Deer Range Canal — This tehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for brackish marsh creation.
I ead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americotps /Cost: $16,000 BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Myrtle Grove — This rehabilitation project involved vegetative planting for shoreline protection.
L ead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD, LDNR, LDAF, Americorps / Cost: $3,100 (BINEP with no direct cash contribution).
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*Queen Bess *02 — This project involved vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in salt marsh-spoil habitat.
Lead Agencies. Americotps, Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR. / Cosz: $6,200 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Simoneaux *02 — This project involved vegetative planting of giant cutgrass in fresh marsh habitat.
Lead Agencies. Americorps, Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cosz: $9,300 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Jonathan Davis — This project involved vegetative planting of California bulrush in intermediate and brackish marsh habitats.
Lead Agencies. Americorps, Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cost: $10,400 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Barataria Land Bridge — This project involved vegetative planting of smooth cordgrass in brackish-spoil habitat.
Lead Agencies: Americorps, Crescent SWCD, NRCS, LDNR / Cost: $3,700 (BTNEP with no direct cash contribution).

*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves creation of 45 acres of brackish marsh.

Lead Agencies. Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche
Port Commission, Morris P. Herbert, Inc., BTINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cost: $325,000 (BINEP with no direct cash
contribution).

*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves placement of rock for shoreline protection of an eroding canal
and removal of an artificial levee that was impounding over 1,850 acres of fish habitat.

Lead Agencies: Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche
Port Commission, Morris P. Herbert, Inc., BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cost: $333,650 BTNEP contribution $12,600).

*Lafourche Parish Wisner Restoration Project — This project involves beach protection via sand fencing and mangrove planting. In
May 2003, BTNEP recruited 18 volunteers from area schools and civic clubs to participate in the planting of 2,300 black mangroves
on property owned by the Wisner Donation Land Trust at Port Fourchon. The planting was completed over a two-clay period.
Lead Agencies: Edward Wisner donation, NOAA Restoration Center, UNO, Restore America’s Estuaries, CRCL, Greater Lafourche
Port Commission, Mortis P. Herbert, Inc., BINEP, Chevron Texaco, NRCS / Cosz: $36,000 (BTNEP with no direct cash
contribution).

BTNEP, in a partnership with the NRCS Plant Material Center and the LSU Ag Center began an effort to evaluate a number of
woody plant species and their ability to survive in the salt marsh/barrier island habitats of coastal Louisiana. The species chosen
reflect those that are important to neotropical migrant songbirds that spend part of their lives in coastal Louisiana.

Lead Agencies. NRCS Plant Material Center, LSU Ag. Center, BTNEP / Cosz $170,000 over 4 years.

BTNEDP in a partnership with NRCS Plant Materials Center and the LSU Ag Center began an effort to evaluate numeérous herbaceous
plants and their survival in the salt marsh environs at Port Fourchon, LA. In addidon, this project serves to evaluate new techniques
for planting that could reduce the price associated with vegetating newly restored marsh.

Lead Agencies: NRCS Plant Material Center, LSU Ag. Center, BINEP / Cosr: $170,000 over 3 years.

BTNEP Participated in the coastal wetlands training and project direction of Americorps on the Bayou volunteers.
Lead Agencies. LSU Ag. Center, LA Sea Grant.

Coastal Roots: School Seedling Nursery Program for Coastal Restoration — As part of this program to assist BINEF area students in
developing an attitude of stewardship toward natural resources in the area, 17 schools in the Barataria and Terrebonne basins are
actively growing seedlings and conducting plantings for habitat restoration projects. The project provides each schocl with about
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1000 seedlings to perform yearly small-scale restoration projects in the coastal zone. In addition, a planting manual and teacher’s
guide were developed, and several editions of the Coastal Roots Newsletter have been circulated to participating schools and the
general public. Exhibits about this project have been presented at 4 major festivals in the area.

Lead Agencies: LA Sea Grant, LSU Ag. Center.

Lafourche Parish Coastal Zone Management (Jess Curole) purchases 1,000 Cypress trees each year, and with the help of Kirk Kilgen
(DNR), Susan Terrebonne (Les Reflections Du Bayou), and volunteers, the trees are planted along Bayou Lafourche and other areas.
Lead Agencies: Lafourche CZM Program.

Les Reflections du Bayou has increased envitonmental awareness and stewardship in the region, as evidenced by a 25% increase in
membership, a 25% increase in coverage of environmental issues by the three local forms of media (newspaper, television, and radio),
and by the involvement on monitoring and planting projects of 10 community groups that have previously not participated in
envitonmental stewardship efforts.

Lead Agencies: Les Reflections du Bayou.

Les Reflections du Bayou is planting marsh grass plants along Bayou Lafourche’s banks and the area’s hurricane protections levees,
and the marshlands surrounding Bayou Lafourche, thereby enhancing coastal and marine habitat. These planting are designed to raise
awareness about land loss and activate community groups to become better environmental stewards.

Lead Agencies: Les Reflections du Bayou.

Les Reflections du Bayou is expanding the Citizens Water Quality Monitoring of Bayou Lafourche to at least 4 monthly monitoring
locations. This monitoring is designed to raise community awareness and activate community groups to become better environmental
stewards.

Lead Agencies: Les Reflections du Bayou.
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Les Reflections du Bayou is expanding the Citizens Water Quality Monitoring of Bayou Lafourche to at least 4 monthly monitoring
locations. This monitoring is designed to raise community awareness and activate community groups to become better environmental
stewards. )

Lead Agencies: Les Reflections du Bayou.

LUMCON is working with estuary teachers and groups to set up local monitoring programs for schools within the estuary. This
program is called Bayouside Classroom. BINEP provides funds and training for this program.
Lead Agencies: LUMCON, BTNEP.

BTNEP has produced a “Healthy Estuary, Healthy Economy, Healthy Communities.....” Report to disseminate information on
environmental indicatots.
Lead Agencies: BINEP.
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Bayou Lafourche Community Adventure — The goal of this project is to utilize cultural heritage as a too] to increase public
understanding of the need to keep BTES free from pollution. To that end, the following projects have been developed: a
photography contest (ongoing), an oral history collection (ongoing), and 3 paddling trips down Bayou Lafourche (November 2001,
2002, and 2003). Paddle Bayou Lafourche, these 4-day paddling trips, have become known among participants as “cultural trips”.
Paddlers are treated to a “backyard view” of the bayou’s culture, and residents take pride in showing off their lifestyles. Evening
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events highlight cultures such as the United Houtna Nation Native American tribe. The local pride that is fostered by these trips
results in a heightened sense of stewardship for the bayou.
Lead Agencies: BTEF, BINEP / Cost: $30,000 (Sec. 320).

Woodlands Trail and Park in Plaquemines Parish — The Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. (a grassroots, non-profit organization) is
working with local, state, and federal partners to acquire and preserve a property in the English Turn area along the Mississippi River
m Plaquemines Parish, LA. This site then will be added to the Coastal Louisiana Birding Trail and serve as an important ecotourism
destination. BTNEP funding is providing the initial seed money needed to develop the trail and educational kiosks.

Lead Agencies: Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. / Cost $30,000 (Sec. 320).

La Féte d’Ecologie estuary festivals were held in fall of 2001, 2002, and 2003. These festivals are educational events targeted to the
general public, highlighting cultural and environmental issues of the Barataria-Terrebonne region. The goal of these events is to
demonstrate the values of the estuary, demonstrating to citizens why the region is worth protecting and restoring. Promotions include
radio, television, and print adverstisements (e.g., billboards, design and layout of t-shirts, newspaper inserts, etc.).

Lead Agencies. BTEF, BINEP / Cost: $40,000 (Sec. 320) for 2003 festival and promotions.

Louisiana Marne Fisheries Museum in St. Charles Parish —- BINEP contributed funding support for museusmn.
Lead Agencies: LA Marine Fisheries Museum Foundation.

The Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center of Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve continues to provide pertnanent and
revolving museum exhibits to highlight cultutes of southeast Louisiana and their interaction with the wetland environment. The center
also serves to perpetuate cultural exchange with weekly informal music programs. The center added a children’s roorn, with hands-on
activities for kids to explore their cultural heritage. Average annual visitation to the Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center of Jean Lafitte
National Historical Park and Preserve, from its opening in November 1992 to December of 2003, was approximately 90,000.

The Jean Lafitte Historical Park and Preserve conducts 2 week-long historical and environmental summer camps for kids, with
funding provided by BINEP.

The Cheniere Hurricane Centennial centers on a comumunity destroyed by a hutricane. Sutvivors of the hutticane established
communities throughout the basin. This project illustrates the bond between the natural resources in the basins, the evolution of
activities of long-tite residents, and the unique culture that resulted. A video of highlights from the centennial has been made and
circulated.

The National Wetlands Research Center has developed an interactive CD-ROM that focuses on wetland types in Louisiana. Itis part
of an overall effort to work with the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program and the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection,
and Restoration Program to identify the cultural, ecological, and economic importance of Louisiana’s wetland resources. To date,
over 20,000 copies have been distributed.

For each of the past four years, Pierre Part Middle School has celebrated “Heritage Day.” What was first conceived as a school
festival has grown to a festival that includes this entite formetly French-speaking community as exhibitors as well as participants. The
festival features Cajun musicians and dancers, traditional boat-building exhibits, oral history presentations by 100+ year-old
comtnunity elders, and traditional crafts which rely on the resources of the local environment. The festival has growa to include
exhibits by representatives from state and local resource management agencies, who infortn the community about their efforts to
manage the resources and counter threats to the environment.
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BTNEP annually supports the Bayou Camps Program, with the intention of developing awareness and interest among students about
environmental issues related to Louisiana wetland environments and the Barataria-Terrebonne estuary. The camp is now held at
Nicholls State University and includes four two-week sessions. Bayou Camp provides over 500 K-8 students in Assumption,
Lafourche and Terrebonne Parishes with both classroom and field experience.

The Bayou Terrebonne Waterlife Museum continues to operate in the town of Houma. The museum to act as a tourism anchor as
well as an environtental educational tool.

Destrehan Plantation celebrates the Spring Heritage Festival, involving thousands of school children in learning about the rich cultural
history of plantation and levee living.

Three commercial books have been published highlighting the gravity of the coastal land loss in the B-T system, and Louisiana as a
whole. Each of these books has covered the BTES in detail. Each of the authors was able to rely on BINEP staff for accurate
technical information in addition to general information about our system. These books are: Holding Back the Sea: The Struggle for
America’s Natural Legacy on the Gulf Coast by Christopher Hallowell (2001); Bayou Farewell: The Rich Life and Tragic Death of Louisiana’s
Cajun Coast by Mike Tidwell (2003), and Saving Louisiana? The Battle for Coastal Wetlands by Bill Streever (2003).
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Barataria-Terrebonne Resident’s Guide — BINEP is developing a guide (a booklet with color pictures) that explains the benefits of
using native plants to improve wildlife habitat, provide water quality best management practices, and provide other eco-friendly
landscaping practices.

Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost: $15,000 (Sec. 320).

Woodlands Trail and Patk in Plaquemines Parish — The Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. (a grassroots, non-profit organization) is
working with local, state, and federal partners to acquire and preserve a property in the English Turn area along the Mississippi River
in Plaquemines Parish, LA. This site then will be added to the Coastal Louisiana Bitding Trail and serve as an important ecotourism
destination. BTNEP funding is providing the initial seed money needed to develop the trail and educational kiosks.

Lead Agencies. Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. / Cost: $30,000 (Sec. 320).

SCPDC, a member of the BINEP Management Conference, in conjunction with the City of Thibodaux, applied for and was awarded
a Phase I site assessment grant undet the EPA’s Brownfields Redevelopment Initiative. The Phase II application is pending. If
approved, the City will convert property that was once an abandoned landfill into a city park, landscaped with native plants and trees.
BTNEP contribution is in-kind.

Lead Agencies: SCPDC, City of Thibodaux / Cost: $250,000 (Phase I award from EPA to SCPDC).
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BTNEP has continued the storm drain marking program as part of its water quality program. As part of this program, the Nonpoint
Source Program Coordinator leads groups within the community on storm drain marking and hanging door hangers. Participants in
the “marking day” are given a short presentation on nonpoint source pollution (NPS) and directions on how to safely apply the
adhesive to the markers and apply the markers and on how to hang door hangers. During this time period 287 storm drain markers
were put down and 207 Door Hangers were put on houses. In addition to normal requests for stormdrain marking, BTNEP partners
each year with the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium (LUMCON) education program to teach high school students
stewardship skills using the exercise of stormdrain marking during the LUMCON Estuarine Awareness and Discovery (LEAD)
sutnier camp.
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Lead Agencies: BINEP, LUMCON.

Public Information and Education Action Plans

SR-8

Development and Maintenance of the BTINEP Web Site — The BINEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to focus on key
issues now being addressed through the program. Mini web pages are being developed for specific aspects of the program (e.g.,
Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration, Shellfish Challenge, Elmet’s Island Grass Roots Campaign), especially in tetmis of highlighting
key partnerships.

Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost: $49,025 (Sec. 320).

The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act (CWPPRA) Outreach Committee has initiated a website at
www.lacoast.gov . This site includes up-to date information on CWPPRA projects as well as the Brown Marsh Phenomenon in
Barataria-Terrebonne. This group also maintains an e-mail news flash service that is targeted not only to legislators and decision
makers, but members of the general public as well.

Lead Agencies: CWPPRA.

The Louisiana Governor’s Office of Coastal Activities distributes copies of the CWPPRA publication Watermarks and relevant
newspaper clippings on coastal issues to LA legislators. It also distributes information requested through legislative constituent
referrals with a copy to the legislator. Staff members of the Governor’s Office continue to meet regularly with members of the House
and Senate Environmental Committee, as well as the Natural Resources Committee, for input into the State Plan, and for restoration
updates.

Lead Agencies: LA Governor’s Office of Coastal Activities.

The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources maintains a full ime person for informing, educating and telling the Louisiana
coastal story to the Louisiana Delegation. This person meets regularly with House and Senate staffers to provide updates on coastal
issues.

Lead Agencies: LDNR

State Representative Loulan Pitre, who is Vice Chairman of the BINEP MC, setves as a conduit for distribution of BTNEP
educational materials to the Lonisiana Legislature.

BTNERP is incteasingly serving as a credible soutce of information to federal and state legislators. In the Fall of 2003, BINEP hosted
a tour of Bayou Lafourche for tepresentatives of the EPA and federal and state legistators to inform them of critical issues regarding
water usage on this bayou.

BTNEDP has produced a “Healthy Esinary, Healthy Econony, Healthy Communities.....” Report to disseminate information on
environtmental indicators.
1 ead Agencies. BINEP.

BTNEP provided educational information to state and federal legislators regarding the impacts of Outer Continental-Shelf oil and gas
activity on the BTES. Efforts of the Louisiana Delegation resulted in approximately $26 million in Coastal Impact Assistance Funds
to the State of Louisiana. Monies are distributed by the State through its Parish governments.
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Public Awareness Program — This project involves development of public outreach and education materials, including a display for
the Bayou Lafourche Freshwater Re-Introduction Project and a multi-purpose media/information packet for BTNEP.
Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost: $15,000 (Sec. 320).

BTNEP Portable Education Display — In 2001, BINEP purchased a Nimlok 10" display, to build public awareness for the program
and to visually stimulate interest and education of potentially large audiences about the BTES’s ecological problems.
Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost: $8,000 (Sec. 320).

Point Coupee to the Gulf: Production of a Bi-weekly Newspaper Column — 48 newspaper columns were produced and distributed to
newspapers located within the estuary. These columns featured interviews with basin residents and information on BTNEP issues and
programs. ,

Lead Agencies: BTEF.

Les Reflections du Bayou has increased environmental awareness and stewardship in the region, as evidenced by a 25% increase in
membership, a 25% increase in coverage of environmental issues by the three local forms of media (newspaper, television, and radio),
and by the involvement on monitoring and planting projects of 10 community groups that have previously not participated in
environmental stewardship efforts.

Lead Agencies: Les Reflections du Bayou.

Three commercial books have been published highlighting the gravity of the coastal land loss in the B-T system, and Louisiana as a
whole. Each of these books has covered the BTES in detail. Each of the authors was able to rely on BINEP staff for accurate
technical information in addition to general information about our system. These books are: Holding Back the Sea: The Struggle for
America’s Natural Legacy on the Gulf Coast by Christopher Hallowell (2001); Bayox Farewell: The Rich Life and Tragic Death of Louisiana’s
Cajun Coast by Mike Tidwell (2003), and Saving Louisiana? The Battle for Coastal Wetlands by Bill Streever (2003).

In February 2001, BINEP hosted repotters from KINOE TV in Monroe, LA who produced a featute segment on coastal erosion in
South Louisiana.

During the 2003 Paddle Bayou Lafourche trip, a film crew from the University of Tampa participated in shooting many hours of
footage to be made into a documentary on Louisiana’s land loss.

In September 2003, BINEP produced a live broadcast over the internet from the Golden Meadow Hutricane Protection levee. This
broadcast was funded by NOAA and was viewed by students across Louisiana and the nation. It was subsequently made into
BTNEP’s newest video and is being widely distributed.

BTNEP Director and Program staff participate in regulatly scheduled, monthly radio interviews to discuss ecological:issues affecting
the B-T- systemn on KTIB Radio in Thibodaux. I addition, special appearances to promote BINEP sponsored events are conducted
on KIL.RZ Radio in Larose. BINEP program staff appears on HTV’s taped cooking show, “Cooking at Its Finest” to showcase
recipes featuring estuarine resources and to promote upcoming BINEP events twice per year.

In Spring 2001, ITV aired a documentary on invasive species which included footage of a boat tour of a Hydrilla infestation on Bayou
Lafourche.

Published author Mike Tidwell visited South Louisiana in 2000 to gather information for his upcoming book Bayow Farewell: The Rich
Life and Tragic Death of Lonisiana’s Coast. BINEP staff arranged for and accompanied the author on a flight over the estuary. One
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chapter is devoted to Barataria-Terrebonne and the flight with Kesty St. Pé over the decimated marsh.

Baton Rouge Advocate environmental reporter Amy Wold has written a number of stories about coastal land loss. BTNEP partners
have worked with Ms.Wold to get the issues before the public

BTNEP has continued a strong relationship with Thibodaux Daily Comet envitonmental writer Katina Gaudet. Ms Gaudet not only
covers BINEP and other coastal functions, but frequently contacts the program in quest of stories or advice.

Many Management Conference members work in agencies which have their own media staff and report on BINEP efforts.

Television broadcasts, such as BINEP’s “Haunted Waters” and “Rescuing the Treasure” and the latest video, “Ametzica’s Vanishing
Treasure” on Louisiana Public Broadcasting and National Public Broadcasting, are another form of communications used to generate
interest in the Program. When “Rescuing the Treasure” was first premiered on WYES-TV, New Orleans, the viewing ratings were
near the highest market-share, even besting a televised Saints football game! Numerous citizens have contacted the Program office
after viewing the video documentaries, and many citizen relationships with the Program have been initiated from our participation in
community events.

Whenever possible, the Program uses event announcements as an opportunity to educate the public about the estuary. Promotional
materials that are distributed to print and broadcast media, such as the "Migratory Bird Day Celebration” and "La Fete d'Ecologie,”
serve not only to publicize and announce the events, but as educational tools. In addition, these events themselves generate
substantial media coverage of estuaty issues and events:

The BTNEP Program Director and other Program spokespersons are recognized by the media as resources for factual and
consensus-based information on often controversial estuary issues. In addition, the Program is recognized as being able to address a
broad range of issues, from nutria market development and nature-based tourism to stormwater management and Brown Marsh
Phenomenon. This recognition has substantially increased media coverage of the Program, the CCMP, and the Program’s efforts
within the estuary.

BTNEP has established its e-newsletter Crablines. Crabiines reaches approximately 900 email recipients on the BTINEP database.
Crablines is not a regularly scheduled newsletter, but an occasional update of Program office activities and an alert to upcoming events
and noteworthy issues and projects. Crablines is issued approximately 5 times per year.

BTNEP staff have given numerous presentations and tours to media representatives:

& The BTNEP Program Director gave a presentation and BINEP materials were distributed to the American Society of
Environmental Journalists.

o The BINEP Community Relations Coordinator partictpated in a national conference of the National Association of
Government Communicators.

& BTNEP Program staff hosted a film crew from Southern California, Joes Pickford and Company, providing resource
materials, and guided spots for filming, A travelogue featuring the B-T system and Coastal Louisiana will be produced from
this trip.

& BTNEP Program Staff provided a land and water tour to reporters from National Geographic Magazine. The tour featured
stops at the BINEP Maritime Forest Ridge Restoration Project and the Chenier Forest in Grand Isle. These stops
demonstrate the importance of habitat in the C-T system to neo-tropical migrant birds.

® BTNEP Program Staff provided a guided tour of Bayou Lafourche and area coastal marshes to LSU post-graduate
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journalism students. A documentary on coastal land loss will be produced by this group.

¢ BTNEP Program staff provided a guided tour of Bayou Lafourche, area coastal masshes and Port Fourchon to a reporter
for Germany’s division of National Public Radio. A four-minute segment on the ecological crisis in coastal Louisiana was
produced as result of this trip and was aired in Germany.

BTNEP has developed relationships with area newspapers. A reporter from the Daily Comet attends quarterly management
conference meetings. Relationships with other newspapers and periodicals include the Morning Advocate, The Houma Courier, and
The Tti-Parish Times.

BTNEP has an update column in the LUMCON News, the quarterly newsletter of its state sponsor, the Louisiana Universities Marine
Consortium. The BINEP Update page became a regular feature of the LUMCON News in 2002. LUMCON News is mailed to an
audience of 1200 recipients from the scientific community, area legislators, and marine educators, as well as the general public. The
newsletter also is mailed to 30 international recipients.
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Public Awareness Program — This project involves development of public outreach and education materials, including a display for
the Bayou Lafourche Freshwater Re-Introduction Project and a multi-purpose media/information packet for BINEP.
Lead Agenciec: BINEP / Cost. $15,000 (Sec. 320).

Point Coupee to the Gulf: Production of a Bi-weekly Newspaper Column — 48 newspaper columns were produced and distributed to
newspapers located within the estuary. These columns featured interviews with basin residents and information on BTNEP issues and
programs.

Lead Agencies: BTEF.

BTNEP Portable Education.Display — In 2001, BINEP purchased a Nimlok 10" display, to build public awareness for the program
and to visually stimulate interest and education of potentially large audiences about the BTES’s ecological problems.
Lead Agencies: BTINEP / Cost: $8,000 (Sec. 320).

The Americorps on the Bayou group members acted as emissaries for the BTNEP, giving over 100 presentations on estuary issues in
local schools.

The Family and Consumer Education civic organization from South Lafourche Parish has given presentations on the estuary that was
delivered by local group members to all state chapters of their organization.

The Management Conference members as well as BTNEP staff have routinely spoken to-civic clubs, professional clubs, and other
organizations concerning the ways our natural environment is critical to our lives in Barataria-Terrebonne.

BTNEDP has begun work on forming a council of advocates, called Leadership Barataria-Terrebonne. This council will be composed
of interested persons from community sectors throughout the estuary. This group will be intensively trained in BINEP issues, so as
to be able to bring the message home through presentations to their own communities.

The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, with funding from BTNEP, has developed a slide presentation regarding Mississippi
River water quality. This presentation was delivered to leaders in coastal parishes by a volunteer team of water quality experts. The
speaker team targeted parishes faced with considering the pros and cons of diverting river water into ailing marshes for restoration
putposes. This project also produced a ditectory of coastal water quality experts, with contact information.
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The Jefferson Parish Environmental and Development Control Depattment provides speakets to schools, scouts, and civic groups, Ongotng

who explain vatious public outreach programs, such as the storm drain marking program the nonpoint source pollution poster contest

and the Christmas Tree Marsh Restoration Program.

With BTNEP funding, the Cooperative Extension Setvice conducts 5-week long Marsh Maneuvers Camps each summer for 4-H Ongoing

students, who leatn about issues affecting the estuary.

South Central Planning can be called upon to give presentations on non-point soutce pollution using a watershed model and Ongoing

computer program.

South Terrebonne Levee District personnel and South Lafourche Levee District each have representatives who BIMEP can call upon | Ongoing

to give presentations on a variety of estuary issues.

There are a number of estuary partners with specific areas of expertise whom we rely on regularly to speak for us on estuaty issues. Ongoing

Sixty talks were conducted on the integration of environmental integrity and human habitation in coastal Louisiana. Complete
SR-11 Program Information Materials — Numerous informational documents highlighting estuary issues have been produced by BTNEP. Ongoting

These materials are used by educators in public presentations, and are available to the public. See Appendix G for a complete list of

tnatetials available through BTNEP.

Public Awareness Program — This project involves development of public outreach and education materials, includiqg a display for Ongoing

the Bayou Lafourche Freshwater Re-Introduction Project and a multi-purpose media/information packet for BINEP.

Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost. $15,000 (Sec. 320).

BTNEP 2004 Calendar — BTNEP developed and printed a tidal graph calendar for the Baratatia-Terrebonine region. The calendar 1% printing

also provides information on numerous issues relevant to the area. For example, pictures and text address the importance of the complete, 204

Louisiana Derelict Crab Trap Program, explain the shrimp life cycle and habitat requirements, and highlight restoration projects printing

addressing Louisiana’s coastal erosion problemm; each month presents information about contemporary issues relatedito cultural ongoing

heritage, coastal resources, living resources, water quality, and other topics. '

Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cost: $5,252 (Sec. 320).

Point Coupee to the Gulf: Production of a Bi-weekly Newspaper Column — 48 newspaper columns were produced and distributed to Complete

newspapers located within the estuary. These columns featured interviews with basin residents and information on BTNEP issues and

programs. '

Lead Agencies: BIEF.

BTNEP Portable Education Display — In 2001, BINEP purchased a Nimlok 10" display, to build public awareness for the program Complete

and to visually stimulate interest and education of potentially large audiences about the BTES’s ecological problems.

Lead Agenciess BINEP / Cost. $8,000 (Sec. 320).

Development and Maintenance of the BTNEP Web Site — The BINEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned ta focus on key Ongoing

issues now being addressed through the program. Mini web pages are being developed for specific aspects of the program (e.g.,
Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration, Shellfish Challenge, Eimer’s Island Grass Roots Campaign), especially in terms of highlighting
key partnerships.
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Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost: $49,025 (Sec. 320).

BTNEP has authored and published several publications on wetlands issues such as:
e  Camp and Houseboat Sanitation in Louisiana
®  Fisheries Implications of Freshwater Re-Introductions
®  Mississippi River Water Quality: Implications for Coastal Restoration
e  Closing the Mississippi River Gulf Outlet: Environmental and Economic Considerations
®  Coastal Louisiana and South Florida: A Comparative Wetland Inventory
e Stewardship Incentives for Louisiana’s Coastal Landowners
e  Wetlands Functions & Values in Louisiana
®  Portrait of an Estuary

Many other publications highlighting estuary issues are available to the public, including:

e Lagniappe is a monthly newsletter produced by Jerald Horst, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Setvice, covering issues
pertinent to BTINEP implementation.

‘o Lonssiana Wetlands News 1s a regular newsletter from Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. It also covers issues pertinent
to BTINEP implementation.

e Coast Currents and Coasz Wise are publications from CRCL.

®  Ersion Update is a column written by Allen Lottinger of L4 Sportsman magazine.
o Watermarks - CWPPRA

o Crablines Electronic Newsletter-BTNEP

Cypress Swamp Tours is an estuaty ecotouristn business that brings 2500 visitors per week from around the wotld into Bayou
Segnette, in the fishing village of Matrero. While visitors are treated to the usual show of alligators, moss-draped trees, and regal
wading birds, Cypress Swamp Tour guests are also given an education on the current state of the estuary, and the need to save it.
Cypress Swamp Tours has established “Cypress Academy” where, using BINEP materials and speakers from around the estuary,
employees are trained in historical, environmental, and geologic facts about the region.

The National Wetlands Research Center has developed an interactive CD-ROM that focuses on wetland types in Louisiana. 1t is part
of an overall effort to work with the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program and the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection,
and Restoration Program to identify the cultural, ecological, and economic importance of Louisiana’s wetland resources. To date,
over 20,000 copies have been distributed.

The LA Department of Natural Resources Coastal Nonpoint Program produced a video called Rainwater Blues-Pollution in Louisiana

The Program developed a Salt Marsh Coloring Book for K-4.
Lead Agencies: BINEP.

A number of power point presentations have been developed by the Program on a variety of different topics.
Lead Agencies: BTNEP.

BTNEP has become a catalyst for local action with far-reaching effects. The Houma-Terrebonne Chamber of Comterce, after
hearing a presentation from BTNEP decided to take an active role in addressing coasta land loss. Through a partnership of the
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Chamber of Commerce, BINEP, the Terrebonne Parish School Board, and the Houma-Thibodaux Catholic Diocese, key teachers
and principals in the region were given presentations and teaching materials, including a video targeted to students, produced by
BTNEP, on land loss in the estuary. These teachers, in turn, brought the information and materials back to their schools, and
developed class activities with their fellow teachers.

Between January 2001 and December 2003, BTNEP participated in 85 conferences and community events, such as “Grand Isle
Tarpon Rodeo” in Grand Isle, where educational materials are broadly distributed to-the general public.

BTNEP has produced a “Healthy Esnary, Healthy Economy, Healthy Communities. ....” Repott to disseminate information on
environmental indicators. -

An Ol Spill Prevention Action Plan Team was formed and includes representatives from Shell Pipeline and the US Coast Guard.
BTNEP participated in the production of the “What’s An Estuaty? Now You Know” multi-media presentation.

BTNEP produced a number of new target-specific products during this time petiod, including a yearly tidal graph calendar for the
fishing community, Estuary Live video for the formal education community, a Clean Marina Guide for boaters, an Oil Spill
Prevention Manual for the oil industry, and an envitonmental indicators report for general audiences.

The CWPPRA Outreach committee has developed a series of project fact sheets which contain a project description, a statetnent of
the problem the project is designed to correct, the restoration strategy involved, and the progress of the project, as well as a project
site map. The most recent round of fact sheets was developed in October 2003. These sheets are distributed at conferences,
seminars, and special events, and are also available on the web. Twenty-three fact sheets have been developed for CWPRRA projects
in the BTES. ‘
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BTNEP 2004 Calendar — BINEP developed and printed a tidal graph calendar for the Barataria-Terrebonne region. The calendar
also provides information on numerous issues relevant to the area. For example, pictures and text address the importance of the
Louisiana Derelict Crab Trap Program, explain the shritop life cycle and habitat requirements, and highlight restoratibn projects
addressing Louisiana’s coastal erosion problem; each month presents information about contemporary issues related to cultural
heritage, coastal resoutrces, living resoutces, water quality, and other topics.

Lead Agenciess BINEP / Cost: $5,252 (Sec. 320).

Development and Maintenance of the BTINEP Web Site — The BINEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to focus on key
issues now being addressed through the program. The website enables the program to disseminate information in a rapid and visually
appealing manner, and follows the Program’s overall message strategy in tone, style, and format. Citizens can obtain information on
the goals and progress of CCMP Action Plans, technical publications, educational materials, and projects. Mini web pages are being
developed for specific aspects of the program (e.g., Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration, Shelifish Chalienge, Elmer’s Island Grass
Roots Campaign), especially in terms of highlighting key partnerships.

Lead Agenciess BINEP / Cost: $49,025 (Sec. 320).

Through the education page of the BINEP website, educators can now access video cﬁps from 4 of the 6 BINEP videos, as well as a
downloadable field trip guide and salt marsh activity book.

Wings Over the Wetlands Bird Festival — the 13t Annual Wings Over the Wetlands Bird Festival was held in October 2003. The
‘purpose of this event was to educate people about the importance of bottomland hardwoods, cypress swamps, and floating marsh
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habitats to migratory and resident bitds, encourage ecotoutism, and promote habitat protection and restoration. The festival included
several different bird tours, 2 forum for discussion of current activities, and opporttunities to provide educational information.
Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost: $3,724 (Sec. 320).

3xd Annual North Ametican Ornithological Conference — BTNEP provided funding for this conference, which was held in New
Orleans in September 2002.
Lead Agencies: Tulane University / Cost: $3,775.

Migratory Bird Day celebrations were held in Aptil of 2001, 2002, and 2003. These events were designed to promote awareness of
the importance of maritime forests and other bartier island habitats across the Gulf as staging areas for millions of migratory bitds.
The event is centered on promotion and education, and it gives the public an oppottunity to see the thousands of birds in their
migration.

Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost. $10,000 (Sec. 320) for each year’s event.

BTNEP has 15 locations where progtam materials are distributed: LCES Office-Galliano, St. Charles CZM Office, Sbuth Lafourche
Levee District Office, Lafourche Parish Tourist Commission, Houma-Terrebonne Toutist Commission, LDWF Regional Office-
Bourg, Jefferson Parish Environmental Department Office, Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service Office-Houma, LDEQ Bayou
Lafourche Regional Office-Raceland, Lafourche Patish Coastal Zone Management Office-Cut Off, Terrebonne Parigh Consolidated
Government Office-Houma, NRCS Office-Donaldsonville, Bayou Lafourche Fresh Water District Office-Thibodaux, LDWEF Office-
Baton Rouge.

The Program Office continues to capture the amount of materials distributed. On a quartetly basis, the distribution points and
Program Office are inventoried and this information is recorded into an Access table, along with any material received (ptinted) in
that quarter. At the end of the fiscal year, this information will be used to determine the amount of materials distributed.

Teachets and principals in the region have access to teaching matetials, including a video tatgeted to students, produced by BINEP,
on land loss in the estuaty, made available through a partnership of the Houma-Tertebonne Chambet of Commetce, BINEP, the
Tetrebonne Parish School Boatd, and the Houma-Thibodaux Catholic Diocese.

A number of BINEP-funded educator workshops have been held including Project STEPS (Students and Teachers as Educational
Partners), WETMAAP (Wetlands Education using Maps and Aerial Photography), and demonstrations of the CD ROM Knee Deep
in Louisiana Wetlands. BTNEP products are demonstrated and disseminated at these wotkshops.

BTNEDP staff have demonstrated and disseminated BINEP materials at a number of educator conferences including the Louisiana
Science Teachers Association and Louisiana Environmental Educators annual meetings. In addition, BTNEP staff members have
contacted each estuary parish with information about BINEP free matetials and services. This has resulted in many requests for
matetials from educators.

The CWPPRA Outreach Committee’s LA Coast website and newsflash is used by BTNEP and its pattners to disseminate information
about coastal issues.

BTNEP has coordinated the development of an educational postet entitled “The Habitats of Barataria-Terrebonne: Their Importance
to Migratory and Resident Birds”. It provides information on the various habitats found throughout the Barataria-Terrebonne basins
and how and why they are important to the birds that use them. This product is being printed and distributed and is expected to be
combined into a curriculum to be used in the classroom setting.
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The Louisiana Depattment of Culture, Recreation, and Tourism is partnering with the Baratatia-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program and others to develop the Great Louisiana Coastal Birding Trail. This concept involves identifying routes (Highways) that
provide access to certain birding destinations throughout Baratatia-Terrebonne. Eventually, map products, signage, bird observation
platforms, pullovers, etc. will be constructed as part of this effort.
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The Program’s 1-800 phone line has served as a valuable outreach mechanism. BTNEP stakeholders and interested citizens have
utilized the 1-800 line for an average of 981 minutes per month from Januaty 2001 to December 2003.
Lead Agencies: BINEP.

Between January 2001 and December 2003, the Program has disseminated over 93,000 pieces informational materials. These items
were requested through the 1-800 telephone number, Internet website, patticipation in comminity events and individual contacts.
Lead Agencies: BINEP.
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Coastal Roots: School Seedling Nursery Program for Coastal Restoration — As patt of this program to assist BINEP area students in
developing an attitude of stewardship toward natural tesources in the area, 17 schools in the Baratatia and Terrebonne basins are
actively growing seedlings and conducting plantings for habitat restoration projects. The project provides each school with about
1000 seedlings to perform yeatly small-scale restoration projects in the coastal zone. In addition, a planting manual and teacher’s
guide were developed, and several editions of the Coastal Roots Newsletter have been circulated to participating schools and the
general public. Exhibits about this project have been presented at 4 major festivals in the atea.

Lead Agencies: LA Sea Grant, LSU Ag, Center.

Marsh Maneuvers — Marsh Maneuvers is a week-long, intensive camping expetience conducted four times in July by the Louisiana
Cooperative Extension Service, the LSU Sea Grant Program, the LDWEF, and BIINEP. The camp is held at the LDWFE’s St. Amant
Marine Lab on Grand Terre Island, where youth learn about marine ecology, batrier islands, the fisheries industry, and the culture of
coastal Louisiana. The last night of the camp, teens (from four different parishes all over the state) role play local government making
decisions about coastal land management. Top campets have an opportunity to participate in an advanced camyp at LUMCON’s
Cocodrie facility. These coastal wetlands educational camps are conducted for about 100 students annually. In addition,
presentations about the Marsh Maneuvers camps were given at the 4-H Club Congress. Cost: $8,000 annually ($4,000 contributed by
BTNEP).

Lead Agencies: LA Cooperative Extension Service, LA Sea Grant.

Students and Teachers as Educational Partners in Science (STEPS) — Project STEPS is an innovative program, started in 2001,
developed by two key educators in partnership with BINEP and LUMCON. Two wotkshops are being held at LUMCON in spring
and fall, where two students will be paired with each of 12 teachers participating in the workshops. The workshops focus on water
quality and land loss problems.

Lead Agencies: LUMCON, BINEP / Cosr: $21,000 (Sec. 320).

Development and Maintenance of the BINEP Web Site — The BINEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to focus on key
issues now being addressed through the program. The website enables the program to disseminate information in a rapid and visually
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appealing manner, and follows the Program’s overall message strategy in tone, style, and format. Citizens can obtain information on
the goals and progress of CCMP Action Plans, technical publications, educational materials, and projects. BTNEP is.adding an
“Educator’s Plate” section, which will list all educational matetials and workshops available to educators and the public, as well as
provide links to lesson plans and other websites which pertain to estuary issues. Mini web pages are being developed for specific
aspects of the program (e.g., Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration, Shellfish Challenge, Elmer’s Island Grass Roots Campaign),
especially in terms of highlighting key partnerships.

Lead Agencies:. BINEP / Cosr. $49,025 (Sec. 320).

The Barataria Preserve of Jean Lafitte National Historical Patk and Preserve presented curticulum-based education progtams focusing
on the natural history of the Barataria basin to over 6000 students. Of that number, approximately 1/3 participated in the program for
6™-8 grade entitled “Vanishing Wetlands.”

The Wetlands Acadian Cultural Center of Jean Lafitte National Historical Patk and Preserve presented curriculum-based education

programs focusing on the cultural heritage of the Baratatia basin to 4,716 students. Additionally, four teacher wotkshops were held at
the Center.

BTNEP is engaged in curriculum development through the continuation of older projects and the initiation of new one. Staff will be
wrapping up the Educatot’s Guide to the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary and Louisiana is fot the Birds curriculum next summer.
Twenty-eight activities were developed with funding from NOAA to accompany the new Estuary Live video, and ate being served on
the Education Page of the BINEP website. In addition, and exciting new cutriculum has been initiated called Spitit of the Estuary.
Cost: $45,000 (Educator’s Guide), $3,000 (Estuary Live activities), $19,000 (Spitit of the Estuary).

BTNEP has developed a variety of cutriculum materials for formal educators, including a video on history, culture, and the
environment, with accompanying teachers’” guide; a poster seties on the priority problems; satellite and habitat change maps; and a
self-guided field trip handbook. A video on the priority problems has been developed with BTNEP funds, for classtoom use.

BTNEP has funded IK-12 teacher in-service workshops that have focused on the use of maps and aerial photography (WETMAAP)
to analyze change in the landscape. Workshops have been conducted in both classtroom and field settings, whete teachers have
experienced the estuaties first-hand. At the 7-12 grade levels, two of the field workshops matched a teacher with an outstanding
student from their classroom. The student-teacher team became the instructional pattners to the students back at their school. The
student-teacher workshop has become known as the Student and Teacher as Education Partners in Science, or STEPS, Program. The
STEPS Program has become very successful and the Louisiana Science Teachers Association and the Louisiana Environmental
Educators Association have adopted the concept and will conduct workshops of their own. BTNEP has also funded teacher
wotkshops which present the Knee Deep in Wetlands CD ROM

The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, with partial funding from BTNEP, has developed a seties of lesson plans on priority
problems in the BT Estuary for informal educators. These have been made available to all extension service agents and to the public
as well. BTNEP educational materials are distributed to teachers at fairs, festivals, and educator symposiums. In addition, BINEP
funds a variety of workshops for teachers, students, and the public, including two annual Coastal Wetlands Workshops, Teachers’
Estuarine Wotkshops, The STEPS Program (Student and Teachers as Educational Partners in Science), Assumption Parish Summer
Bayou Catnps, and the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service Marsh Maneuvers Program. In addition, 2 number of teachers have
given presentations, using BNTEP educational materials at annual meetings of the Louisiana Science Teachers Association, National
Science Teachers Association, Louisiana Envitonmental Educators Association, and National Association of Marine Rducators
Association.
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BTNEP has partnered with the CWPPRA outreach branch to produce a CD-ROM on coastal restoration efforts. BTNEP has also
partnered with the Wetlands Research Center in Lafayette to produce a wetlands CD-ROM.

BTNEP staff and Management Conference members have participated, both by designing programs and presenting information, in
annual Leadership Programs.

BTNEP has funded a “Wetlands Wall” at the Terrebonne Parish Waterlife Museum. This wall is mural, with interpretive information
about various wetland habitats in the estuary. This site functions as a distribution point for educational matenals and is visited by
estuary residents, and travelers from around the world.

BTNEP has begun work on a curriculum package to be presented to teachers through workshops throughout the estuary. BTINEP
has purchased Enviroscape watershed models with funds from the LDEQ Non-Point Source Program. Demonstrations will be
provided to teachers on teaching about non-point source issues using this tool. The Enviroscapes will be made available to teachers
throughout the Estuary.

A curriculum document on the importance of BTES to migratory birds is under development by BTNEP staff, as well as a Salt Marsh
Coloring Book.

BTNEP annually supports the Bayou Camps Program, with the intention of developing awareness and interest among students about
environmental ssues related to Louisiana wetland environments and the Baratatia-Terrebonne estuary. The eight-week long summer
camp programs provide over 500 K-8 students with both classroom and field experience. Due to increased demand for this popular
camp, the program is now held at Nicholls State University and serves students in the parishes of Assumption, Lafourche and
Terrebonne.

The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program has coordinated the development of an educational poster entitled “The
Habitats of Barataria-Terrebonne: Their Importance to Migratory and Resident Birds”. It provides information on the various
habitats found throughout the Barataria-Terrebonne basins and how and why they are important to the birds that use them. This
product is being printed and distributed and is expected to be combined into a curriculum to be used in the classroora setting.

The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuaty Program and its partners are developing a video that addresses the importance of the
many wetland habitats to migratory and resident birds. The video focuses on the geographic area of southeast Louisiana but is
applicable to the same habitats found throughout the southeastern Gulf States. This video is designed to be an educational piece but
also will setrve as an ecotourism piece to promote these areas as “birding meccas”.

Rachel Sotners joined BINEP via the Delta Setvice Corps. She helps the program with presentations at educator conferences and in
classrooms, storm drain marking activities, and coordination of BINEP activities involving a local 10 member Americorps service
group. She has also produced preliminary curriculum for educating children about migratory birds in BTES. She also acts as the
office artistic consultant and is curtently producing a salt marsh coloting book.

BTNEP representatives participated in a Youth Congress at Camp Ripley, Minnesota to speak to students about efforts to monitor
the Mississippi River at its southern most basin. Their discussions provided insight to students regarding the connection between
water quality monitoring efforts in Minnesota and the effects observed downstream.

Valerie Butler, of Hahnville High School in Matrero, has incorporated water quality testing into her science curriculum through an
ongoing project at the impending sight of the Davis Pond Divetsion. She and her students were recently highlighted on CNN’s
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“Cable in the Classroom™ program for this effort.

BTNEDP staff members have been intensively involved with a nonprofit educational organization called the Jason Foundation for
Education. This foundation conducts an expedition that is followed by million of students and their teachers around the world to
important ecosystems. The focus for 2005 is Louisiana’s Disappearing Wetlands. In addition to the live expedition broadcast over
the internet and satellite feed, curriculum and video development are currently underway.

Ongoing
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Mazsh Maneuvers — Marsh Maneuvers is a week-long, intensive camping experience conducted four times in July by the Louisiana
Cooperative Extension Service, the LSU Sea Grant Program, the LDWEF, and BTNEP. The camp is held at the LDWF’s St. Amant
Matine Lab on Grand Terre Island, whete youth learn about marine ecology, barrier islands, the fisheties industry, and the culture of
coastal Louisiana. The last night of the camp, teens (from four different parishes all over the state) role play local government making
decisions about coastal land management. Top campers have an opportunity to patticipate in an advanced camp at LUMCON’s
Cocodrie facility. These coastal wetlands educational camps.are conducted for about 100 students annually. In addition,
presentations about the Marsh Maneuvers camps were given at the 4-H Club Congress.

Lead Agencies: LA Cooperative Extension Service, LA Sea Grant / Cosz: $8,000 annually (BINEP contribution $4,000)-

2001 Bayou Camps — BTNEP patticipated in a seties of environmental summer camps, aimed towards educating ~500 students (ages
6-14) about the priority problems and environmental issues of the BTES. The camp was discontinued in 2002 because of personnel
changes, and has been replaced with camps at the National Park Service centers.

Lead Agencies: Bayou Camp Foundation, Inc.

BTNEDP has partnered with the Jean Lafitte National Park Cultural Center and Barataria Preserve to produce history and
environmental summer camps at each location. Students learn about the rich cultural history of the area while engaged in hands-on

activities, and conduct surveys and removal of exotic vegetation among other activities.
Cost. §7325.

Development and Maintenance -of the BTINEP Web Site — The BINEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to focus on key
issues now being addressed through the program. The website enables the program to disseminate information in a rapid and visually
appealing maneer, and follows the Program’s overall message strategy in tone, style, and format. Citizens can obtain information on
the goals and progress of CCMP Action Plans, technical publications, educational materials, and projects. Mini web pages are being
developed for specific aspects of the progtam (e.g., Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration, Shellfish Challenge, Elmes’s Island Grass
Roots Campaign), especially in terms of highlighting key partnerships.

Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cosr: $49,025 (Sec. 320).

LUMCON, the Louisiana University Marine Consortium hosts many teacher training workshops as well as hosting school groups who
visit a neatby batrier island, help conduct a trawl sampling and analysis of the catch.

Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Workshops wetre held in 2001-2002, which were BTNEP funded. The purpose is to educate the public
about coastal wetlands issues, show firsthand what is being done to restore wetlands through field trips, and motivate participants to
take action. These wotkshops are now programs of the CRCL.

Participated in the coastal wetlands training and project direction of Americorps on the Bayou volunteers.
Lead Agencies: LSU Ag. Center, LA Sea Grant.
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Coastal Roots: School Seedling Nursery Program for Coastal Restoration — As part of this program to assist BINEP area students in
developing an attitude of stewardship toward natural resources in the area, 17 schools in the Barataria and Terrebonne basins are
actively growing seedlings and conducting plantings for habitat restoration projects. The project provides each school with about
1000 seedlings to petform yearly small-scale restoration projects in the coastal zone. In addition, a planting manual and teacher’s
guide were developed, and several editions of the Coastal Roots Newsletter have been circulated to participating schools and the
general public. Exhibits about this project have been presented at 4 major festivals in the area.

Lead Agencies: LA Sea Grant, LSU Ag. Center.

Students and Teachers as Educational Partners in Science (STEPS) — Project STEPS is an innovative program, started in 2001,
developed by two key educators in partnership with BINEP and LUMCON. Two workshops are being held at LUMCON in spring
and fall, where two students will be paired with each of 12 teachers participating in the workshops. The workshops focus on water
quality and land loss problems.

Cost: $21,000 (Sec. 320).

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve continues to offer intetpretive programs on a variety of natural and cultural history
topics relevant to southeastern Louisiana. From January 2001 to December 31, 2003 approximately 7600 visitors participated in
interpretive programs at the Barataria Preserve and 6500 visitors participated in interpretive programs at the Wetlands Acadian
Cultural Center.

Project WET (Water Education for Teachers) is sponsored by the Office of Soil and Water Conservation, Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry. The focus is on nonpoint source water pollution. Since April 1996, 194 teachers and 41 facilitators from
BTNEP parishes have been trained.

Lead Agencies: LDAF.

Jean Lafitte National Historical Park & Preserve — Barataria Unit has regularly occurring free teacher training workshops.

The South Centtal Planning and Development Commission continued their K-12 and public nonpoint source pollution (NPS)
education project. The objective of this project is to transfer information about utban NPS and hotne sewage systems. The
effectiveness of construction best management practices (BMPs) will be demonstrated through the use of presentations, photographs,
and videos that document successful examples. SCPDC served as an educational resource for elementary, middle and high schools by
making presentations of “Desdemona’s Splash,” (EPA interactive computer game) and the EnviroScape® model (plastic watershed
model). The Education Coordinator conducted 246 classroom presentations to a total of 5,628 students within the region.

Lead Agencies: SCPDC, LDEQ / Cost: $250,000 ($150,000 from LDEQ; $100,000 from SCPDC).

The Central Gulf of Mexico Regional Center for Ocean Science Education Excellence teatns scientists and teachers for one week at
LUMCON and several online sessions to learn about ocean and coastal science as a way of teaching a larger audience about
oceanography. The scientists help the teacher learn science; the teachers help the scientists learn to express themselves better before
public audiences, therefore improving ocean science education. Louisiana patticipants focused heavily on BINEP and estuarine
issues, including land loss and water quality.

L ead Agenciess LUMCON, University of Southern Mississippi / Cosz: ~$148,000 (§147,000 from USM; $1,000 from BTNEP).

Ongoing utilization of WETMAAP (wetland education through maps and aerial photographs www.wettnaap.org) -- The BINEP
funded other agents and agencies to develop a series of materials describing land loss in the Barataria and Terrebonne Basins at
Golden Meadow and Cocodtie (the Cocodtie project was implemented by Fall 2001). LUMCON has fully integrated these materials
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into its Marine Education program. We have developed wall displays for people taking a shott tour, activities for groups that can
devote several hours, and devoted a full room to a WETMAAP exhibit during our Open House in 2003. Training inthe full use of
WETMAAP materials is a key component of our Fall teacher wotkshop. We are updating the program with information on
restoration efforts as new information becomes available from the various agencies involved. This project was initiated in the fall of
2001 and is ongoing,

Cost: $28,500 ($28,000 from BTNEP; $500 from LUMCON for a display at its Open House).

Workshops for Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) Owners and Operators -- The workshops were held in Thibodaux at the regional Dept.

of Health and Hospitals office. Three workshops were held for STP owners and operators. The first STP workshop was for
Lafoutche Parish (5/14/03), the second for Tertebonne Parish (5/21/03) and the third for Assumption and St. James Parishes
(8/27/03). The seties of workshops were for the BTNE region and organized by the Regional Dept. of Health and Hospitals and the
Louisiana Dept. of Environmental Quality. The BTINEP was invited to give presentations for each of the workshops to provide
environmental reasoning and background for well-maintained sewage treatment plants.

Lead Agencies: LDEQ, LDHH, BTNEP.

Bayouside Classroom is a science education and stewardship program achieved via water sampling at LUMCON and in participating
classrooms with access to a nearby waterbody. A website connects the various participants, and makes it possible for teachers who
cannot sample either here or at their school to use data generated in the program. Through a partnership with Terrebonne Parish
Public Schools, nine Terrebonne Parish schools participate in this program. Teachers who have received equipment and training
during training workshops have taken the program to St. Charles, Lafourche and St. Mary Parishes.

Lead Agencies: LIUMCON / Cost: $47,000.

Website and Touch Screen Kiosks at LUMCON — A website is being developed to enhance awareness of non-point soutce pollution
in the coastal zone, especially in the Barataria and Terrebonne Basins. The website uses Thematic Mapper images of the Basins and
Digital Ortho Quarter Quadrangles of subsegments to show users what each area looks like and refets to data used by the LDEQ to
determine whether each subsegment is meeting its designated uses. Supporting information about sources of pollutions, pollutants,
and issues of importance in the coastal zone, including hypoxia and septic treatment will be included. This website will be available via
LUMCON’s website and on touch screen kiosks at LUMCON in Cocodrie and at the Port Fourchon facility. LUMCON is the lead
implementer for this project, costing 67,888 from Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (with LUMCON match). BINEP
also provided Water Quality Coordinator expettise. This project was initiated in the spring of 2001 and is on-going.
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In 1995, the Louisiana Legislature created the Environtmental Education Commission and the Office of Environmental Education

| within the Governor’s office. The gubernatorial-appointed Comumission includes representatives of environmental groups, state

agencies, educational institutions and organizations, and business and industry. The Coordinator of the Office of Education, with
assistance and direction from the Commission, has among her duties, the review of the state’s environmental education grants
program, and the establishment and maintenance of an environmental education clearinghouse and the holding of Baton Rouge Earth
Day annual celebrations.

BTNEP has worked closely with the Jason Foundation for Education in producing a curriculum package, video, and live broadcast
focusing on Louisiana’s Disappearing Wetands. As a result of the cooperation from Louisiana, LA teachers are being offered up to
an 80% discount on the curriculum/expedition package. BTNERP is partnering with LA universities and the Department of
Education to find sources of funding for our teachers to access this program.

Ongoing

Ongoing

49




e

The Louisiana Office of Environmental Education continues the “Louisiana Environmental Educator’s License Plate”. The sale of
this decorative plate, featuring the state bird (the brown pelican), will be used to fund the Office of Environmental Education.
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The BTNEP staff, especially the Education Coordinator, continue to network with key formal and informal education offices. The
program is in close contact with officers and other educators in the Louisiana Environmental Educators Association, the Louisiana
Science Teachers Association, the State Office of Environmental Education, Louisiana Systemic Initiatives Program, the Louisiana
Cooperative Extension Service, the Louisiana Sea Grant Program, Louisiana University Marine Consortium, the Louisiana Resource

Center for Educators, etc. BTNEP distributes information at a variety of educator meetings, including but not limited to those
mentioned above.

All BTINEP education projects and programs are approved, developed, and funded through an action plan team composed of a
network of educators and education specialists.

Ongoing

Ongoing
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IV. Economic Growth

—

Economic Development Action Plans

EG-1

The commercial production of coastal wetland plants is a developing industry in Louisiana. There are five active nurserymen in the
state, three of whom are in the Barataria-Tetrebonne estuary. The NRCS Plant Matetials Program provides assistance to these
nurserymen by providing foundation plant materials, plant production information, and soil and water management, as well as other
technical information exchange.

The CWPPRA “Nutria Harvest and Wetland Demonstration Project” project provided $2 million to develop national and
international markets for nutria meat for human consumption. In addition to market development, funds are being used to provlde

payments to trappers for every nuttia delivered to a licensed processor and payments to processors for every pound of nuttia meat
sold.

The LDWEF has completed several promotional projects, including participation in the largest food show in Asia during this past
Spring. This fall and winter will be the first trtapping season during which payments will be made.

Paddle Bayou Lafourche, a 4-day paddling trip, has become known among participants as a “cultural trip”. Paddlers are treated to a
“backyard view” of the bayou’s culture, and residents take pride in showing off their lifestyles. Evening events highlight cultures such
as the United Houma Nation Native American tribe. The trip is becoming increasingly popular to the point where there are
discussions being held regarding opening a canoe livery on the bayou. In addition, BTNEP is parthering with the three patish toutist
commissions along the bayou to produce a tourism map for Bayou Lafourche.

Ongoing

Ongoing

Complete

Ongoing

EG-2

Bayou Lafourche Community Adventure — The goal of this.project is to utilize cultural heritage as a tool to increase public
understanding of the need to keep BTES free from pollution. To that end, the following projects have been developed: a
photography contest (ongoing), an oral history collection (ongoing), and 3 paddling trips down Bayou Lafourche (November 2001,
2002, and 2003).

Lead Agencies: BINEP / Cost: $30,000 (Sec. 320).

Woodlands Trail and Park in Plaquemines Parish — The Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. (a grassroots, non-profit organization) is
working with local, state, and federal partners to acquite and preserve a property in the English Turn area along the Mississippi River
in Plaquemines Parish, LA. This site then will be added to the Coastal Louisiana Birding Trail and serve as an important ecotourism
destination. BINEP funding is providing the initial seed money needed to develop the trail and educational kiosks.

I ead Agencies: Woodlands Trail and Park, Inc. / Cosz: §30,000 (Sec. 320).

Migratory/Resident Bird Video — a video that addresses Barataria-Terrebonne’s importance to both migratory and resident birds was
developed and mass produced, and is now available to the public. The video is 39 in a series that is designed to inform, entertain, and
encourage people to visit the area.

Lead Agencies: BINEP.

Development and Maintenance of the BTNEP Web Site — The BINEP web site (www.btnep.org) was redesigned to focus on key
issues now being addressed through the progtam. The website enables the program to disseminate information in a rapid and visually
appealing manner, and follows the Program’s overall message strategy in tone, style, and format. Citizens can obtain information on

Ongoing

Ongoing

Complete

Ongoing
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the goals and progress of CCMP Action Plans, technical publications, educational materials, and projects. Mini web pages are being
developed for specific aspects of the program (e.g., Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration, Shellfish Challenge, Elmer’s Island Grass
Roots Campaign), especially in terms of highlighting key pattnerships.

Lead Agencies: BTINEP / Cosr: $49,025 (Sec. 320).

The LA Department of Culture, Recteation, & Tourism initiated the development of the Great Louisiana Coastal Birding Trail.
Numerous sites across south Louisiana were nominated for inclusion. An effort to evaluate all of these sites was made and a list of
appropriate sites was developed. LDCRT will be establishing a web site and brochure documents regarding the trail.

Cosz. $170,000 (BTNEP with no ditect cash contribution).

The Louisiana Nature Conservancy purchased 10 actes of property and leased approximately 6 additional acres on Geand Isle, LA;
this land will serve as a sanctuary for migratory and resident birds. This effort helps to protect these critically imperiled habitats from
destruction and serve as.an ecotourism destination.

Lead Agencies: The LA Nature Consetvancy.

Grand Isle Birding Trail, Jefferson Parish, LA — The Louisiana Nature Consetvancy established the Grand Isle Birding Trad with the
intent that it would be incotporated into the larger Coastal Birding Trail. The trail tied together a number of birding sites on the
island. A map was developed showing these sites. A boardwalk, trail and kiosks were constructed to provide educational information
about migratory and residential birds to the general public.

Lead Agencies. The LA Nature Conservancy / Cosz: $61,000 BTNEP contribution $21,000).

|-According to the EDWF license data; the nutnbet of recreational fishing licenses sold in the BTES parishes to both residents and

nonresidents remains fairly constant at 200,000 over the last decade. In 2001, this represented about 32 percent of the total
recreational fishing licenses sold in Louisiana.
Lead Agencies: LDWEF.

Migratory Bird Day celebrations were held in April of 2001, 2002, and 2003. These events wete designed to promote awareness of
the importance of maritime forests and other bartier island habitats across the Gulf as staging areas for millions of migratory birds.
The event is centered on promotion and education, and it gives the public an opportunity to see the thousands of birds in their
migration.

Lead Agencies. BINEP / Cosr: $10,000 (Sec. 320) for each year’s event.

The Bayou Terrebonne Waterlife Museum continues to operate in the town of Houma. The museum acts as a touristmn anchor as well
as an environmental education tool.

The Capital Resource Conservation and Development Toutism Council seized a unique opportunity to promote tourism and cultural
diversity in Southeast Louisiana. The Council submitted a proposal to the National Register of Historic Places to request them to
include Southeast Louisiana on their recently created travel itineraries. These itineraries will assist in promoting historic preservation
and heritage toutism on a national, state, and local level. The Council’s proposal was accepted and in the near future, travel
information pertaining to significant historical places in the Council area will be accessible via the National Register’s website.

Cypress Swamp Tours, owned and operated by Mr. Bill Quenan, is a nature-based tourism business with a mission to save the
Barataria-Terrebonne estuary. Three boats bring 2500 visitors per week from around the world into Bayou Segnette, in the fishing
village of Marrero. While visitors ate treated to the usual show of alligators, moss-draped trees, and regal wading birds, Cypress

Complete

Ongoing

Complete

"Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Swamp Tour guests ate also given an education on the cutrent state of the estuaty, and the need to save it. Tour operators are trained
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to hit certain points regarding the issues affecting the estuary so that the tour will go beyond the average fare.

Dave Coignet has developed 2 26-acte nature teail and garden at his Bed & Breakfast (Le Jardin Sur Le Bayou) in Bourg. Complete
The annual Louisiana Rural Touristn Development Conference is held in October throughout coastal Louisiana, highlighting nature- Ongoing
based tourism.
Jean Lafitte National Historical Park offers free guided nature activities. Ongoing
The active promotion of the estuary as an attractive area for spotts fishing has had tremendous direct (e.g., boat chatter companies, Ongoing
campgrounds, room rentals, and restaurants) and indirect economic benefits to Barataria-Terrebonne communities.
EG-3 In 2002 LDWE completed the 15 year of the Coastwide Nutria Control Program that consists of an economic incentive payment of Ongoing
$4 per nutria tail delivered by registered participants to collection centers established in coastal Louisiana. A total of 308,160 nuttia
tails, worth $1,232,640, were collected from 342 patticipants. The parishes with the most nutria tails collected were Terrebonne with
92,831 tails, Plaquemines with 63,208 tails, Lafourche with 28,852 tails, St. Mary with 26,004 tails, Jefferson with 20,529 tails, St: John
with 18,450 tails and St. Charles with 11,169 tails. The parishes with the most participants were Terrebonne with 104, Plaquemines
with 69, Lafourche with 48, St. Charles with 24,.St. Mary with 22, Jefferson with 19 and St. John with 11.
Lead Agencies: LDWE.
Technology Transfer Action Plans
EG-4 La Féte d’Ecologie estuary festivals were held in fall of 2001, 2002, and 2003. These festivals ate educational events targeted to the Ongoing
general public, highlighting cultural and efivironimental issues of the Barataria-Tetrebonne. region. The goal of these events is to
demonstrate the values of the estuary, showing citizens why the region is worth protecting and restoring. The festival.also serves as a
venue for all stakeholders and public and private entities to showcase new ideas, concepts, and strategies which could assist in
restoration and preservation efforts within the BTES.
Lead Agencies: BTEF, BINEP / Cost: $40,000 (Sec. 320) for 2003 festival and promotions.
EG-5 In 2002 LDWF completed the 1%t year of .the Coastwide Nutria Control Program that consists of an economic incentive payment of Complete
$4 per nutria tail delivered by registered participants to collection centers established in coastal Louisiana. A total of 308,160 nutria
tails, worth $1,232,640, were collected from 342 participants. The parishes with the most nutria tails collected were Terrebonne with
92,831 tails, Plaquemines with 63,208 tails, Lafourche with 28,852 tails, St. Mary with 26,004 tails, Jefferson with 20,529 tails, St. John
with 18,450 tails and St. Charles with 11,169 tails. The parishes with the most participants were Terrebonne with 104, Plaquemines
with 69, Lafourche with 48, St. Chatles with 24, St. Mary with 22, Jefferson with 19 and St. John with 11.
Lead Agencies: LDWE.
The USDA Plant Materials Center has developed new strains of marsh plants and has made these species generally available to Ongoing
companies. There are numerous ptivate comparies now involved in the restoration of wetlands.
Lead Agencies: USDA Plant Materials Center.
Houma Indian craftsmen Ray Parfait and Marie Dean exhibit Louisiana’s Houma wates at the Smithsonian and trade in France Ongoing
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regulatly.

EG-6

*Brown Marsh Accessions (Bayou Lafourche) -- This project involved replicated field trials testing accession collection of 5. alterniflora
dieback.
Lead Agencier. NRCS, LDNR-CRD / Cost: BINEP support in-kind.

*Brown Marsh Seeding (Lake Felicity site) — This project involved aerial seeding of selected brown marsh sites to develop technique
and seedling survival data.
Lead Agenciess NRCS, LDNR-CRD, LAES / Cost: BINEP support in-kind.

BTNEP, in a partnership with the NRCS Plant Material Center and the LSU Ag Center began an effort to evaluate a number of
woody plant species and their ability to sutvive in the salt marsh/barrier island habitats of coastal Louisiana. The species chosen

reflect those that are important to neotropical migrant songbitds that spend part of their lives in coastal Louisiana.
Lead Agencies: NRCS Plant Material Center / Cost: $170,000 over 4 years.

BTNEDP in a partnership with NRCS Plant Matetials Center and the LSU Ag Center began an effort to evaluate numerous herbaceous
plants and theit survival in the salt marsh environs at Port Fourchon, LA. In addition, this project serves to evaluate new techniques
for planting that could reduce the price associated with vegetating newly restored marsh.

Lead Agencies: BTINEP, NRCS Plant Materials Center, LSU Ag. Center / Cos#: $170,000 over 3 years.

NRCS and Soil and Water Consetvation District Prnvir]e farmers in Lafoutrche and Terrebonne the ?lqnning an'nepring’ and
o

Complete

Complete

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing
t=] t=)

equipment to precision land grade their fields. In Lafourche and Terrebonne there were 1,094.2 acres done in 2001, 1,316.9 acres in
2002, and 1,732.8 acres in 2003. Precision grading improves sutface drainage and controls soil erosion.
Lead Agencies: NRCS, SWCD.

The following plant materials activities are being conducted by the NRCS at Golden Meadow:

e  Selected herbaceous perennials are being evaluated for dune enhancement and stabilization. The following species are
demonstrating potential for use in coastal Louisiana, including bitter panicum (Panicum amarum); seavats (Untola panniculata),
marshhay cotdgrass (Spartina patens); seacoast bluestem (Schizachyrium maratinum).

e  Plant materials in association with sand fencing are proving to significantly impact dune enhancement. The four noted
species perform well in association with sand fences.

o  Plant materials for coastal marsh (salt marsh through fresh marsh species) are being studied. Smooth cordgrass (Spartina
alterniflora) studies have resulted in the release of a commercially available cultivar named “Vermilion.” Current studies consist
of efforts to improve establishment procedures of the most widely used marsh restoration species, smooth cordgrass. This
involves improved nursery practices for commercial production and improved seed viability and production technology.
Other species being studied include: Seashore paspalum (Paspalum vaginatum); Gulf cordgrass (Spartina spartinae); Glant
bulleush (Scinpus californicus); Roseaucane (Phragmites asutralus); Marshhay cordgrass (Spartina patens); Black mangrove (Avicennia
germinans). ‘

e  Studies are being conducted to improve propagation technology for selected marsh species; this includes vegetative and seed
methods. :

The NRCS has assisted landownets and/ or agricultural producers to implement agticultural conservation practices including
conservation cover, crop rotation, green manure crop, residue management, grade stabilization structures, pasture and hayland

Ongoing

Ongoing
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management, pasture and hayland planting, prescribed grazing, streambank and shoreline protection, water control structures, nutrient
management, pest management, tree and shrub establishment, wildlife wetland habitat management, wildlife upland habitat
management, and wetiand development and restoration,

Lead Agencies: NRCS.

BTNEP is coordinating an effort to gather information on the development of an onsite sewage treatment system (marsh up-welling
system) that can be successfully used to treat sewage from camps and individual homes. Partnets include LA Dept. of Health &
Hospitals, LA Dept. of Environmental Quality, Jefferson Parish Environmental Dept., Bayou Segnette Boater’s Association and the
Gulf of Mexico Program. This effort could potentially result in legislative approval of this new technology.

Technological advances in the Louisiana sugarcane industry are helping to improve production practices and maintain a healthy
environment. Approximately half of the acreage is planted to LCP 85-384, a new high-yielding variety, and harvested with the
combine harvest system. Producers can now effectively harvest lodged sugarcane and reduce harvest losses both in the field and on
the highway. Management of the leaf "mulch" is being researched to reduce pesticide usage and soil loss. Additionally, several new
environmentally friendly pesticides are being researched for use within the industry.

The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, LDNR, LDEQ, NRCS, and the
USDA Farm Services Agency, have worked with the Farm Bureau and the American Sugar Cane League to encourage farmer
adoption of BMPs for the reduction of soil exosion and runoff of agricultural chemicals into surface waters.

The commercial production of coastal wetland plants is a developing industry in Louisiana. There are several active nurserymen in the

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

Ongoing

state, three of whom are in the Barataria-Terrebonne estuary. The NRCS Plant Matetials Programprovides-assistance to these ——
nurserymen by providing foundation plant materials, plant production information, and soil and water management, as well as other
technical information exchange.

Cooperative

Incentives Action Plans

EG-7

The Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry, and vatious USDA agencies
have informed farmers of the availability of the Environmental Quality Incentive Program to provide incentive payments or cost
share for implementation of BMPs.

The commetcial production of coastal wetland plants is a developing industry in Louisiana. There are several active nurserymen in the
state, three of whom are in the Barataria-Terrebonne estuary. The NRCS Plant Materials Program provides assistance to these
nurserymen by providing foundation plant materials, plant production information, and soil and water management, as well as other
technical information exchange.

Complete

Ongoing

EG-8

As standard operating procedure the USACE holds pre-application meetings for all wetlands permits. These meetings are designed to
educate the applicant about the permit and the permit procedures.

Ongoing

* indicates project from GPRA tables — see Table 7 and Attachment B for full information on habitat types and area affected.
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By KATINA A. GAUDET
Siaff Writer .

THIBODAUX - Volunteers are
needed to help organize this year's La

| Fete d'Ecologie, a festival that draws

atlenlion to environmental issues
affcecting area wetlands. ’

The Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program is seeking members
for its 2001 steering committee,

for Sept. 29 at Peltier Park. . |,
“We're trying to transform thé festi-
val into one (organized) almost entire-

foundation adminisirator. »
The annual festival, begun in 1998,

efforts and has been organized main-

which will plan the fifth annual festival

ly by volunteers,” said Cullen Curote,

is the centerpiece of the foundation’s

ly by its limiled staff, its administratot

and its secretary, as well as some vol-
unteers willing to lend a hand. ]

“Basically, we've been doing a lot of
it ourselves,” said Curole. “Most festi-
vals in South Louisjana are run with
huge. volunteer bases. We had triple
the volunteers this year, but we need
to transfer some of the responsibili-
ties to volunteers so that the festival
can become more of a financial suc-
cess.”

Proceeds go to the foundation for
administrative and ulility cosls and to
fund ecology-based projects such as
Grand Isle’s Migratory = Bird
Celebration and the Bayou Lafourche
Initiative, an effort fo partfier state
and federal agencies lining the water-
way to preserve the bayou's cultural

Volunteers needed to organize annual festival

and ecological herilage.

Last year's festival allowed the foun-
dation lo put a secrelary on staff.

More, than 70 volunteers helped in
October, up from 20 the previous
year. About 5,000 visitors attended
the festival.

Volunteers are alwavs needed to
work the festival's boolhs and auc-
tion, but other preparations must be
made in advance, such as handling

- promotions and contacting participat-

ing agencies. v
Volunteers could also help in the
Barataria-Terrebonne National

Estuary Program office.
A steering committee meeting will
be held this month for volunteers,

Those interested should contact tle
foundation at 447-8092. ' H

Houma. LA
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| current and future generations of their former relationship to
'] the waterway.

Y

\Bayou Lafourche

Pirogueing Down

In the Spring or Summerof 2001, the Barataria-Terrebonne
Estuary Foundation will sponsor a pirogue trip down Bayou
Lafourche starting at its headwaters of the Mississippi River in
Donaldsonville and ending the Intracoastal in Larose. The
fouhdation seeks-to raise awareness of the historical; cultural,
-economic and environmental significance of the waterway. A
millennium ago, the Mississippi river wound its course to the
Gulf of Mexico through the corridor that is now called Bayou
Lafourche. The delta it created is home to 250,000 individuals
who in many ways still derive their livelthoods. from . the
resources created by the former river course. At the onset of the-
second millennium of the hayou's existence, the foundatlo_n
hopes to create an annual community event that will enlighten

In past years, others have made tb.ts trek, some local and
others from commumties as far away as Canada. The Boulet
family of Larose, La. made the trek in the 1960's. Scouting
troops made the trek as recent as the 1970's. J ust recenﬂy, |
Penoscot Indian from Canada who wished to reimain anony-
mous, made part of the trek as part of a year long canoe trip.
which brought home from the eastern seaboard to the Gulf of
Mexico and will eventually lead him through Mexico and back
to Canada along the Pacific seacoast. He was last seen

The Foundation-is seéking participation from- expenenced )
individuals who would like to make the trek, and assistance
from individuals, organizations and businesses who would like
to sponsor the event. If you are interested, pleas contact the

paddling from the Bayou Lafourche community of Golden ||
1 Meadow,sLa. to-the Gulif at Fourchon..

| Foundation toll free at 1-877-ESTUARY. - . S
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100

mazeo unfed YL




] _..wo_s POINTE nocvmm:—d THE GULF

rcc_czm at life on an island, our unique estuary
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By ROD E. EMMER, Ph.D.
For Tke Courier

Did you realize that the Barataria
Terrebonne Estuary is an island?

That's right. If you lYve anywhere *

from Pointe Coupee to the Gulf of
Mexico, you really live on an island.
‘The Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary,

at 4.2 million acres, is the largest
island in Louisiana, or for that matter,:
in the continental United States. This -
is just one of many characteristic Emp .

makes our estuary unique.

The Barataria-Terrebonne mmEuJ. -

is surrounded by water. The
Mississippi River flows on the north
and east, the Atchafalaya w::: on the

west, and the Gulf of Mexico com--

u_o"mw the triangle to the south. The

rivers and the Gulf restrict our move- -

ment into and out of the nmEm:\ We
must travel across waler to access the

rest of the world. OQur forefathers

relied on boats as the most important
means of transportation. This is why
boats and boat building are an impor-

tant part of south Louisiana heritage.
Large boats and small boats were uti-

lized on our bayous, streams and -
-lakes and until bridges and motor

vehicles were later built boats provid-

ed our only way to enter or qum our

estuary,

Even today all cars, trucks, ccmmw
of trains must enter of leave our estu-
ary by crossing a vnnwm or by taking
a ferry.

Beitig' surrounded by water has .
advantages because these same water .
- bodies offer access to international

trade, The Barataria-Terrebonne estu-
ary is En home of an extensive port

system “built along the Mississippi-

River, the Atchafalaya and the Guif.
Major vonwin_:nm the Port of Baton
Rouge in Port Allen, the Port of South
Louisiana which stretches through St.
James and St. John parishes. The Port
of New Orleans is one of the largest in
the world. It includes facilities on the
West Bank in Jefferson Parish and
Algiers. The southern most port on
the Mississippi River is in

The wmqwﬁmn.m.ﬁ,mq@vo::m _mmgmm%. at 4.2 million
acres, is the largest island in Louisiana, or for

‘that matter, in the continental United States.
‘This is just one of many nﬁmBQm:mno that

makes our estuary unique.

Plaquemine Parish at Venice.
Venice is one of four estuary ports

that serve the petroleum industry on :

the Gulf. .

‘The others include Port Fourchon,
the Port of Houma and the Port of
‘Morgan City. Port Fourchon, Jocated
in Lafourche Parish, is the home of
LOOP, Louisiana's offshore
Superpert. The ‘Port of Houma is in
Terrebonne Parish and the Port of
Morgan City is in St Mary Parish and
is sited.on the Atchafalaya River.

Living on our island we must be
thankful for the lifestyle and opportu-
nities that the Barataria-Terrebonne
Estuary provide. Surrounded by an

. .».v::mmnn.m of water, we often take for

granted the need to preserve and pro-
tect the river and all of our bayous,

_lakes and streams. We rely on water

for fishing, for harvesting oysters and
for recreation. We expect it will.be
available for cleaning and to quench
our thirst. But let us nof forget that
living on an island, we need tb protect

- our water from pollution. Most of the

freshwater that we use comes from
upland streams (the Missi

and streams that are a vital resource
on our island.

QYSTERS

I was born in south Louisiana and
chose to return after the Army and
college out of state. Our south
Louisiana culture imprinted many tra-
ditions onto my annual cycle of
events. None is so strong as the rela-
tion between our oysters.(the best in
the world in my opinion) and the hol-
iday  season.  Thanksgiving,
Christmas, and New Year’s feasts
must always include oyster soup and
oyster- dressing. Starting the meal,
stuffed in the turkey or baked in the
casserole dish, I cannot imagine a
family table without both oyster dish-
es. There are many recipes for oyster
soup. Here is the one I follow.

River, the Atchafalaya and m&d:
Lafourche.) We must all join together
to protect and preserve the precious
waters in the rivers and gulf that sur-
rounds us and in the bayous, lakes

Oyster Soup

1 piot oysters
1 stalk celery, finely chopped

Vs

6 green onions, finely nrovnma

3 tahlespoons yellow onion,
finely chopped’

1/2 half stick of butter

Parsley

2 cups whole milk

Salt and pepper

Saute onions, gréen onions, and ce
ery in butter until tender not brown,
Pour in water that came with the oy:
ters and simmer for 15 minutes. Ad
oysters, parsley, sait and pepper t
taste, and simmer untl oysters ar
plump and edges begin to curl. Ad
scalded milk and stir. Do not boil afte
mitk is added. Serve hot with cract
ers.

The Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program office
can be contacted at 4478092,
(800) 2590869, or P.O. Box
1336, ﬁ:va%ﬁ. LA 70302, or
via e-mail at
sandra_k@deq.state.la. us.
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Dally Comet, Lafourche Parish, La. Tuesday, January 9 2001.

gets $3‘

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer
Three million dollars in federal funding earmarked for
, Loulslana s brown’ marsh phenomenon is ready for the tak-
ing.

The grant money,. whlch -will be allocated to the state
Departiment of Natural Resources through the Natlonal
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, is part of the
Commerce, Justice and State Appropriations Bill.- Gov.
Mike Foster, after declaring four coastal parishes — includ-
ing Lafourche and Terrebonne - in a state of emergency,
sought federdl fundiig to study and help more than
250,000 acres of stréssed saltwater marsh.

“The grant money is now available through NOAA,” said
Tim Osborne of NOAA. “The budget will guide us in terms
of what the grant application will look like.”

Monday, members of the Barataria- -Terrebonne
National Estuary Program’s revived scientifictechnical
committee (STC) met at Nicholls State University to dis-
cuss its subcommittees’ recommendations - for priority
research needs, project possibilities and projected costs to
be included in the $3 million grant application.

The STC last month divided into subcommittees for the
purposes of research and assessment, remediation and
nutria control. Subcommittee members were charged with’
developing prioritized tasks. The subcommittee chalrs ,
reported back Monday.

See MARSH, 7A
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Continued from 1A

Recommendations will be present-
ed to the state Wetlands Conservation
and Restoration Authority.

Research, assessment

The research and assessment sub-
_committee is further divided into
" three ad hoc committees dealing with
status and trends, causes and data
management.

STC members hope to determine
the status of afchted marshland dur-
ing the upcoming. growing Season
and to compare that to data collected
at sites estabhshed last spring when
the dieback- was first observed.
Further -invéstigation into posslble'
causes of the die-back is also a priori-
ty task, the members said.

- Representatives of the state
Department of Wildlife and Flshenes

. _will continue conducting aerial sur-

“veys of the affected marsh, and aerial
- photography, from low and high alt:
tudes, will be taken to enhance
imagery data on designated sites.
That should give researchers a better
idea of the current state of the estuary
system.

““Much of this data has already
been collected,” said Jimmy Johnston
of the National Wetlands Research
Center in Lafayette, “We'll take the
data and update it with other imagery,
looking at whatever re-growth there
is, and, of course, we don’t have any
mformatlon on the last growmg sea-
son.”

. Because the die-back was observed
in August, researchers could gather

no information during the growing
season to - identify " possible causes.:.

They are hoping that as data is col-

lected, and as more is known about”

conditions surrounding the die-back,
they can develop models to forecast
fitture instances of marsh die-back.

Though the Barataria and
Terrebonne basins are particularly
affected, some effort will be made to
document die-back areas in the
Chenier Plain and the area east of the
Mississippi River.

“What this will allow us to do is, as
we did in Barataria-Terrebonne, to
come up with percentages of that area
that are moderately or severely affect-
ed,” said Greg Linscombe of Wildlife
and Fisheries.

P

Recommendations involving die-

back causes include determining the
salinity tolerance of spartina alterni-

* flora, the saltwater marsh grass.’

involved in the die-back, as well as
other marsh species.

“The first task is. to understand,
based on'the existing information that

we have, what might have caused the -

die-back,” said Irv Mendelssohn of
Louisiana State University. “At what
inténsity of (various) stressors would
spartina alterniflora succomb?”
Researchers will ‘conduct experi-
ments to determine salinity tolérance,

investigate the interaction betweéh'.
" the soil systems hydrology - and

marsh grass, ‘as well as take into

account: large-scalé historical influ--

ences such as climactic changes and
freshwater flow.

“Ultxmately, we want to consu’uct‘._
models using hydrology and climactic:
data and marsh soil conditions to-

‘hindcast’ what the causes might have
been and forecast when they mlght
occur again,” said’ Mendelssohn. .
A data management system for the
brown marsh: effort will also be devel-
oped, and a symposium, which will

produce a findl report including the-

sociceconomic and ecological impli-

cations of the die-back, will be held

toward the end of the effort. _
“It’'s very important in the long-

term to explain to people why we all

should be concerned about this,” said
Mark Schexnayder of the I1SU
AgCenter

Remedlatlon

Also-important is to try to remedi-
ate brown marsh areas suffering from
a loss of vegetation, subsidence and
shoreline exposure.

“The loss of foundation of. plant

material is a problem primarily’
because spartina alterniflora propa-

gates primarily through vegetative
means,” said Greg Grandy of the

Department of Natural Rescurces.-
“While it puts out an awful lot of seed, -

it doesn’t regenerate itself through
seedmg as much as through vegeta-
tion.”

Re-growth of the spec1es is not like-’

ly in areas where there is little vege-
tation left, and without vegetation, the
area becomes more susceptible to
erosion. Vegetative planting tech-

niques, such as using fiber mats fer-.

tilized with seed, as well as aerial
seeding, were some projects recom-

mended by ﬂxe remediation subcom- |

mittee. _ .
“For.aerial seeding, you can have a
slurry of seed, fertilizer, muich to

“bring it to the s1te by helicopter,” said

Grandy. _

To protect against further erosion,
shoreline stabilization methods were
also recommended, such as usmg
rocks or building a berm using a

- bucket dredge.

i
i

{
{

“Basically, the costs w1ll be the -

determining factors,” said Grandy.

Nutria Control

acres of marshland that have: been
stripped of vegetation by the species:

“For about. 20 years, nutria- pro-
duced about $1.million annually for

trappers,” said Greg Linscombe, chair
_of the nutria Gontrol subcommittee.

“They actually become a renewable
resouice.’

But in the- 1980s, the market for
nutria pelts begdn to- declirie, as ani-. .

mal rights act1v1sts pushed an anti fur
agenda,
In 1988; the ﬁrst 51gns of nutria

-damage to wetlands were observed,

though Louisiana probably had some
damage back in the 1950s. To date,

approximately 100,000 acres of

marshland have been damaged by

" nutria. : :
To combat such: damage, the 'sub- :
committee recommended, hdving a-
contractor review the available data.
on. nutria and their affects on the wet- -
- lands; and proceed with nutria control
- metheds such as a government trap- !
ping program. The subcommittee :
- also recommended continuing the :
incentive. payment to nutria trappers :
and chemical sterilization of a certain :

percentage of the species.

An information packet aimed at

informing state and federal legislators
of the need for nutria control fundmg
was also recommended.

“The object here is.to get some
money to:really be able to do some-
thing about’ the - problem said
Linscombe.

‘Katina A. Gaudet is a staﬁ writer for
the Daily Comet. She can be reached at
448-7614 or by email  at
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.

~ " About$200,000 of the $3 million
grant is designated for nufria control. '
Though the problem might not be °
one most people are familiar with, itis ;
a visible one, notably in the 100,000 -
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Soil chemistry killed marsh

By The Aisociated Press

BATON ROUGE - Soil chermstry
changes, rather than high- sadlt con-
tent, may have damaged thousands of
acres of salt” marsh along ‘the
Louisiana coast last summer and fall,
researchers said Thursday. .

Earlier studies of the “brown marsh
.phenomenon” focused on whether
the.drought and a lack of fresh water
from rivers and other streams caused
salinity to rise in soils, killing even
salt-tolerant smooth cordgrass, the
predominant saltmarsh vegetation. |

But several studies discussed at the
“Coastal Marsh Dieback” conference
Thursday pointed more to changes in

soil chemistry. The conference con-

“tinued Friday.

Scientists from Louisiana and other
coastal states are meeting to-share
research on what they call the brown
marsh phenomenon.

Surveys conducted in Louisiana
show more than 100,000 acres of salt-

water marsh have been severely

affected, and another 17,000 acres
died, making mud flats more prone to
erosion.

The brown marsh problem is yet
another blow to the coastal wetlands,
which are already eroding at a ratée-of
25 square. miles annually.

This summer’s experience might

be “a harbinger of thmgs to come,”

said Don Boesch, formerly head of .
the Louisiana Universities Marine !

writh

Consartlum and - npow- with H'“‘;
University of Maryland Center for :

Environmental Sciences.

Boesch showed the corference :

attendees two climate-change predic-
tion maps that forecast rain deficits in :
South Louisiana, The models suggest |
the kind of phenomenon seen this i

year might become common, he said. :

Normally, scientists talk about ;

-t

marshes deteriorating from too much
water. But with this droughtinduced :

See MARSH, 7A

Marsh

vive and-thrive.

Continued from 1A

problem, Robert Twilley of the
Umversxty of Louisiana-Lafayette
said, scientists may need to rethink
what they know about how plants sur-

, Len Bahr, Gov. Mike Foster’s top .
assistant for coastal issues, told the

conference that while droaght

appears to be the “smoking gun, we .
don’t have thie autopsy report” that

identifies what really killed the plants,
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The purpose of the National Estuary Program

in previous
columas, [ described
clements  of  the
Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary
Program. For exam-
ple. 1 recenly intro-
duced Kerry St. Pe,
the executive director.
and some of the peo-.
ple working on_your
behalf. Bur you‘may siill be ask-
ing, “What are’ they wrying to
accomplish?” To start, the pro-
gram is not ‘they” but “us”. It all
began in open discussions that
involved over 200 people from all

- walks of life - scientists, landown- -

ers, educatcss, engineers, indusuy
representatives, business owners,

fishers. civic
groups. and more.
Meeting during a
four-year ~ period,
participants reached
agreement on . what
we need to do 1o
build a sustainable
economic, culturat,
and environmenial
. future for the estu-
ary. They wrote a series of goals
and then initiated the harder part,

accomplishing them. Let me take -

this column (o summarize the
goals of the National Estuary
Program. :

National Estuary Program activ-
ities are directed at preserving and
restoring wetands and barrier

islands, thereby supporting diverse
natural biological communilies.
Solutions to eswarine problems
should be compatible with natural
processes and must benefit the
cormununity as a whole while not
placing the full burden of imple-
mentation on any one sector of the
economy. We can do this by creat-
ing clear, fair, practical, and
enforceable regulations, such as
those which help us meet water
quality standards that adequately
protect estuarine resources (fish,

shellfish, recreation) and human
_ health. % : :
The  Baratarfa-Terrebonne

National Estuary -Program assists
in the development and implemen-
tation of a Jong-term comprehen-

. Dissemnination of

sive watershed plam that involves
all levels of governmemt and the
general public. This plancan only
be achieved when we have created
a comprehensive database that the
public can access and understand.
Reliable information allows us to
select indicators of estuarine
health and balanced usage as we

periodically evaluate and adjust

(i basinwide plan.

-# The program is implementing a

comprehensive education and
awareness initiative that enhances

public involvement and maintains®

the cultural heritage of the basin.
information
allows the program to promote
environmentally responsible eco-
nomic activities that sustain estu-

* arine resoQUrCes. ‘Fin:_illy, the

National Estuary Program strives
1o create a national recognition for
the estuary.

Itis important that you, as.some->

one who lives, works, or visits the

basin, become involved. For addi-
tional information about - the
National Estuary Program, contact
either me or the BTNEP office at
1-800-259-06-869.
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Bank president urges decisions on coastline

By MIKE DUNNE
Advocate staff writer

The president of Whitney National Bank said the state needs to create a
commission that has the power to make the hard-nosed decisions needed
to save Louisiana’s disappearing coastline.

Politicians’ lives are "to look at things on a short-term basis," R. King
Milling said Friday.

His comments came during a meeting of scientists and others at the
Radisson Hotel to share research on why thousands of acres of Louisiana
saltmarsh turned brown this year.

The browning of saltmarsh could speed up the rate of wetlands loss in
coastal Louisiana, where 25 square miles of wetlands disappear each
year.

"Only the governor’s office can get the serious attention needed,"
Milling said.

He has advocated increased funding for coastal restoration. The state’s
master plan, "Coast 2050: Toward a Sustainable Coastal Louisiana,"
recommends spending $14 billion over 20 years to combat wetland loss.

"At the end of the day the only way to justify an up-front expenditure of
$15 billion must be compared with the true cost of failing to act,"
Milling said.

To get that much money, the federal government and the nation need to
be told what is at stake, he said.

"The true cost of failing needs to be developed,” he said. Loss of most of
Louisiana’s coastal marshes will almost kill the fishery, which accounts
for 30 percent of nation’s fish production in lower 48 states.

About a third of the nation’s domestic oil production and a large
percentage of natural gas production is in or near Louisiana’s coastline.
Each oil and gas platform and pipeline, designed with the idea of being
protected by marsh, "will have to entirely be rebuilt or replaced,” Milling
said.

As president of a large financial institution, Milling asked the audience
to consider the insurability of property in coastal Louisiana. As the Guif
of Mexico moves closer to communities, loss exposures will increase

Page 1 of 3
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and areas will eventually become uninsurable, he said.

Most coastal communities are protected by levees designed with a buffer
of 40 to 50 miles of marsh, which is now disappearing, Milling said.

"Will we be forced to abandon entire communities?" he said.

Solving the land loss problem "will require Solomon-like decisions to be
made that may be counter to political wisdom."

Milling criticized the state’s inability to predict the damage to oysters
caused by the Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion Structure in
Plaquemines Parish, where a jury recently awarded oystermen damages
that could ultimately exceed $700 million.

"That failure resulted from our lack of resolve to face difficult
decisions," Milling said.

"If we will continue to concentrate on incremental solutions" the
problem will be helped but not solved, he said.

Milling cited Florida’s success in getting Congress to commit $7 billion
to restore the Everglades. The governor of Florida "made the Everglades

— a statewide and, eventually, a nationwide concern” and put together
commissions that came up with workable solutions.

"Somehow we have got to be able to create politically a structure that
will allow us to pay attention" to bigger problems, he said.

Milling was one of three speakers at the conference calling for more
investment in Louisiana’s coastal land loss problem.

Mark Davis, director of the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, said
that if that $14 billion is not spent to restore the coast, a similar amount
may be spent to retreat from the Gulf of Mexico.

"We will spend it on evacuation programs, emergency response” and
other reactions ... It will not be an investment; it is an expenditure,"
Davis said. :

The state needs to make a greater investment, too. While California and
Florida put up 50 cents for every dollar in federal wetlands loss funds,
‘Louisiana puts up only 10 percent to 15 percent.

"T think we ought to put as much on the table as we can... . If Louisiana
is a 10 percent partner, it will be treated like a 10 percent partner," Davis
said.

Steve Mathies of Battelle Memorial Laboratories has headed the federal-
state Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and Restoration Act
program and the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program.
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He said Louisiana has to sell more than loss of fish or ducks.

The state needs to tell the nation about the large percentage of the
nation’s oil and natural gas production that is serviced by Port Fourchon,
which is at the end of a "thin ribbon of road" protected by now-
disappearing marshes, Mathies said.

If a hurricane destroyed that marsh and knocked out several miles of
road for six to eight weeks, "what would happen to gasoline prices?"

When

VY Livia

mus1c

4 k of Louisiana, they think of "Cajun
ajun food, Mardi Gras and orrupt politicians," Mathies said.
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i - The Church Poin

!

Water plant operating

River Valley Services
has been around Church
Point since December
1999. On  Thursday

January 18, 2001 the

construction  company
movéd out of Church
Point. '

The $2.5 million

expansion project to the-

Church  Point Water
System, which will double
the water capacity for the
Town of Church Point, is
now complete,

On Wednesday,
January 17 the final
inspection of the plant
-was done by Electric
Engineers’ and  Civil
‘Engineers through
Morgan Godeau and

Associates.

As of January 18 the
plant is fully automated.

The expansion is being
looked at as an incentive
for further residential and
business growth.

Church Point is the

first community to tap-

into a new state revolving
fund administered by both
DHH (Department of

Health and Hospitals) and

DEQ

Environmental Quality).
‘The fund was estab-

lished as part of the,

amendments to the Safe
Drinking Water Act. The

- purpose of the fund is to
help communities finance-"

water system improve-
ments through low inter-
est loans. '
The interest on the
Church Point water proj-
ect loan is 3.95 percent.
The new system will
increase the daily water

. supply from 500,000 to

1.12 million gallons.

In 1997 plans began
for the new system under
the administration “of
Mayor Harold Beaugh. He
pushed for the water proj-
ect ‘nearly through com-
pletion of financing.
Beauighi retired in 1998
prior to the start of con-
struction.

The plans continued
under the mayorship of
Mayor Roger Boudreaux.

Two additional filters -

and another settling basin

(Department of .

were added to thie plant

Work on the new water

system began  in
December of 1999. -
Mayor ‘Boudreaux

states that there are about

1,800 residential homes
being -
served by the water sys-.

and- businesses .

tem e

“There are still things .

to be done around the
plant such as painting

“and yard work. As soon as

the weather permits the
work will be complete,

The town will be flush-
ing the hiydrants at a later
date also. This will be
done to clean out the
water lines of mineral set-
tlements.

The mayor invites the
public to go by and see the
new system.

Once all is complete
according to  Mayor
Boudreaux, the whole
town can be proud of the
system.

The first addition to the
system will be to supply
water to the Arthur Daigle
Loop off Highway 178.
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JAN 25- n1
'Meetlng set

The Barataria-Terrebonne Natlonal

Estu% m
nieenng at 9:30 a.m. Monday for area”
fishermen and shrimpers to discuss’
‘the state and federal acuon plan on
_hypoxia. - :
~The meetmg will be held at
. Nicholls State- University.- -
- Doug Daigle of the Mlssxssxppx
River Basin Alliance will co-host the  *
event. Daigle will discuss the hypoxic- *
zone.and the Hypoxia‘Action Planas
this important legislation. moves . \
through Congress. RN
“The hypoxic zorie or “dead zone” i§ \
- af ,000-square mile area in the Gulfof }
Mexica that extends from the-mouth
of the Mississippi River westward = . :
-alonig the coast of Louisiana in. the oﬁ— :

shore waters. . -
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Citizens help with monitoring

By Katina A. Gandet
Staff Writer

‘Public participation is an integral

component in conserving natural
resources. ' o

To that end, the
Terrebonne  National
-Program (BTNEP) is holding a free
two-day workshop for communify
members to learn about water quality
in-the estuary through citizen moni-
toring efforts.

“Citizen monitoring is an excellent
way to instill an attitude of steward-

Bafatar_ia—

ship amongst the public,” said Kerry .

St. Pe’/, BTNEP director. “It gets the
public directly involved in obtaining
correct and mearingful information,
and they tlien become very protective
of their environment and hetter

M()mtor‘

Continued from 1A

These help to supplement their

own water quality monitoring pro-
grams and helps stretch limited dol-
lars, said Cuflen Curole, administra-
tor of the Barataria-Terrebonne

Estuary-

understand their own environment.
To get people to that point, though,
we have to-be sure that all proper pro-
cedures and attention to detail are
integrated into the citizen monitoring
program.”

The workshop, sponsored by the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), is being condiicted with the
help of the Center for Marine
Conservation (CMC), a Washmgton

D.C.-based, non-profit orgamzatlon'

dedicated. to protecting marine life.
The CMC has conducted citizen mon-
itoring workshops nationwide.

At the workshop, Thursday and
Friday at Nicholls State University,

several state. and national agencies .-

and non-profit organizations, as well
as university professors, will provide

National Estuary

Most nzen ‘o -]
states now have “paigns. dlt’s those kinds of things we

tOrmg programs.

“In Missouri, there is a very good.
and very active citizen-monitoring
program,” St Pe’ said. “Their, collec-

tion team has gone far. beyond collec- .

tion of water quality data. They've

also taken on a sense of ownership of -

" the area they collect from, orgamzmg .

information on data collecﬁOn,;
metbodology and analysis of data, as=
well as citizen monitoring programs :
in other states.

Other topics include- bacteria,
macroinvertebrates, nutrients and tur-
bidity, dissolved oxygen, pH, total dis-
solved solids and fish and vegetatlon ;
monitoring; :

Participants will go on a field tripto
Bayou Lafourche to. learn and review :
sampling techniques.

Citizen monitoring -has become an
integral part of the effort to assess the .
health of the nation's waters because ;
government agencies have found vol ;
unteer programs can provide high :
quality, reliable data.

See MONITOR, 7A

litker pickups and beautificationr cam

hope would spin off from- gitize on- -
itoring.” The workshop is oper. _ A
one and begins at-8 am. each T~
the Century Room at John L. Guldry »
Stadium on the NSU campus.

For information call 447-0868.
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- Workshops a

step forward

The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program (BTNEP) has a good idea and the folks
in charge are putting it into practice.

Using the principal that we are all responsible
for preserving our natural resources and that we
all benefit from their preservation and restora-
tion, BTNEP is holding a free two-day workshop
for community members to learn about water
quality in the estuary through citizen monitor-
ing.

Kerry St. Pe’, BTNEP’s director, said it best:
“Citizen monitoring is an excellent way to instill
an attitude of stewardship amongst the public. It

- gets the public directly involved in obtaining cor-

rect and meaningful information, and they then
become very protective of their environment and
better understand their own environment.”

The Center for Marine Conservation (CMC), a
Washington, D.C.-based organization, is helping

‘conduct the workshop, which is sponsored by

the federal Environmental Protection Agency

- (EPA).

The CMC has given similar workshops
throughout the United States.

The workshops, which ran Thursday and
today at Nicholls State University, included col-

‘lege professors and state and national agencies

and organizations.
They provided information on collecting and
analyzing clean water data and included helpful

" information about similar programs being con-

ducted in other states.

The basis of the program is that community
volunteers rather than governmentfunded work-
ers collect water samples and forward the
results fo a central data collection agency.

Going about the water monitoring in this way
makes the effort much more reliable and wide-
spread by stretching the finite number of dollars
allocated to the funding and by increasing the
number of collection sites that can be included
in the data.

‘We commend all the agencies-and institutions
taking part in the program and particularly the
volunteers who are learning how to go about
this exciting process. We hope the effort is suc-
cessful.

Editorials represent the opinions of this newspaper
and not of any one individual. As such, editorials
are unsigned. Signed columns represent the indi-
vidual opinion of the columnist and not necessari-
ly of this newspaper.
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should
be good

|

waras

By Katina A. Gaudet

But stewardship also extends beyond the world’s
“We have an obligation to protect the natural resources

Stewardship is an idea dating back to biblical times — a
human resources.

person’s responsibility for sharing his time, talgnts and

possessions for the benefit of mankind.

Stafl Writer

Stewards
" Continued from 1A .
residents, organizers say.

“Creating a sense of stewardship is
not just something that would be nice
to have. It's an absolute necessity,”
said Kerry St. Pe, director of the
Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program. “If Louisiana is
going to restore this system and pre-
serve what we have here, we have to
‘have a commitment from the people.
It's not going to happen if our citizen-
ry -doesn’t have a sense of steward-

. mFmU.:

. Employing religion is ‘one way of
encouraging residents to embrace the
environment. )

“This is an area that is very tied to
its religion,” said Cullen Curole,

d Rob Gorman, head of the

.
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administrator of the Barataria-

- Terrebonné Estuary Foundation. “We -

won't be pregching from the pulpits,
but we will_ be pointing to- our minis-
ters to help reach people that might
not otherwise hear our message.”

At the workshop, speakers with

local, state and’ federal agencies, as
well as elected officials, will speak on
-the area’s problems and what is being
done to address those E\wEmEm“ as
well as solicit audience “responses,
concerns and recommendations,

A major focus will be Bayou
Lafourche’s significance as a drinking
water supply.

“It's really- the only source of drink-
ing water for about.300,000 people in
this area,” said Archje Chaisson,
director of the Bayou Lafourche
Fresh Water District. “If something
were to happen to the bayou, people

ur Lady of the Catholic Social Services
?{tosz?ry Camogc Church Director Rob. Gorman

in Larose on Feb. 20.

The workshop is Drinking Salty Water: A Taste of ‘the_

Future? Moral and Biblical Stewardship.
“When people turned on their taps and tasted salt water,

The catalysts for the workshops are a series of hard-
I think they were shocked, ” said Windell Curole, chalr-
man of the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program’s management conference. “This is the big effect

ships recently hitting Louisiana’s waters, including the

inki i i iate issue, but it’s:

“The salty drinking water is an lmmed_xﬁ : ,
symptomat?:: of a much broader problem;,” said Gorman.
that the whole of our people have felt outside of hurri-

depletion of freshwater aquifers around the state and,
canes. | don’t think they were expecti’ng it”

locally,-saltwater intrusion into Bayou Lafourche.

éosﬁ_umw,onmaw:.:mﬁon &EE:W
water.” . .

The Commission.on Stewardship of
the Environment will make recom-
mendations to  the
Interfaith Conference from the infor- .-
mation collected at the workshops,

“We really do want this to be an .-
interfaith effort with peaple from all -
churchés and the general public,

. even if they don’t have 3 particular -
church they attend,” said Gorman. ' .
“We'd also like to have all churches -
develop a stewardship ethic within .-
their own congregations.”

"The workshop will last from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. at the church.

Kating A. Gaudet is o staff writer for
the Dagly Comet. She can be reached at
448-7614  or by  email . qt !
katina gaudet@dailycomet.com, =

But they did get it.

Louisiana -~

Lasting nearly two weeks, the episode was the most -

severe to date,

/

e\l}.—z

are actually national problems given the state’s preemi:

proving “local” probl
nence in the oil, gas and fisheries industries.

regi i front are hopefii
se on the regional environmental fron [
oy a’s saltwater intrusion and brown marsh pr
1 i to people who
First, they must bring hox:ng-: the message wh
call the area “home” by instilling a sense of stewardship in

lems will bring national attention.

that the are

See STEWARDS, 7A



By MIKE DUNNE
Advocate staff wnler

* THIBODAUX. — About 40 rep-
1esentatlves of groups that operate

eommunity water quality monitoring:

‘programs in coastal areas learned
how to attract volunteér help and

raise maney durmg a two- day wor k—'

shop
Parllupants spent mommgs shar-

mg mformatlon and afteinoons on

7 SATURDAY Baton Houge La., [_l Saturday, January 27, 2001

field trips on and . along Bayou
Lafaurche dealing with the more

_technical aspects of monitoring.

“The program was sponsored by the
U.S. Erivironmental

Don McDowell of the’ Nature

_Conservancy, based in Baton. Rouge,
said he bolstered the volunteer hours

—

Protection
-Agency and thie Center for Marine
. Conservation. It was hosted by tge
_Barataria-Terrebonne

‘ Natignal '
. Estuary Program.

i given to Ihe agency from 500. annual-
-1y to 4,000. . .
“That's. almost  the -equivalent of

two staff.peaple,” McDowell said.

"Hé said the way to get-volunteersis

to build personal. relationéhips with
people, not rely. on. theu' dedlcanon to
his cause.

Martin Ed]csfcn of the Lono'
Foundation, which funds Lhantable"__
‘or -.-educational”
Thlbodaux, talked about ralsmg"_

pro Jects SO

""'*’"f'orksho offers advice on water momtonng

money.:
‘He also raises money for a local

high school, so he has experience as’

both a giver and a getter.

‘Edlesfen sa1d generating money ..
also is.based lai'gely on cr eating rela--

nonthps He said those seekmg

grants sheuld “not come in ‘like a
i 1shermdn with a lot of lures, and put
-them_ on table-and hope one of lhem ‘
. gets a bite. Comé’in with orie thmg
Take your best shot” - .

L
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7/Group seeks to

protect Waterways

LAROSE - A series of workshops
kicks_off Feb. 20 aimed at sparking
grassroots mvolvement to protect
ared waterways.

“Drinking Salty Water: A Taste of
the Fituré? Mdral and_:Biblical °
Stewardship,” is the first in the series; |
spofisored ' by . the Louisiana
Interchulich Gonference, a statewide
organization,of churches.

The works}rop is scheduled for
i 6:30-8:30 ‘p.mAtat Qur Lady of the
. Rosary Cathoh? Chiufeh in Larose.

The catalysts'for the workshops are
a series of hardshlps recently hitting
Louisiana’s waters; ‘including saltwa-
ter intfiidion~infp Bayou Lafourche,
said =Rob. .Gormhan, head. of the
3 Diotese of Hdl;m&’[hlbodauxs-
. i Catholic Social*Services.

w ‘GVHenspeoplEtuthed on-their taps

i and’ tasted salt *Witer; I think they

. 'were shocked, ” said Windell Curole,

i chairman  of the - Barataria-

* UTerféboniie * “*Natiotial * ‘Estuary
_Program S mana ement conference.

Reprgidtifitivbst of local, state and

“federal. agencies, as well as elected

rofficials; will speak on the area’s prob-~

P v}ems "and ‘whdt: is’ Being done to

' addfess them dhd will Solicit audience

camments
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Dead zone |
fight needs
group effort

By HATINA A. GAUDET
NYT Regional Newspapars

THIBODAUX ~ Widespread sup-
port.among commercial fishermen
and farmers is needed to implement a
plan for reducing the Gulf of Mexico’s|
_7,(')0()square-mil¢ dead zone, officialst
said Monday. :
The action plan, developed by repre.-;
sentatives of federal agencies, as well'

as  nine states  bordering the
|- Mississippi River, was unveiled nearly
two. weeks ago by the US..

Enﬁronmenml Protection Agency and|
aims to reduce oxygen depletion in!
the northern Gulf of Mexico by 30 per-|
cent.. ]
_ Each spring and summer, the dead |
Zone ~ an oxygen-depleted area!
unable to sustain aquatic life - devel-|
ops off the coasts of Louisiana and
T‘exas due to pollution, parﬁcul:.\r]y5
nitrogen from farm fertilizers
upstream, making their ‘way to the
Gulf by way of the Mississippi River.
Once into the Gulf, the nutrients feed .
large algae blooms. When the algae |.
d‘ecomposes, it' depletes- oxygen lev- |
els. :
Most of the nitrogen, about 90 per-
‘cent comes from agricultural runoff,
| and 56 percent of that enters the
Mississippi River basin systém above
where the Mississippi meets the Ohio
River, '
Some of the pollution also originates

water.

from sources such as municipal waste-

T Tiave not always felt the same sense of

concern that we have or really been
receptive to hearing that they might
be the cause of the problem,” said
Doug Daigle, hypoxia program direc-
‘tor. for the Mississippi - River Basin
Alliance. The alliance gponsored
“Monday’s meeting with the Barataria-
“Terrebonne  National  Estuary
- Program. “After two years of the task
force process, not everything has been
resolved, but the attitude of warfare
and hostility is gone, and we all agree
that we need to put this plan into

‘| place.”

The plan calls for employing exist-
ing regulations as well as incentive-
based, voluntary actions for reducing
poliution.

“There’s a real cooperation here
within our own local farming commu-
nity,” said Kerry St. Pe’, BTNEP direc-
i tor. “When nitrates run off their fields
into our surface waters, farmers are
losing a valuable commodity, and they
realize this. They're really open to this,
"but we need to make sure they under-
stand we’re. not looking to impose any
(additional) regulations on anyone.” *

The task now is to have the action
plan embraced by commercial fisher-
men, who have their own stakes in the
reduction of the dead zone, This could
be somewhat difficult for several rea-
sons. First, the problem is not yet per-
ceived as an immediate one.

“Every year, we have noticed the
problem getting worse,” said Johnny
Glover, owner of Coco Marina in
Cocodrie and a candidate for state:
Senate. “We can work around the
problem today. If the commercial-or
recreational fisherman is not catching
shrimp in one place, he picks up his.
nets and moves over to find shrimp.

.{ The problem is not so big (that) we

can't live with it,-hut it is getting big-
ger”

The apprehension of commercial
fishermen foward “environmental
groups might also lend itself to an
unwillingness to support the action

“The people in the upstream states :

plan.

»



By Todd Siegrist
Seafl Writer

Political experience and a desire to serve are
two attributes Leslie Robichaux McVeigh says
she would bring to Baton Rouge if elected as the
new state senator from District 20,

“] am ready to step in and do the-job;" the
Raceland native said. “I know the legislative
pracess and e peapie in"Baton Rouge:" )

For the past five years McVeigh has been a
legislative assistarit to her cousin, state Sen.
Mike Robichaux, D-Mathews, whose decision to
resign from his post led to the upcoming special
election.

Robichaux said he plans to support her candi-
dacy.

E{have several friends in the race who are
good candidates, but I think she’d be the best
person for the position,” Robichaux said.

Although the cousins share kin, they do not
share party affiliation. She is 2 Republican and
he a Democrat. That has not posed a problem
for McVeigh. ;

“I've always worked for people who've cov-
ered the political spectrum,” said McVeigh, who
wants to continue some of Robichaux’s work. -

Desire to serve 1s att

Leslle Robichaux
McVeigh

Age: 43

Heme: Raceland

Party: Republican

Occupation: Legistative

Assistant

Public Otfice: None

" some

ribute

“There were several
fishertes bills that Sen.
Robichaux introduced
a few years ago, (and)
I'm hoping to be the
senator that sponsors
those bills’ renewals.”

Although McVeigh

B wants to work on a vari-

ety of issues and prob-

B - lems facing Louisiana,

she said finding, the
money for them is key.

“Of course we need
serious fiscal
reform if we are ever
adequately going to
address teacher pay
and health - care
issues,” McVeigh said.
“We need to make sure

we have a steady revenue stream for coastal

restoration projects.”

Protecting the coastline is one issue McVeigh

See MCVEIGH, Jo—

McVeigh |

Continued from 1A
says she feels strongly about.

“We all know locally what's at
stake,” McVeigh said.

McVeigh spoke on the need for leg-
islators to push forcefully to protect
environmental programs, citing a
recent requirement for state agencies
to slash expenses by 7 percent.

The Louisitana Department of
Environmental Quality originally
wanted to handle the cut by removing
all of its funding to the local Barataria-
Terrebonne National
Program. .

“If it hadn’t been for the legislators

Estuary

making a lot of noise, it would have
happened,” McVeigh said.

The daughter of politically active
parents, McVeigh became involved in
campaigns at an early age.

“We've been working on political
campaigns since [ was a little girl,”
McVeigh said.

Her involvement in political cari-
paigns extended to former U.5. Rep.
Bob Livingston, the husband of her

‘sister, Bonnie.

Although she said she enjoyved
working to get candidates elected,
getting to see them enact the laws
they had promised to fight for led her
to become even more involved in pol-
itics.

McVeigh earned a degree in politi-

cal science from Louisiana State
University: Marriage to a man from
Cedar Rapids took her to lowa, where
she worked for lowa legislators.

First she worked for former U.S..

Rep. Tom Tauke as a finangial coordi-

- nator on his campaign. Then, in 1983,

she became a constituent services
case worker for Sen. Chuck Grassley,
dealing with requests made to the
senator by the state’s residents.

“If they had problems with the IRS,
or if they didn't get their social secu-
rity check, or if they wanted White
House tour tickets or if they just had
concerns about legislation,” she said.

In 1987 she left Grassley’s office to
work on the Iowa campaign of then-
Vice President George Bush’s presi-

Dally Comet, Lafourche Parish, La/Friday, February 2, 2001 ¢

dential run. After his election she
returned to Tauke’s office as a cor
stituent service caseworker unt y
1989. t\"‘
After a year’s stay in Washington, -
D.C., as a regional finance director of
the Republican National Committee,
she returned to Iowa to work in the
state Senate as a legislative assistant.
She returned to Lafourche in 1992
after her divorce and worked for her
father, as an administrative assistant,
then joined Mike Robichaux's staff.
McVeigh, 43, has one son, Patrick, .
16. .
Todd Siegrist is a staff writer fyr the .
Dasly Comet. He can be reached al .
448-7639 or by email at
todd.siegrist@dailycomet.com.
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_Divert a River, Save a Marsh

By Mike Dunne

T qdnla
]_Jd ia

summer,
Kerry St. Pé
flew over the
marshes
~ southwest of
New Orleans.

What he saw
depressed

him.

I\mstcéd of the normal
swirls of green marsh grass amid the light
chocolate warers of coasral Louisiana, there
were big patches of dark brown where the
marsh grass was dying and black patches where
there was only grass stubble.

The colors were a signal thar the marshes of
Barataria and Terrebonne bays are dying of
thirs—more precisely, not enough freshwa-
ter and oo much saltwater. It is the delicate
balance of fresh and salt that makes the estuar-

/" iesso valuable for fisheries.
“I kept thinking, can we really do anything
U _osave this system?” says St. P¢, the director of
the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program. “We humans have rorally abused
this gift that has been given to us by the
crearor and if we don’t correct those things

Frer VO Mllinn 5h']" Asseeiaton
<. 2L00) '

Protecting Louisiana’s coastal
wetlands is a never-ending
battle.

Louisiana’s coastal wetlands are disappearing ar a rate
of 25 square miles per year—a foorball field every 45
minutes. Channels dug by oil and gas companies,
major contributors to southern Louisiana’s economy,
are part of the problem (as shown in the above 1980
photo of the Bayou Barataria Waterway south of New
Orleans). Revegetation (left) helps prevens -further
erosion. The wire screen is an attempt 1o keep nurria

away from the young plants.

Louisiana Dep
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The wetlands provide winter
habitat for half of the Mississippi
Sflyway warerfowl population
and almost a fifth of the entire
U.S. duck and geese population.
At left: Blue and Snow Geese
migrating through Louisiana s
Coastal Marshes. Below:
discharge from a cutterbead
dredge, Wine Island near
Houma Navigation Canal.

1 sUEaIQ) MIN ‘123urBug go sdieny Auny g
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that we did, we are going to lose it forever.”
The federal estuary program was created in
1990 to help restore the bays where seafood
blossoms. The key to this process is to.manage
the Mississippi and Atchafalaya rivers, which
built this fragile landscape. Louisiana’s coastal
wetlands are disappearing at 2 rate of 25
square miles per year—a football field every

nrl thar nm'rp r'npcn t In(‘{ll(‘l’

raaal-digall QoS T ANALCe

the marsh that St. Pé was watching die.

4K 4
4D IRInUIEs. Ar

A big loss

Losing the wetands means much more than

dying marshland. Southeast Louisiana’s wet-

lands are the nursery for a $1 billion fishery.

They protect 155 miles of interior waterways

over which more than 100 million tons of
cargo are shipped-annually. Eighteen percent

of the nation’s domestic oil production comes

from coastal Louisiana, and the marsh helps

protect the petroleum industry’s pipelines and
wells. Take note, too, in this winter of soaring
natural gas prices, that 27 percent of our
natural gas comes from these marshes ¢ :

offshore. N
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What a Marsh Means o You

~~~ Natural systems provide a tremendous variety of goods and

services to humans. But humans also can destroy the systems
uickly and silently. Such is the case of the coastal Louisiana
wetlands, where nearly a century of altering hydrology, discharg-
ing pollutants, and mismanaging landscapes has put a valuable
resource in greart jeopardy.
The private and public activities that have led to the rapidly
disintegrating marshes, estuaries, and barrier islands were all well
intentioned. They were meant to enhance economic well-being

through flood protection and agriculrure, and to create jobsand |

profit investors through the mining of oil and gas reserves.

Litde thought was given to the furure of these ecosystems and
the implications of their loss.

Today, as such ecosystems—including the Florida Everglades—
become ever more endangered, we find increased concern for
their preservation and enhancement.

The mismanagement problems go way back. They stem in
part from the belief of some public agencies thar maintaining the
integrity of the ecosystem is not a high priority. In many cases,
public officials showed little knowledge of the effects of altering
hydrologic and sediment conditions.

An even bigger reason for neglect of the wetlands is the
shortsightedness of private interests, which tend to value the land
for what it produces in the short term—its private value. Yet the
wetlands are most valuable as a public resource.

In today’s dollars, an acre of south Louisiana wetlands is worth
$10,200 1o $19,000 for all the services and goods it provides to

wciety. Thar's far more than the land’s private, real estate value,
which is less than $500 an acre. The toral natural asset loss from
anticipated wetlands degradation over the next 100 years, using
these broader, ecosystem values, ranges from $7 billion o $29.4
billion in 2000 dollars. :

The barrier island system, which stretches some 150 miles
along the south Louisiana coast, offers another example of the

" contrast berween private and public values. The islands protect
coastal communities from storms and normal wave action, which
can disintegrate an already unhealthy wetlands system. Yer sea
level rise and alterarions in hydrology place this system ar severe
risk. :

The public value of the barrier islands, according to my
estimate, is berween $2,940 and $4,100 an acre. As private real
estate these islands have minimal value.

Most studies, including my own, focus on the economic value
of the wetlands and basrier islands, and their bencfits are many,
including recreation, storm protection, wastewater treatment,
and commercial fishing. Yet it is the cultural and social values of
maintaining a unique way of life that are perhaps most signifi-
cant—and most difficult to calculate.

In the end, the conservation of the wetdands and barrier
istands will depend almost solely on public policy, rather than

— private markets. Reversing decades of public mismanagement,

private exploiration, and failure to recognize significant values
«ill be a struggle.
_tephen Farber

Farber reaches environmental economics ar the Graduate School of Inter-
narional and Public Affairs at the Universicy of Pitesburgh.

There’s more: Waterfowl from the middle
of the continent winter in the wetlands or stop
off to feed and rest before migraring farther
south in the fall and on the way back north in
the spring. Most important, perhaps, the
marshes offer hurricane protection for about
wwo million south Louisiana residents. The
storm tide pushed inland by hurricanes falls a
foot for every 2.7 miles of marsh it must cross.
Acrial surveys by state officials concluded in
September that 105,000 acres, or about a third
of all the salt marsh between the Mississippi
and Archafalaya rivers, are dead or dying. An-
other 145,000 acres are severely impaired.

Ifa hurricane had hit last summer, it would
have caused a carastrophic loss of land on top
of the 25 square miles lost in the average year.
And there is still concern that winter storms
or a hurricane next summer could hit before
marsh plants grow back, washing away the

) fragile soil.

What's killing the marsh is a three-year
drought, combined with low flows on the
Mississippi and Atchafalaya rivers. “If you go
back in history, no one has ever seen this,”
says biologist Robert Twilley of the Univer-
sity of Louisiana-Lafayette. Without rain or
freshwater from the rivers, the normally salt-

Brown pelicans
hover abave their
nesting habitat at
Queen Bess Island as
warkers create a rock
retaining dike prior
1o placing dredge
materials. The
island is locared in
the Barataria
estuary.
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-NUMBER OF PROJECTS, BY MAJOR TYPE

Subsidence and sea level rise have accelerated the rate of wetland loss. New levees, canals, and
waterways add to the problem by reducing the flow of freshwarer and allowing salrwater from the
Gulfof Mexico to intrude. Meamubile, at least 80 projects are under way in various categories, as

the pie chart shows.

tolerant grasses cannot handle the increased
salinity levels.

Twilley and others noticed, however, that
one $ection of marshland did not turn brown.
Thar’s the area near Caernarvon, a few miles
downstream from New Orleans’s French Quar-
ter, where a freshwater diversion structure
allows Mississippi River water to flow into the
Breton Sound marsh. River water passed
through the diversion structure for only a few
weeks in early summer, but apparently that

_'was enough to keep the marsh green while

other stretches were brown by August.

The recent marsh die-off on top of the
typical land loss shows the “chronic problem
of lack of nourishment of the marshes by river
water,” says Len Bahr, coastal affairs assistant
to Louisiana Gov. Mike Foster. For that we
can thank the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
which is responsible for the flood control
levees that confine the mighty river as it flows
into the Gulf of Mexico. In the few places

where small diversions of river water occur,

" such as Caernarvon, the injection of freshwa-

ter and nutrients has helped to protect the:

marshes against this stress, Bahr says.
In October, Gov. Foster asked the Corps of
Engineers to manipulate flood control struc-

tures and locks and canalsalong the Mississippi
10 help the marshes, especially in periods of
drought. Col. Thomas Julich, commander of
the corps’s New Orleans District, says he be-
lieves he has the authority to use these struc-
tures for freshwarer diversion withour congres-
sional acrion. Foster, St. P¢, Twilley, and Bahr
all agree that managing the Mississippi River is-
the key to reducing coastal land loss and sus-
taining the region’s rich fish nursery.

Balancing aet

Bur any management plan will Téquiré a deli-
cate balancing act. The trick is to recharge the
marshes while trying not to flood low-lying
communities or hampering the fishing or oys-
ter-growing industries.

Louisianans and others who live along the
Mississippi River have been trying to control it
for nearly a century. The river begins as a clear
streamn a few inches deep flowing our of Lake
Itasca in northern Minnesota, windingup 2,300
miles south in the Gulf of Mexico. In between,
it passes along or through 10 states, draining
over 40 percent of the nation.

For thousands of years, the river has dumped
rich sediment into the Gulf of Mexico be-
tween Vermilion Bay in southwest Louisiana

15

and the Mississippi Sound in Mississippi to
the east. In some parts of south Louisiana,
60,000 feet of sediment sit on the bedroc

As the mud compacts, the delta land sinks>—
the rate of four to 4.3 feet a century, accord-
ing to Shea Penland of the Coastal Research
Laboratory at the University of New Or-
leans.

Meanwhile, sea level is rising some 4.6
inches per century, washing away more land.
The gloomiest global warming forecasters warn
that this figure could double in 50 years. As
land sinks and water level goes up, says Don
Cahoon, a researcher for the National Wet-
lands Research Center, the marshes effec-
tively drown, and the plants die.

Unintended consequences

It's up to the Army Corps of Engineers to
keep the Mississippi-and its tributaries inside
their flood control levees and to keep the
region’s waterways open and the economy
flowing. It has done this in part through a
system of navigation channels and levees.

" But the corps’s solutions turned out to be
part of the problem. Its arificial warerways
allow saltwater to infiltrare, killing the marsh
vcgct:ition The levees that ended the anr
flooding also block freshwarer and silt fm,/
nourishing the plants.

The oil companies also have hurt the coastal
wetlands with the 17,000 miles of canals they
have carved out to sink wells. “Spoil banks™—
ridges of muck and mud—are built up when
channels are dug, disrupting the narural flow
of freshwater through the marsh.

Proper water flow is needed to provide
nourishment to the plants thar make up most
of the marsh and to flush out the harmful
sulfides that build up in plant roots, says Paul
Kemp, a researcher at Louisiana Srate
University's Center for Coastal, Energy; and
Environmental Resources in Baton Rouge.

- Kemp’s-laboratory-is-the-marshlands-near — -

the Caernarvon diversion, about 14 milessouth-
east of downtown New Orleans. He makes his
point by plunging a probe into the muddy
earth. The semicircular soil core that comes
up—with layers of black and brown soil sur-
rounding a slug of gray clay—tells the story of
successive years of growth and death of plant
life with occasional injections of sediment.

Kemp explains that the clay was depor”
when the Mississippi River levee was
mited in the 1927 flood o relieve pressure.
New Orleans’s levees. Occasional floods are
important, he says, to maintain the land-
building process that came abourt through a
succession of shifting deltas.
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Az Cacrnarvon, a few
miles downstream from
the French Quarter, 2
freshwater diversion
structure allows
Mississippi River water to
flow into the Breton
Sound marsh. The
diversion structure, which
was compleved in 1991, is
capable of discharging up
10 8,000 cubic feet per
second of freshwater,
sediment, and nutrients
into the estuary. So far,
say observers, it seems to be
working, and more
diversions are planned.
Some owners of shrimp
boats lke the one opposite
worry, however, that
more diversions could
burt their business. More
than 50,000 Louisianans
work in wetland-
dependent fisheries.

Reconnecting

The top priority in rebuilding the wetlands is
to reconnect the river system to the marshes,.
says David Frugé of the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service. He represents his agency on the
federal-state Coastal Wetland Planning, Pro-
tection and Restoration Task Force, which
oversees the expenditure of abour $40 mil-
lion a year to combat land loss in Louisiana.
“We are going to have to do a better job of
managing the flow of the river system,” Frugé
says,

All these researchers agree that diversions
like the one at Caernarvon must balance their
land-building benefits with the potential harm
to resources such as shrimp and oysters. While
they acknowledge thar the threat of a major
flood every five to 10 years is real, they believe
that flood control and land building can be
combined. The short-term loser, say Kemp
and others, would be the region’s fishery, but
che losses would be counteracted in the long
term by a more productive and sustainable
marsh system.

Talk like that concerns Kevin Campo, one
of more than 9,000 Louisiana shrimpers working

the coastal marsh. Campo works the water-

diversion structure’s high flows were “like
fushing a toilet,” he says, and shrimp and
other seafood virrually disappeared.

Ifall the planned diversions near the mouth
of the Mississippi River become reality, 100,000
cubic feet of water would flow into the marshes
each second, killing the seafood business, claims
Campo. “I'd like to see the coast saved, but [
think we could save it in a better way than
destroying my livelihood,” he says.

In 1999, Campo joined other fishermen to
help state officials create a management plan
that avoids high flows during key seafood
harvest times. Early last June, for example, the
flow was limited to 1,000 cubic feet per sec-
ond—an eighth of the maximum diversion.
“We asked for a voice in it, and they gaveit to
us,” Campo says. .

Today, thanks to the influx of freshwater,
the marsh in the basin below the diversion
structure is flourishing, says Donald Ansardi,
land manager for the Delacroix Corporation,
the largest landawner in the Caernarvon vicin-
ity. “I've seen it as a young boy, and when the
salewarer came in and starred killing it, and
now [ am seeing it good again,” Ansardi says as
his airboar skims over the low marsh, sending

Two views

In fact, vegetation is increasing in the areas
that benefit from Caernarvon’s diversion. State
monitoring has documented that 400 acres of
what was once open water are now mud and
marsh. Harvests of such wetland bounty as
alligator eggs, waterfowl, and freshwater fish
are up, Ansardi says.

But whar's good for Ansardi may not be
good for oysterman Kenny Fox of Plaquemines
Parish, who leases water botroms from the
state for his crop. Fox has spenr 40 years
building oyster reefs that might now get too
much freshwater. “As a landowner, diversion
is the greatest thing,” he says. “As an oyster
leaseholder, it’s a nightmare.” The shellfish he
cultivates under water live in that zone where
freshwater and salcwarer mix. Opysters can't
swim off when a diversion pushes the saltwa-
ter back, killing some beds or cutting their
production.

Fox predicts that about 10,000 acres of
oyster leases ultimarely will be wiped out by
proposed diversions because of too much fresh-
water and silt. The Caernarvon diversion “has
changed the whole ecosystem,” he says.

In mid-December, five oyster growers who



ageawards in excess of $21,000 an acre from the
state. The growers had daimed that Caernarvon’s
operation damaged their leases. If the awards are
extended to all other oyster lease holders in the
class action suir, the state could be liable for
more than $700 million in damages. The state is
appealing the jury verdict.

Floods again?

In 1927, a great flood forced more than a
million people from Illinois and Missouri
down to the Gulf of Mexico out of their
homes. That disaster prompted the building
of the Mississippi River’s levee system.

IV’s the prospect of more water in the marsh
that worries people in flood-prone areas like
the fishing village of Jean Lafitte, which sits
atop a nartural levee created by one of the
Mississippi’s old tributaries. The village, part
of Jefferson Parish in suburban New Orleans,
lies berween the fast-disappearing marshes to
the east and the sluggish Bayou Barararia to
the west.

The best hope for rebuilding the marshes
to protect Jean Lafirte is a river diversion,
says Oneil Marlborough, an engineering con-

and thar makes Jean Lafitte Mayor Timothy
Kerner nervous. He wants the levees to come
first. Restoring the marsh is a greér idea, he
says, “but not at the cost of more tidal flood-
ing.”

No one should have to make such a choice,
says Col. Julich, the Army Corps of Engineers
commander. Diversions and flood control
could be managed together; he says. The corps
is now completing a second freshwater diver-
sion structure on the west bank of the Missis-
sippi River ar Davis Pond in St. Charles Par-
ish, upriver from New Orleans. The $104
million project, which is expected to be fin-
ished next June, will divert up to 10,500 cubic
feet of freshwater per second into the upper
Barataria Basin. By comparison, the average
flow of Niagara Falls is about 6,000 cubic feet
per second.

Is it realistic to expect more of the same?
According to Julich, the corps could use
navigational locks and channels to send more
freshwater through the levees and roward
the marshes. The corps also has the au-
thority to funnel more water down the

Atchafalaya River at the Old River Conrrol
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was the corps’s way of being certain that
the Mississippi would not use the Atchafalaya
as 4 shortcut to the Gulf of Mexico and
turn New Orleans and Baton Rouge into
backwater cities.

University of Louisiana-Lafayette biologist
Robert Twilley, notes that Congress recently
approved $7 billion to restore the Florida
Everglades. Four or five more Davis Pond-
type projects would add up to about $500
million—or abour a year’s vaiue of the shrimp
industry, which could disappear if Louisiana’s
coastal wetlands are lost. That, says Twilley,
would be a bargain—a wise investment in the
fucure.

Mike Dunne is the environmental reporter for the
Barton Rouge Advocate.

On the web. Coastal Research Laboratoty-
at the University of New Orleans:

www.coastal.uno.edu National Wertlands

- Research Center: www.nwrc.usgs.gov Cen--

ter for Coastal, Energy, and Environmental
Resources at Louisiana State University:
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Dieback pane:. meets

By Katma A. Gaudet
Staﬂ' Writer

The committee charged with pre-

scnbmg research and remediation
tasks for Louisiana’s marsh dieback
_finalized plans in-the hopes of solicit-
ing contractors for-work.

‘The Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program reconvened:its sci-
eritific-technical “advisory- committee
last ‘December after the state called
.upon the program to coordinate its
response’ effort: to the more than
°260,000 acres of saltwater marsh at
nsk in the estuary system.

About 20,000 acres are now. vmd of

vegetation because of the death of

-Saltwater marsh grass..

“Though no conclusive: cause has
been determined, scientists believe
/the lack of fresh water from a severe

- zdrought might have played a part in -

creating certdin - stressors: that have
:caused the death of the marsh grass

. Wednesday, comrmttee meribers
" finalized plans. for requests: for pro-

posals for four subcommxttees deahng5
with: identifying poteritial causes of.

dieback; status of affected marsh and
any observable trends in the ‘marsh;

.management of data collected; and

confrol - of nutria contributing to
marsh deterioration. R

Remediation prOJects in affected . .
marsh are in the works, but it is not -

known to what extent it is possible. -

. -For these tasks, Congress has allo-

“cated 83 million - to-the National
Oceanic and’ 'Atmospheric
Administration to be:given to the state

Department: of Natural Resources

- after a formal grant appllcatlon iscom-
pleted. Prospectxve contractors will be- .
" required to stibmit a formal propesal,

which will be rev1ewed by comrmttee iy

members:
Selection meetmgs w:ll be held for

causes, .status and trends, and data,

management and for ‘nutria: control

The committee hopé to be in a posi-
tion to receive propo_sals in Apnl

/
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FROM POINTE COUPEE TO THE GULF

-

Treasures can be found i m Baratarla Estuary’s museums

By ROD E. EMMER, Ph.D.
Terrebonne Estuary Foundati

On one of my regular trips through
our estuary, ] made note of the many
museums we are fortunate to have
“from Pointe Coupee to the Gull"
These collections display informative
and interesting exhibits of our culture,
a culture that is changing rapidly.
Unfortunately, we are becoming more
and more like the rest of America. We
need to do everything we can to save
our heritage. )

The musems include buiidings and

" items from plantations, life in a small

town, or collections focused on one
segment of the population such as fish-
ermen, firemen or an ethnic group. Let
me introduce four of these to show the
range of museumns you may want to
take a weekend drive, a class or group
to visit. What follows is no way inclu-
sive. Refer to the books at the end of
this column for a more extensive list.
In the northern part of our estuary is
the Pointe Cdupee Museum and
Tourist Center (8348 False River
Road, 225-638-7788) overiooking False
River south of New Roads on La. 1.
The unique structure marries a 1790

tworoom French-log cabin with a
circa 1840 bousillage addition. The 3
1/2 x 10Hnch cypress logs are stacked
and dovetailed at the cormers. A cen-
tral chimney serves the fireplaces in
each room, The cal;m served as a
house, jail and hospital on Parlange
Plantation before it was moved to its
present site and use. Furnishings such
as the trundle bed, armoire, loom,
corn-shuck broom and wall colors rep-
resent the cabin’s appearance in the
1840s.

Further south is the West Baton
Rouge Museum (845 N. Jefferson
Ave., Port’ Allen, 225336-2422).
Exhibits focus on sugar production in
a rural parish along the Mississippi
River. In addition to the anticipated
tools used in a sugarcane operation,
the kids (old and young) will enjoy a
22-foot working model of a sugar mill.
Next to the museum are the Allendale
Cabin (circa 1850)-and. the- Alliet
House (circa 1830). The former is a
slave cabin from the Allendale
Plantation. The Alfiet Hous& is a
French-Creole dwelling typical of plan-
tations along the Mississippi Kiver.
Check with the museum for dates of
demonstrations of sugar grinding,

Volunteers are always néeded to help during spe-
cial events or on a regular basis.

boiling, music and crafts. -

In Thibodaux is the -Wetlands
Acadian Cultural Center (314 St Mary
St., 504-4481375), a branch of the Jean
Lafitte National Hislorical Park and
Preserve. Located just “up the bayou”
from the downtown business district
in the Percy-Lobdell warehouse, the
museum is devoted to the Acadians
who settled in the coastal wetlands of
southeast Louisiana.

Exhibits include the tools for fishing
and trapping, Acadian history, lan-
guage, foods, music and religion when
communities were only accessible by
boat and French was the daily lan-
guage: Check with the center for a
schedule of plays and local musicians
in the theater. At the same time, ask
for the dates of special presentations.

The small gift area offers a
respectable selection of books, videos,
CDsand tapes about the region and its
people.

Finally, I want to reference a more

recent, but growing museum farthest
south. 1 had the pleasure of meeting
the organizers on a recent trip to
Lockport as part of a planning team.
The Lafourche Heritage and Folklife
Museum is on the comer of Lafourche
and Main Streets in the old Merchants
and Planters Bank building. Glen
Pitre, a nationally acknowledged film-
maker and author, desigmed the
exhibits on the culture of the area. A
miniature Cajun cabin, murals and
daily items are part of the exhibits.
Call ahead (504-532-3140) as the muse-
urm is open by appointment.

] encourage all to visit and support
these community musetms.

Volunteers are always needed to
help during special events or on a reg-
ular basis. Donate or place on loan
family items and give oral histories of
what life was like or what your grand-
parents described. 1t is only by all of us
working together that we can preserve
our culture.

This cerlainly does not include all
our estuary has to offer. For additional
information, I suggest “Baldwin's
Guide o Museums of Louisiana™ and
“A Directory of Louisiana Museums
and Historic Sites.

LISTENING TO OUR ELDERS

I can remember when the radio was
the high-tech entertainment in my
home. The previous generation, my
parents, aunts, uncles and grandpar-
ents, gathered around the upwright
piang for a sing-along because they
grew-up before radios.

I've met people only recently

" deceased who could recall secing the

first airplanes flying across south
Louisiana, When 1 talk to-friends’ chil-
dren, they don't realize the world
existed before computers and the
internet. Qur estuary is changing
rapidly.

A large part of saving our culture
“from Pointe Coupee to the Gulf”
depends on us listeriing to our elders.

- Most of what they observed and how

they lived has never been reported. A

number of schools and organizations
enlist the younger generation to con-
duct interviews wilh their relatives.
History projects ask students to tape
record or video conversations
between the students and great-grand-
parenis or grandparents. These Lapes
are saved and compiled into books
about a particular commugity. In fact,
the National Estuary Program is doing
this now.

If you are not already involved in
one of these projects, 1 encourage you
tobecome active. Visil with your great-
grandparents and other relatives and
find out what life was like in for them.

Record whiat they say and give a
copy lo the Jocal organization collect-
ing these oral histories,

The Baratarig-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program office
can_be contacted at 447-8092,
(800) 259-0869, or P.O. Box
1336, Thibodawx, LA 70302, or
via e-mail at
sandra_k@deq.state.la. us.
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" "McVeigh says she'll
focus on funding

o This is the last in a series.

By TODD SIEGRIST
Staff Writer

Political experience and a desire to
serve are two attributes Leslie
Robichaix McVeigh says she would
bring to.Baton Rouge if elected-as the
new state senator from District 20.

“}-am. ready to step in and dp the

_job.” the Raceland native said. “1
know the legislative process and the
people in Baton -
Rouge.” See sample

For the past five ballot,
years McVeigh has Page 11A
been a legislative
assistant ~ to  her

Y. o
causin,state Sen. Mike Robichaux, D-

Mathews, whose decision to resign
from his post led to the upcoming
specialelection.

Robithaux said he plans to support
‘her candidacy.

“I have several friends in the race

who are good candidates, but I think
she'd be the best person for the posi-
tion," Robichaux said.

Although the cousins share kin,
they do nol share party affiliation. She
is a Republican and he a Democrat.
That has not posed a problem for
McVeigh. :

“I've always werked for people
who've vovered the political spec-
trum,” said McVeigh, who wants to
continue some of Robichaux’s work.
“There were scveral fisheries bills
that Sen. Robichaux introduced a‘few

-years ago, (and) 1'm hoping to be"_the '
senator that sponsors those bills’

renewals.” :

Although McVeigh wants to work
on a variely of issues and problems
facing Louisiana, she said finding the
money for them is key.

*Of course we need some serious
fiscal reform if we are ever‘adequate-
ly going t¢ address teacher pay and
healtl care issues,” McVeigh said.

MCVEIGH, contimiee on 54
Yoo
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MCVE"GH Continued f_rom_ 1A

“We need to make sure we have a
sleady rcvenue strecam for coastal
restoration projects.”

Protecting the coastline is one issue
about which McVeigh says she fecls
strongly. -’

“We all know locally what's at stake,”
McVeigh said.

McVeigh spoke on the need for legis-
lators to push forcefully to protect envi-
ronmental programs, citing a recent
requirement for state agencies to slash
expenses by.7 percent.

The Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality originally want-
ed to handle the cut by removing all of
its funding to the local Barataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary Program.

“If it hadn't been for the legislators
making alot of noise, it would have hap-
pened,” McVeigh said.

The daughter of politically active par-
ents, McVeigh became’involved in cam-
paigns dt an early age,

“We've been working on political

campaigns since | was a little girl,”
McVeigh said. .
Her involvement in political cam-

paigns extended to former US. Rep.
Bob Livingston, the husband of her sis-

ter, Bonnic. .
Although she said she enjoyed work-

ing to get candidales clected, gelting.to

see them enact the laws they . had

promised to fight for led her ta become -

even more involved in politics.

© McVeigh camed a degree in political
science  from  Louisiana  State
University. Marriage {0 a man from
Cedar Rapids took her to lowa, where
she worked for lowa legislators.

First she worked for former U.S. Rep.
Tom Tauke as a financial coordinalor
on his campaign. Then,.in 1983, she
became a constituent scrvices case
worker for Sen. Chuck Grassley, deal-
ing with requests made to the senator
by the state’s residents.

“If they had problems with the IRS, or
if they didn’ get their Social Security

cheek, or if they wanted White He
tour fickets or if they just had conc
about legislation,” she said.

In 1987 she left Grassley's offic
work on the lowa campaign of then-
President George Bush's preside
run. After his election she returne
Tauke's office as a conslituent se;
caseworker until 1989.

After a year's stay in Washiny
D.C., as a regional bnance direct
the Republican National Commi
she returned o lowa o work in
state Senale as a legislative assistar

She returned 1o Lalurche in
after her divorce and worked for
father as an administrative assis

_then joined Robichaux’s staff.

McVeigh, 43, has one*son, Pal
16. ’

Todd Siegrist is a staff writer for t.
Daily Comet. He can be reached ¢
4487639 or by e-mail at
lodd.siegrist@dailycomel.com.



Keeping
water
drinkable
difficult

By Katina A. Gaudet

KralT Writer - )
The qualitv of life is dependent upon a few things. onc ot
which is an area’s drinking water supply.

\\’nlmut a viable source, life is made more difficult, as

South and Central Lafourche residents learned late ]axt
vear when-saltwater intrusion into Bayou Lafourche made
their water undrinkable.

While saltwater hutrusion has played its part in creating
alarm for many residents, so, too, has the misconceplion of
water quality in the Mississippi River, the source of water
in Bayou Lafourche, officials say.

“Mississippi River water is ol necessarily as bad a
source! as everyone thinks it is;” said Dirk Barrios. gener-
al manager of the Lafourche Parish Water District No, 1.
“The Mlssxssnppl River has gotten a bad rap vver the years.
but itsiwater has a lot of sediment in it whigh is a desired
commadity in water because it's easier and safer to purify.”

Studies conducted by state and federal agenties have
shown that, since the passage of the federal Water
Pollution Control Act of 1972, or the Clean Water Act, pal-
lution in the Mississippi River has decreased significantly.

In a 1991-1994 state -Department of Envirommenial
Quality study, tissue from fish in the Mississippi River was
analyzed for more than 100 toxic chemicals, ew were
detected, and of those were. concentrations were helow
standards (or edible fish.

“DEQ found that when a priority pollutant is detccted,
it's usirally associated with a spill on the Mississippi River.”
said Kerry St. Pe’, director of the Barataria-Terrchonne
National Estuary Program. ’

Tragce metal concentrations, including mercury. found in
the stsnssxppx River are below U.S. Environmental

Agency guidelines.

See WATER. 5A .
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Fecal Lu]xfnrm counts have
dropped from the 1970s to the 1990s.
primarily due to upgrades in sewage
treatment facilities, septic systems
and waste management Systems
along the river.

Atrazine, a pesticide used hy corn
producers, and nutrient over-enrich-
l‘ﬂ(‘nl. are cause fOr some concert.

"Despite this, the cleaning-up of the
river results in fewer difficulties in
treating waler for comsumption, a3
does other factors.

The less organic marter and the
more sediment in water, the fewer the
chemicals needed to- treat it, and
adding chemicals during treatment
creates health risks. such as the pro-
duction of carcinogens.

“Swamp waler is high in the level of
organic ‘compounds, and when you
add chlorine to that during treatment,
you form trihalomethanes (THMs),
which are carcinogens,” said Barrios.

This, water plant officials say, is the
primary reason for their preference
for Mississippi River water over
swamp water from sources such as
Lake Verret in Assumption Parish
and Bayou Black in Terrebonne
Parish.

“Much of what we receive in Lake
Verret comes from spme of the
largest  contiguous, * remaining
swamps in Louisiana,” said St. Pe'.
“lLake Verret receives as-a result a lot
of swamp drainage and a.lot of agri-
cultural drainage.” o

While many streams draining into
the lake border sugarcane ficlds, the
lake also receives drainage from inad-

’ ‘equately treated sewerage systems

from conumunities within its drainage
basin.

For these reasons, the levels of
organic matter in Lake Verret are so
high- that in 1973, the US.
Environmental Protection Agency
designated the lake as one of the
most nutrient.over-enriched lakes in
the United States.

Thaugh some would have Lake
Verret as a drinking water source.
water district officials prefer not.

Relying on Mississippi River water
in Bayou Lafourche for about 66 per-
cent of its fresliwater needs. the
Terrebonne Parish  Consolidated
Waterworks No. 1 is familiar with
treating Swamp water and the
expense hat comes with it.

“We've gotten our experience by
using our secondary source of water
at Bayou Black,” said Stephen
Hornsby, general manager of
Terrebonne Parish Consolidated
Waterworks. When salt water
intrudes into the Gulf Intracoastal

Waterway, its primary source, the dis-,.

trict must rely on swamp water from
Bayou Black. "It does present some
difficuities in treatment, and we cer-
tainly would not use it if we had the
choice, but we have to make do with
what we have.”

And since the digging of the
Houma Navigation Canal, which has
introduced salt water into ils supply
more frequently, the district has had
to do just that. \

Between July 1999 and June 2000,
the district used Bayou Black water
for 131 days due to high salinity.

Ultincreases the chemicals we have
to use (o treat the water and also
increases the cost,” said Hornsby.

Untike Terchonne Parish
Consolidated  Waterworks, the

1
Lafovirehe-Farish Water District is ¢
equipped to treat such water. Neith
is Valentine Paper, which dra
about 2 million gallons of fresh wat
a day from Bayou Lafourche.
“One of the concerns that | have
addition to saltwater infrusion, whi

-some continue to press as an issue.

. putting a stream of black wa
from - Lake Verret "into Bay
Lafourche,” said Tom Bingha
Valentine Paper general nanager. "
addition to taste and stain, there:
substantial health risk to even sui
this water on a part-time basis.”

For the paper mill, the color sta
like a long-lasting episodle of saltwa
intrusion, would spell the end of bu
ness, said Bingham.

It would put color in the water tl
we could not take out, not at a c
that we cannot afford,” Bingham sa
“To try to remove the stajn from t
water would be‘so prohibitive in c
that we would have to shut c
doors.”

- While problems have arisen fr
using Mississippi Water, officials s
those problems are restricted mos
to saltwater intrusion into the sour
a prablem in itself that needs addre
ing.

“The main thrust of. the matter
that we're using Mississtppi Ria
water right now, and we're*able
meet and exceed all the standards
up by the EPA and the Safe Drinki
Water Act,” said Barrios. “As st
dards are lowered, we have to m
them, and increased levels of orga
matter in water make it harder
inaintain those levels.”

Katina A, Gaudet is a staff writer
the Daily Comel. She can be reachec
448-7614 or by  e-mail
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.

Daily Comet, Lafourche Parish, La.Monday, February 19, 2001.
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Spectators
called to

take action

By Katina A, Gaudet
Staff Writer

LAROSE -~ Great literature
abounds with descriptions of the rela:
ponship between man and nature: But

i

no work of literature articulates that :
relatlonshlp better than the best- sell-

ing book of al] time.

“God:made the waters, and he saw :

that it was good,” reads the book of

Genesis, the beginning of man’s

account of his relationship Wlth God .

and nature,

But lately because of saltwater :

intrusjon, the water- in South

Louisiana has not-been all good, and

that could: spell the end for many
coastal communities.

About 200. people gathered at Our
Lady ofthe Rosary Catholi¢ Church in

Larose were asked Tues'day to step |
out of the role of “spectator” and |

become part of the solutlon to that !

problem.
The _ Louisiana.

Iriterfaith !

Conference, representing 14 different ;
€hristian ' denominations throughout !
the state, conducted one of a series of ¢

' workshops Tuesday to make

- Louisiana residerits more aware ofthe

dangers now threatening the waters.

Throu'ghout the state, water quality .

and quantity issués have begun affect: :
ing residents’ daily lives, from below
ground freshwater aquifers drying up -

in the northérn part of the state to
saltwater intrusion contammatmg the
drinking. water supply in-the south.

Once thought of as an . unlimited :
natural resource, fresh water is |

" becoming a valuable commodity.

- “Statistics show that per capita con-
sumption of water in- the United States: -

was -almost 400. gallons per day .in

1900,” said:Rex Caffey, an- economist -

and fisheries specialist: at the LSU

AgCenter: “That’s now 1,600 gallons’

per day, a four fold increase in one’

.hundred years.”
Water consumption peaked in

1980; but has since dwindled back

down, due to one reason: scarcity.
“Water has been treated as a public

good, not an economic good,” said .

Caffey. “The assumption was that we
had alot of it, and that it was free. The

See WATER, 9A
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*-One-focus - of Tuesday s workshop
_was th promofuon of good: steward—

‘ manmade Waterways “and: do their
part in saltwater introduction into
Bayou Lafourche, the drinking water
source for an estimated 300; 000 resi-
dents. .

“Natural waterways are .curved.

. These waterways are straight, a dead

give-away. that they were built by -

humans;” said Kerry St..Pe’, director
of the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program. “These features

that humans have built allow salt

water from the Gulf of Mexico to be
pushed far up into the system.”

'gene'ral

Ground water in South’ Louisiana, -
unlike that in the northern: part of the

- state, is ‘unsuitable for drinking water
because of elevated.-chloride levels, .

leaving residents dependent on’ sur-
face water.

“Welve g'rown up ina place that is -
said Windell Curole,

-manager' of -‘the. South.
I afoirche Levee. District and rha_r-r}'g

very ‘unique,”

ALUULL Lad

man of BTNEP's management confer-

Daaall

-ence. “It has made us what we are, -
and we-won’t be the same unIess we
save'it”. - | ’
Projects hke the Bayou szourche
- Freshwater Diversion: project; mtend
~ gd to divert 1,000 cubic feet.per sec:
ohd" of fresh water “down: Bayou
ay ' Lafourche, and a. proposa] for. a
e+ 200,000 CllblC feet per second con:
" yeyance' channel funneling *fresh’ .

water and sediment ;to_,the‘Baratana
and Terrebonne estuary basins ‘to
rebuild marshland are needed pan-
elists said.

Bu; residents’ support of those proj- .

ects is gso needed, they sald
‘Now estimated to cost between $50

million and $70 million, “the Bayou: -
Lafourche Diversion project could be

a reality within three.years, if we
could get a cost-share- agreement
from the .parish and the: Bayou
Iﬂfourche Fresh Water Dlstnct,” said

'-sa1d St. Pe’ “I’m convmce

Sue - Hawes, & biologist- at the. U.st

Arrny Corps of Engmeers:”l‘he (con- -
veyance channel) is:probal ZOyears .
away, at’ ‘least: (because it's very. -
visionary, would affect-a lot'of people: .
and needs to be planned very eareful-. :

ly”

Itisa. problem, thoug “that hasv 0. _;
far not captured:the nati ' o
T, o Hhal Gmehahnn +kn+ :

e -
YvC, a“cuc R e e R L e AV 1

things aren’t mo ving - fa

accept coastal erosion: as 4-pri ty |
we in the state don’t accept that as
pnorlty ﬁrst no

KatmaA Gaudet 1 2
the Dazly Cqmet She can be r_eached at .
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“The orgamzauon of the Barataria-
Terrebonne N ational Estuary Program

At some time' you
probably wondered
how the Barataria-
Terrebonpe National |,
Estuary  Program . 4
started. The struc-

_ ture of the National
Estuary Program was (%
conceived in the
'mid-1990's . from
efforts to restore the
Great Lakes and the Chesapeake
Bay systems. The environmental
problems of these regions, similar
in what we face FROM POINTE
COUPEE TO THE GULF,
crossed the legislative mandates
of local, state, and federal agen-
cies. No one agency had the cen-
tral responsibility to adequately
address all of the issues affecting
the region. This was complicated
by the fact that in both of these
early efforts, the watersheds
included more than one state.

In response to these-complexi-
ties, the affected parties devel-
oped a novel approach to restore
the valuable resources. what they
proposed would include all irter-
ested groups, such as federal,
state, and Jocal governments, rep-
resentatives from - business and
industry, agriculture, and conser-
vation organizations. Because the
Great Lakes and Chesapeake
efforts, Congress established the
National Estuary Program to
identify nationally significant
estuaries threatened by pollution,
development, and overuse.

The Barataria-Terrebonne estu-

ary was nominated
by the Governor in
the early 1990's.
After evaluation the
Environmental
Protection Agency
deterinined that we
met the three crite-
ria for inclusion in
the program.

Our’ estuary had
sxgmﬁcant environmental prob-
lems that could only be adequate-
ly addressed-by a comprehensive,
watershed approach;

Our estuary is of naticnal sig-
nificance; and The Governor
nominated the region.

The Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program works
as part of the Loutsiana
Department of Environmental
Quality because of the relation
between the EPA and DEQ. The
oversight body known as a
Management Conference include
all interested agencies, business,
industry, conservation groups,
fishermen, oysterman, minorities,
special intefests, and educators.
They first met in 1992 and creat-
ed three committees: a Scientific-
Technical Advisory Committee, a
Local Governments Committee,

and a Citizens Advisory
Committee. These committees
guided the activities of the

BTNEP during the five years
planning process. At the conclu-
sion of the time, the Management

‘Conference was able to present
to Governor Foster a

.pants.

‘Landrum,

Comprchcns:ve Plan Lhat was
built on consensus by the partici-
~ Governor Foster signed
the Comprehensive Plan in 1996
and ‘forwarded it to EPA for
approval.

The BTNEP Comprchenswe
Conservation Management Plan
has 51 Action Plans. These plans
outline what we should be doing
to preserve and restore our estu-
ary and its culture. Topics range
from babitat management to
water quality to education to sus-
tainable economic development.
As such, these 51 projects form

the framework we use when’

implementing programs and
activities you see today.

The BTNEP office, located at
the Nxcholls :State Umversny
campus in-Thibodaux, manages
the day-to-day implementation of
the 51 action plans. Kerry St Pe
i1s the Program Director, He is
assisted by Deborah Schultz, the
education - ‘coordinator,
coordinator for the

Shellfish  Challenge, Dean

"Blanchard, coordinator for pro-

grams, and Rachael Sommers,

AmeriCorps intern. Office man-

agement rests with Sandra
Helmuth who is ably supported
by student workers. contact them
at: 1-800-259-0869. But we need
your help saving OUR ESTU-
ARY. Please call the Barataria-
Terrebonne Estuary Foundation:

1-877-379-0279 and volumecr,

your services and expertise. /
y;
S—

- Eddie.
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- Nicholls to offer new degree

- graduate . pr

By Todd Slegrlst :

Staff writer

Nestled within the- Barataria-
Terrebonne Estuary, Lafourche
Parish showers its residents. with
Mother Nature’s riches.

Nicholls State University wants to
use the local natural environment to
enhance its academic offerings.

The university plans to add a mas-
ter of science degree in marine and
environmental biology to the degrees

Daily Comnet, Lafourche Parish, La. Monday, February 26 2001 :

available. The University of Louisiana
System Board of Supervisors
approved the degree at its meeting
Friday.

For the university to gain approval
for the degree, a need unmet by
neighboring universities had to exist.
For the spring 2001, semester the uni-
versity has 222 undergraduates major-
ing in the biological sciences.

The university’s proposal to the
board stated that it did, as several

state umvers1t1es offer master
degrees in biclogy or environmental
sciences, but none offer them in
marine -biology or marine and envi-
ronmental biology.

“Many of these (biology) students
want to-extend their research inter-
ests at the graduate level with their
research faculty mentors in our
Department,” the proposal reads.

See DEGREE, 5A

- _""'.\

me,nt.ag' ncie could .
, am, The federal
Barataria-Terrebonne: National
Estuary . Program, the state
Department of Natural Resources’
Coastal Restoration Division and the
South Louisiana Ecenomic Council all
have offices -at -the university. The
state Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries office in Bourg and the
Department of Environmental Quality
office in Mathews are also nearby.
“No .ether university. is situated in
the center of the nation’s most impor-

tant wetland region and therefore no .

university is a more appropriate host

to .the proposed- graduate program’

than Nicholls,” the proposal reads.
“The university’s proximity to the
Louisiana  Universities  Marine

~Consortium (LUMCOM) facility in

Cocodrie and the vast, fertile estuar-

ies it its service area place Nichollsin

a’ strategic position for studies in

marine science and related areas.”
Local industries and- government

agencies needing personnel with

such degrees would also benefit. as.
" the odds of finding local people with

the degree would increase, eliminat-
ing the need to search out of the area
or out of state.

Local businesses and agencies esti-
mate they will need between 220 and
336 such graduates within the next
five years.

“Agencies with branch ofﬁces in
the Nicholls service region (men-

.tioned) the difficulty in hiring scientif-
ically qualified personnel who would

‘either become or remain resident in
southeastern Louisiana,” the proposal

reads.
The umvers1ty must stlll obtam

apphed mathemat{cs master of busi-

ness administration, master of arts'in

psycholog1ca1 counsehng, spec1ahst
in school psychology-and a master of
education in several concentrations.
The university - is dlso working
toward offering a master of nursing,

and is awaiting approval from the -

Board of Regents on that request.
Nicholls  spokesman = Michael
Delaune "said it oftentakes a yéar
between the board approving the

degree and the university offering the _

degree. -

Todd Siegrist is da-staff writer for the "

Daily Comet. He can be reached at

448-7639 _or by email- at

todd.siegrist@dailycomet.com.
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All about BTNEP

) Lhambtr‘ IA sg/ﬂ”
WM: ec /

By Rod Emumer, Ph.D

At some time you probably
‘wondered how the Barataria-
Térrebonne National Estuary
Program started. The structure of
the National Estwary Program
was conceived in the mid-1980’s
from efforts to restore the Great
‘Lakes and the Chesapeake Bay
systems. The environmental
problems of these regions, similar
in what we face from Pointe
. Coupee to the Gulf, crossed the
legislative mandates of local,
state, and federal agencies. No
one agency had the central
responsibility to adequately

address all of the issues affecting

the region. This was complicated
by the fact that in both of these
early efforts, the watersheds

included more than one state.

In response to these complexi- .

ties, the affected parties devel-
oped a novel approach to restore
the valuable resources. What
they proposed would include all
interested groups, such as federal,
state, and local governments, rep-
resentatives from business and
industry, agriculture, and conser-
vation organizations. Because of
the Great Lakes and Chesapeake

efforts, Congress established the

National Estuary Program.to
identify nationally significant .
estuaries threatened by pollution,
development, and overuse.

The Barataria-Terrebonne estu-
ary was nominated by the gover-
ner in the éarly 1990’s, after- .
evaluation the Envxronmcntal

Pmtectlon Agency determined
that we met the three criteria for
inclusion in the program: Our
estuary had significant environ-

‘meiital problems that could only

be adequately addressed by a
comprehensive, watershed
approach; Our estuary is of

" national significance; The gover-

nor nominated the region. -

The Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program works
as part of the Louisiana -
Department of Environmental
Quality because of the relation
between the EPA and DEQ. The
oversight body known as a
Management Conference include
all interested agencies, business,
industry, conservation groups,

fishermen, oystermen, minorities,

. - PR

special interests, and educators. _
They first met in 1992 and creat--
ed three committees: a - | .-

Scientific-Technical Adv1gory o

TR

Committee, a Local

" Governments Committee, and &

Citizens Advisory Committee.

" These committees guided the

activities of the BTNEP during
the five- year planning process
At the conclusion of the time, the
Management

- Conference was able to present
to Governor Foster a
Comprehensive Plan that was
buiit on consensus by the partici-
pants. Governor Foster s1gned the

, Comprehenswe Plan in 1996 and

forwarded it to the EPA for
approval.
The BTNEP ofﬁce located on

" the Nicholls State University

campus in Thibodaux, manages
the day-to-day implementation of
the 51 action plans. Kerry St. Pe
is the Program Director. He is
assisted by Deborah Schultz, the
education coordinator, Eddie

. Landrmim, coordinator for the

Shellfish Challenge, Dean
Blanchard, coordinator for pro-
grams; and Rachael Sommers,
AmeriCorps intern. Office man-
agement rests with Sandra
Helmuth who is supported by
student workers. Contact them
at: 1-800-259-0869. But we need
your help saving our estuary.
Please call the Barataria-
Terrebonne: Estuary Foundation:

. 1-877-378-8279 and volunteer

your services and expertise.
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'2001 Amerlcorps

CJ\am é’e)’
£m\/5/¢’ o

members begin Work

By .Cullen Curole

8 BTN'EP .

Have you Seen a new Crew
working on the sides-of our
roads lately? These people are
the 2001 AmeriCorps on the
Bayou members.

They are Dawn Bagala, Coty
Cheramie, Skippy Cheramie,

" Amanda Collins, Shelby:
Ducote, Lori Grammar, Jill
Harrison, Nathan Hepner, Ben
Menzies, Tiffany Naguin, and
Marcy Pierce.

: This is the second consecutive

" year that Les Reflections Du

Bayou has sponsored our

AmeriCorps  team.

. This month the AmeriCorps
members have worked on sever-

al local projects including mak-

ing swings to put up behind the

Mt. Zion Baptist Church in- “Cut

~ Off for'the annual Martin Luther

King, Jr. Day of Service.

The members also attended a
two-day Water-Quality
Monitoring Workshop where
they learned testing techniques
for everything from pH levels to
oxygen and nutrient levels.

The AmeriCorps group is
attempting to begin a regular -
Water Monitoring Program in’
the South Lafourche area, which
we hope will have a positive
impact: on the citizens of our
conununity. ‘

'We hope to keep Lafourche
Parish informed of our progress
in the- months to come:

As always, sponsors, volun-
teers, and donations -are greatly
appreciated. - - .

rehy 2o/



Fly away to Grand Isle for a birder's getaway
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Fly away to Grand Isle for a birder's getaway

By CYNTHIA V7 CAMPBELL
Travel editor

Enjoy Louisiana in grand style with an outing to Grand Isle at the
southern tip of La. 1. Any farther south and you'll be swimming in the
Gulf of Mexico.

That's just what people do at Grand Isle -- swim, sun, fish and watch the
birds fly by. During spring, the barrier island is indeed a special place. An
essential stop for migratory birds, the island is hosting the Grand Isle
Migratory Bird Celebration over the next several weeks. Most activities
will be held today through Sunday, March 23-25, and again Friday-
Sunday, April 20-22.

The entire celebration is sponsored by The Sanctuary Group, which is
made up of 18 organizations, including the Lafourche and Bayou Region
Tourist Commission and the Grand Isle Tourist Commission.

Cullen Curole, Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program director,
said the celebration is planned both as an economic development project
and as a way to enhance the island's natural beauty.

"T grew up in the Galliano area, and Grand Isle was my playground," said
the ecology-minded lawyer. "Tourism is great. Tying it to nature is great
for everybody."

The celebration includes birdwatching tours, programs on gardening for
birds, craft displays, seafood events and other fun for families and
children.

The Ladies Auxiliary of the American Legion will offer a Birders'
Breakfast in the Grand Isle School cafeteria on Saturday, March 24 from
6-9 am. The Orleans Audubon Society will host a Pirate's Day Flea
Market, Craft Show and Heritage Fair, 9 a.m.-5 p.m., also at the Grand
Isle School. A gumbo dinner theater, starring the mayor and elected
officials of Grand Isle, will be held at 7 p.m. at Grand Isle School.
Councilmen, dressed as pirates, will serve tables.

On Sunday, March 25, visitors can attend the Morning Coffee with
Marine Birds at Gulf Stream Marina, 7 a.m., followed by the Birders'
Mass at Our Lady of the Isle Catholic Church on Ludwig Lane.

Activities on the April 20-22 weekend will be comprehensive. On
Saturday, April 21, events range from daylong birdwatching tours to a

Page 1 of 3



Fly away to Grand Isle for a birder's getaway Page 2 of

Historic Home Tour presented by the Historical Society of Grand Isle (4-
5 p.m.). The Nature Conservancy of Louisiana will sponsor a
Birdwatching Tour for Families, 9:30-11 a.m., and the Baton Rouge
Audubon Society will present An Introduction to Those Confusing
Shorebirds, 4-5 p.m.

Visitors can enjoy a shrimp spaghetti lunch, priced at $10, at the Grand
isle Migratory Bird Sanctuary. Later in the day, the Grand Isle Rotary
Club will host a seafood dinner featuring David Pashley of the American
Bird Conservancy.

Anyone interested in the boat tour to Queen Bess Island on Sunday, April.
22, needs to be in Grand Isle on Saturday for registration. Tours leave
Sunday at 8 am., 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Participants will travel to the island
and Barataria Bay to see nesting pelicans. Seating is limited. The cost is a
$10 donation to The Sanctuary fund, and people meet at Pirate's Cove
Marina.

In addition, Grand Isle State Park, located on the east end of the barrier

island, will welcome visitors with walking tours. The park is a great area

for splashing around in the gulf. A swimming area features a bathhouse

and picnic tables. Nearby is the fishing pier and another area for

swimming and picnicking. Exhibits at the Visitors Center portray how

man and nature have shaped the story of Grand Isle. The observation
o~ tower gives a bird's-eye view of the coastline.

A camping area at Grand Isle State Park can accommodate 100 families.
It's designed for cooking freshly caught seafood around an open campfire.
Self-sufficiency is important because there are no water or electrical
utilities. Call the park at 877-226-7652.

The Grand Isle Tourist Commission can provide information on motel
and cabin accommodations, fishing camps, RV campgrounds, fishing
charters and area restaurants. Call 504-787-2997. The Web site is easy to
follow. Check http://www.grand-isle.com

For more information and to sign up for birding tours, contact the
Barataria Terrebonne Estuary Foundation at 877-378-8279.
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Going coastal

David Bourgeois, an area fisheries agent with the Louisiana
Cooperative Extension Service, helps AmeriCorps on the Bayou
team members Nathan Hepner and Marcy Pierce sort seedlings to
use in the Coastal Roots program. Students will grow the
seedlings in green houses and then conduct plantings at suitable
coastal restoration sites. Click here for story.

Council challenges Kyle

The Lafourche Parish Council’s Finance and Legislative
Committee voted to challenge state Legislative Auditor
Dan Kyle’s decision to override the parish in appointing
an auditor during its meeting Tuesday night.

Lady Tigers roll on in 7-5A

The floodgates were left open as the Mustangs stampeded
past Ellen-der on Tuesday improving their rec-ord to 7-9,
3-2 in District 9-4A.

This page has been accessed 515,971 times
since April 14, 1997.
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are Students plant roots in coast
jgi::?j.i.&%m\'}or}k'ﬁmes B Kat A G d t
el GO ﬂll-'- y ina . a“ e
(504) 448-7613 Staff Writer
%@Q A new program is helping students take the matter of coastal
NOWS land loss into their own hands.
Sports
Commentary Begun informally in late 1998, the program, known as
o Coastal Roots, enlists students’ help in maintaining
Obituaries greenhouses on junior high and senior high school campuses
Classified throughout South Louisiana, allowing students to grow
Auto native wetland plants from seedlings and then use them in
Employment hands-on restoration projects.
Real estate
Weather “This is not a large-scale project, but it’s an effective way to
Our Area help,” said David Bourgeois, area fisheries agent with the
Contact Us Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service. In 1998,
Local Links Bourgeois, with the help of the Lafourche Parish Coastal
. Zone Management office and USDA’s Natural Resources
Subscribe : . : ;
NY Ti Conservation Service Plant Materials Center in Golden
AL 1mes Meadow, began collecting black mangrove seedlings, which
he then distributed to a few Lafourche Parish schools.
“If we could get 800 to 1,000 seedlings to each school each
year, we can start to approach a major impact in being able
to plant these in strategic locations where they could do
some good,” Bourgeois said.
Currently, students from nine public and private junior high
and senior high schools throughout South Louisiana are
participating, including agriculture and environmental
science students at Larose-Cut Off Junior High, South
Lafourche and Central Lafourche high schools.
The primary reason for the program, organizers say, is to
mstill in students a sense of stewardship.
“We want to teach students about coastal issues, especially
coastal erosion, but in such a way that they can give back to
http://www.dailycomet. com/d28 htm 3/28/01
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the community and won’t be learning about it through a

textbook or looking at a slide,” said Pam Blanchard of the Y,
Louisiana Sea Grant College Program. She also is, like

Bourgeois and Ed Bush of the LSU Department of

Horticulture, one of the program’s co-directors.

“We want them to care about what’s going on with the
coast.”

What is going on with the coast is the rapid rate of coastal
land loss — the Barataria and Terrebonne estuaries being the
most rapidly eroding in the world — coupled with an
extensive die-back of saltwater marsh vegetation, with about
20,000 acres having already been converted to open mud
flats and another 260,000 acres at risk.

Throughout the die-back area, though, scientists have
observed that black mangrove have been, for the most part,
unaffected.

In Lafourche Parish, students, with the help of AmeriCorps

on the Bayou team members, are already growing black

mangrove from seedlings, as well as southern wax myrtle

and southern bald cypress. .

While black mangrove does well in relatively saline water,
bald cypress and wax myrtle can compete better in
freshwater environments, as well as withstand colder
temperatures. The wax myrtle also can be planted on coastal
ridges to provide migratory birds with habitat.

When the species are ready for planting, the students will
take them to a restoration site and do the planting
themselves.

Students who take part in hands-on activities, and have an
opportunity to witness coastal land loss, are more apt to
take these lessons to heart, as well as to take a greater
interest in their studies, organizers say.

“In the big picture, the school nurseries provide a learning
and stewardship opportunity for kids, empowering them to
take action,” said Deborah Schultz, formal education
coordinator for the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program. “On a smaller scale, the nurseries are a dream for
educators who can use the data collected from plant growth
and sideline experiment to teach math and science concepts.
Having an emotional attachment to ‘their’ plants, the kids
are more likely to take an interest in these math and science

http://www.dailycomet.com/d28.htm 3/28/01
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concepts designed around the nurseries and this critical
problem of land loss.”

Some students are already aware of the problem and are
willing to do
something about it.

“Saving the wetlands is important because if we don’t start
worrying about it now, the water’s going to be in our
backyards,” said Phillip Pierce, 15, a ninth-grader at Larose-
Cut Off Junior High.

Though the program has been in existence for a few years,
this year marks the first for formal funding.

The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program
(BTNEP) and the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana are
providing the program with its major funding in the form of
two one-year grants. BTNEP is funding those schools with
the Barataria and Terrebonne basins, while the Coalition to
Restore Coastal Louisiana is funding those outside the
basins.

Although organizers say comprehensive coastal restoration
must begin with large-scale diversion projects, the program
could complement future projects.

Either way, officials with both organizations say the money
is well spent. '

“The kids do get a sense of making a difference out there by
improving habitat,” said Rebecca Triche, deputy director of
the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, “and they
understand how important that habitat is to maintain.”

For more information on the program, visit
www.lamer.Isu.edu and click on Coastal Roots.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina. gaudet@dailycomet.com.
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TTma e 20, eV e LAFOURCHE GAZETTE

By: Mclanie Boulet

Al 8:00 a.m. every morning,_
business owners and home
owners along Highway 1 and
Highway 308 gel ready [or
their morning rituall Plcking

up the trash that has been .

thrown onlo thelr property the
nlghl and day before!

Well, land owners may be;
.used to 1t, but that doesnt
mean they don't hate it} Litter
is an assaull on our senses.
I's an assaull on our com-
munily. And i{'s an assaull on
our privale properly rights.

Last week, at a meeling of
the Lafourche Parish Council,
our parish leaders voted
unanimously lo lead In a
parish-wide war agalnst liiler.
In a proclamnation presented
by Les Reflections du Bayou's
President. Melanie Boulel, the
Council agreed lto supporl el-
forts lo clean up Lalourche, o
provide. for stronger enforce-
ment of liller laws, and lo
promote a parish-wide public-
ily campaign agalnst litier.

The project first calls for
parish-wide participation In
the upcoming Keep America
Beautiful clean-ups being
conducled in many of the
towns along the bayou. The

Galllano, Golden Meadow and
Leeville clean-ups will be
conducled on Salurday, April
7. and the Raceland clean-up
will be held on Saturday, April
28. ‘These big clean-ups hap-

pen ornly-once a year and are -
~our chance lo rcally clean upa

~our-..parish.¥ <riRSp P ar 1S b
Councilmen voted to lead off
“"these clean-ups, somec of

~which will transpire as town

walks and the {own with the
mos! volunteers wlll win the
2001 Town Pride Award; a
plague or billboard {o be
posled In the {own.
Partlcipants may contact lhelr
councilman or the Thibodaux
Chamber, Les Reflections. du
Bayou, or the Sherifl's Offlce
{Raceland area clean-up).

Les Reflecltions du Bayou
has also applied [for a grant
from Enlergy (o plaster
Lafourche Parish with bill-
boards, bumper stickers, lilter
barrels and T-shirls allacking
litter. Thanks goes lo Marty
Dulfrene in the Sherill's Office,
Joel Plerce at the Parish
Council Olfice, Carolyn
Cheramle at the Tourism
Commission, and Cullen
Curole at the Baralaria-

Tetrebonne Estuary
Foundation for [acilitating
support lellers for the grant.
Also thanks to Ken Desholel,
Customer Services Manager al
Entlergy's Lockport office for
his endorsement of the pro-
]'e:cl.

H will take

1he war on llHu
everyone in the parish taking

a stand against litler.
Resldenis can start by partlci-
paling In the upcoming clean-
ups. Land-owners who would
allow lhe posting of an’anti-
litter billboard on their privatle
property along Hwy 1 or Hwy
308 should contact thelr
councliman or Les Refllecllons
du Bayou lo let them know.
Anyone with ideas on how lo
fight lilter should contact the
Thibodaux Beautilication
Coalition, the Lockport
Beaullficalion Commitlee, Les

Reflections du Bayr the
Sherif's Office, the B: ‘a-
Terrebonne Nallonal ET y

Program or Foundalian, or
their councllman. Togetlher,
these organizations and all
parish residents can win the
war and achieve a Lilter-Free
Lafourchell! The Ume has
comel
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Month of birding kicks off

By Katina A. Gandet
Staff Writer

The phrase “for the birds” generally takes on a negative
connotation.

Not so in Grand Isle.

Louisiana’s only populated barrier island, Grand Isle is also
the only barrier island in the Gulf of Mexico naturally
dominated by live oak and hackberry forests, which serve as
temporary refuge for birds migrating to and from Central
and South America each year.

“Our community is nationally known as a premier area for
viewing neotropical birds coming across the Gulf of Mexico
during spring migration,” said Jackie Siears of Grand Isle’s
Team City. “It is our hope that we can develop bird
watching as an economic boost to our economy.”

To that end, and others, Grand Isle’s Sanctuary Group, an
umbrella group of supporting organizations, is holding its
fourth annual Migratory Bird Celebration this month and
next.

“What we try to do is reach out to local residents so they
more fully appreciate the natural qualities of their
backyards,” said Richard Martin, director of conservation
programs at the Nature Conservancy of Louisiana.

“We also want to bring people from outside the area to
enjoy what Grand Isle has to offer.” ’

For migratory birds, Grand Isle offers a place to rest and
feed.

“The birds travel the Mississippi flyway during the spring
when they’re coming from Central and South America north
to nest in the continental

United States and Canada,” said Kay Radlauer, the event’s
coordiator.

“When they cross the Gulf of Mexico, Grand Isle is the first
land they see.

When the birds are returning to the south in the winter,
Grand Isle is again important because the birds rest and
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fatten up before they journey across the Gulf again.”

While organizers want to continue to promote interest
among local residents, they also want to promote interest _
from out-of-state bird watchers.

“We feel that Grand Isle can be marketed as one of

Louisiana’s premier birding destinations,” said Martin.

An influx of tourists during the season could mean an influx
of dollars.

“Communities such as Ciearwater, Fla., have seen huge
economic growth due to bird watchers,” said Siears. “And,
according to a Wildlife and Fisheries report, bird watchers
spend an average of $100 million in each state. Grand Isle
can reap these benefits.”

Additional dollars would not only help area businesses
such as motels, restaurants, grocery stores and gas stations,
but would also contribute to the protection and restoration
of bird habitats.

All proceeds from the annual event go to the Nature
Conservancy’s Sanctuary Fund, which is used to enhance
migratory bird habitat on the island.

“There was once about 1,500 acres of woodland on Grand
Isle originally.

It’s probably less than 100 acres now,” said Martin. “We’d
like to restore areas formerly forested and cleared for a
variety of reasons.”

For the past few years, the Nature Conservancy has been
working with private landowners — including some
businesses that are replanting their once-forested land — to
try to restore the island’s natural habitat.

Some businesses have also donated property to establish a
bird sanctuary on the island. The Grand Isle Port
Commission is also allowing the Nature Conservancy the
use of 20 acres of port property.

Grand Isle locals are also welcoming the recognition of
their island as a prime spot for bird lovers.

“In Grand Isle, much of the bird watching is done on

privately owned land,” said Radlauer. “(Residents) are

helping us put up Bird Watcher Welcome ~—
Signs so if someone is coming in and is not familiar with

Grand Isle, they will know which backyards are welcoming

them.”

For more information on event activities during March and
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Conservation effort
is still expanding

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer .

Lafourche Parish residents recycled
about 2,000 Christmas frees in recent
months to use in small- scale coastal
restoration efforts.

Their reward: a project, to protect
from further erosion a 200-foot section
of levee within the Larose to Golden
Meadoew Hurricane Protection Project.

Located in Gallianio west of Bayou
Lafourche, the levee section, which is
gradually eroding at its base, marks
the newest site in Lafourche to bene-
fit from the state’s Chnstmas Tree
Fence Program.

Begun by the state Department of
Natural Resources in 1989, the pro-
gram uses recycled Christmas trees
stacked inside brush fences to reduce
wave energy and capture suspended
sediment in the hopes of stopping ero-

sion and allowmg land to build over :

time.

The I_afourche Parish- Office -of
Coastal Zone Management, which
administers the program in Lafourche,
has been trying to include the site for
two years now, but has only recently
been able to-do so. "

The Galliano site joins two others: a

small marsh island in Floatation Canal .

in Fourchon and the remnants- of a
marsh island along La. 1-in Leeviiie.

Each spring, volunteers including ;
Future Farmers of America students :

place the trees on project sites.

Last week, more than 100 volun-

teers, including studeénts and

AmeriCorps on the Bayou teain. mem-
bers, placed trees at the Fourchon and -

Leeville sites.

See TREES, 7A
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Trees

. Contmued from 1A

. “It's not so much a probléem of .

. adding a site; but of collecting enough
trees.to (accommodate) an additional
site;” -said: Gfady Galliane, Lafourche
CZM administrator, “During the past
couple of years, we just haven’t collect-
ed. enough, but this year, we had a
good collection.”

Along with the approximately 2;000
trees within the parish, another 1,000
trees were collected in Nerth
Louisiana and. transported to
Lafourche.

“It's not an overnight problem, but if
allowed to continue,- it will become a
problem,” said Windell Curole; gener-
al manager of the South Lafourche
Levee District.

Because muc¢h of the marsh once
lining the levee is no longer there, nio
buffer exists for absorbmg wave ener-
gy, which results in erosion of the
levee.

“In areas where we have marsh

absorbing wave energy, we don't have
to worry about this,” said Curole. “But
here, everyday wave action, (including
that caused by) the wind blowing, eats
up the edge of the levee.”

FFA students at Central Lafourche
High School have expressed an inter-
est in constructing the brush fence for
the project, Galliano said.

Afterwards, volunteers will place the
recycled trees within the fence, which
will be placed about 20 feet from the
levee, to provide the levee with a wave
barrier. _

The remaining trees will be placed
behind the barrier to facilitate .marsh
growth over time.

The Fourchon site might also con-
tribute to marsh expansion as part ofa

Greater Lafourche Port Commission -

dedicated dredging project.

“We have a project in the vicinity of

the (Fourchon site) where we would
hope to utilize the Christmas tree proj-
ect as an anchor to hold material so
that we can rebuild marsh in that
area,” said Ted Falgout, executive
director of the Greater Lafourche Port

Commlsswn

The project, which could begin th1=
summer, would utilize 50,000 cubi
yards of sediment to rebuild 15 to 20
acres of marsh in the area.

Thiough. the -Christmas tree project
is not the cornerstone of the port’s
dredging projéct, Falgout said using
the trees rmght prove to be a beneficial -
method in retaining spoil .in marsh—
building projects.

Although “massive” freshwater and
sediment diversion projects are need— -
ed to save the state from. ongoing :
coastal land loss, the recycled:
Christmas tree ‘projects are worth
while projects, said Curole.

“These projects won't make a b1g

impact in stopping coastal land loss,

but this project (at the newest site),:
even if doesn’t help build any ground, ;
will at least absorb the everyday wave'
action and help protect the levee,” said
Curole:

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for -
the Daily Comet. She can be reached at -
448-7614 -~ or by email at:
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.
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Money sought to fight saltwater
intrusion

By Katina A. Gandet
Staff Writer

The Bayou Lafourche Fresh Water District is continuing its
search for funding sources to combat saltwater intrusion
into Bayou Lafourche.

The district’s board of commissioners Monday unanimously
approved a letter requesting the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers investigate partially funding a proposed water
control structure in the Company Canal.

Saltwater intrusion last November affected Bayou
Lafourche, Lafourche Parish’s drinking water supply, from
the Company Canal.

Salt water from the Gulf of Mexico made its way to the
Lafourche Parish Water District No. 1 intakes near Lockport
through the Company Canal from both the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway and the Houma Navigational Canal.

The corps constructed both waterways.

“Talking with some of the engineers at the corps, they seem
to feel that since they built the intracoastal and the Houma
Navigational Canal, they might be able to do something for
the Company Canal as far as saltwater intrusion is
concerned,” said district Director Archie Chaisson.

The corps might be able to lend some funding through
Section 1135 of the Water Resources Development Act of
1986.

“Basically what that says 1s that if the corps causes a
problem to the environment, they have a fund they can go
into and use to correct that problem,” Chaisson said.

The Bayou Lafourche Fresh Water District, Chaisson said,

would serve as the non-federal sponsor for the corps’
modification report, the project’s plans and construction.

“We don’t envision a Band-Aid project,” said Hebert. “We



simply want something to stop the salt water from coming
up the Company Canal from the Gulf to the water plant.”

The district, though, might not bear the sole brunt of the
non-federal costs.

In February, the district voted to enter into an
intergovernmental agreement with the Lafourche Parish
Water District No. 1 and parish government to fund a study
on water control structures that could help prevent saltwater
intrusion.

“The corps is not sure about how much they can pay for,”
said Chaisson, “but this way everybody knows up front we
might have to pay some money.”

Once the corps comes up with actual cost figures, the
district could sign a final agreement.

“If it’s too much for us to afford at that time, we can either
back out or find some creative financing to pay for it,”
Chaisson said.

In other business, district officials responded to recent
accusations that their use of a tugboat to uproot hydrilla, an
aquatic plant restricting water flow in Bayou Lafourche, has
contributed to its spread.

The district began its tug boat operation last year.

Sidney Thibodeaux, Ph.D., a-local botanist, contends the
district’s tugboat operation and mechanical harvesters are
responsible for the spread of the plant from North Lafourche
to Lockport.

A plant’s cuttings can take root and grow, producing other
plants.

District officials, however, point to a 1996 study conducted
by David Schultz, an assistant professor of biology at
Nicholls State University, and Deborah Schultz, formal
education coordinator at the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program, that, they say, indicates the hydrilla was
present in the Lockport area in 1996 — before the district
began cutting the species with its mechanical harvesters.

“It’s a very good lawnmower,” said district Chairman Alvin
Hebert of the tugboat operation. “The harvesters work well,
but they’re too slow. If we didn’t do these things, there
wouldn’t be any water at all in the bayou.”

Thibodeaux recommended constructing a pipeline from
Donaldsonville to serve the freshwater plants along Bayou
Lafourche, but this, district officials say, is not cost-
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District officials requested a report from GSE Associates
Inc., their consulting engineer, on such a project.
According to the report, such a project would cost about
$120 million — more than $30 million more than the
proposed Bayou Lafourche Freshwater Diversion project.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina. gaudet@dailycomet.com.
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Budget cuts are expected

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

Officials at the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program are anticipating budget cuts this upcoming fiscal
year, though it is uncertain to what extent cuts will be made.

“We don’t know the actual percentage, but we’re expecting
significant cuts,” Kerry St. Pe’, director of the Barataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary Program (BTNEP), told
BTNEP’s management conference members Thursday.

BTNEP, one of 28 national estuary programs in the United
States administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), received a $30,000 budget cut this fiscal
year and will likely see more cuts next year.

BTNEP is funded through the state’s general fund, which is
administered through the state Department of
Environmental Quality, and from the federal Clean Water
Act.

Though Congress reauthorized the Clean Water Act last
year, restructuring it so each national estuary program will
receive $1 million, the program has never been fully
funded, said St. Pe’.

“We understand now that it will be difficult to get to the
fully appropriated level,” said St. Pe’. “The president’s
budget suggests $1 million to the NEP portion of EPA.”

Though federal funding guidelines keep BTNEP at a
funding level of $300,000, the anticipated cuts, coupled
with lagging federal funds, could make it difficult for
BTNEP to continue some projects.

The cost of projects on BTNEP’s 2002 work plan, a list of
programs to be funded during the upcoming fiscal year, is

4/20/01
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about $300,000.

The state’s fiscal year begins in July; the federal
government’s in October.

The management conference approved the work plan, but
did so knowing that some projects might be axed due to
lack of funding.

“We’re assuming right now the budget will be the same,”
said Windell Curole, BTNEP management conference
chairman. “We’ll leave it status quo, but in July, we’ll see if
we need to make any adjustments.”

Projects to be funded either fully or partially under the 2002
work plan include:

—La Fete d’ Ecologie, the ecology festival held annually at

Peltier Park in Thibodaux. “We’ve been going year to year,”

said Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation president

Earl Melancon. “Things may change for us a little bit, but as

our volunteers grow, we’re also hoping to increase our fund

base from the various organizations sponsoring the

festival.” \_/

— The program’s Data Information Management System, to
update and manage BTNEP’s web page.

— Bayou Camps, Coastal Wetlands Workshops, Marsh
Maneuvers, and Project STEPS, all aimed at getting
teachers and students involved in estuarine ecology.
“(Marsh Maneuvers) is 24 hours a day, a lot of fun, but the
kids learn a lot,” said David Bourgeois, a fisheries agent
with the LSU AgCenter who works with the project. “I’ve
received a lot of e-mails from students who have
participated and have decided to go into some marine or
coastal education.”

—BTNEP’s educational and technical information materials
distributed throughout the country.

— Researching the feasibility of using sugarcane residue to
eliminate the need for burning. '

— Two programs to propagate woody species to try to
reestablish these native plants in coastal Louisiana — on its

barrier islands, as well as small-scale restoration projects.

— Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration for 2002.

PPN . ANNINT
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In other business, the management conference:

— Heard a presentation from Jack Fredine, project manager
with the U.S.

Army Corps of Engineers for the Davis Pond Freshwater
Diversion project, who said the project should be
operational by August.

— Passed a resolution in support of the federal Hypoxia
Action Plan, which aims to reduce the Gulf of Mexico’s
“dead zone” by half within the next five years.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina.gaudet(@dailycomet,com.
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of marsh
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“Most plants are taken out irito the
~marsh and handy planted ” said Fine. co

“It’s very labor intensive. We're trying
*“to produce enough seeds to be able to
fly back over the marsh to plant an
acre in 4 féw seconds.”

-More than 260,000 acres of. smoeth
cordgrass have been affected so. far,
with about 17,000 acres already trans-
formed into mud ﬂats with htt]e vege-
tation.

The Plant Matenals Center and
Louisiana State University are current-
ly working to produce large supply of
seeds for planting in affected areas and

to determine the potential for recov- -

ery.

Plant Materials: Center staff Delta
Serv1ce Corps South East Teamn . and
AmeriCorps on the Bayou members
were out Tuesday transplanting
smooth cordgrass - the miost prevalent
saltwater marsh grass and hardest-hit
last year - into a three-acre pond.
“Three acres were also planted last
year.

Delta team members decided to

Smentlsts
awaiting .
recovery

vl a0t

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer .

GALLIANO - Screnﬁsts are wamng-
to see if saltwater marsh plants in the

2 U000 8 52 N O e

" Barataria and Terrebonne basin§
: affected by last year’s die-off will recov;_
_er. :

In- the meantime, researchers have
been working to ensure a steady sugf -
ply of seeds for replanting the area. %

“The dying marsh covers such 3 .

hugé area that.we're searching for a
method we could use to apply seeds ta
a huge area in a short period of time,”

'said Kerry St. Pe’, director of the

Barataria- ’I‘errebonne _National.
Estuary Program.

- Gary Fine, manager of the USD.A
Natural. . Resources -Conservation
Service’s  (NRCS) Plant Materials
Center in’ Golden Meadow, said the
seeds will have to be spread out from
the air.

~ See MARSH 9A

this year,. given the severity
marsh die-Gff, said-Rachel €

years. - .
. Anna Brand, a Delta member, said
the team was anxious to participate.

“This year we had a younger group

eager tO get down in the marsh and do.
the plantmg to do something for the:
coast,” said Brand.

For ArneriCorps ori the Bayou mem—
bers, the project was an extension of
the plantings. the group has already
conducted. .

After the plants are transplanted
staff at the Plant Materials Center will
use them to produce seeds for replant-

ing selected restoration sites in the

two basins.

Researchers are using different vari-
eties of the grassand hoping for higher
production levels.

“This is in the early stages, but this
work is very important for us,” said
Fine. “If we develop this technology,
thls wxll really allow the coastal

A

- those sedlments_together They‘rerl.

N ,

over small. sectlons of affected areas, |

"said from:hi§ observatlons the prog—

nosis does look not good. " - !

“What I saw I would put in the caie-
gory of ‘alarming,” ” he said. “There -
are still wide-open areas-of open mud
flats, which are -of: high concern ;
because there are.no-plants to :holc

very vulnerable.”
Those areas cotld’ e transformed ;
into open water by storms.
_“Once that happens, there’s very lit-
tle that can be doné to bring them '
back,” said St. Pe'. S
Several remediation . pro;ects have
already begun, including NRCS’s aeri-
al apphcabons of smooth cordgrass
seeds in sites in Lafourche Parish
- Projects trying to determine the
cduses of the die-off and recovery
natential will heoin shortly.
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Estuary program gets award

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

A local organization was among the recipients this year of
the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana’s Coastal
Stewardship awards.

The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program in
Thibodaux, along with the U.S. Geological Survey’s
(USGS) National Wetlands Research Center in Lafayette
and the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and
Restoration Act (CWPPRA), received the Coalition’s 2001
media award Friday at the Howard Johnson’s in Thibodaux.

For six years, the coalition, a non-profit organization
dedicated to the stewardship of the Mississippi River delta
and its neighboring Chenier plain, has honored people and
organizations for promoting awareness of coastal concerns
and addressing those concerns.

“Something that gives us hope is the people that we honor
tonight and the commitments they’ve made (in) taking
responsibility for that which is all our responsibility,” said
Mark Davis, executive director of the coalition.

BTNEP, USGS and CWPPRA received recognition Friday
for producing “Explore Coastal Louisiana,” an interactive
CD-ROM bringing the Cajun Boudreaux into the 21st

. century.

Using the program, students can navigate through
Boudreaux’s swamp camp, accessing video clips, maps,
quizzes and other educational resources along the way to
learn about Louisiana’s coastal wetlands and its native
species. A companion teacher’s guide is also available.

Last year, 12,000 copies have been distributed in Louisiana

and at least 4,000 to educators attending the National
Science Teachers Conference.

4/30/01
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Other award winners at Friday’s banquet include: S~

-- Ben Taylor, Citizen/Advocate Award, for advocating
improved sewerage systems in areas surrounding
Tangipahoa River, Lake Maurepas and Lake Pontchartrain
to improve the health of those water bodies and organizing
Swamp Sweep, a litter abatement effort in area wetlands.
Within the last two years, 10.5 tons of refuse has been

TAOATYIN o
removed from the area.

-- Jefferson Parish, Organization Award, for the Jefferson
Parish Christmas Tree Marsh Restoration, which has used
more than 500,000 recycled trees since 1990 to curb land

loss in 100 acres of wetlands.

-~ Mark Ford, Bren Haase and Bryan Piazza, Educator
Award, for Louisiana Blues on Sinking Ground at Capitol
High in Baton Rouge. Educators designed a 15-week
course on coastal wetlands and instructed students on 10
ecological topics. Students also had to maintain their own
wetlands — tanks filled with dirt — and observed those
wetlands as they treated them with various stressors.

-- Joseph Madere, Distinguished Achievement, for his part
in developing and managing the Bayou Sauvage National
Wildlife Refuge, thought to be the only urban wildlife
refuge in the United States.

“Everything we’re proud of in our communities started off
as ideas,” said Davis. “These are things that don’t come
from an agency or a program, but by people making them
happen.”

“Exploring Coastal Louisiana” is available through
www.lacoast.gov.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina.gaudet(@dailycomet.com.
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FT: The sunken
inds in Barataria
y continue to pro-
se big trout.

3HT: Tom Dunne and
pt. Paul Titus pore
:r an old map aof
rataria Bay,

:

- all claimed by an

A multitude of islands and

‘reefs no longer above the
‘'waterline are now magnets for

fish that roam Barataria B @y,
By AL ROGERS

# 1 somber tones usual-
ly saved for eulogies

and concession

speeches, Paul Titus read

the names of a few of the

victims. Not people, but

marsh and mangrove-

infested islands, coves,

points, reefs and flats —

encroaching sea.
These areas were the
key components in the

~ Barataria Estuary. The -

endless structure and
grass-filled marshes

- gave protection to

the youngest of marine species.
Titus, a former New Orleans Police
Department captain and GPS specialist, stood before a -
United States Geological Survey aerial map, circa 1927, hfted a black

marker and began crossing off the names.
l:or_llmu'ed
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1856 Barataria and Terrehonne Estuaries

Projected 2030 Barataria and -Te;ll'r‘evb‘onne
Estuaries = . =

“Independence Island,
Samrday Island, Bird Island,
Crane Island — all gone,” Tits
said over sharp squeaks of the
big felt pen. “There’s nothing
there. Nothing. Manquant
Island — gone. Tresor Island
— gone. Pavillon Island — all
gone.”

He then tossed several other

names into the “almost-gone™
file. They included some of the
most legendary fishing areas in
Southeast Louisiana, such as
the Shell Islands, the Cat
Islands, Big Isle, St. Mary’s
Point and the extremities of
Mendicant Island. The damage
that these and other areas have
sustained has been likened to

_ that of an atomic bomb.

The vintage maps that were
carefully laid out clearly illus-
trated a disturbing trend.

Titus cited a few examples.
In the mid 1970s, a consider-
able land mass known as Grand
Island (not the fishing village
and home of the tarpon rodeo)
separated Barataria and Cat

bays. Some of the old-timers
and veteran anglers who fre-
quented this area describe the
fall of ‘Grand Island as if they
were discussing the death of an
old friend. '
Once several miles long, this
Cat Bay island eroded gradual-
ly until about 1975, when the
bottom literally seemed to fali
out. By 1978, strong winds an”’

tides cut a tiny gap through th ™
middle of the istand, During the. -

next 20 years, the gap widened,
and the ]Jand mass continued to
collapse into the bay.

The island, now known as
Grand Isle Point, has been
reduced by nearly 75 percent of
its 1975 size.

Barataria Bay has many
other similar tales. Crane
Island, which used to lie just to
the east of Grand Isle Point, has
also gone down. And the more
than two dozen islands that
comprised the Cat Island chain
in 1977 have been reduced to -
five small islands of grass, mud
‘and.shell just north of Four
Bayou Pass. The few that
remain seem to shrink with
each passing day and each
passing tide.

Big Island, nestled between
Barataria Bay and Bay Batiste,
is now little more than a crue’
misnomer. Less than 10 years _ /
ago, there was a lagoon nearly\ __ -
a quarter-mile across at the cen-

c inued
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~—nlace for anglers to get out

Bai?ﬁgria Bay
K9

ter of Big Isle. Xt was a sanc-
tuary for baitfish, and a

“ the wind and catch

nooling redfish and trout
on high tides. Today, the
entire southern end of the
island is gone — the lagoon
is now part of the bay, and
Big Isle is not so big any-
more.

Titus recalled a fishing
trip he went on almost 30
vears ago at the southeastern -
end of Barataria Bay. At that
time, the area was composed
of a system of water bodies
that included Barataria Bay,
Cat Bay and Bay Ronquille
to the east. On the south,
shieided from the Gulf by
East Grand Terre Island, was
Bay Melville and Bay Dispute.

“We had put so many fish on
the boat that day, it was unbe-
lievable,” Titus said. *“We had
literally loaded it down with
speckled trout, white trout and

" aunder.”

But it was something else
that happened on that summer
day in 1972 that stands out in
his mind even more. Titus
stood on the Grand Terre side
of Bay Dispute as he watched a
single wave from the Gulf
break through the tiny barrier

Photo by TONY TAYLOR
Much of the man-made structure in the bay is still visible, but there are natural reefs
all over that used to be parts of islands.

of marsh. When it broke, thou-
sands of baitfish escaped into

‘the Gulf. He remembers the

feeling he got in his throat.

One angler who remembers
Barataria Bay even further back
is New Orleans native Blaine
Kern St

Kermn, also known as *“Mr.
Mardi Gras,” began fishing
the area with his father Roy
Kemn in the mad 1940s. He
still owns two.camps on
Four Bayou Pass, and has
spent so much time there
that he has become sort of a
fixrure on Barataria Bay.
~ After travelling around
the world three times, Kern
says there’s no place that
he’d rather be than Barataria
j Bay.

“It’s just so peaceful out
there,” Kern said. “There are:
. times out there when the
stars will glow so bright, it
is amazing. It's been like
that for as long as I can
remember.”

But the changes on the sur-
face, Kern said, have been
astounding. Kern recalls mas-
sive marsh areas and an exten-
sive systen of bayous in many
parts of the bay. The area that
stands out in his mind the most
is a small camp community in

.the southeastern part of the bay

near Bay Ronquilles sdll known
as LaRocca’s.

“I had a camp there with Dr.
Henry LaRocca,” Kern said. “1
remember a lot of land. There
were fig trees and mangroves,
natural oyster reefs.”

Kern said he would fill ham-
pers up with fish, using only
hand lines off the dock. He also
remembers watching in awe at
the big tarpon rolling on the
surface 1n the bay.

Capt. Phil Robichaux of
Lafitte has similar feelings
about Barataria Bay. Robichaux
still believes Barataria Bay is
the perfect interior estuary sys-
tem for speckled trout. redfish
and flounder. He says it has all
of the vital elements — marsh
banks and bayou systems to the
north, an abundance of oil and
gas platforms throughout the
bay, grass islands, sandy flats,
and several major, coastal pass-
es to the south.

_But in the little more than a
decade that Robicheaux has
been tishing the bay. he said he
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has seen enough land loss to
last a lifetime. Not just in the
scope of the damage, biit the
accelerated rate that the land
had gone under.

“The areas we fish out there
don’t change year-to-year,” he
said. “They change month-to-
month. We lose part of it every
day.” .

In the early 1800s, the
expansive systermn of marsh
islands. coves and cuts in
Barataria Bay were dense
enough to provide cover for the

smuggling ships of Jean Lafitte,

the alleged pirate. For many
years, Lafitte evaded federal
lawmen (and taxes) as he
smuggled goods into the New
Orleans area for retail sale.

" Some conservationists
believe that it is only a matter
of time until the bay is gone,
and it will be called the Gulf of
Mexico.

Officials with the Barataria-
Temebonne National Estuary
Program say these concerns’are

“Everything is sinking so fast, I'd
never leave the dock without my
GPS. There’s so much change that
sometimes you can’t
recognize what's left of those islands

- _from one month to the next.”

well-founded. Losing more than
22 square miles a-year,
Barataria and Terrebonne bays
are two of the fastest-eroding
areas in the world. Each loses -
about 11 square miles a year —
the equivalent, officials say, of
a football field every 45 min-
utes.

Kerry St. Pe, 4 native of Port
Sulphur, spent much of his
childbood in an aluminum flat-
boat exploring Barataria Bay
from Lake Grande Escaille to

CAPT. MIKE KODRIN

the Cat Islands. St. Pe is acute-#
ly aware of the changes. Today,
as director of the estuary pro-
gram, those losses are particu-
larly hard for-him to accept.
“That's where I grew up in

‘the 1950s 4nd 1960s.” he said.

“Today, I don’t recognize the
place. I couldn’t navigate my
way through it if I had to.”
Capt. Mike Kodrin. also a
native of Port Sulphur, agrees.
He remembers a time not long
ago when all you needed was a

compass to navigate from the
upper reaches of Bay Batiste
west to- St- Mary’s Point, south

to Queen Bess Island, and back

“east to the Freeport Sulphur

Mines in Lake Grande Escailte.
Today, he said, is a completely
different story.

“Everything is sinking so
fast, I'd never leave the dock
without my GPS,” Kodrin said. -
“There’s so much change that
sometimes you can't recognize
what’s left of those islands
from one month to the next.”

Almost everyone here agrees
that a GPS may soon be neces-
sary for anyone who fishes
Barataria Bay. N4

That’s where Tigqas and his . .
associate, Tom Dunne, come in.
They don’t see the sunken areas
as gone forever, but as hidden
treasures. '

Although these islands and
reefs are no longer visible,
these areas are still havens to
fish. The key is finding these
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places, and new technologies in
GPS systems, maps and marine
electronics have made it easier

for everyone.

When Titus and Dunne real-
ized that erosion would eventu-
ally affect anglers in every
coastal area of the state, they
went to work. Their plan was to
create maps that would high-
light underwater features, par-
ticularly the areas in regions
that have recently gone under.

They could refer to a wealth
of material from the archives of
the New Orleans Map
Company, which was founded
in 1926 by Dunne’s grandfa-
ther, William E. Boesch.

Berween Dunne’s maps and
Titus’ extensive knowledge of

. the GPS, the maps would give
:oordinates for many of the old
aces that could not be found
with only a keen eye and a fair
sense of direction. _

When researching for their
first Hidden Treasure map,.the
pair referred to old maps dating
back to the late-1920s. After
several months of painstakingly
comparing and etching each
change by hand, their first map
was produced — the Hidden

_Treasures of Black Bay.

Shorty afterward was the
Hidden Treasures of the.
Mississippi River Gulf QOutlet
to Mitchell Key; their. third is
the Hidden Treasures of
Barataria Bay. i

But unlike their two previousv
maps, Dunne and Titus faced
some unexpected challeriges
with the Baratatia Bay series.

Photo by ANDY CRAWFORD

The marsh islands that remain in ﬁarataria Bay still produce fish, but they

are well-known and heavily pressured.

““Our first reaction when we
started to compare the old
(maps) with the new maps was,
“Where has all the land gone?”
Dunne said. “There used to be
50 many more features on the
surface in Barataria. Those
places are still there — they're
just underwater.”

Starting at the north end of
the map in the upper reaches of
Barataria Bay, the map indi-

cates the vast changes that have
occurred to St. Mary’s Point. At
GPS coordinates 29 25.665N
and 89 56.426W the map con-
trasts the position of the penin-
sula some SO years ago, with
the current point much farther -
inland. While the point once
extended nearly a mile out into
Barataria Bay, it is now a pro-
ductive underwater reef.

The map also shows sunken

areas in Mud Lake, Bay Jimmy
and Bay Batiste, including the
former Fish Island, la Tache
Island and the Tresor Islands
(29 25.415N and 89 51.858W)
and (29 25 105N and 89

1 4 ARy
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To the south, Hidden
Treasures maps out Big Isle (29
24.735N and 89 52.730W) and
Grand Isle Point (29 22.430N
and 89 34.070W), as well as
two coordinates that indicate a
massive depression (29
22.124N and 89 56.673W on

-the east end and 29 22.344N

and 89 55.162W on the west
end) in the middle of Barataria
Bay. .

Some of the other sunken
islands in the middle of the bay
include Manquant Isiand (29
23.708N and 89 51.068W),
Crane Island (29 22.967N and
89 52.643W) and Isle deJour,"
along with several oyster reefs
south of Grand Isle Point.

Other areas that have seen
sienificant land loss are the
Cutlass Islands in the extreme
eastern part of Barataria, the
Hook Islands east of Bay
Ronquille and the Isle des
Bateaues just north of Bay
Melville. It also shows two oil-
field canals above Melville and
Bay Dispute, which likely con-
tributed to the demise of the
areas surrounding these two
bays.

To the east, Independence
Island (29 18.615N and 89
36.172W) 1s shown as a tiny
shoal east of Queen Bess Island

cogtjhued
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in southwestern Barataria Bay.
Other prime areas include
Bassa Bassa (29 21.634N and
‘89 59.413W) and some former
islands including Bird Reef,
Shell Reef, Boundary Reef,
Pelican Island, Beauregard
Island. as well as several plat-
forms south of El Cid.

On the western end of
Barartaria Bay is Manila Village

(29 25.668N and 89 38.600W),

as well as the site of the old
Manila: Village platform, Plat
Istands in Hackberry Bay and
the islands in West Champagne
Bay. In Caminada Bay, the
Hidden Treasures map shows
the former Enc Island, Andre

“We’'ll head out there in the late

spring and summer. But June is

probably the best month to fish
Barataria Bay.”

Island and Porte Island..

- Robichaux explained that
there are three basic habitats
that_you have to master to.be
successful in Barataria Bay —
islands, platforms and oyster.
reefs. All will hold speckied
trout, and this month, he said, is
prime time.

CAPT. PHIL ROBICHAUX

“We'll head out there in the
late spring and summer, starting
in about mid-April,”
Robicheaux said. “But June is.
probably the best month to fish
Barataria Bay.”

The Cat Islands, one of the
most popular areas in Barataria
Bay, can be found in the south-
eastern part of the bay. With the
diminishing land masses in
Baraia.n'a, it is often difficult to
define the boundaries of the
smaller bays and lakes nearby.
The few islands that are left are
concentrated just north of Bay
Ronquille and extend to the
west to Grand Isle Point. The
islands will run northward to
Big Isle.

Many of the guides in this
area will hop from island'to .
island. working the grass lines.
cuts and pockets with plastics
and topwater plugs.

. “I'm not sure, but Ithink
there are about five islands left
in the chain,” Robichaux said.
“I don’t even know the names
of them. But we fish them all
guite a bit.”

Opinions and technigues on
fishing the Cat Islands will vary.
depending on who you talk to.
Robicheaux prefers an incoming
tide. with a range between .8
and 1.2 feet. Any sustained
winds in this open water will
stain it quickly. His theory is
that an incoming tide brings

clean water, higher salinities and

baitfish in from the nearby
major passes of the Gulif.

Also, an incoming tide tends
to concentrate the baitfish to the
points and cuts along these
islands. And where there are
baitfish, Robichaux said, preda-
tors will not be far behind. The
structure of the point attracts

baitfish by attracting food in

the form of tiny organisms and
crustaceans. The points alsc
provide trout with an ambus,
spot. N

“When there’s very little or
no tide, the baitfish are going to
be scattered,” Robichaux said.
“But when you see a school of
mullet around one of those
points on the islands, nine out
of 10 times there's going to be
trout underneath them.”
Robichaux runs the island
shorelines on his trolling motor.
But he's not afraid to ease the
anchor out when he locates a
school of fish.

His best advice in good to
fair water conditions is to locate
the schools by tight-lining plas-
tics and moving frequently. On
slower days, Robichaux may
pick up two or three fish in one
area, and then he will move on.
catching two or three more.

" However, there are days when

he may limit out in one stop
For most anglers, Whethcx\r/
they are motoring in from

_ Lafitte, Grand Isle or Port
" Sulphur. the Cat Islands are

about a 20- to 30-mile run out.

Because anglers are often
forced to fish in less-than-per-
fect water conditions, making
your baits more visible to the
fish is one option.

“There are times when a
trout will prefer a vertical bait
to a horizontal-running bait,”
Robichaux said. “T"ve see it
happen before. And as much as
I don't like fishing with pop-
ping corks, I'll do it if it
works.”

Speckled trout are attracted
to the sight and sound of the
popping cork. Ia stained water,
Robichaux suggests shortening
your leader from the standard
16 to 18 inches to one as short
as 8 inches. This will put the
bait in closer proximity to the
trout’s mouth, increasing yot.
chances of a strike.

He prefers “slightly cloudy”
water over gin-clear conditions.

continued
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Robichaux’s favorite plastics
are H&H cocahoes in a mult-
tude of colors, including glow,
smoke/chartreuse, purple with
glitter/white tail, avocado/red
flake and the old standard white
beetles that he says are greatin
any kind of water conditions.

Fishing the platforms pres-
ents a whole new gambit of
challenges. babitat and condi-
tions, Barataria Bay is filled
with ot} and gas platforms from
Mud Lake to Bay Batiste and
south to Grand Terre.

June is a great month to tar-
get big trout around these shal-
low-water structures.

“A lot of people think you
need to be at a big platform to
catch fish,” he said. “Not s0.”

Anglers may want to tie off
or anchor, using the wind, tides
and baitfish to their advantage.
Robichaux said to concentrate -
on schools of baitfish, jigging
or bouncing plastics off the
shell-pad bottoms of these
structures to catch larger trout.

One trick that Robichaux has
learned over the years is to fish
the platforms that have lights
— even in the daytime.

“This is a good rule of

Y

‘thumb. The platforms with

lights are going to attract the
fish at night,” Robichdux said.
“These fish'are going to be
already familiar with the area,
and will likely set up shop there
in the daytime.”

The other major habitat to
master in Barataria 1is the oyster
reefs that. like the platforms.
are literally scattered from one
end of the bay to the other.

Finding schools of birds
working over the reefs is one .
method. but another 1s simply
cutting vour outboard and dnft-
ing across the reefs. bouncing
or jigging a plasuc over the
oyster shells.

Titus and Dunne realize that
the surface structure on
Barataria Bay will be gone one
day. but they say they will be
on the water with their maps
and GPS. bringing up the hid-
den treasures of Barataria Bay. = j
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Scientists watch for any recovery in marsh die-off

By MATINA A GAUDET NYT Regional Newspapers

April 25, 2001
Email this story.

GALLIANO - Scientists are watching to see if saltwater marsh plants
in the Barataria and Terrebonne basins affected by last year's die-off
will recover.

in the meantime, researchers have been working to ensure a steady

g  supply of seeds for replanting the area.

"The dying marsh covers such a huge area that we’re searching for a

- method we couid use to apply seeds to a huge area in a short period of

time," said Kerry St. Pé, director of the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program.

Gary Fine, manager of the U.S.D.A. Natural Resources Conservation
Service’s Plant Materials Center in Golden Meadow, said the seeds will
have to be spread from the air.

"Most plants are taken out intc the marsh and hand-planted,” said Fine.
"it's very labor intensive. We're trying to produce enough seeds to be
able to fly back over the marsh to plant an acre in a few seconds.”

More than 260,000 acres of srﬁooth cordgrass have been affected so
far by a die-off last summer and fall, with about 17,000 acres already
transformed into mud flats with little vegetation.

The Plant Materials Center and Louisiana State University are currently
working to produce a large supply of seeds for replanting affected areas
and to determine the potential for recovery.

Plant Materials Center staff. Delta Service Corps South East Team and
AmeriCorps on the Bayou members were out Tuesday transplanting
smooth cordgrass — the most prevalent saltwater marsh grass and
hardest-hit last year — into a three-acre pond. Three acres were planted
last year also.
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De&a tearn members decided to make this project the organizétion s
signature project this year, given the severity of the marsh die-off, said
Rache! Somers, a member.

"l wanted io get my team more aware of and intimately involved with
coastal erosion and to help if they could," said Samers, who has been
working with B~-TNEP for the past two years.

- Anna Brand, a Delta member, said the team was anxious to participate.

"This year we had a younger group sager to get down in the marsh and
do the pianting to do something for the coast,” said Brand.

For AmeriCorps on the Bayou members, the project was an extension
of the piantings the group has already conducted.

After the plants are transplanted, staff at the Plant Materials Center will
use them to produce seeds for replanting selected sites in the two
basins.

Researchers are using different varieties of the cordgrass and hoping
for higher production levels.

"This is in the early stages, but this work is very important for us,” said
Fine. "if we develop this technology, this will reaiiy allow the coastal
restoration effort to expand.”

Plants caollected from stressed areas and brought {o the Plant Materials
Center also will be replanted in stressed areas o determine whether the
conditions that caused the die-off last year are present this year.

Scientists still don't know whether the affected areas will recover.

St. Pé, after having recently flown over small sections of affected areas,
said from his observations, the prognosis does look not good.

"What | saw | would put in the category of ‘alarming,’ " he said. "There
are still wide-open areas of open mud flats, which are of high concem
because there are no plants to hold those sediments together. They're
very viuinerable."

Those areas could be transformed into open water by storms.

"Once that happens, there’s very little that can be done to bring them
back," said St. Pé.

Several remediation projects have already begun, including NRCS's
aerial applicafions of smooth cordgrass seeds in sites in Lafourche
Parish.

Projects trying to determine the causes of the die-off and recovery
patential will begin shortly.




April 20—22: BIRDWATCHING:
Grand Isle Migratory Bird
Celebration, Grand Isle, La.—For
many migrants, the litte sliver ol fand
known as Grand Isle represents the first
patch of dry land upon which o rest a -
weary wing after crossing hundreds ol
miles of apen sca. To celebrate the
stgnificance of this, the Grand lsle
Sanctuary Group will host a Migratory
Bird Celebration. Birdwatchers, Grand

Isle residents and others with a salt spot
jor wild birds are invited to heip celebraie
rccent cfforts to protect habitat lor
migratory birds on Grand Islc.
Throughout the weekend, tours will
visit the best places for birdwatching on
the island. Speakers and ficld trip lcaders
will help partictpants to appreciate fully
the amazing Spring migration cvent,
Special events begin an Friday cvening
with "Gardening for Birds,” a slide
presentation by Bill Fontenot. Other
highlights include:
® On Saturday, lwo birdwatching tours
begin the day at Fouchon Road (la.

- - - - y——— e oy— - ——

Flighways | and 3090) For lamilies with
children and newcomers, The Naune
Conscrvancy of Louisiara will lead tours
of Lalitte Woeds Preserve at 9:30 am and
2 pm. Additional tours will be repeated
morning and alternoon.

e "Planting for Birds” tours will show
participants how Lo attract birds to their
own backyards.

-e Lale aftcrnoon, those interested in

shorchirds will be treated to a tour
designed to clarify how to identity Crand
tsle's many shorebirds.
* (On Sunday a boat wour of Barataria Bay
will bring you to Quecen Bess Island to
view nesting pelicans (Cost: $10 donation
Lo the Sanctuary Fund).

For a brochure, inlormation, or to

sign up for lours, call the Barataria
Terrebonne Estuary Foundation at (877)

378-8279 or visil wwwhincporg £
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elected its full slate of 2000-2001 officers.
Foundation officers for the coming year are:

IPresident Earl Melancon Jr., professor of biology at
Nicholls State University.

IFirst Vice President Claire Creppel, owner of Columns
Hotel.

1Second Vice President Lynn Schonberg, a Metairie
consultant.

ISecretary/Treasurer Vince Cottone, a Texaco
environmental specialist.

Board members serve two terms and volunteer their time
and effort to foundation projects such as La Fete d’Ecologie
and the Grand Isle Migratory Bird Celebration.

For more information on the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary
Foundation or to volunteer call 447-8092.

Go to the top of the page
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May 29, 2001 Foundation elects officers
(504) 487613 From staff reports
H The Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation recently re-
Home elected six of seven board members to guide it during the
News coming year.
Sports
Commentary The foundation’s primary purpose is to aid the Barataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary Program in implementing its
Obituaries Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan.
Classified :
Auto The practice of re-electing board members is not an
Employment uncommon one for the organization.
Real estate The experience board members gain serving the
Weather organization helps it, said Administrator Cullen Curole. \_/
ur Area
wontact Us Filling the seventh spot on the board is Donaldsonville
Local Links resident and former Mayor Harold Capello, who has been
mvolved in community efforts including the Donaldsonville
ubscribe Heritage Museum, the Sunshine Festival and the
S - Donaldsonville Chamber of Commerce.
NY Times
Capello replaces Houma environmental manager Pat
Bergeron of ES&H, who stepped down after two years on
the board.
“When vacancies occur, we look to fill them with dedicated
individuals from all parts of the estuary,” said Donna
Lombardo, a Foundation board member from St. Charles
Parish. “Mr. Capello is our first board member from
Ascension Parish. With the Bayou Lafourche Initiative, his
knowledge of the northern Bayou Lafourche community
will be important.”
The Bayou Lafourche Initiative is a plan for highlighting
the historical, cultural and environmental aspects of the
waterway by having individuals and organizations along the
bayou working together. Once the plan is established on L

Bayou Lafourche, organizers are hoping to extend it to
other waterways within the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary.

At its quarterly meeting, the foundation’s board also re-
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We want our children to be
scientifically literate citizens who
are concerned about their
environment, but how do we
develop this kind of citizen? Sea
Grant is striving to answer this
question by fostering programs
that encourage students to learn
abour their énvironment and o
become good stewards of our
coastal and marine resousces.

Louisiana Sea Grant’s most
recent marine education program
is the Coastal Ecosystem
Stewardship Project. Its purpose
is to provide students with
background information on

wetlands management issues, to
train them in basic water quality
monitoring methods, data
collection, and manipulation, and
to give them the opportunity to
participate in a restoration projéct
related to the basin in which their
water quality monitoring project

is taking place.

The project began with a
request from a high schoel
teacher, Linda Messina of
St. Joseph’s Academy, Baton
Rouge, who wanted a “real-woild”
project that her biology students
could participate in. In October
1999, 30 of Messina’s students

attended a half-day workshop,
at which scientists from the LSU
Coastal Fisheries Institute, Sea
Grant marine extension agents
from the Louisiana Cooperative
Extension Service, and speakers -
from Alligator Bayou Tours and
the Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation gave presentations
on various aspects of wetlands
history, management, and
stewardship. The students then
participated in a half-day water
quality training workshop at
Alligaror Bayou where they
learned and practiced the
procedures for collecting water
quality information. _
Messina’s students are still
collecting water quality data
every other weekend and have
trained other students in the
Biology I classes at St. Joseph's
Academy to participate in the
project also. Messina has also
enrolled them in the Lake
Pontchartrain Basin Water Watch
Program, where the data they
collect on Alligator Bayou is

entered into a large water quality

ENCC

uisiana Sea Grant

rine Education Coordinator




Louisiana Sea Grant’s Coastal Ecosystem Stewardship Project

database. In the culmination of
the Coastal Ecosystem
Stewardship Project, students
planted cypress seedlings
donated to the project by the
Louisiana Plantsmen Nursery
(Baron Rouge) and the
Louisiana Department of
Agriculture and Forestry.

This teacher’s initial request
for a hands-on experience in the
real world has had wonderful
results. For instance, three
science fair projects based on
dara collected from the Coastal
Ecosystem Restoration Project
won first, second, and third
places at the Louisiana Regional
(Capiral District) Science Fair.
In July 2000, Messina and:
several of her students assisted
in mentoring students through
water quality training at the
Louisiana Youth Environrnental
Sumumit, held at Chicot State
Park. In October, St. Joseph’s
students will sponsor an exhibit

at LSU-Louisiana Sea Grant’s
Ocean Commotion. Plans are
being made to rework the Coastal
Ecosystem Restoration Project so
that students can do water
quality testing with both wet
chemistry and graphing
calculators and probes.

Well on its way toward
implementation is a project in
which students learn to grow

their own cypress trees and other
coastal plants to use in

restoration projects. Louisiana
Sea Grant, in collaboration with
the Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program
(BTNEP) and the Louisiana
Cooperative Extension Service,
will establish six seedling
nurseries at schools within the
BTNEP region. This program
will be called appropriately,
Coastal Roots. In a separate
effort, Messina has already
obtained grant funds from the
Lake Pontchartrain Basin
Foundation to begin a cypress
seedling nursery for her students

at St. Josephs. <2
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Foundation holds weekend drive

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

The Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation will be trying
to drum up new support this weekend.

The non-profit organization’s annual membership drive
meeting will be held Saturday from 10 a.m. to noon.

The meeting will take place in the Plantation Room in the
Donald G. Bollinger Memorial Student Union at Nicholls
State University.

“Our members are basically our best source of volunteers

for our projects,” said foundation Administrator Cullen o
Curole. “They are an elite group of people who are \'\—/ :
challenged to become stewards and make a difference in
their estuary.”

Created in 1995, the foundation aids the Barataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary Program in implementing its
Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan.

Although Curole said he was pleased with last year’s
membership drive, with several new members also coming
on board at the year’s end, he hopes the foundation will see
its membership rise to 300 by the year’s end.

A second membership drive will be conducted around the
time of La Fete d’Ecologie, the area’s annual ecology
festival, which the foundation — with the help of sponsors —
organizes each year.

This year’s festival falls on Sept. 29.

Another annual project the foundation takes part in is the
Grand Isle Migratory :
Bird Celebration, which wrapped up late last month. V<

Prospective members will have the opportunity to learn
more about these and

other foundation projects Saturday, as well as ways they can
participate.



e

“Saturday we’re going to review the projects that we’ve
been working on, including the festival and the Migratory
Bird Celebration, and other efforts we will be involved in,”
said Curole. “We’re going to describe the organization to
newcomers who might not be familiar with where we are
and how we got there.”

The public will also be given the opportunity to meet with
staff and board members, preview the foundation’s strategic
plan and voice opinions about foundation projects.

“We’re going to solicit everyone’s participation with regard
to what we’ve been doing in the community and what
things we might be able to do better,” Curole said.

On Monday, new board members and officers will be

elected. That meeting will take place in Luling at the West
St. Charles Parish Library.

For more information, contact the foundation at 447-8092.
Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She

can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina. equdet@dailvcomet.com.
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Alliance could help people, environs

By Katina A. Gaudet

(QPpres TT/Z..'Z,,...
LYy rrriiers

Fostering collaboration between public agencies can work
to benefit people and the environment.

With this in mind, representatives of the Federal
Management Emergency Agency (FEMA) and several of
the national estuary programs throughout the Gulf states
gathered in Thibodaux Tuesday, searching for ways to
improve coastal environments and reduce vulnerability to
flooding.

The discussions are part of a three-day workshop sponsored
by the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program.

Local governments and other agencies can implement
mitigation programs using federal funds such as:

1The National Flood Insurance Program, helping people
purchase insurance from floods or flood-related erosion.

1The Flood Mitigation Assistance, which tries to reduce the

risk of flood damage to insured structures. The cost-share
agreement is 75 percent federal and 25 percent non-federal,
12.5 percent of which can be in-kind work, Projects can
include acquisition, elevation or relocation of insured

property.

IThe Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, which helps
implement hazard mitigation measures after disaster is
declared.

“When an event happens, this money might become '
available, but communities should think about how to get it
and how to use it before that to make projects at the local
level more efficient,” said David Thomas, FEMA
mitigation directorate in Washington, D.C. The cost-share
agreement is 75 percent federal and 25 percent non-federal.

Using these and other FEMA programs can help the
nation’s estuary programs address many of their individual
action plans, said Rod Emmer, a Louisiana FEMA

h Y A I S R S o Lo Tk T SN
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representative.

Reducing development in flood-prone areas through “buy
outs” can contribute to public safety and the restoration of
coastal environments.

“Within the National Flood Insurance Program, we’re
looking to identify

floodways, which are areas normally next to water,” said
Emmer. “Those areas can serve as buffer strips.”

They would provide improved water quality and wiidlife
habitat, two issues national estuary programs seek to
address.

“This provides habitat because it simply provides open
space in a wetlands-type environment,” said Emmer. “It can
also establish a corridor between areas within an NEP so
that wildlife can move from one area to the next.”

Using floodplains as buffer zones can also help reduce non-
point source pollution and convert developed areas into
wetlands.

Tina Sanchez with the South Alabama Regional Planning

Comimission said her region has done well using FEMA N~
programs. Over the past few years, the City of Mobile has “
purchased more than 30 properties and is in the process of

buying out 16 more. Those properties can never be

developed again.

“What this is telling us is that the homeowners have such a
problem with flooding that they’ll take the 25 percent loss
on the home,” said Sanchez.

Project Impact is another FEMA program from which
communities can benefit, officials say, though that program
might not receive funding in 2002.

The program provides incentives and technical assistance to
communities so they can employ risk-reducing practices,
such as building at higher elevations, in long-range
community planning to better prepare for hurricanes and
other flood-related events.

“The communities that are taking the aggressive approaches
are the ones that are getting the grant dollars,” said Windell
Curole, chairman of the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program. “This is another angle where NEPs can
maybe get involved.”

\,1!_/’

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
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Continued from 1A
distributed in Louisiana and at least
4,000 to educators attending the
National Science Teachers
Conference.
Other award winners at Friday's
banquet include: .
eBen Taylor, Citizen/Advocate
Award, for advocating improved sew-
erage systems in areas surrounding
Tangipahoa River, Lake Maurepas and

. lake Pontchartrain to improve the

W TUCIDULL  L.alidiy,
Award, for the Jefferson Parish
Christmas Tree Marsh Restoration,
which has used more than 500,000
recycled trees since 1990 to curb land
loss in 100 acres of wetlands.

[T YV PN VI

®Marlk Ford, Bren Haase and Bryan
Piazza, Educator Award, for Louisiana
Blues on Sinking Ground at Capitol
High in Baton Rouge. Educators
designed a 15-week course on coastal
wetlands and instructed students on

ing and managing the Bayou Sauvage
National Wildlife Refuge, thought to
be the only urban wildlife refuge in the
United States.

“Everything we’re proud of in our
communities started off as ideas,” said
Davis. “These are things that don’t
come from an agency or a progra,
but by people making them happen.”

“Exploring Coastal Louisiana” is
available through www.lacoast.gov.

health of those water bodies and 10 ecological topies. Students also had Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for
organizing Swamp Sweep, a litter to maintain their own wetlands — tanks  the Daily Comel. She can be reached at
abatement effort in area wetlands. filled with dirt — and observed those 448-7614 or by e-mail  al
Within the last two years, 10.5 tons of ~ wetlands as they treated them with  katine.gaudet@dailycomet.com.
w .g,sh S ) b e S \ \ . \,“,.At
S28 ESURESIEL 28247l cigsy 2aSic REgEEfy |
B8 3LEISgRRE -eisil §ET9, Epdel 22tUREY
N ,a~adg o g 3.5 R w2 Be  § s S 2
£, LE7.9tsd gyEiplg SoEAL DUREE Degif. 8 &
. Ezs mmwmdmmmm 937Ee5d “mmmdemumm §§9°25% 3
- 87 asgagedis." 5. g8EoE, SE¥REG . - . 8
7 et 8o« R’ - oodadowy $ HEg 88w p08 B
E momszmmmgmmw maM@mmd EESE=2S <238 wmmwwmbm
& 8 mn. Gmeﬂm(zm §88g ¢S mmw.mmmm.mam.u ER>B ey 882 (%
- CEGES s = ) g8 9nga mhon.u_m SN Bod £ S bo SA"m.nu, -
4 m 258 ms..mm S5 §Y%gcehRE BeplLtP 9808 [EEwES4cv (4
& ,r..mo.D. 2oPAR 18 H Lg =8 y .ntt..W....W.m O - E o0P2E00d !
CE DL EErE NN ErLE P R LTy S RE
f 8RBT RS ES RS, v EEeS 28870 ,00 8T a8g0a>
df SRS SEEs athmm,nme&I_mo_.o Ce¥8e HBa88Foon |
e <HLEL S0 557 SR 828852208 Pp.nv;Be..m.m.m U.w Nggg 0
&3 P88 AECSESAEE T RESSREE 25088 P ES e mmwmum@u &

J
t

|

e
o
[ To]




Qyster reefs anchor of coastal ecosystem

State wetland managers discuss reef restoration

By MIKE DUNNE
. Advacate staff wnter

Oysters: not only taste.good, they i improve
water quality and reduce coastal erosion,
experts said Wednesday afternoon during a
meeting of the -Association of State Wetlands
. Managers.

In recent years, Louisiana and other states
have begun to restore oyster reéfs, which

‘“nave been called the cornerstone of the.

coastal ecosystem,” Megan LePreye of the
U.S. Geological Survey said during the meet-
ing at the Radisson Hotel. The ‘event con-
cludes today.

Reefs provide marine habitat, improve

water guality and help reduce erosion, she

said.
"The  Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary
Program, based in Thibodaux, is one group

- trying to encourage reef restoration and:im-

prove.conditions for oyster farming.
“Abeut 13 million pounds of oysters are
harvested each year at a docksxde harvest

-value of $20 million to $45 million,” said

Eddie Landrum of the Baratarla-Terx ebonne

" - Estuary program. .

“At least 1.1. uulhon Louisiana oysters are
eaten daily,” he said. |
Louisiana produced 42 percent of the

- nation’s oysters in 1998, he said. -
- LaPreye said -the reefs provxde feeding

grounds, nursing-grounds and refuge to fish
and other marine life. Research shows maore

than .79 fish species and 18 divisions of the .

animal kingdom called phyla use the typical

- oyster reef.

Oysters feed by filtering water for xmcro-

scopic organisms and-alse consume excess

nutrients in the water. “In one hour one oys-
ter can filter 24 liters of water, or about 6.3
gallons, LaPreye said.

Shell reefs can reduce wave erergy and
stabilize marsh edges. “A lot of people are
looking -at this as ways to protect marwh
edges,” LaPreye said,

Landrum said the real threat to oysters are

malfunctwnmg " sewer - systems and

Oyster

" Ferrebonne Estuary are closed toor

stormwater runof! f o
“Nearly half of the waters in the Barataria-
* hai-
vests at one time,” Landrum said. \__~
"There are 260 stormwater pump.  the
Bax ataria- 'I‘errebonne Estuary area,

- Landrum said. -

“We .are promotmg the 1ed1recnon of
stormwater discharge” into adjacent marsh-
es rather than in canals that shoat the water
straight out to where oyster reefs are often
located, Landrum said. The wetlands ‘will
use up the nutrients and filter the water
before it gets to oysters, nourishing the wet:
lands as well as protecting the shellfish.

Chesapeake Bay on the mid-Atiantic has z
similar story, but is already seeing some
success in restoring reefs, said Rich Takacs
a restoration coordinator for the Nationa:
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration ir
Annapolis, Md.

“Tt took-100-plus years to get to where we
are today and we are not going to restore It

_overnight,” he said.

EI See overn, Page 2B

- CONT]NUED FROM PAGE 1B

In places where oyster reefs and
bars have been restored, saibmerged
aquatic grasses — unporcant fish habi-
tat — are reappearing, Takacs said.

‘But while suctess means more oys-
ter reefs, it will also require balancing
cotfipeting™ intérests, . Takics said.
- Commercial fishermen- will want to

.hdrvest more, conservationists” lel.
want more -oyster reefs restored;as -
sanctuaries and off- limits to harvest—

ing by fishermen. .
When "people see the beneﬁts -of

restoring reefs, they usually support :
the ided of reef mtoratmn, JIhkacs;

said.
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FROM POINTE COUPEE TO THE GULF

A new place to see 1n our estuary

By ROD EMMER, Ph.D.

Raratariu-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation

In a previous column, ] described
several places where you could actu-
ally walk into the coastal wetlands.

* For many people who grew-up in a

city, these paths, boardwalks, canoe

* trails and boat trips offer a safe and
* informative way to see our beautiful
- coastal wetlands and barrier islands. |
i want to add one additional location to

visit, the Lafitte Woods Preserve and
associated lands on Grand Isle.

A birding site has been in the talk-
ing and wishing stage by several orga-
nizations, including the Orleans
Audubon Society. It all came together
in late 1998 when the Nature
Conservancy received approximately
10 wooded acres on Grand Isle from
B&G  Crane  Service.  The
Conservancy recently added three
acres of live oak and hackberry forest.
These woods serve as a vital refueling
stop for the colorful birds before and

after their long migration flights -

across the Gulf of Mexico.
Collectively, these 13 acres form Lhe
core of a several properties known as
the Grand Isle Birding Trail.

This Birding Trail will be part of a
larger trail through Barataria-
Terrehonne and later across
Louisiana. The project sponsorcd by
the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program with the help of
many partners will promote eco-
tourism. The Nature Conservancy
maintains a parking lot on La. }
between Coulon Rigaud Lane and
Grand Isle Parkway for visitors to the

Last year, volunteers from the Barataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary, the Nature
Conservancy, the Orleans Audubon Society, the
Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation and
others planted more than 5,000 trees on 10 acres
of the former Exxon Grand Isle camp.

Lafitte Woods Preserve.

The Nature Conservancy, in con-

junction  with the  Barataria-
Terrchonne  Nationd!  Estuary
Program, the Orleans Audubon

Society, Exxon-Mobile, local support-
ers such as B&G Crane Service Inc.
and the Grand Isle Port Commission,
are working to restore the natural live

oak and hackberry forest and will pro- -

vide habitat- for migratory songbirds.
For example, the Port Commission
has set aside 20 acres of marsh and
uplands for conservation and replanti-
ng trees and will be replanting trees
“for the birds.”

fast year, volunteers from the
Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary, the Nature Conservancy, the
Orleans Audubon, Society, the
Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary
Foundation and others planted more
than 5,000 trees on 10 acres of the for-
mer Exxon Grand Isle camp.

For information on the opportuni-
ties for birding on Grand Isle or on
visiting Lhe sites, contact Jean Landry
at the Nature Conservancy Office on
Graad Isle (504-787-2514), Richard
DeMay, Barataria-Terrebonne

National Estuary Program (800:259-°

0869), Kay Radlauer, Coalition to
Restore Coastal Louisiana (225-923-
1437), or the Barataria-Terrebonne
Estyary Foundation (877-378-8279).
It really is worth your time to visit
this beautiful barrier island habitat.

ESTUARY INFORMATION

I often hear peaple complaining
about not knowing what is happening
in the estuary or who to talk to about
coastal issues. Let me recommend
one source that should keep almost
everyone informed about what is hap-
pening in our estuary.

The Louisiana Department of
Natural Resources maintains a Web
site at http://dnr.state.la.us that has a

tremendous amount of information. -

The home page provides'an overview
of coastal related information that is
immediately accessible. For example,
if you need driving directions to the
Natural Resources building in Baton
Rouge, click on *“Topics” in the upper
left corner and open the line for direc-
tions. In this same grouping
(Resource Finder), if you open

“Natural Resources Links,” you can

visit the Web sites of other state agen-
cies and the federal agencies.

Local governments will want to-
keep up-to-date on the Coastal Impact °
Assistance Program hecause this pro-
gram makes money available for
coastal restoration projects.

DNR news releases and mformatJon
from the Office of Conservation,~
‘Mineral Resources and Coastal~

Management Division are available.

Through the Web Central, you can -
connect to the Office of Coastal-

- Restoration and Management and-

read the Coastlines newsletter or find
oul about coastal use permits, W

Teachers, students and kids have a*
section of the Web site designed -
specifically for them and has materi- .
als for their use. And finally, want to
know about energy, mineral leasing
or employment opportunities with the .

“department? Then visit the Web site ™

and see what is available. >
This is a great resource that will®
save you unbelievable blocks of time, -
effort and telephone calls, If you don't.s
have a computer or cannot reach the *
Internet, your local library has a com-
puter and Internet connectjon you can.
use. If you are unsure how to work on .
the Internet, the library can help you ;

‘navigate through this new system,

The Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program office
can be contacted at 447-8092,
(800) 2590868, ot P.O. Box
1336, Thibodaux, LA 70302, or
via e-matl at
sandra_k@deq.state.la. us.




America’s

aria-Terrebonne
Jational Estuary

.

By Deborah Schultz,

Formal Education Coordinator and

Kerry St. Pé, Program Director

here the bayous and rivers of Southeast Louisiana
meet the salty waters of the Gulf of Mexico lies

best-kept secret: the Barataria-

Terrebonne Estuary. The name itself is exotic,
with “Barataria” referring to the impenetrability

encountered by early explorers, and “Terrebonne” giving away the heavy French influence in
the naming of “the Good Earth.” This 4.2 million-acre land of vast marshes, swamps, and bay-
ous lies nestled between the mighty Mississippi and Atchafalaya Rivers, with the one-hundred
mile long Bayou Lafourche separating the Barataria and Terrebonne Basins. It is a land of
abundant wildlife, iilcludixlg' alligators, bald eagles, furbearers, waterfowl and other migrato-
ry and resident birds. It has for thousands of years been a hursery ground for fish and shell-
fish. It is currently home to “Cajuns,” Islenos, African Americans, Vietnamese, Germans,
French and a host of other groups who have formed a “gumibo culture” that has thrived on
the rich natural resources of this delta. It is also a land in peril, a unique and irreplﬁceable
corner of the world that is disappearing before our eyes.

What is the National Estuaiy Program?

The Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary is one of 28 estuaries nationwide that
have been deemed nationally significant and have come under the umbrel-
ia of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) National Estuary
Program (NEP). This innovative prograin recognizes that environmental
problems encountered in watersheds are intérconnected and cannot be
treated inisolation from the others; and that the most effective means.of
restoring degraded or threatened estuaries and their watersheds is to use a
holistic approach. This holistic approach utilizes the expertise of a wide
variety of individuals and experts when locking at seemingly separate envi-
ronmental problems. It also incorporates input from residents from all see-
tors of the watershed in creating and implementing 2 management plan for
the area. Decisions are made through consensus, meaning that discussion
takes place until a decision is reached that everyone can live with, Annual
funding for this program is provided by the EPA, and the indi-
,, vidual program is required to contribute a 25% state or
local ‘match. The Barataria-Terrebonne Naticnal
Estuary Program (BTNEP), located on the campus of
: Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, is adminis-
‘tered through the Louisiana Department of
Environmental Quality. The 25% match to the EPA
% grant is provided by the State of Louisiana General
Fund.

Problems of Barataria-
Tervebonne

In order to become a part of the NEP, a
. nominated area must be proven both nation-
S ally significant and threatened. Barataria-
 Terrebonne had no trouble proving either.

Page 12, Office of Environmental Services Issue
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Estuarine systems, where freshwater from laind meets and mixes with salty
ocean waters, are known to be among the most biologically productive sys-
tefs in the world, and Bardtaria-Terrebonne is no exception. Nearly one-
fifth of the nation’s estuarine-dependent fisheries, and thousands of resident
and migratory birds rely on the diverse habitats of Barataria-Terrebonne.
With substantial finfish; oysters, shrimp; and crabs, and annual commercial
fisheries landings of more than $220 million, these wetlands and bays are a
mecca for both commercial and recreational fishermen alike, and they help
to feed Louisiana and the nation. In addition, oil and gas-related industries
located in the basins provide billions of doliars to the nann s economy.
Agricultural activities, dominated by sugar
cane, are also extremely important to th
local economy.

The threats to this area are numerous; -
the foremost is land loss. The wetlands of
Barataria-Terrebonne are disappearing at a
rate of 25 square miles per year. That is equal
to a football-field-sized area every 45 minutes.
Unlike other regions, Barataria-Terrebonne’s wet-
lands are not being filled in, not developed, nor
paved over. They are subsiding and eroding into the
Gulf of Mexico. In order to understand this, one must
understand how this area was created.

Barataria-Terrebonne is a gift of the Mississippi
River. The Mississippi receives the drainage waters of
two-thirds of the United States and two Canadian
provinces. The "Big Muddy" has historically -carried her
cargo of water and sediment across the continent, and
upon reaching the shaliow continental shelf, she has dis-
persed her load. In the annual cycles of spring snow

\.\*—/4




melt, her northern tributaries would swell her load to uricontainable limits,
aird she would rush toward the Guif, spilling nutrieni=rich waters and rich
earth sediments over her banks, and across the land, layer by layer. Every
few thousand years, she would alter her course, taking a new route to the
sea, replenishing areas she had previously abandoned. That is what built
Barataria-Terrebonne. Human tampering with that dynamic and powerful
systern is what threatens to destioy it. )
. Withthe 1927 flood weighing heavily upon the minds of the nation, the
demand to ensure that rio such catastrophe would strike again was met by
the construction of hundreds of miles of levees. With that act, the “Mother
River” was confined to her banks, keeping South Louisiana safe in the short
term, but ultimately threatening to destroy that which we sought to save.
Without the natural cycle of flooding, we have sent the river's bed-ioad of
sediments, an average 200,000 metric tons annually, cascading off the edge
of the continental shelf, into deep ocean waters, rendering this building and
nourishing material uséless. Ironically, we have also made ourselves fright-
eningly vulnerable to destruction by flooding from gulf storms because as
our buffer of wetlands recedes, we receive ‘more of the undampened fury
of storm surges which are an ever-present threat from hurricanes.
Without the Mississippi's annual nourishment, our wetlands are sinking,
ubsiding into the gulf. We have.exacerbated the rate of demise by criss-

ssing our vast marshes with canals < both for navigation and dil explo- -

n. These wounds do not heal, but slowly enlarge from wave action,
‘ing salt water to intrude far into the system, and eventually converting
tuasshland to open water.

Barataria-Terrebonne is plagued with water quality problems as well,
with frequently high levels of herbicides, other pesticides, ftrients from
fertlizers and sewage, and sewage-related bacteria from poorly operating
or non-existent sewage treatment. These problems threaten fish populations
and public health, and require oyster beds to be closed to harvesting. Being
biessed with an abundance of oil and gas, we also have our share of acci-
dental oil spilis from the harvesting and transport of these resources.

These problems have resulted.in habitat degradation. This degradation,
as well as the introduction of exotic species, threatens our native and migra-
tory populations of fish and wildlife. When these resources are threatened,
the people of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary who haveé made a way of
life centered on wildlife resources, are threatened as well.

History of the Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estssary Program

After its admission into the NEP in 1990, the Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program was given five years to produce a management

1 plan,

called the Comprehensive
!

Conservation and Management Plan
(CCMP). This.was a very busy five-
year period in which hundreds of
people, representing not only federal,
state, and local government, but fish-

ermen, farmers, educators, scien-
tists, representatives from oil com-
panies and environmental groups
and many others came together
to form the governing body, or

BTNEP “Management
Conference”.  Comumittees

within this body oversaw

the identification of
seven Priority
Problems, and the

production of a
series of highly

technical reports that are still widely used by resource agencies and
rescarchers. This group. also oversaw the development of the CCMP man-
agement plan that was completed in 1996. This plan contains 51 separate
strategies called “Action Plans” that outline procedures for addressing the
seven Priority Problems and preserves and restores the unique culture of
the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary which evolved around the now threatenéd
resources. These 51 actions provide the framework for the projects the pro-
gram oversees, covering issues as diverse-as habitat management to water
quality to education and cultural preservation and sustiinable economic
deveiopment, Interwoven throughout these plans is an emphasis on coor-
dinated planning between agencies and individuals and the value of part-
nerships in effectively and efficiently making positive changes.

What bas been done to Implement the BINEP
Management Plan?

Because the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program is made up
of many partners, implementation 6f the management plan is not limited to
the Program Office; and in fact occurs in a variety of ways. Projects and
initiatives of established local, state and federal government programs that
have agreed to take on a lead role are one:-of the vehicles for Action Plan
implementation. Another avenue is through projects, often completed
through contracts, which are funded by the U.S. Environmental Protection

" Agency (EPA), guided by the Management Conference, and which the pro-

gram office staff in Thibodaux oversee. In addition, implementation occurs
through the efforts of individuals or groups who work either independent-
ly, or in cooperation with Program Office staff.

Land Loss

~ Three of the seven Priority Problems are mtncately linked to the issue
of wetland loss in the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary ~ hydrologic modifica-
tion, reduced sediment flows, and habitat loss/modification. A considerable
amount of energy from the regional natural resource community has been
allocated to these issues, and many Action Plans in the CCMP identify strate-
gies to address these problems.

One principle mechanism to address wetland loss is coastal restoration,
and includes activities.such 4s the effective use of dredged material, reveg-
etation, placement of Christmas tree structures, freshwater/sediment diver-
sions, and shorelin€é protection. These coastal restoration activities have
been applied w© interior marshes, bay and bayou shorelines, and barrier
islands. Many Barawria-Terrebonine partners, including the Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources and the Coastal Wetlands Planning,
Protection, and Restoration (CWPPRA) Task Force are involved in imple-
menting coastal restoration projects in the estuary. Thousands of acres of
wetlands and miles of bay and bayou shorelines have benefited from these
activities. Other efforts include Coast 2050, a collective effort among the

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources Coastal Zofie Management

Authority, the CWPPRA Task Force, and the Louisiana Wetland Conservation
and Restoration’ Authority. Using the multi-stakeholder approach first
proven in Louisiana by the BTNEP, the Coast 2050 plan for restoring
Louisiana’s entire coast was completed in 1999.

The BTNEP Program Office staff is currently working with representa-
tives from the EPA, the Govemor's Office of Coastal Activities, and other
members of the CWPPRA task force to investigate strategies for introducing
more fresh water into the Barataria and Terrebonne basins. 'With the recent
severe to moderate stressing of nearly 2/3 of the salt marsh in these basins,
the Estuary Program is being asked to fake a strong tole in convening work-
ing groups to respond to this emergency.

Individuals are also working to protect the estuary. The Houma-
Terrebonne Chamber of Commerce has sparked an initiative that has blos-
somed in South Louisiana. Project $.0.5 (S8ave Our Soil) is a broad part-

Continued on page 14
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nership of local organizations, teachers, principals and school children!
Using educational waterials produced primarily by BTNEP #nd the
Terrehonne Parish School Board, teachers were given the information need-
ed to inform and motivate students to action. This resulted in a massive les-
ter-writing campaign in which nearjy 40,000 letters were written over 2
three year period te President Glinton, Governor Foster, congressional lead-
érs, and major media outlets, fequesting national assistance with the-land
ioss problem in the Barawriz-Terrebonne Bstuary. This vear, Table News
Network (CNN) several of the participating schoois.

Another private effort is that of a nature-based tourism business in the
community of Marrero, whose stated mission is to preserve the Barataria
Terrebonne ecosystem.- My. Bill Quenan, of Cypress “Swamp Tours, provide
ali his boat captaing and ther employees, as well as the genefil public with
tiformation abott lahd | i §he B3 - Speaking with 2500 visitors pé;
week about thesé issués, hii? plovees are doing their pdrt ih spreading
the word to the rest of the mation.

Water Quality

In the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary, land and watér are inexuricably
linked. Estuary residents live their lives citose to the estuary, and interact
with it for food, employment, and recreation. Life in the estuary is essen-
tially water-hased and the range of human activities on land and in the
water directly and immediately affect widter quality. Water quality is impor-
tant not only for the health and livelihoods of estuary residents, but dlso for
public acceptance of freshwater diversions of river water into the estuary
for restoration. Three of BTNEP's seven priority problems - eutrophication,
pathogen contamination, and toxic substances - threaten water quality in
the estuary. Several BTNEP Action Plans address these Priority Problems,
and the Barataria-Terrebonne Partnership has put significant. amounts of
energy and resources towards these threats.

The Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals (DHH) has been
active in eliminating discharges of raw sewage from residences and camps
in Barataria-Terrebonne. Many approved onsite sewage systemns have been
installed in estuary paristies stitce 1996, In addition, BTNEP has partnered
with DHH and the DEQ Nonpoint Source Program to produce a video
called “Dilution is not the Solution”. DHH has also played a lead role in
the BTNEP Management Conference Action Plan team in °u1dm;, a2 BTNEP

B :
fundmg ﬁ om the DEQ Nonpomr Source Program this BTNEP project — the
Marsh Upwelling System, was developed by engineers at Louisiana State
University. It works by pumping sewage effluent beneath coastal marshes,
where the freshwater effluent then percolates up through the denser salt

water, using the natural ecosystem as a filter.to remove nutrients and -

pathogens. This low-tech system was one of many alternative technologies
outlinéd in the BTNEP publication Performance Survey of Alternative
Sewage Technologies. It was selected by the BTNEP Management
Conference as the most promising new technology to demonstrate in
coastal areas.

BTNEP has on board a full-time staff person working on

sewage related issues through funding -

from the Gulf of
Mexico Program’s

Shellfish

seeks 16
increase - hir-

fish beds in the
Estuary | and
Gulf wide.
Four projects
have been pri-
oritized, three
of which con-
tribute to the
reduction  of
sewage pollu-
tion. These
projects
include
installing new
p u m p
outs/dump sta-
tions at marinas
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-ing from the DEQ I\onpomt Source program, Ms. Sothe

Challenge. The
Shellfish’
Challenge_

vestable shell- :

-Lef-t 16 right, top to boﬁom-Eddle Landrum (Shellfish Challenge Coordinater),
Deborah Schultz (€S [}, Kerry St. Pé (Program Director), Dean Blanchard {ES
), Rachel Somers [Delta Service Corp. Meinber), Matt Phillips (DIMS
Contractor}, Sandra Hélmuth (Program Analyst 1i}. Not ‘shown: Andrew
Barron {ES Hl}, Richard DeéMay (ESC), Alaina Owens [Sfudet Worker)

throughout the estuary, connecting pootly operating individual wastewater
treatment systems in Terrebonne Parish to an existing wastewater treatment
plant, and rerouting storm water away from oyster growing beds through
wetlands, using the natural ability of wetlands to filter sewage pollution.
Rachel Somers, 2 member of the Delta Service Corps is also stationed
in the BTNEP office. Among many education and outreach projects she is
involved in, Storm Drain Marking is among the most popular. Using fund-
esigned and pro-

message, which reads “Dump No Waste, Drains to Estuary™. Somers has
worked with many volunteer groups including 4-H and Girl Scours, their
parents, teachers, and members of a local Amiericorps group to mark many

Chitdren “dance the shrimp” at the Lo Féte d'Ecologie festivk

marker poasts the Estuary Progmm mascot, Clawdette the Blue Crab, anda
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deains in the Thibodaux-FHouma area. While conducting their storm drain
#-ing projects, volunteers also hand out a fact sheet on storm drains and

‘oint source pollution. This activity is a real eye-opener for both chil-
¢ nd adults as they also survey and record the trash they observe
ate .l storm drains.

Fish and Wildlife .
The Barataria-Terrebonne estuary is habitat and feeding ground fo1 .an
abundance of living creatures — fish, shellfish, and other wildlife. Over 600
species of vertebrates are known o live within the estuary; it is also home
for more than ten species listed as threatened or endangered. One of the
seven Priority Problems affecting the Barataria-Terrebonne estuary involves
decline in living resource populations. This decline is linked to both wet-
nd loss and water quality degradation in the estuary. The Barataria-
rebonne Partnership has attempted to address adverse changes in living
sources — both a decline of native species and introductions of damaging
on- native species such as nutria and hydriila,
: One of the major success stories for the estvary is the return of the
brown pelican, which had virtually disappeared from Louisiana by 1963
- because of pesticide poisoning. Efforts by 2 BINEP partner, the Louisiana
- Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, have sii¢cessfully reestablished a
“thiiving population of these birds.

One of the Estuary Program Action Plans calls for the Buarataria-
Terrebonne Partnership to protect habitat for migratory and resident birds,
- and specifically mentions the purchase of an area known as the Grand Isle
'-_Woods. This patch of live oaks in. the town of Grand Isle, the only popu-
“lated barrier island in Louistana, is recognized by national birding interests
-as a premier area in which to view neotfopical migrant birds. Louisiana’s
" coastal wetlands and barrier islands are the first land masses encountered
- by these bifds following their migration from South and Central America
“across the Gulf of Mexico, and are thus vitally important habitat for these
“eary travelers. After a 10-yéar effort by the Orleans Audubon Society to

create 2 bird sanctuary on Grand Isle, the Nature Conservarncy of Louisiaiia
‘has purehased land now known as the Lafltte s Woods Preserve, BTNEP has
rworked with The Naruge Conservancy a d local blrdmg groups to enhance

ratory .Bird Célebtation Day*/ :BTNEP has produced rge,’| beauuful
‘°-s1ded poster which demonstrates the impértance of ‘Baratdria-
aried ha}_)ltats 10 _bot_h mlgrant and resident birds. .An accom-

Citizen Involvement and Education Programs
. 'The Estuary Program has prociuced and is producing many education-
al 'products, including an award-winning documentary by local filmmaker
.Glen Pitre entitled “Haunted Waters, Fragile Lands.” Relying heavily on his-
-torical footage, Mr. Pitre relates the story of how this land was sacrificed,
through clear-cutting of our vast stands of enormous virgin bald cypress
“frees, to the excavation of major navigation channels and the leveeing of
the Mississippi River to feed the “American Dream”. This video was fol-
Jowed by a sequel, “Rescuing the Treasure,” also by Mr. Pitre, which out-
dines some of Louisiana’s restoration efforts. Contrasting these early pro-
‘ductions with the Program’s most recent video, “America's Vanishing
Treasure,” by Craig Gautreaux, one can see the evolution of our response
-to the dilemima of land loss. What began as a characterization and analysis
‘of the problem has given way to a much more serious tone. “America's
Vanishing Treasure” is a grave warning that without the help of the nation,
-the marshes, the swamps, the habirat, the seafood, and the rich culture of
-this estuary will disappear into the Gulf of Mexico. It is a2 warning that this
treasure, which we call Barataria-Terrebonne, could be lost foréver.

Recognizing the critical value of both formal classroom education, and
‘education for the general public, the Program office funds a
number of education and outreach projects. These include

educator workshops such as WETMAAP (Wetlands

“Education Using Maps and Aeriil Photography), a pro-
‘gram ongmatmg from Chadron State College in

dftorded an 6ppérturity fot i
specific site, thréugh aerial pht from three
different tine ‘périods. The sité thit was chosen to

focus on is Golden Meadow, so named for the once ubiquitous goidenrod

flower. Golden Meadow is located just insice the end of the southern-most
hurricane proteciion levee on Bayou Lafourche, the town where many of
the survivors of the hurricane of 1893 settied after the devastation of their
Cheniere Caminada community. Teachers are encouraged to study and
interprer the changes observed between 1956 and the present. What they
observe is that what was once a continuous carpet of marsh berween
Golden Meadow and.the Gulf has now been reduced to a vestige of the foy-
mer cover, with gaping holes of open water resembling a skeletonized leaf.
The changes are striking and they sound a warning alarm to the residents
of this community that they are increasingly more vulnerable to hurricane
storm surges and threats to drinking water supplies

Each fall the BTNEP Program Office hosts an ecology festival known as
La Fete d’Ecologie. la Fete is not only an opportunity to educate our citi-
zenry about our issuss; through information booths from natural resource
agencies, commuunity groups, and individudls, but a celebration of our
wiigie heumoe as well. ' The sounds of Cajun and swamp pop music and
the smell of jambilaya and étouffée infuse the air, as c¢hildren dressed as
estuarine animals throw beads while they parade through the festivities.
Traditional dancers from Native Americari, Cajun, ltalian, lslenos,
Philippine, African, Croatian, and Irish backgrounds remind us of the rich
blend of ethnicities that have formed the gumbo of our culture.
Demonstrations take place of palmetto hut building, cypress baskets; biow
guns, traditional boat building, and "Dancing the Shrimp" -- a reemactment
of the art of dancing away the hulls from shrimp dried on farge platforms
in the sun before the days of refrigeration. These activities remind us that
we are a people who have historically made a living by béing entirely
dependent on this estuarine environment. Decoy carving, cast net throwing,

“and duck calling contests remind us that we still are,

The BTNEP has provided funding and other assistance to a number of -

projects, which serve to educate the public about coastal issues, through

“hand$-on” education. These projects include two annual Coastal Wetland
Workshops produced by the Coalition to Restore Coastal Louisiana, the
Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service series of five Marsh Maneuvers
Camps, and a series of Bayou Camps, produced by the Bayou Camp
Foundation. . These workshops and camps allow participants to interact
with'the estuary environment, an experience that Jeaves them enriched and
opén 'to learnitig midte about this fragile land. They become sensitized to
thie fragile beauty and importance of the coastal environment. They begin

. to recognize what Louisiana and the nation stands to lose as this great gift
-+ we have been given disappears.

Other outstanding efforts include those of Americorps on the Bayou, a

-service group under Les Reflections du Bayou that is dedicated to preserv-

ing and beautifying South Louisiana, and teaching others about the press-
ing issues. Working closely with BTNEP, the DEQ Nonpoint Source
Program, and the other federal and state agencies, this group has planted
thousands of plants for coastal restoration on barrier islands and bayou bor-
ders They have also given hundreds of presentations to schools and other
groups on land loss and nonpoint source pollution issues, and assisted with
several storm drain marking projects. This group, and others like it, epito-
mize the level of action that is necessary by all the stakeholders of the

. Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary if this “Good Earth” is to be saved.

For mbrg information, visit the BTNEP website at
www.binep.org or contact the Program Office
at 1-800 259-0869. K2
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Center would

be a resource

The food of South Louisiana is an incredible
thing, with few rivals anywhere.

The music of South Louisiana is known and
loved across the globe.

The hunting and fishing of South Loutsiana is
legendary. People in other parts of the country
can only marvel at the opportunities that exist
here.

And the pcople of South Louisiana have a well .
known and well deserved reputation as some of :
the greatest folls you ever want to meet. '

Together, along with a colorful history and its -
own language, these things form the cultural and :
ecolagical heritage of Bayou Lafourche. :

Unfortunately, as we look around, we see many
signs of this unique culture in {rouble.

The Cajun language, all but forsaken by our -

‘school systems, is in danger of becoming a'thing ;

of the pasl within a generation.

With each passing year, the gulf encroaches on’
the precious wetlands that maintain our a])und'ml
wildlife.

‘But the news, of course, is not all bad. Cajun
music is enjoying a renaissance, of sorts, with
fans all over the place. And Cajun food ... well,
the near-disappearance of the redfish says peop]e
must be keeping that tradition alive.

And there is also a recent development that
aims te give some institutional protection to the
culture of the arca. A group of non-profit organi-
zations have joined together to form the Bayou
Lafourche Alliance. :

The alliance is hoping to build a Cajun cultural
center, which will be located at the Larose
Regional Park and Civic Center on three acres of .
land donated by the Bayou Civic Club. ) i

Once il's buill, the center will be a hiome for
‘nearly a dozen groups, including the Cajun
Heritage Festival, Les Artistes du Bayou, the .
Center for Traditional Boat Building at Nlch()llx X
State University, Les Amis du francais de™ '
| afourche, Chenicre Hurricane Centennial, the
Biloxi-Chitimacha Tribe, KLEB, Cajun Country
Music Inc., CODOFIL., the larose Regi()ml Park
and Civic Cenler and the Barataria-Terr ebonne

mg;uﬁgundamm—

'

We hope the cffort allows increascd .ixcces-s for.

" people who want to learn about the cultural h

itage-of the area. Currently, many of these gro;
have no permanent place and their vohmteers ac
working oul of their own homes. W ?

In the long run, the folks behind the dlh;‘mw
cnvision a center where children and adults can
come for instruction in French and other sub-
jects, as well as a place where the entire commu-
nity can come together for arts and crafts compe-
titions, workshops and scholarly conferences.
There will be classrooms, a language lab and a
library and archive, as well as display areas.

Al in all, it sounds like a fantastic idea that
could be an invaluable resource almost immedi- !
ately,

I's a shame no such institution exists already,
but il 1§ welcome news that these hard-working
volunieers are making it a reality.

Editorials represent the opinions of this newspaper
and not of any one individual. As such, editorials
are unsigned. Signed columns represent the indi-
vidud! opinion of the columnist and not necessari- |;
ly of this newspaper. / :
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By Sheneé Gros
Copy Editor

Nicholls campus was hit hard by
the record-breaking rainfall from
Tropical Storm Allison last week.

An emergency response com-
mittee, chaired by Mike Naquin,
along with Dr. Donald J. Ayo, was
in charge of determining the closure
of the campus. )

The campus was closed
Thursday and Friday due to high
standing water and no electricity. -

“This is an exfraordinary occur-
rence. I've been: here for almost
seven years, and I ve never seen any-
thing like this,” Michael Delaune,
director of University Relations.

“Both Gouaux and Peltier Halls
had approximately three to four inch-
es in them on Thursday moming.”

“The water in Babington Hall
was as high as 14—15 inches,”
Delaune said.

~ Although there was no harm
- done to the mainframe computer, -
* the main server for the University’s

web site suffered some damage.
Larry Howell, director of

. Institutional Research, said he feels

the servér-should be up to full run-

ning capacity by or_before next
week. )

" According to Dr. Eugene A.
Dial, dean of student life and head
of University Police, city pumps
were used to remove water from
man-holes in order to relieve stress
on sewerage systems. The sewerage
may have been filled with water,
causing the overflow to emit an
unpleasant aroma around carpus.

“We had a lot of damage, but we
were dlso very lucky that it wasn’t

worse, and that the rain stopped .

when it did. Had it Trant up for

hen it it kept
another hour, probably every build-
ing on campus would have had
water, Dial said.

An approximated $7 million in
damage was done to the Barataria-

Terrebonne National Estuary on the

first floor of North Babbington
Hall. Dial said the federally funded
program will be filed on a separate
insurance claim from that of the
campus.

Several activities were post-
poned because of the unusual cir-
cumstances.

Finals for students taking inters-
ession classes were taken on

Monday instead of Thursday.
See FLOOD, page 3
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FLOOD

cont. from page 1
Therefore,

summer school,

capacity, there will be two power |

.

which was scheduled to begin on’

Monday, was not able to begin
until Tuesdaysg\lso, sumroer regis-
tration was extended to yesterday.

Michael Davis, director of pur-
chasing, said the newly built elec-
trical substation received water
despite its housing and raised ele-
vation: A retaining wall will be
built around the substation to pre—
vent future power outages caused’
by flooding.

He also said the campus
drainage system was restructured
within the Jast two years.
However, the system could "not
handle the enormous amount of
rainfall,

As maintenance personnel and
electricians continue attempts to
restore the University to full

outages today in the Southern part -
of campus at 6 a.m. and 5p.m. !

Only estimates of the dollar
amount in damage have been i
given, while insurance adjustcrsff
reviewed the damage on Monday §

“Our damage is probably going i
to exceed $1 million” Davis said. '7

All members of the University !
have been affected by the damage
suffered from the storm, some :
both personally: and profcssxonal—
ly.

Despite the inconveniences, 5
overall attitudes from staff and
students regarding the situation
has been greatly appreciated, .
Howell said. )

“Everyone worked real hard;
when it came to cleaning up and:
getting back on track.” :

JonNe
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S Wetlands I_iroglffnl-m‘ |
=== L . budget cut by La.

. . A program that conducts research

- own: state money.
. Legislature during the session that

. the Barataria-Terrebonne National

$420,000 from the state. It was able to

» provide a sufficient match for the

_ either need to find other sources of
EPA monies.”

" the yearly LaFete d'Ecologie and

_ used to curb coastal erosion.

ing a mixed message about.coastal
© erosion. .-t By

" en_vironmentzﬂ programs,” he said.
7/ . - _.Jk

and education programs on area wet-
lands loss has lost something of its

The state budget approved by the.
ended Monday cuts $115,000 from

Estuary Program, based at Nicholls
State University in Thibodaux.
Last- year, the program received

use that money to match a $330,000
grant from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency.

“The current budget figure will not

2002 EPA grant,” said Cullen Curole
of the program's foundation. “We'll

local funding or lose the parts of the.
The Barataria program sponsors

Migratory Bird Celebration in
Thibodaux and has done research:

Curole said the Legislature is send-
“Our délegaﬁon is calling for more

federal support for our coastal wet-
lands, and at home we are cutting
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Wetlands program hit by state budget cuts

By KATINA A, GAUDET
NYT Regional Newspapers
June 22, 2001

Email this story.

THIBODAUX -- The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program
has falien on hard times.

The program, on the Nicholls State University campus, fell victim to
heavy rain from Tropical Storm Allison, taking in more than 7 inches of
floodwater through its doors.

The program, which aims to draw local and national attention to the
plight of the vanishing Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary, also
suffered a state budget cut of $115,000. That's about 28 percent of the
program’s budget.

Last year, the program received $420,000. The new budget allows for
only $305, 200.

"The state is sending mixed signals when our delegation is caliing for
more federal support for our coastal wetlands, and at home we are
cutting environmental programs,” said Culien Curole, administrator of
the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation, a nonprofit organization
that helps the program with its action plan.

The program’s largest federal grant now requires a 50 percent match,
up from 25 percent last year.

Since the current state cut, the program will not be able to cover that
match and could lose some federal money as a result.

in April, Director Kerry St. Pe’ informed board members that the
program could likely face significant cuts.

The program also continues to wait for $1 million desighated to each
national estuary program by Congress.

St. Pe’ said the state cut will force the program to use some of its
federal money on office essentials and staff salaries, as well as cut
some planned projects. They include the annual La Fete d’Ecologie and
Grand Isie Migratory Bird Celebration, as well as the Coastal Roots
program, which allows junior- and senior-high school students
throughout South Louisiana to grow native wetland plants from
seedliings to use in hands-on coastal-restoration projects.

Page 1 of 2
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The program is one of a few efforts trying to replant about 250,000
acres of saliwater marsh in the estuary affected during last year's
marsh die-back. About 17,000 acres now lack vegetation, making them
more susceptible to coastal land loss.

The cuts also give the program fewer resources to rebuild after the
flood.

"We're going to have to rebuild our printed-materials inventory, and
that's going to be pretty tough with these budget cuts that we have to
endure," St. Pe’ said.

The program is now in the process of relocating temporarily to another
building on the Nicholls State campus so that the damaged floor tiling
can be removed.

Though the program might have lost eight computers — it's not yet
certain whether they can be salvaged — the data stored on those
computers has been saved. That was the program’s main concemn.

"We've managed to save our hard drives. We were very surprised by
that, but very pleased,” said St. Pe’. "We dried them very carefully and
have tested them and do have them back as far as we can tell."

The program was not as lucky when it came to other items.

"We've lost a lot of furniture. Everything that was flooded is swelling,
and we've totaled about $100,000 of equipment that we're going to file
a claim on through the Office of Risk Management," said St. Pe’.
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Bayou Camp is a
hit with youngsters

By Katina A, Gaudet
Staff Writer

Though school is out, many stu-

dents are back in the classroom -this .

week.

But they’re not complaining.

Those students are among campers
at Nicholls State University participat-
ing in Bayou Camp, a four-week,
hands-on exploration of wetland envi-
ronments.

“We focus on the enwronment and
stewardship, the (camper’s) role in the
environment and in the estuary,” said
Kim Lewis, Bayou Camp coordinator.

Bayou Camp is sponsored by the

.Bayou Camp Foundation, Dow
Chemical Co., Nicholls -State
University and the Barataria-
Terrgbonne  National  Estuary
Program. In its eighth year, Bayou

Camp ‘was foiuinded.in Assumption -

Parish. by St James Parish science
teacher Elvis Cavalier, the camp’s
director. It is designed to help children

foster an appreciation for the environ- -

ment and a strong stewardshlp ethic,

Dalrl\/ COM_&+

as well as develop the understandmg

that human actions often have harmful

effects on the enwronment

But camp organizers make sure

campers have fun learning as well.
“We take them on different ﬁeld

trips, on air boats or on swamp tours,”

said Billy King, one of the camp’s

instructors,’ “Each year, we try to

change it up.”

Camp organizers and instructors .
-plan activities based on the field trips
they will take campers on, and they -

plan all arts, crafts and other activities

for the four-week camp ahead of time

by instructors, during a training ses-
gion at the Louisiana Universities
Marine Consortium in Cocodrie.

Many campers said they f’ound'the )

events educational and enjoyable, but

that their favorite was the field trip.

“I liked going feed the ducks (along

‘Bayou ILafourche at” Nxcho]ls S

and feedmg the alhgators marshmal

" lows,” said Abbie Degruise, 5, of

[‘hlbodaux who is attending Bayou
Camp with her sister Taylor, 8.

Nicholls Sta

every summer at the: umverslty

Dunng the: ﬁrst session, campers‘

trekked to Kraémer for. a visit to Zam's
Swamp Tours, and for -campers- like
Grant Naguin, 5, of Thibodaux, that
trip to Zam’s marked their first.

“When we first got there, we didn’t

see any alligators, only turtles and
birds,” said Naquin.

June22,200]

“But when we went into the back

yard, we saw a lot of alligators,” saxd‘.

Reagan Langford, 7, of Thibodaux.

“We got to hold the (baby). alliga-|
tors,” chimed in Cody Deroche, 6, of:
Schriever.

See CAMP, 7A

Camp

Continued from 1A~

“There was one big alhgator that

looked like he wanted to éat us.”
" Campers learned about. alligators
and other species, as well as the
marine environments in which those
_species reside.

Campers also learned, about fresh
" water and salt water and what species
can live in which enviroiment. They

. will soon embark on water quality test- -

ing in Bayou Lafourche, testing for

‘oxygen levels dlfferent minerals and

chemicals. .

All area’ chﬂdren ages 5 to 14 can
participate in Bayou: Camp. ,

‘The'cost per student is $55 for one
week or $100 for, two weeks, which
includes all. instructional materials,
transportation to and from field trip
areas, admission and swimming fees,
take-home items and a camper shirt,

Openings are available for. next

4
{

week, and registration for the second
session, July 9-12 and July 16-19,

“begins at'8 a.m. July 9 in Room 135,

Beauregard Hall at Nicholls State.

Parents can register their children
for any-or all sessions.

For more information, call (225) 4
. 474-0417.

Katina A, Gaudet is a staff writer for
the Daily Comet. She can be reached at
448-7614 or by ewmail at
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.

Staﬁ photo by Abby Tabor -
Bayou Cam? attendees bu1ld blrdhouses Monday mornmﬁ on the .
e

Unlversﬂy campus “The camp for area youth-is held :

4
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Budget cuts deep
ilnto BTNEP program

: Wlth the 1eg151at1vc approval
of HB-1, the Barataria-Terre-
bonne National Estuary Pro-
gram (BTNEP) budget for fiscal
year 01-02 has been cut by
approximately $115,000. In
the previous fiscal year, the
program was financed at a level

* of $420,000 over matching ap-
proximately $330,000 of feder-
al EPA dollars dedicated
through the National Estuary
Program (NEP). The approved
budget designates $305,200 in
funding for the Estuary Pro-
-gram, representing a ‘cut of
nearly 28 percent to the estu-
ary program's General Fund
appropriation.

"The current budget figure
will not provide sufficient
match for the 2002 EPA grant;"
said Cullen Curole of the Bara-
taria-Terrebonne ‘Estuary
Foundation. "With reduced lev-
els of state funding, we'll either
need to find other sources of
local funding or the program
may lose parts of the EPA
monies."

In April, BINEP's Manage-
ment Conference tentatively
approved a work plan imclud-
ing $300.000 of projects that
would be funded through the
FY 2002 EPA grant. Projects
include the sponsormg of

“select,

BTEFs LaFete dEcologle and
Migratory Bird  Celebration,
Bayou Camps at Nicholls State
University, LSU Cooperative

Extension Service's Marsh

Maneuvers/Youth Camp and
Coastal Roots: School Plant
Nursery Program, the Coalition
to Restore Coastal Louisiana's
Coastal Wetlands Workshops,
and other efforts. The work
plan also includes research
projects to improve the effects
of cane residue on sugarcane
production and agricultural
runoff and another to identify,
propagate and test
woody plant species that have
wildlife value and are tolerant
of our coastal conditions.
These projects are to be in-
cluded in BTNEP's grant appli-
cation to EPA.

"With the approved budget,

- project funding may be re-

duced from the annual
5300,000 to a little over
$155,000." According to Cur-
ole, "The state is sending mixed
signals when our delegation is
calling for more federal support

for our coastal wetlands and at

home we are cutting env1ron-’
~mental programs.”

In 2000, Congress reauthor-
Budget

continued page 7

‘Budget

continued’
ized the National Estuary Pro-

gram, increased its funding au-

thorization and. increased the
local match requirement to 50-
50. The congressional in-
crease in the NEP authorization

. will likely not result in more

federal dollars this year, but it
is- anticipated federal funding
levels would increase in future
years. )
"We are working on our an-
nual grant application now to
EPA for funding in the upcom-
ing fiscal year”, said Kerry St.
Pé, BTNEP Director. "With the
current reduction in the state
budget, we will need to use
some of our federal monies to

pay salaries and other admin--

istrative costs. . I explained to
the Management Conference
that, unfortunately some of the
approved projects would have

to be dropped from the work.
plan if we could not find other v

sources of funding.”
BTNEP’'s Management Con-

ference will meet to.review nec-
essary changes to the project .

work plan and EPA grant apphﬂ i

cation.




The FirstSunddy
of Every Month:
-~ 2-6p.m.

The Jean Lafitte
Wetlands Cultural Center

Prasants:

 LABajou Music S |es

F Performance Line- Up

July ,2001- Paul Daigle and Ca;un Gold

*uly 29,2001 - Marc Savoy
Sept.2,2001 - Shawn Ardoin -n-Zydekool -
Oct.7,2001 - Kristina Balfa and Geno Delafose
Nov:4,2001 - SteveRiley-and the Mamou Playboys

_ special guest D.L. Menard

Jan.6,2001 - Feufollet -
Feb.3,2002 - Creole Zydeco Farmers
Mar.3,2002 - Tout Les Soir -
Apr.7,2000 - Fle

May 5,2002 - Sunpie and the Sunspots

Dec.2,2001 - Terry Huval w/ Jambalaya CajunBand and |

A Bayou Mus;c Senes is co- sponsored by

Formore nformtion cal 985) 48-1 75

June 2, 2002 Kevin Naquin and the Ossun Playboys
itk the Thbodeus Keyhwese's schedule, the Augoct dhbdnl‘yn”h :




Sixth Annua

Eriday, AP
Thanks to al whoj‘o'ma
ceremoty To celebratein
significart contf
ont received ahand-

Keynote sp Jotin'
i55i1 iRiver,

niterfor the Missieslpp! EVEL & 7
%,zrfor New Orleans. The project initi

agency te inte
Tide: The Great Missis9p)
Sponsors of this ye
CH2M Hilll
Duval, Funderburk, Sundbery,
Denbury Resources, inc., Houma
Coastal Engineering &

and private intere

NEW VIMES

ewards

| Coastal Stew 4
il 27 2004, Thibodaux, Louisiana
dus atthe Coalitionie St
dividuals and organjzatlone c
isianas

ions Yo save Louns\;\n :
bm:r‘zu'vcio\ native Louisiana bird craft

ted hi
Jolan Barry presento
eaker 2 proposed i

cote and was spar oy
/E/;/aad of 1927 and How It Charged America

ar's awards banquet:

i c., Houma
o Orleans + T Baker omith & 5on,A\n
Lovell & Watking, APLC, T

Environmental Consuttant:

LoostW

i

S dunt-Judy oG]

hip Awards Banquet

ewardahlp/«wards
ontinuing 10 mak;
coast. Each awa rd recipi-
ed by \rvan Perez.
5 vigion for the Naltional
seun and researcn cc;n—
rinership of uni\/‘far.féxfoy,
ved by Barrys pook, "Rising

L C, Houma

. Battelle, inc., New Orleans
s, Inc., Bourg

Ben Tayior
received the Citizen
Advocate award for more
than ten years of volunteer
work to protect the wetlands,
swamps and waterways near
his home in Hammond,
including the Tangipahoa River,
Lake Maurepas and Lake
Ponchartrain

The Educator award went to the
team of Bryan Piazza, Mark Ford,
and Bren Haase for creating
“Louisiana Blues...On Sinking
Ground,” an education project
designed to introduce National
" Honor Society students at Capitol
High School in Baton Rouge to
Louisiana’s coastal wetlands and

provide hands-on experimental
research.

The Media Award went to “Explore
Coastal Louisiana,” a CD-ROM
produced by the Coastal Wetlands
Planning, Protection and
Restoration Act Task Force;
Barataria-Terrebonne National Fs-
tuary Program and USGS's
National Wetlands Research
Center. More than 12,000 copies
have been distributed across the
state and nationally. Scott Wilson,
with USGS, and Deborah Schultz
and Kerry St. Pe' of BTNEP
accepted the award,

HAward Recipients
gor 2007

P a

Joe Madere received the Distinguished

/,

Achievement Award, presented by Kathy Wascom.

Mr. Madere was instrumental in the creation of th

e

Bayou Sauvage National Wildife Refuge, the
nation’s only urban wildlife refuge, and continues
to play a vital role in it's management and education

efforts.

The Jefferson Parish Department of
Environmental Affairs received the Organiza-
tion Award for their Christmas Tree Marsh
Restoration Project. Since 19880, Jefferson
Parish has diverted more than a half
million Christmas trees from the Parish landfill
to be used in fenced “cribs” to not only help

protect marsh, but reestablish hydrology in

abandoned canals. The project enjoys the sup-

port of nearly five hundred volunteers each year
and creates partnership for businesses and gov-

ernment agencies. Jason Smith and Marnie

Winter Maxwell accepied the award for
Jefferson Parish.

S

Digital images by Greig Olivier

More photos can be found at
hittp://www.btr.guik.com/go/webevent/
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Lontinued from puge &
self-Guided Education Tavrs

been distributed at educator workshops and confer-

ences or thrugh telephone requests to the office.

Feedback from educators has been very positive. The
guide js useful to a wide audienre, including formal
educators, scouting and church groups and individu-
als, Because a number of additiondl museums and
coastal restoration activities have heen develnped
since the guide was written, the Estuary Program will
soon be updating the guide, providing the public with
an additional five or ten tzips to choose from.

Self-Guided Tours of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary

Bchuliz,

HORSLEY + WITTEN PAGE 83

is available {o teachers, individuals and other local
groups at no charge. It is also available online at
www.btnep.org.

For further informatiom, please contact Deborah
Education Coordinator; Barvataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary Program, Program
Office, Nicholls State University Campus, P.0. Box
2663, Thibodaux, LA 70310; Phone: (504} 447-0868;
E-mail: deborah_s@deq.state.la.us

An example of what you mll find in the gmde to help plon your trip.

TRIP 2:
Naomi Siphone
Hwy 23 at Naomi, Louisiana

COMTACT:

Plaquemines Farish Government
Coastal Restoration

(504) 682-0081

CATEGORY:

Hydwlogic Medification

Guided tour of freshwater diversion
pryject

ENVIROMMENT:

Misgissinpi River

Levee trall between freshwater swamp
and canal/swamp,

GROUP TYPE:

Grades 5-12 1o adult. The trail along
the levee is & wild area and axhibits
scat of many animals, including alliga-
for

DISTANCE:
16 wmiles on Hwy. 23 from the West
Bank Expresyway to the Naomi Siphon

TIME: :
1 1/2 hours on site, meluding discus-
sion time

COST:
Free

EQUIFPMENT:

Wear enclosed shoes or boots, You will
be in a wild ares. Camera, hinocutars,
sampling and water guality testing
eguipment, plastic bag for seat collect-
ing. Freld guide to birds,

BESCRI?I‘IDN.

This trip begins at the Naomi
Sighons on the Mississippl
River lavee. Armange ahead
of time to mest your guide
by calling the contact num-
ber. The guide is p represen- 4
tative of Flaguemine Farish
who can give a history of
land loss in the area, as well §
as explain the two freshwa- ¥ ,
ter diversion projects st West i

Puint a iz Hache and Naoral Hemshewﬂlfuﬂlurexphmﬂmpmhl&m of saltwater inten-
sion inte wetlands and land-loss from subsidence and sali-stressed plant death, The guide
will also talk about the hope that the frechwater being siphoned into the swanp and marsh -
beyond will push back any salf water comting in and deposit land-replenishing sediments to
tombat zubsidenes,

The Naomi Siphoris, which became operatienal in 1993 and 33 managed by the State
Department of Natural Resources, diverts water from the Mississippi River through large pipas
which travel over the levee and under the highway emptying into a freshwater outlet on the
upposite side of the highway. Missisdippi River barge traffic may be seen on the river at this
point. When you cross the highway, you can view the ontfiow of the siphong into a man-
made canal, With your quide, you will walk along & levee which leads you to the wetlands
which are the focus of the pject. You may cateh a glimpse of a raccoon, gpossum or deey
on the ievee or at the swamp's edge, and yon may hear the loud sptach of an alligator as it
dives for cover at your approach. Waterfowl and wading birds are commen heve,

ACTIVITIES:

« Conduct a scat hunf on the levee. Animal droppings abound heve. Try to determine who
was eating what, based on what you see in the scat. A basic food weh chart can be con-
stracted later, hased on your feld discoveries. )

Loek for other signs of wildlife here and recond
your abservations for later discuseion.

= Combine this trip with & morning trip to the
(il Recovery Station at Fort Jackson (see fip
information, page 8} There axe picnic tables
and room to run in the shade at the Fort {50
miles further south on Hwy 23).

* For Plaquemines Parish residents only: combine this tip with & 30-minute bus tour of th
BE Alliance Refinary in Naomi. Call (504) 656-7711, public relations department for details.

Coutines @ hon 113
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Self—Guided Education Tours in the Bayou

magine that you are a sixth-grade classroom
I teacher, living in South Louisiara. Your students
have been studying the Barataria-Terrebonme
Estuary and its 4.2 million-acre watershed which les
between the Miseissippi and Atchafalaya nvers.
Through reading Self-Guided Tours of the Barataria-
Terrebonne Estuary, and other educationdl products
produced hy the Barataria-Terrebonne Nationat
" Estuary Program, you and your students have leamed
that this rich deltaic system was formed by the flood-
ing of the Mississippi River, and is one of the most
productive areas in the world.

The wide variety of habitats include bottomland
hardwood forests, freshwater “flatant” marshes,
barrier islands, and vast salt marshes. These
marshes are teeming with life and are
extremely important to the Ineal and nation-
al economy. Fisheries for menhaden,
shrimp, oysters and crabs, as well as a

booming sport fishing industry, bring in
more than $540¢ million annually. FPur
and alligator hides and huriting activ-
ities yield over $170 million per year.
The rich delta soils accornmodate

sugarcane and other c¢rops that
generate over $600 million per w8
year. The Baratara-Tenebonne ol

Estuary is home to abundant
wildlife, including neotropical o
migratory and resident birds of

and alligators, which encour- ™
ages a thriving ecotourism indus-

try.

One of the key messages of the guidebook is that this
area is plagued with severe environmental problems.
The worst of these is the loss of 13,500 wetland acres
per year, or an atrea the size of a foothall field, every
forty-five minutes. The problem is largely due to
flood protection levees on the Mississippi River, which
prevent the river from annually nourishing the wet-
lands with fresh water, mutrients and sedinent camed
from the dvainage of two-thirds of the nation. Other
environmental problems include nutrient enrichment
of inland waterways and the Gulf of Mexico, and
pathogens and foxins which threaten human health

3t

and fisheries production. As the land and water quar"
ity degrades, both fisheries and wildlife hahitat is lost.
As the habitat declines, so alsu does the coastal cul-
ture that is entively dependent on the wealth of nat-
ural resources.

Now that you and your students have learned a bit
about the geology and ecology of the place you live,
it is time to go out and expedence it. The guide con-
tains a total of twenty self-guided field trips with
accompanying maps to guide the reader. Included in
the guide is information designed to help the visitor
chaoose trips to study specific topics, or to choose trips
hased on trip Hme, cost and trip features.
Photographs, maps, and descriptions of
.- trip sites form the body of the
w:-.  listing, followed by rele-
" . vant activities and
other places to note
or visit while in the
F area. A resource list,
sources for water test'—q
equipment, and plant__d
animal liste for the vared
¥ habitats within the estuary
complete the guide.

o,
ey

¥ Several of the trips demonstrate
the effects of coastal land loss
through the landscape of dead and
dying cypress trees - the result of
saltwater intrusion deep into a fresh
 water system. Other trips highlight
’ coastal restoration activities such as the
Naomi Siphons, where Mississippi River
water is being diverted into a degraded
wetland. The tour hook includes a wisit to a world-
class marine research facility in the salt marsh, com-
plete with boat tour and laboratory activities,
Students and other groups can also visit an oil spill
response recovery ship, a swamp tour, state and
national parks, or the Old River Control Stmcture,
where the Army Corps of Engineers guards against the
capture of the Mississippi River by its sister river, the
Atchafalaya.

AN

s

/

More than 3,000 copies of the "Self-Guided Tour” have

M oz Lontinued on next page
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GRAND ISLE AND THE NATURE CONSERVANCY OF LOUISIANA

by: Jean Landry, Pro_iéct Manager of the Grand Isle Field Office

Take a walk through the past 8§ months with
me to discover the adventures I've had with
The Nature Conservancy of Louisiana 4s the
Grand Isle Field Office Project Manager.
TNC’s Lafitte Woods-Grilletta Tract in the
middle of the Island has seen some improve-
ments: a parking lot with split-rail fence and an
information kiosk, cleaning up of the woods,
hiking trails improved, and a boardwalk_ over
Jow areas. Residents as well as visitors are

welcome to enjoy the beauties of nature at this

site.

TNC worked with Exxon/Mobile to plant
new forests. In: January, 2001 over 40
volunteers from Grand Isle to Baton Rouge met
at the old “Humble Campsite” to plant more
than 2500 trees. This hackberry, live oak, and

‘. red mulberry forest will extend the life of

Grand Isle and host millions of migratory
" birds. '

Now is a good time to thank those Chamber
members who helped make our Grand Isle
‘Migratory Bird Celebration Month (March 22-
April 22) a huge success. The community spirit

of Grand Isle Shipyard, Breaux Petroleum
Products, SWDI, LLC,. National Beverage
Company, Inc., The Town of Grand Isle, The
Grand Isle Port Commission, Landry House
Bed & Breakfast, and Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program and Foundation,
Martin Advertising, Richard’s Conoco, Gulf
Stream Marina, Pirate’s Cove Marina , The
Bayou Lafourche Americorp Group. spon-
sored by Les Reflections du Bayou and
Grand Isle School is tremendous.

Other programs in progress are: cooperative
agreements with the Grand Isle Port
Commission to build a walkway over salt
marsh tidal ponds to develop a hiking trail
through their property and with Louisiana
State University to develop off street parking,
picnic, and hiking areas on their Grand Isle

_properties.

There are good things happening, all to
“Save the Last of the Great Places”. If you
would like more information about The
Nature Conservancy of Louisiana, please call
985-787-2514.
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Putting it to paper .

Bayou Camp counselor Angelia Arcement helps Jacob Miller, 10,
cover a balloon with papier-miché Monday at Nicholls State
University in Thibodaux. The campers plan to use the molds to
make face masks. Bayou Camp is funded by the Barataria
Terrebonne National Estuary Program and focuses on teaching
children about the local environment and how to protect it.
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LUMCON Executive Director Mike Dagg was unavailable
for comment as of press time today.

Though staff look forward to working with LUMCON and

its staff, they are having some difficulty in saying goodbye

to DEQ, which has supported the estuary program for more
than 10 years now.

For others, the connection with DEQ predates the eétua;ry
program. .

“I’'ve worked for DEQ and some wonderful people for 28
years, so there’s some sadness in leaving this agency that
has supported this program from the beginning,” said St.
Pe’, a former coordinator of DEQ’s regional office. “DEQ
pursued designating this area as a National Estuary Program
and successfully did so.” -

Since then, DEQ has administered the funds the estuary
program receives from a federal grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency.

Through the years, the department has also provided
BTNEP with support in a number of ways, such as
absorbing the program’s administrative costs, doing its
payroll and purchasing and providing legal advice and
computers — all atno

cost to the estuary program.

The approval of HB 1 not only allowed for the
administrative transfer of

BTNEDP, but also cut the estuary program’s budget by more
than $100,000, leaving BTNEP in jeopardy of not meeting
its federal $330,000 grant match with non-federal funds.
The Board of Regents, however, has agreed to provide
LIMCON with $30,000 to cover administrative costs,
allowing BTNEP to meet its non-federal match.

“Our total costs to administer the program each year is
about $447,000,” said

St. Pe’. “To keep the office going at the previous level, we
had to find approximately $142,000, and we did that by
cutting (two) of our projects, as well as printing (of
educational materials).”

The estuary program is also in discussions with officials
from other agencies who have offered funding to offset the
estuary program’s printing loss.

BTNEP’s office will still be located on the Nicholls
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this time,” said Kerry St. Pe’, BTNEP director.

The move is the culmination of a two-month process in
which program

staff, members of BTNEP’s management conference, DEQ,
the Board of Regents and LUMCON officials, the
governor'’s office, area legislators and local business leaders
took part.

The move became official July 1, the result of two
amendments to House Bill 1, the state budget: one
withdrawing BTNEP from DEQ; the other, joining it with

. LUMCON.

“We discussed this with DEQ, and they agreed that we
might fit better under an entity that was not regulatory,”
said St. Pe’. “We involve economic, cultural, educational
and ecological issues equally. To have community-level
acceptance of major life-changing projects intended to
restore a complex system requires an enormous, holistic
approach. The university setting is the most promising
platform from Whlch to 1mplement this progressive ‘out-of-
the-box’ approach.

DEQ’s legislative mandate is to regulate water quality,
hazardous and solid wastes and air discharges. The move to
LUMCON, a marine research facility and association
comprised of state universities, will better enable BTNEP to
implement its comprehensive conservation management
plan, officials said.

DEQ Secretary J. Dale Givens agreed.

“The BTNEP program is an important program, and we
have been the stewards for the management of dollars and
working with various committees since the program’s
inception,” said Givens. “DEQ is primarily a regulatory

agency, and a lot of the things the management (conference)

wants to do is more in the neighborhood of outreach and

research. LUMCON seems like a good fit because:
universities are tuned to research. I think it will work great.”

The estuary program is also hoping its new administrator
will benefit from the move.

“We think we’ll be able to provide LUMCON with an
immediate connection to a broader community of business
leaders, state and federal agencies, local governments,
agriculture interests — all the people of the Barataria-
Terrebonne system,” said St. Pe’.
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By Katina A, Gaudet
Staff Writer

Staff members at the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program (BTNEP) are working to make themselves at home
— at least temporarily — in a new setting.

The program, housed in North Babington Hall at Nicholls
State University, is now claiming space inside the new
nursing building, to be dedicated as Betsy Cheramie Ayo
Hall, until repairs of flood damage from Tropical Storm

- Allison are complete.

But BTNEP is also working to orient itself in the wake of
another move.

Program officials have announced a new admimstrative
partnership between BTNEP and the Louisiana Universities
Marine Consortium (LUMCON) in Cocodrie; which, under
the Board of Regents, will now administer the estuary
program. :

- The state Department of Environmental Quality had

administered BTNEP since the program’s inception in
1990,

“Because (BTNEP’s) action plans in the program’s
management plan cover a broad range of ecological, fish
and wildlife, educational and cultural issues, LUMCON
seemed like the best match as a state host for the program at



(i”tage.' "The thinking is that if
we can create interest’m the '
music, we can crel?te interest in
he cultures that the music
g;)inces from," said Rathle. "ﬁmd
that's what we are all about,
added. o
Shl;uring the months of Ju.ly, ..
August, September, Dec'emb‘el,
and January, concerts wlll.be
held inside the Center's 250 -
seat theater. All other concerts
will be held outdoors on the
Center's boardwalk e‘ilong '
Bayou Lafourche rain or sh_l_ne.
For outdoors con(;:erts, picnick-
ing is encouraged. '
m"%he year-long series, which
“will run from July 1 thr(?ugh-
June 2, 2002, is being klckgd ‘
off with a performance by. Paul
Daigle and Cajun Gold.' .
Paul Daigle was .bo.rn in 1.95
in the map dot of Point ‘N'01r,
near Church Point, Louisiana,
* otherwise known as ’fhe epicen-
ter of the Cajun music scene..

wing up in the 1960s and
EI}(;;), Daigglg recognized that .he,
was born into a unique musmal
tradition and decided that he
wanted to carry on that tradi-

' tion which seemed on the verge

of extinction. '
Daigle won his first. music
“award in 1973, when, at the age

" of 15, he won an accordion

ntest at the first anqual
ffoCajun Day" festival in Church

- Point. Ten years later, accompa-

ied by the immortal Dewey
gzlfa,yDaigle recorded his first
single, and hasn't looked back.

et. o . _
yPaul Daigle and Cajun Gold
‘played across the country

~ through the 1980s. However,

i i dule
‘ugeling the grueling sche. |
'z)ufgag imiician’s life on the road

and maintaining their day jobs

d too difficult, and the
gm more or less disbanded,
iving up touring, _
gSEE BAYOU MUSIC, p-8

————

Jp—
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Now, Paul Daigle and Cajun
Gold play together when they.
feel the desire to step up on
stage, and energize a club or a
theater with their unique sound
and electric presence.

This great band is only the
first of what Rathle describes as
an extremely strong line up,
featuring Steve Riley and the
Mamou Playboys, Terry Huval,

with special guests D.L.
Menard and Cajun Band, the -
Creole Zydeco Farmers, Sunpie
and the Sunspots, as well as
Kevin Naquin and the Ossun.
Playboys. *

These acts and more will be
filling the bayouside in *
Thibodaux with the sounds of
red-hot accordions and fiddles -
the first Sunday of every month
from 2-6 p.m.

Ticket prices range from $8
for adults under 62 to $6 for

students, children and senior
“citizens 62 or older at the door.

Season tickets and group rates.

2escecee L R T T Yeee

€ (cont?o from page 3’) ‘

are also available at discounted -
rates. o SO ,'E
Additionally, corporate spon- -
sorships are available.
Sponsorships offer a variety of -
benefits, from season tickets to
recognition in concert pro-
grams. Also, sponsors are :
allowed to donate their season
tickets to underprivileged .
school children who otherwise
would not be exposed to the
arts. S S
Individual concert and season |
- tickets are on sale at the Center |
now. For more information, call!
(985) 448-1375, fax (985) 448- |
1425, or email
Jela_Wetlands@nps:gov.
The Center is located at 314
St. Mary St. in Thibodaux and
offers a museum, theater,

- gallery and boardwalk. It is

open Mondays from 9 a.m. to.§ :
p-m., Tuesdays through
Thursdays 9 a.m. to 6 p.m,, and ;
Fridays through Sundays 9 a.m. :
to.5 p.m: : S



Local park presents la. Bayou Mus1c Series’

~ Joni Blanchard
" For The Grapevine

Beginning Sunday, July 1, the
Jean Lafitte Wetlands Cultural
Center in Thibodaux will be
giving area residents and visi-
tors a whole new reason to
keep their dancing shoes, lawn
chairs and ice chests in "pass a
good time" condition.
The "LA Bayou Music Series"
~— will feature nationally known
Cajun and Zydeco musicians
~ performing the music that is
unique to the Bayou Country
-E the first Sunday afternoon.of
t'—ﬁ every month from 2-6 p.m. at
the Center. :
. The music series is being

made possible through a grant

il N by the LORIO Foundation, a
8_ tion dedicated to enhancing the
- E cultural, economic, and tourism
) ]andscape of the Thibodaux
. O region through grants and
endowments. -
 Additionally, the Baratarxa
.Terrebonne Estuary
Foundation, a non-profit organ-
ization dedicated to _preserving
and protecting theé Barataria- -
.Terrebonne Estuary, is partner--
mg with the Center to bring the
series to fruition. .
~ "The LORIO Foundation was
.kind enough to give us a one-
‘time grant to start the series.
This way, all of the money
* ‘made from this year's ticket
sales-and-sponsorships will be
‘used to fund next year's series.
:So basically, if we don't do well
this year, there might not be a -

" has been working ever since to

" economic and cultural benefits. . |
"The economic benefits are

‘is that this series will spark

Thibodaux non-profit organiza- -

‘next year," said Angela Rathle
the Wetlands Center's Site
Supervisor.

- Rathle first had the idea for

the series two years ago and = . |
i

find a way to get it funded.

"By seeing the success of the

programs at the Liberty Theater |
in Eunice, I thought our place |

- could do something similar, and {

[ think our location is ideal for

that," said Rathle. S
According to Rathle, the |

series offers Thibodaux both =~ |

1
L

obvious. But the cultural bene- |
fits are more subtle. The hope: = |
interest about the music in both ;'
locals and tourists, thereby |
sparking interest in the cultures | 5
of this region," Rathle said. ‘
But aside from the benefits to i
the region, the music series '
offers. great music and loads of | .
fun for all who attend. "We are .
offering first-rate Cajunand - |
Zydeco concerts every month.
When the shows are. outdoors;
we will offer great music along
Bayou Lafourche in a fun, fam-'
ily picnic sort of environment. -
Indoor concerts offer an inti-

.mate, comfortable venue with:

great seating," Rathle added. *
According to-Rathle, the

music series is a concerted

effort by the Center, the =~ @ |

LORIO Foundation, the o

Barataria Terrebonne Estuary”

Foundation, and the Thibodaux ;

Service League to revive inter- :

est in this area's musical her- =
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Bayou Lafourche Bank Stabilization and Hab1tat Proj ect

Informatzon provided by the
Barataria Terrebonne National
Estuary Program

If you happened to be
driving along Hwy. 308 in
Golden Meadow this past
week in between the rains,
you may have seen some

- commotion going on right

along the water’s edge.

What you saw was a project
called the “Bayou Lafourche
Bank Stabilization and .
Habitat Project” aimed at sta-

_bilizing newly-dredged mate-

rial from the bayou with a
salt resistant piant that cre-

ates habitat for local species

like mullet and crabs, while
holding the soil in place.

The project is-a partnership
project initiated by the-
Greater Lafourche Port
Commission, implemented
by Les Reflections du
Bayou’s AmeniCorps mem-
bers, and funded by the
Coalition to Restore Coastal -
Louisiana through a national

partnershlp between NOAA
Fisheries’ Community-Based

- Restoration Program and - -

Restore America’s Estuaries.
‘Who helped to coordinate
this complex partnership?
The Barataria-Terrebonne

Estuary Foundation’s Bayou -
. _'Reﬂectlons du Bayou’s proj-

Lafourche Initiative!
The Bayou Lafourche Bank
Stabilization and Habitat.
Project is a perfect example -
of what the Bayou Lafourche
Initiative seeks to do: to
focus attention on the bayou

itself as our cultural, eco- -
“nomic and health lifeline and
.10 identify, support, and forge
- partnerships between various "
o coast—-atractmg an array ¢ of
- maring species. They will

- also bolster the newly-

_ dredged material that now
“forms the bayou’s banks
“ - between Galhano and Gola\__/‘

Meadow: -

organizations-along the-
bayou in order to improve
the quality of life for all resi-

dents. The initiative is fund-
-ed by a grant from EPA’s

Gulf of Mexico Program.

B AmeriCorps on the Bayou

members worked diligently

" between rains for four days

to plant 9,200 oyster grass
plugs along approximately:

- - Grammer, supervised the

P

. i‘l ﬁ:‘ < iq L8 2 W g-—--

T hlbodaux Ch(

two miles of bank.

The members were trained
in transplanting by Gary
Fine, director of the-

 USD.A. Plant Materials
Center. The Harbor Police
_ assisted in transporting plants

to.designated areas. Les
ect supervisor, Joycelyn

planting project. .

Three days after the final -
plantings, the plants looked
good and are expected to
have a high survival rate.
Once they grow, they will act
as a fringe marsh-a thin Tine
of marsh along a

Thanks to everyone who

- assisted with the project and -
~ to-all project partners and
: funders' '
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Port wants to enhance ecosystem, tourism in are

By Katina A. Gaudet

Staff Writer

- The hobby of bird watching has
taken root in Lafourche and nearby
parishes in recent years, given the
area’s role as a feeding and restmg
stop for migratory birds.

The Greater Lafourche Port
Commission is now proposing a proj-
ect to bolster the dwindling habitat for
migratory birds.

“Our intention, ultimately, is to cre-
ate a world-class birding area, hopeful

¥, providing a birding trafl and, io the

where people can learn about the
many plants and animals that are in
this ecosystem,” said Ted Falgout, the
port’s executive director.

To begin the effort, the Port
Commission proposes, in three phas-
es, a maritime forest north of the port's
mitigation area for its northern expan-
sion on property it purchased about 18

months.

Port officials have subrmtted a per-
mit application for the projects first
two phases, whiich involve rebuilding a
4nf\.fnnfunﬁn arez mvn‘Pnﬂv underwa-
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That area will be elevated to 4 feet
above sea level, and once it dries, the
cormrission will excavate 100 feet on

_each side, reducing the area to 200 feet

wide. Placing dredge material on that
area will result in an mcreased eleva-
tion of about 7 feet.

“Well énd up with 100 feet on each
side of marsh which right now is open
water,” said Falgout. “The marsh ele-

_vation will end up at an-elevation of 2

feet above sea level.”
 Inall, commission wants to re-create
about 12,000 linear feet of ridge using

The length of the levee will be
rated into segments of 1,000 feet
with a 50-oot section between e;
allow for tidal movement.

The Port Commission also pi

" construct a boardwalk between

ridge segment, which would
close to La. 1 north of Port Fourc
Port officials estimate the p
will cost more than $1 million.
The project is not part of the
Commission’s required rnitigatio
an extension of its 3,000-acre

an educational center

ter.

Blrds

Continued from 1A
sanctuary on port property north of
Floatation Canal earlier this year.

Officials have been working closely
with others, including consulting
groups such as the Baratarja-
Terrebonne National Estuary Program
(BTNEP), its mlgratory bird team,
state and federal agencxes and bird
watching groups.

Those involved say the project is
worthwhile and will benefit a variety of
species of wildlife.

“The Port Commission has a very
strong environmental consciousness
and certainly recognizes (itself) as
being in a unique place,” said Kerry St
Pe’, BINEP director, who said the
port, project ties in with many of
BTNEP’s, particularly its woody plant
species project. That project involves
research into growing woody species
to try to re-éstablish native plants, such
as black mangrove and live oak, on
coastal Louisi4na’s barrier islands.

Once completed, port officials will
plant the ridge with native vegetation.

The state Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) has approved
$100,000 for the Port Comrmssmns

- effort.

DNR saw the project as a good
opportunity, said Greg Ducote, a proj-
ect manager with DNR’s coastal man-
agemeiit division.

“There has been a loss of maritime
forests, and it's an important type of~
hébitat in coastal ecosystem,” said
Ducote. “We have some of that habitat
in.western Louisiana and did have con-

. siderably more of it in the area around
Fourchon -and Lafourche and
Terrebonne . parishes when those che-

‘tory bird watching,”

_dredge material

nier ridges there were still forested
and not as many folks and so much
development.”

The DNR funds will be used to plant

the ridges. -
- Port officials are also awaiting word
on a $75,000 grant application from the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric¢
Administration.

Proponents of the project say it
would provide a hurricane protection
barrier and additional habitat for birds
migrating to and from Central and
South America each year.

“While migrating, these birds need
to find appropriate habitat types, espe-
cially when flying .across the Gulf, to
rest, feed, find fresh water and be fair-
ly well protected from (predators),”
said Richard Demay with the U.S.
Geological Survey, who also works
with BTNEP's migratory bird team.

A “huge list” of migratory birds that
would benefit from the proposed pro}
ect includes varieties of herons, war-
blers and others.

Birding enthusiasts say they are
excited about the proposed project,

one they believe will bring more bird-

ers and ecotourism dollars to the area.
“If you enhance the area to attract
birds, it’s going to bring out birders to
the area, who will spend money in the
area,” said Lisa. Robichaux, president
of the Terrebonne Bird Club, “It
attracts more tourists to the area.”
Louisiana. is-now in the process of
developing its own birding trail, and

- this project will complement that

effort, some say:

“This (project) will fit in very nicely
with that, especially in conjunction
with Grand Isle, which is one of the
premiere spots in the nation for migra-

said David .

See BIRDS TA
Coignet, a past president of the -
Terrebonne Bird Club and a board
member of the HoumaTerrebonne °
Tourist Commission. “There are more
and more birders coming down to bird
watch from other parts of the country

_and other parts of the world, and we're

very encouraged to see that” ‘

The Port Comunission is hoping to
receive support from other groups :
who have a stake in the project. ]

“We all recognize the potential of
this project,” said Falgout. “We want
as many people mvolved as they want -
fo be.”

For BINEP, the project also serves
a larger purpose.

“Birding is an enormously p0pu1ar
activity and is “practiced throughout
the nation, (but) this project goes well :
beyond the simple- creation of habitat
for birds;” said St. Pe’. “We're trying to |
ilustrate the importance of our (estu- .
ary) system and the importance of
restoring it to our own péople, as well
as the nation.”

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for
the Daily Camet. She can be reached at -
448-7614 or by email af.
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.
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Bigger issues sought by panel

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

The management conference of the Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program could soon implement governing
procedures to bring bigger estuary issues to the table for
discussion.

Windell Curole, chairman of estuary program’s
management conference, asked the conference Thursday to
consider creating an executive committee to which ,
management conference officers could turn on significant
issues.

The discussion comes in the wake of a major move for the
estuary program.

Since its inception in 1990, the state Department of
Environmental Quality administered the program. On July
1, the Louisiana Universities Marine Consortium
(LUMCON) in Cocodrie took over that role.

Because the management conference meets only quarterly,
and because its officers and local legislators wanted to push
the transfer through this past legislative session, they were
unable to consult the full management conference.

“Jt was a fast-moving event, and the whole time I tried to
think about what the management conference would prefer,
but I did not feel comfortable (with making the decision to
transfer),” said Curole. “I would have felt a lot more
comfortable if we had had some type of executive
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committee that I could have discussed it with.”

Curole said the executive committee would be made up of
management conference members, representatives of local,
state and federal agencies, as well as representatives of the
agriculture, fisheries and oil industries and private
landowners.

“We do think it’s vital that the executive committee be
balanced,” said Kerry St. Pe’, BTNEP director. “We can’t
just have agency people on it, but a subset of everyone on
the management conference.” '

The executive committee would discuss current projects

and those under consideration by the management
conference. The executive committee would submit a report -
on projects to the management conference, which would
then vote on the issue at hand.

“That’s how most organizations work,” said Curole.

Those interested in various issues and not on the
management conference could also lend their voices to the
executive committee. Though they would not have a vote,
they could serve as ad hoc members of the committee if the
management conference approves the committee, said St.
Pe’.

Setting up an executive committee would free up more
meeting time for discussion of larger issues affecting the
Barataria-Terrebonne estuary, Curole said.

“Most of our meeting time (consists of) us sitting down
discussing contracts, but because of our budget constraints,
we talk a lot about relatively small amounts of money that
don’t affect the big issues in the estuary.”

Some of those 1ssues, said Curole, involve the area’s
problems with saltwater intrusion into Bayou Lafourche and
the reintroduction of Mississippi River water into the
estuary through Davis Pond.

“We do seem to spend an inordinate amount of time dealing
with details,” said

Len Bahr, Gov. Mike Foster’s coastal advisor and a
management conference member. “1 think we would trust
the program office in dealing with some of those issues.”

The management conference is expected to take action on
the proposed executive committee after discussion at the

Page 2 of 3
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next meeting Oct. 16.

In other business, program staff updated the management
conference on the budget.

The program needs more than $418,000 for fiscal year 2002
to cover administrative costs, but was allocated only
$305,000.

The more than $113,000 shortfall, they say, will be made up
by dropping a $60,000 project from its work pian and by
reducing the estuary program’s printing of educational
materials by nearly $53,000.

Program officials, however, say they are looking at other
funding sources to rebuild the supply of educational
material, much of which was lost to floodwaters last month.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina gaudet(@dailycomet.com.
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Estuary Foundatlon calls
for summit part1c1pat10n

chrcsentatjvcs of. thc Bara-
tarfa-Terrebonne Estuary
Foundation are calling on com-
munity leaders from Pointe
Coupee to the Gulf to partici-
pate- in -Governor Foster's

~ Coastal Summit 2001. The
Summit will take place August
15 at the Pennington Biomedi-
cal Research Center in Baton
Rouge.

Federal and State officials
necd lo ‘see the interest and
support from the business
community and local leaders

. from the Barataria and Terre-
banne estuary. Addressing.
land loss will take the concert-
ed support of all sectors of the
cominunity as federal and state
officials spread sparse dollars
across a fraglle coast.

‘Chris Hallowell, author of the
recently released "Holding
Back The Sea”, will be the {ea-
tured luncheon speaker during
Governor Foster's Coastal Sum-
mit 2001.

Hallowell's effort looks at the
disastrous effe¢t of man's at-
tempt to mold nature, specifi-
cally the Mississippi River to
human needs and, now, the
struggle to correct the damage.
Three centuries of leveeing,
flood control efforts, canal
dredging, and the introduction
of exotic flora and fauna have

-5 resulted in the potential for en-

wronmcnta] catastrophe.

Themed "Reaching To The
Future", the summit will pro-
vide updates on the state of the
Louisiana coast and Coast
2050 - the blueprint for a sus-
tainable coast. In addition to
the updates. concurrent ses-
sions in the aftermoon will ‘ad-
dress federal, state,” local and
non-governmental roles 'in
coastal restoration and the ef-
fecl of Louisfana's coast on the
rest of the nation.

Louisiana loses 25 to 35
square miles of wetland loss

‘every yéar with two-thirds of

this loss occurring in the Bara-
taria and Terrebonne estuary.
The scale of wetland loss could
potentially- cost the State of
Louistana and its residents not
only their homes and liveli-
hoods, but billions of dollars in

commercial and recreational

fisheries. harvest, mineral reve-
nues, waterborne commerce,

" and protection from the impacts

of hurricanes and tropical
storms.

Registration for the Summit
begins at 7:30 a.m. with the
opening remarks beginning at
8:30 a.m. The conference will
adjourn at 4:00 p.m. For reg-
istration and detailed Summit
information, contact Kyle Rodri- |
guez in the Governor's Office at
(225) 342-3968.




Houma, ) A

THE COURIER, SUNDAY, JULY 22, 2001

N

FROM POINTE COUPEE TO THE GULF

Mississippi River diversions having positive effects on estuaries

By ROD E. EMMER, Ph.D.
Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Fouxdation

| recently had a chance to discuss
Mississippi River diversions with
Chuck Villarubia, a scientist with the
state. He described the interesting
studies he has been conducting on
diversions and what he has docu-
mented. 1 thought the readers of
From Pointe Coupee to the Guli
would like to hear from him, so !
asked him to share some of whal he
has learned. Villarubia shares his
observations in his own words in the
following piece.

“So this is what it used to be like
before the levees. With the
Caernarvon Freshwater Diversion
flow at 6,500 cubic feet per second,
the marsh and brown water merged.
The airboat driver had no trouble
negatiating the flooded marsh. When
we stopped the marsh seemed alive.
Birds and frogs were singing. We had

evian seen a coyole on a ridge and a
river otter frolicking in the canal. This
is ‘what the diversion is about, land,
wildiife and fish.

The connection between the river
and the marsh is clearly evident from
aerial photography. Numerous old
channels and crevasses can be seen
snaking through the landscape.
Béfore the levees, these channels pro-
villed the nutrients and sediment that
the marsh needs to survive. The mix-
ing of fresh and salt water create the
conditions which make the estuary so
productive. To be sure, the levees are
useful.

They provide flood protection and
efficient navigation allowing us to live
along the river. But it has come at a
price to the marshes.

*Caernarvon started operations in
1991 as an attempt to restore g more
historical salinity paftern to the
Breton Sound Estuary. Its goals are {0
enhance marsh and reduce marsh

loss, and promote commercial and
recreational fish and wildlife produc-
tivity. The project is largely accom-
plishing those goals. Historically,
marshes in the estuary were com-
posed of fresh marsh in the upper
estuary grading into brackish condi-
tions in the middle to saline marsh in
the lower estuary. Lack of freshwater
input has, over time, allowed more
brackish and saline conditions to-pre-
vail in the estuary. Freshwater diver-
sion at Caemnarvon has reversed the
trend to a saltier estuary and restored
more ‘fresh -conditions in the upper
basin. The fresh marsh that is return-
ing to the estuary helps provide a
more diverse set of habitats for fish
and wildlife populations,

“To offset the natural sinking of the
marsh in our estuaries and sea-level
rise, marshes need to grow faster
than the subsidence rate. It's a con-
stant battle but sediment inpug and a
high growth rate for the marsh plants

help the marsh stay above water. The
river supplies the nutrients and sedi-

-ment for the marsh to stay in the

fight. In just three years of operations,
a sample area of around 2,300 acres of
land showed an 18 percent increase in
marsh areas which amounted to 406
acres. This increase is largely due to
marsh growing faster due to salinity
reduction and sediment and nutrients
fram the river. Studies, funded by the
Department of Natural Resources at
Louisiana State University and
University of Louisiana at Lafayene
confinm the marsh in the upper basin
is responding to the diversion, grow-
ing faster and keeping up with the
subsidence in the area.

“The effect of the diversion on fish-
eries is a camplicated process. In
addition to the flow of the diversion,
many factors unrelated to the diver-
sion affect fish productivity and distri-
bution. A freeze can increase shrimp
populations hy reducing speckled

trout, which eat shrimp. Another
complication is that fish species that
prefer sallier condidons have moved
inland as the estuary salinity pattemns
changed prior to the diversion.
Fishers have become accustomed 1o
harvesting shrimp and oysters in the
more inland parts of the basin which
place them in conflict with coastal
restoration efforts.

"The current thinking regarding
fisheries and diversions .is that the
diversion will move or displace har-
vesting seaward, as opposed to the
inland movemept that has occurred
since the Jevees were built, With time,
however, the productivity of the basin
should increase: more nutrients,
more vegetation, more shrimp food,
more shrimp, more fish. Shrimpers,
and to a lesser degree, monitoring
data suggest that a seaward move-
ment of harvesting has occurred
since Caernarvon has opened.
However, monitoring data also indi-

cale that juyenile white and brown
shrimp use salinities below five parts
per thousand as nursery grounds. Sa
critical nursery habitat for shrimp is
expanding with the diversion, -

“Overall, productivity of the basin
seems to be increasing. Commercial
landings for shrimp are about the
sarne prior to and after the diversion.
Most finfish species monilored
showed simitiar or higher post-diver-
sion catch rates. Alligators, muskrats,
and waierfowl have also increased. A
major rebound in the bass fishery has
occusred and gained nauonal recogni-
tion."

The Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program office

“can be contacled at 447-8092,

(800) 2590869, or P.O. Box
1336, Thibodaux, LA 70J02 or
vig e-mafl at y
sandra_k@deq.state la.us. {
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cruise measured its msmzmmn.
ever zone of hypoxia, only 1,700
uoe»_,m miles and ws.m375m
only halfway from the river's
mouth to the Texas border.

Rabalais said the zone this
vear actually might be larger
than the 8,006 square miles she
measured; but her cruise
aboard the research vessel Peli-
can was unable to continue west
along the Texas coast because
of time constraints.

And although the low-oxygen
zone covers only the bottom-
most layer of water in many
places in the Gulf, Rabalais said
there was no available oxygen
at all in the lowest 60 feer of
water at several ‘spots where
the water was only 100 feet
deep.

s, the dead zone has faftened cmnx up thi
“year fo zsmm wet muzsm w:n w:SSmh :

(.1..1 Mississippl River

At some of those spots, she-

said, crabs that normally live on
the Gulf floor were spotted on
the surface, a probable effect of
the stress caused by lack of oxy-
gen.

Scientists think that shrimp
and mmr Z::_ away to avoid

-

- dead zone has gone Go
_,% D ZONE BIGGESFEVER ' vy .

Aft
s .oo:a_

Oxygen-deprived area
reaches record size

By Mark Schielfsteln
Staff writer

The Gulf of Mexico's largest-
ever dead zone, an
8,000-square-mile. blanket of
water devoid of sufficient oxy-
gen to support life, has formed
along the floor of the Guif coast-
line from the Mississippi River
to an area west of Sabine Pass

in Texas, a Louisiana scientist-

reported Thursday.

Louisiana Universities Ma-
rine Consortium researcher
Naney Rabalais, who heads a
team of scientists that has meas-
ured the low-oxygen area for 17
summers, blamed the growth on
nutrients carvied into the Guif
by spring- flooding along the
upper Mississippi River and on.
increased rainfall along the riv-
er's watershed this summer.

The heavy rains this vear fol-

" lowed two years of drought con-

ditions, during -which -time
fertilizer applied by farmers in
the Midwest built up on land
and in streambeds. ]
Agricultural fertilizer:and nu-
trients from industry and sew-

STAFF MAP

low-oxygen areas if they can,
but organisms living on and in
the bottom sediments are killed.
Rabalais said she thinks a re-
cent fish kill at Grand Isle
might have resulted from low-
oxygen conditions just offshore.

Rabalais
sults allow her 16 cumply with a
playtal request of federal Envi-
ronmental Pratection Agency
Administrator Christine Todd
Whitman, former govermor of
New Jersey. It seems Whitman
didn't appreciate that Rabalais
was in the habit of equating the
size of the dead zone with the
size of New Jersey and wanted
her to stop. “Wew. now the hy-
poxic zone is bigger than New
Jersey,” Rabalais said. “Ii's the
size of Massachusetts,”

Hypoxia task force

This year's dead-zone meas-
urements come as environmen-
tal groups struggle to get a
cautious Congress and the Bush
administration to act on recom-
mendations .made by a task
force appointed by President

¢aid this year's re-

Clinton to reduce the nutrient
loads in the Mississippi that
cause the low-oxygen condi-
tions.

" The task force recommended
a variety of voluntary programs
for farmers to reduce the
amount .of fertilizer they use,
planting of. filjer stxrips along
fields, rebuilding wetlands
along rivers and uibutaries that
are part of the Mississippi sys-
tem, and restoring wetlands
along the Louisiana coast as a
means of removing nutrients.

" Doug U»_m_m_ Jhypoxia pro-
gram director for the Missis-
sippi River Basin Alliance, said
environmental groups and agri-
cultural agencies in Louisiana
are urging congressional sup-
port for Agriculture Depart-
ment budget requests ‘that

"Would pay for parts of the plan

involving agricultural land.
Meanwhile, staffers for U.S.
Sens. John Breaux and Mary
Landrieu, both D-La., are push-
ing to add $2 million to a Com-
merce Department
appropriations bill that would
let the hypoxia task force con-

tinue ‘its nutrient-reduction re-
search. .

Robert Wayland, director of
EPA's Office of Wetlands,
Oceans and Watersheds, sdid

Ahis agency is moving ahead with

at least ome pilot program
aimed at am::D,Em ways to re-

- duce nutrients along the Ohio

River, a major tributary of the
Mississippi. EPA also will fi-

nance the %v,m_ovam:ﬁ of an ac.

tion plan for lower E_mnmwm:%_.

River ,Sﬁm to deal with their
nurrient problems, he said.

“I dort want to put words in
the jhouths of Bush people
here. but I know Administrator
Whitman is aware of and con-

‘cerried about the problem.” he
"said.

Wayland said this year's re-
sults confirm that last vear’s
much-smaller dead zone was an
anomaly.

*[ think it points up our need
to be looking at long-term aver-
ages and not a one-time event,”
he said. *There were some peo-
ple who, after seeing last year's

results, felt that our dead-zone’

PN

illa, expert says

age treatment plants. in the 32
states that form the river's wa-
tershed stimulate the growth of
algae in the warm Gulf of Mex-
ico waters. When the algae die,
they sink to the ocean floor and
use up oxygen as they decom-
pose. creating a condition called
‘hypoda. | P

Oxygen is not replenished at

that depth because fresh water
from -the Mississippi can't pen-
etrate the heavier, saltier water
in the Gulf

Two extremes

Last year, Rabalais’ research

See DEAD ZOKE, A.5
P4

” problems were solved”
Probiems in Midwest

In the Midwest, several local-
ides found out this spring that
high levels of nutrients, can
-cause problems much closer to
horpe.

? Des Moines, lowa, omms»_m
39 the city’s Water Works re-
‘Sama the highest-ever nitrate

7 level i in the Raccoon River, the
source of the city’s drinking
water, in May. At 17.5 parts per
million, the nitrates were well
zzove the 10 parts per million
aiiowed by federal drinking-
water standards. forcing the
ciry to switch to the Des Moines
\mzm_, and increase its ireat-
ment efforts.

*] think somebody needs to
really sit down and look at the
data and say, ‘What is this tell-
ing us? " Water Works manager

L.D. McMullen told the Des
Moines Register.

Wayvland sees a silver lining
to such concerns.

“I think it certainly will help
if people recognize a need to re-
spond to these problems in their
own watersheds,” he said, “It's
always been a challenge to get
people to accept that their agri-
cultural practices in Wisconsin
or Illinois result in these prob-
lems in the Gulf of Mexico.”

rgachec at
Zlimesoicayune.coT 0

Emnzm_.m.-
(634) 8252327,

[y O
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Telling the story of south La. oil
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tatest South Louisianans know a few things about the oil and gas industry.
& ElEl
~Catendar

L Scoreboard

] Community ]

Whether working the rigs, providing services to them from shore or
waiting for family members to return home from their seven days on,
residents have become intimately acquainted with the ways of the wells.

As the state nears its 100th year as a player in the oil and gas industry
next month, the federal agency that oversees oil and gas-activity in the
| beal Extaie Gylf of Mexic_:o is qunsoring a years-lo_ng ‘study into theAevqution of thfa
HMerchandise oil and gas industry in Louisiana and its impact on residents and their
communities.

"We were always captured by the idea of how this industry grew up and
how significant this unigue geography was to not only the way the
industry developed, but to all the various service companies that
developed around the oil and gas industry," said Diane Austin, an
anthropoilogist with the University of Arizona.

The U.S. Depariment of the Interior's Minerals Management Service
(MMS) has contracted with researchers from the University of Arizona,
Louisiana State University and the University of Houston to expiore
these and other facets of the evolution of the industry.

For now, the study ~ an extension of an earlier study researchers with
the University of Arizona conducted beginning in 1997 — will focus on
Use your Headbone! Lafourche, Terrebonne, St. Mary and Iberia parishes.

Those with stories to tell should contact the Barataria-Terrebonne
Estuary Foundation at (877) ESTUARY, any branch of the Lafourche
Parish library or e-mail researchers at oilhist@u.arizona.edu.

They are now expanding the scope of their research efforts. Arizona
researchers will begin gathering community-focused oral histories in
September from residents about their experiences with the industry.

They will train residents, primarily teachers, in interviewing techniques.
Those residents will then collect oral histories from those who have both
worked in the industry or been affected by it.

Researchers will gather histories from industry pioneers, managers and
entrepreneurs — those people who created the organizations and
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necessary technology for the.development of oil and gas - from
workers, family members, community leaders and others whose lives
have been shaped by the industry; and finally, from government and
political leaders who deveioped the regulations that govern the industry.

Researchers will begin conducting interviews with those people who
have knowiedge of the earliest period of the industry’s development, the
1930s to 1960s.

"One of the realities is that if we don’t capture these stories now, we’re
not going to get them,"” said Austin. "This is a case where bringing oral
history into the more traditional documentary history is critical because
there’s a lot of this that's never been documented."

In the second year of the study, researchers will be expanding the
project even further, moving into the later years of the industry and into
other areas of the state.

Locally, researchers will be working with project partners, including the
Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program. Program officials say
they hope the project will aid in the restoration of the estuary system.

"There are few things more important to us as individuals than our
cultural heritage,” said Kerry St. Pe’, director of the estuary program.
“Their experience and stories might encourage understanding for a new
generation charged with restoring the estuary amidst the current
offshore activity."

Other project partners inciude the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary
Foundation, Louisiana Technical College-Young Memorial Campus,
Nicholls State University and local libraries and school districts.

Austin, likewise, said the histories will play a central role in the project,
the direction of which will be dictated by residents and their stories.

"The oral history is going to play a major role in understanding the
overall story," said Austin. "We'll be expanding as we're directed by
people in the community. We want to take advantage of all the local
knowledge ... and have (people) help us identify what stories need to
be captured.”

The overall story also includes the industry’s relation to not oniy the
coastal culture and society, but also its landscape and economy.

University of Houston researchers will be busy examining the corporate
side of the industry, while LSU researchers will work with the Minerals
Management Service.and U.S. Coast Guard to track down the history of
industry regulations.

The project is being financed under a cooperative agreement between
the Minerals "Management Service and LSU's Center for Energy
Studies.

Claudia Rogers, a social anthropologist in the Minerals Management
Service's regional office in New Orleans, said the study is necessary
because of the changing nature of the industry.



HoumaToday - Telling the story of south La. oil Page 3 of 3

Though MMS will use the data collected to comply with federal policy, a
major emphasis behind the projects is the human aspect.

"The whole complexion of the oil and gas industry is changing so much
because of mergers and globalization,” said Rogers. "There are new
demands on people who work in the industry. It's not the same bang for
the buck as it once was ... We're expanding our understanding of what
happens to the human face of the industry.”

Inshore impacts, such as those to La. 1, will also be examined, said
Rogers.

Those with stories to tell should contact the Barataria-Terrebonne
Estuary Foundation at (877) ESTUARY, any branch of the Lafourche
Parish library or e-mail researchers at oilhist@u.arizona.edu.

- Ytifo Eéiii méﬁesihuak A

Copyright © 2001 Houma Today

\\"-‘/

e i e S HCTIATINNT NN e £ T NN 1 InnnN1



St. Charles
HERALD-GUIDE

Boutte, LA

SEMI-WEEKLY

cess iy rivg Flureus
“P.0. Box i 051
Rainn Ronge, T A 70890
— -
Phone (225) 252-171%

AUC— 1-01

Oil and gas

M3
The Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary.
Program and its Foundation will be assisting

the U.S. Department of Interior’s Minerals
Management Service (MMS) is sponsoring a
oroject to examine the historical evolution of
‘he offshore oil and gas industry and its effects
n Louisiana’s coastal culture, economy, land-
icape, and society. MMS, ‘which manages off-
‘hore ol and gas exploration 4nd production in
he Gulf of Mexico, is interested in capturing
nd synthesizing information from three main
serspectives.

The first perspective is that of the industry’s
ioneering engineers, managers and entrepre-
eurs who created the organizations and tech-
~7y required to produce oil and gas, some-
\ hundreds of miles from land in thou-
auws of feet of water.

The second perspective is that of workers,
imily members of workers, community lead-
rs and others whose lives have been shaped
y the offshore industry The third perspective
-that of the governmental and political lead-
's who developed the strategies and laws that

e used by MMS to regulate and manage the
\Dment of offshore resources.
> are few things more important to us

’ as indi

'uxm'v',xuuam than.our Lunurzu nenta‘re Our

‘efders:have much to [each us about the natur-

al system we live in,” according to Kerry St
Pe, Director of the Barataria-Tenrebonne
National Estuary Program.

“Their experience and stories may encour- °

age understanding for a new generation

. charged with restoring the estuary amidst the

current offshore activity “

In addition to assistance from Barataria-
Terrebonne, researchers from the University of
Louisiana - at Lafayette, Nicholls = State

Arizona are working together on this project.

The University of Arizona researchers, led

by Diane Austin and Tom McGuire, are

- responsible for gathering the community-

focused oral histories that are a central part of
the project. They will train and employ local
residents, primarily schoolteachers, to work as
project partners. :
The university and comrnunity researchers
will conduct interviews with people who have
worked in all aspects of the oil and gas indus-
try and who have been affected by the indus-
try. They will talk with local entrepreneurs,

hlstory to be studiec

workers, family mcmb_crs_, community
and others who can share informatic
how this industry developed and evol
interviews will be recorded -and arct
they are available within the commu
researchers and scholars.

Photographs, diagrams, and other i
tion will also be gathered copie
archived.

The community component .of this
project will begin in the spring and sur

_ 2001 and is expected to continue for
University, Louisiana State University, the
University of Houston, and the University of

years During 2001, the researchers wi
in Iberia, St Mary, Terrebonne, and La

* Parishes.

They will focus first on the earliés

 of development, from the 1930%5-196(

will work to capture the stories of the
who were involved in the industry at th
“We are looking for people who h
ries to tell” Says Cullen Curole
Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foun
“Please pass dlong-the word about thi:
If you, a family or friend would like
part of this project, please notfy u:
877ESTUARY, that’s 1-877-378-8279.
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By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

GRAND ISLE -- Louisiana’s coastal restoration advocates have been trying for years to get their message
out to the rest of the nation.

But that often proves difficult, some say, when many of the state’s own residents are unaware of the rapid
decline of the state’s marshlands -- and how its coastal probiéims affect its non-coastal areas.

Some, however, have been working to change that.

Sixty-four 4-H students from around the state this summer are taking part in Marsh Maneuvers, a series of
four, four-day summer camps emphasizing marine education. Begun 13 years ago near Vermilion Bay and
now conducted at Grand Terre Island northeast of Grand Isle, Marsh Maneuvers often brings together
students from opposite ends of the state.

“We try to mix kids from North and South Louisiana. It’s neat to see kids from Caddo and Lafourche
parishes find out what each other’s world is about,” said Rex Caffey, an extension specialist with the LSU
AgCenter and the LSU Sea Grant College Program, both sponsors of the educational effort. “What they
realize, despite their differences, is that they’re both losing their heritages for various reasons, whether
through (increased) farming or fishing regulations.”

“We get to experience what people around Grand Isle do for a living like commercial fishing,” said Noni
Miller, 18, a recent high school graduate from Breaux Bridge. Miller and other participants said an interest in
not only the local culture, but in the state’s fight against coastal land loss led them to Marsh Maneuvers.

This summer, participants are from Lafayette, St. Martin, St. John the Baptist and Rapides parishes.
Each year, 4-H students from four parishes participant in Marsh Maneuvers.

For some of them, coastal land loss is something they have heard of, but not something they have to face
daily, as many students in South Louisiana do.

“I knew about the problem before, but they told us how much land we were losing each year, and I didn’t
know it was going that fast,” said Randall Thiels, 17, a senior from Alexandria.

“Where we live we don’t really realize that the coast is eroding,” said Ryan Albert, 17, a senior from St.
Martinville. “But when you get down here, it becomes a reality.”

That realization is a main topic of discussion for those taking part in Marsh Maneuvers. Marsh Maneuvers is
a cooperative effort between the LSU AgCenter and the state Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

The LSU Sea Grant College Program and Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program also help sponsor
the camps, and staff from the various agencies help with student curriculum and instruction.

Students receive extensive education in coastal ecology, in both classroom- and nature-based settings. -
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Project will be fascinating

‘When people in the rest of the country think about South Louisiana, they probably
picture marshes, alligators and Bourbon Street. But to people here, the economy can
be summed up in even fewer words: oil and gas.

Before the arrival of the gambling industry a few years ago, few people could live
and work in these parts without having some contact with the industry that supplies
the nation’s energy.

Next month will mark the 100th anniversary of the state’s involvement in oil and
gas. Coinciding with that event will be the kickoff of a study co-sponsored by the
Minerals Management Service and LSU’s Center for Energy Studies.

Together, the groups will try to create a history of this region as it relates to oil and
gas. Also involved are the University of Arizona, the University of Houston, the
Barrataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program, the Louisiana

Technical College-Young Memorial Campus, Nicholls State University, and local
libraries and school districts.

Obviouély, oil and gas have affected many aspects of our history — culture and
society, the landscape and environment, as well as the economy.

Unfortunately, fewer and fewer of the people who were directly involved in the
development of the industry are still around to share their knowledge.
That’s why the groups are eager to get started.

They are planning on conducting interviews with many of the folks who were
involved in the oil and gas heyday from the 1930s to the 1960s.

To do so, they will train teachers in the art of interviewing and send them out to
gather oral histories from those who know the material the best — the industry
pioneers, the managers and the entrepreneurs, as well as workers, family members,
community leaders, government officials and political leaders.

For now, the study will focus on Lafourche, Terrebonne, St. Mary and Iberia
parishes. Gradually, the scope of the study will widen.

In the end, if the project is done carefully and thoroughly, it should be a fascinating
look at one of the most important historical influences on our area.

We wish the researchers well as they embark on this important study.
Editorials represent the opinions of this newspaper and not of any one individual.

As such, editorials are unsigned. Signed columns represent the individual opinion c
the columnist and not necessarily of this newspaper.



On Wednesday, students traveled to Grand Isle to learn of its significance as a barrier island and to Queen N
- Bess Island, which, in the 1960s, was one of only three pelican rookeries in the state.

After having been reintroduced in the state from Florida in the early 1970s, the brown pelican now flourishes
on the island.

Students will also collect and learn to identify various marine species, as well as take part in stewardship
exercises on-Grand Terre Island.

There, students will plant native trees to help stabilize certain areas of the island, using native plants grown
by other students participating in Coastal Roots, a project that allows junior and senior high school students
to use the native plants they grow in greenhouses in coastal restoration projects, which is another topic about
which students will learn a good deal.

“The big thing is to let them know there are a lot of stakeholders (affected by coastal restoration projects),
from fishermen to landowners to environmental lobbyists,” said Caffey. B
To emphasize the difficulty in reaching consensus among all these parties, students are assigned those and
other roles and then weigh both the short-term and long-term pros and cons of a “hypothetical” restoration
project — the Davis Pond Fresh Water Diversion project in St. Charles Parish, which will be operational later
this year — and, ultimately, decide whether that project will “live or die.”

“They’ll have to use the concepts they learn to make their case,” said Caffey.
“What they don’t know is that there will be a lawsuit either way.”

Wildlife and Fisheries agents will summons the students, who will again have to present convincing
arguments to make their case.

All in all, camp instructors say Marsh Maneuvers has left an impression on its participants, and this week’s
participants, many of them new restoration advocates, seem to agree.

“I think something needs to be done about this,” said Shelley Martin, 15, a sophomore from Lafayette who
said she really had no knowledge of the state of Louisiana’s wetlands prior to Marsh Maneuvers. “We need
to be serious and invest more money and not just sit around.”

Students interesting in participating in Marsh Maneuvers must be 4-H members. For more information about
becoming a member, students should contact their local LSU AgCenter office.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.

Go 1o the top of the page
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corps to open Davis in fall

Jack Fredine gave an enlight-
ened talk on the progress and pur-
pose of the Davis Pond Freshwater
Diversion project, which he is
managing for the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers, to the St
Charles Rotary Club Wednesday.

It is now scheduled to go on line
this fall. only a slight delay trom
the originally scheduled spring
opening,

Considering that the project was
authorized by Congress in 1965,
the delay is just a drop in the buck-
et. But it was not until 1993 that
the Corps got the participation of
the La. Department of Natural
Resources. That's when the state
became real’ serious about saving
IS coast.,

The bencfits of the project e
obvious. And the biggest is eco-
nomic.

If the coast disappears, so will
the nursery waters where 40 per-
cent of the commercial fish pro-

duced in the
Lountry are
born. Half of
that is right
here in  the
Barataria Basin

which the
Davis  Pond
project  will

nourish. But it
is expected to
prevent only 10 percent of the
expected erosion in the basin,
which indicates how much more
we have to do.

Safety is also a main reason to
save the coast. Our wetlands serve
as a buffer when storms approach.

If we aet fast, Bayou Des
Allemands and Lakes
Catouaichie and Saivador will be
open water from the Gulf by the
year 2040. That would bromg
storm .surges right to our
doorsteps.

Also on the list of benefits is

vecreation.  With  almost
every other carport in St.
Charles harboring a fishing
boat, it is obvious how
much pleasure we get from
the wetlands that surround
us.

Authorities are sched-
uled to start negotiating
this month on the reloca-
tion of oyster leases that
will be affected by opening of the
project. The fresh water flowing
from the Mississippi River will
not hurt oyster production in the
basin overall. In fact it could
improve it. But it will push the
production further south as the
fresh water from the river pushes
the brackish water where oysters
LIOW away.

That factor put a kink into the
operation of the Carnaervon diver-
sion project downriver from New
Onrleans when oyster producers got
a judgement of $40 million from
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the state for damages, to' their oys-
ter beds. The state and torps do
not want that to happensagain.

A Davis Pond advlseryi commit-
tee will be formed to menitor the
effects of the diversion pnce it is
opened. Included will be-yepresen-
tatives from parish governments in
the area, Barataria-Terrebonne
estuaty program, comnmercial fish-
ermen, landowners and.state and
federal agencies.

Plans for the large Bonnet Carre
diversion project which would
have helped freshen up Lake
Pontchartrain and wetlands east of ~
the tiver have been pput on hold,
Fredine said. Opposition arose
from people who thought there
would be too. much of'a deleteri-
ous effect on the lake from algae
growth and fish kills.

Fredine said that consideration
is being given to two smaller
diversions, one of them at Bonnet
Carre and one above LaPlace.
Those two projects plus reducing
the depth of the Mississippi River
Guif Qutlet in St. Bernard Parish
would produce benefits similar
that which the original Bonnet
Carre project would have brought.
In fact some people would like to
see many smalter diversions along
the river which would not have the
impact of the larger diversions but
would spread the fresh water over
alarger area.

Perhaps if we had envisioned
the erosion that would result when
we built the river levees, we would
have allowed for such diversion to
keep the coast intagt. And we
would not be facing such a prob-
lem today.

The fuwre of Louisiana’s coast
could rest on what Congress does
this year on the proposed
Conservation and Reconstruction
Act. It would give Louisiana up to
$300 million a year for 15 yearsto
save its coast, It is expected to cost’
at least that much to keep what we
have. :
The bill passed the House over-
whelmingly last year but failed to
even make the floor. of the other
chamber where senators did not
want 1o give up the power of
appropriating that much money
cach year.

Cong. Billy Tauzin, who is
introducing it into the House
again, says the key to passage will
be strong support from President
George W. Bush. Without it, he
expects it to flounder again in the
Senate.

The money at stake comes from
some $4 billion in federal offshore
oil revenue, most of which comes
from off the Louisiana coast. And
a lot of the destruction of our wet-
lands came from that production.

So doesn't it figure’that we
should get enough back.to keep
them intact?

Maybe if we changed the name
of our wetlands 1o the Louisiana
Everglades, we would have a bet-
ter chance. It seems nothing is
spared to save that Florida enclave
of wildlife and fauna.
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Program is a good lesson ~

There is a common problem that faces those who want to save Louisiana’s
coastal wetlands: Many people are completely unaware of the critical problems
facing our environment.

Unfortunately, that problem is not limited to people in the rest of the country.
People around here are also often uninformed about the disappearing wetlands.

So, before we can hope to do anything about the problems, we have to educate
people about them.

The LSU AgCenter and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
helped spread the word to a group of 64 4-H members from around the state this
week through Marsh Maneuvers.

The program, which this year includes students from Lafayette, St. Martin, St.
John the Baptist and Rapides parishes, gives the students an up-close view of our
precious wetlands through four, four-day summer camps emphasizing marine
education.

Set on Belle Terre Island near Grand Isle, the camps give students who might
otherwise have limited access to real Louisiana wetlands the chance to see therr—"
for themselves.

The camp has gotten rave reviews from participants and this year is no
exception.

“I knew about the problem before, but they told us how much land we were
losing each year, and I didn’t know it was going that fast,” said Ryan Albert, a
17-year-old high school senior from Alexandria.

- In addition to the state agencies, the LSU Sea Grant College Program and the

Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program help sponsor the program, so
there is no lack of qualified instructors to help teach the lessons.

The program gives the students extensive lessons in coastal ecology, using
classrooms and nature. The students plant native plants to help stabilize certain
areas of Grand Terre, and learn about the 1sland’s significance as a barrier.

Now in its 13th year, the program seems to be a good way to give our students a
lesson in something all Louisianans ought to know: the perils facing our
wetlands and some of the possible solutions. That has to be a good thing.

Editorials represent the opinions of this newspaper and not of any one !
individual. As such, editorials are unsigned. Signed columns represent the
individual opinion of the columnist and not necessarily of this newspaper.
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Dh light of erfis' on

By The Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS - Officials with the
Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and
‘Restoration Act task force agreed Tuesday
to spend $63.250 to entice visiting media to
hear, see and spread the story of
Louisiana's disappearing coastline.

The effort is being spearheaded by the
Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program, ground zero for wetlands loss,
and a local foundation that helps finance
the program. The Barataria-Terrebonne
Estuary Foundation has agreed to spend
$7,500 to help in the effort.

“On Jan. 27, the world's eye will be on
New Orleans,” said Lynn Schonberg, who

is coordinating the publicity campaign for

the estuary program. “This is an opportuni-

_ tytoreachanational and international audi-

ence without leaving home.”

Schonberg said she’s already gotten the
New Orleans Host Committee for Super
Bowl XXX VI to.cooperate, and has received

preliminary approval from NFL officials to .

have a table in the official media center and
at both the international and national media
parties during the week before the game.

Officials will contact the media between

now and January to offer reporters tours of

wetlands damage and restoration projects.
The idea is to get the information contained
in stories reporters may produce on
Louisiana and New Orleans whﬂe here for
the football extravaganza.

ANFAR
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“On Jan. 27, the world’s eye will be on New

‘Orleans. This is an opportunity to reach a national

and international audience without leaving home.”

A}

Lynn Schonbé}g; ou'biicity coordinator for the Baraté;ia{-Terrebon'ne National Estuary Program

Persuading Fox’s on-air personalities to
talk -about wetland loss during the game

wotld be the lagniappe that would make

‘the effort'a resounding success, Schonberg

said. -,
Schonbergs staff also will produce a 3¢-
second public -service announcement to

run on televisions in the media center and
at the partiés, spofs she hopes to persuade

local TV Stations to run during Super Bowl
week.
Also Tuesday, the wetlands task force

agreed-to .consider only a-dozen requests

for financing during the 12th year of the
Breaux’ Act, as 'the wetlands restoration

. program isknown. -

- That would mean only four or five new
restoration -projects would be started. in
2002.°In previous years, the task force has
sifted through as many as 120 different
projects “before deciding on starting con-
struction of between 10 and 20 projects.

The projects have ranged from planting
wetland grasses to building siphons in lev-
ees along the Mississippi River to allow silt

and fresh water to build new wetlands in

open bays. The task force has approved
projects or parts of projects totaling $389
million, and completing all the projects will
cost an additional $700 mﬂhon to $800 mil-
fion. :
Army Corps of Engineers Col. Thomas

“Julich, chairman -of the task force, said it's .
“time*t6” determine which completed proj-

ects “work and why; .and to find ways to
speed ‘construction .of new projects.

One task J ulich hopes to accomplish dur-
‘ing the hill-is’to develop a plan to relocate
.0 ysterbeds tha e in the path of proposed
- Breaux Act projects. Often, the cost of buy-
' mg “out oyster leaseshas made it too expen-_

sive "{o " build .some of the mostneeded:
restoration projects, officials say.

The task force includes representatives
of the corps, :Environmental Protection
Agency, National Marine Fisheries
Services, Natural Resources Conservation
Service, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and
Louisiana .Department of Natural
Resources C -
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Task force
debates
its focus

New wetlands plans
or self-evaluation?

By MIKE DIINME
Advaciie slalt wrilu

The Cowtnl Wetlandx Dlannina.
Pratection and Restoration Aoy
Task Forge debajed Tuoesday
whether o fouows on nare projecis
or spend Fome tine glancing over
itp shoulder ard svaluating itg
clfectvencss during the paw
decade, -

The question arose during a Jdis-
exszion of the pl:mninpi butdger for
the coming year for the program
that punps about $30 meiliion w $45
million Broually e lLouisians:
from hederat and stave funds ot
combating the 25 cguare milles of
cesdimtn] wellands kst wach year

=
[

Iy the Mest M0 yenrs of Gic Jrg-

Brun. UM projueets were apnsoved
and rany “there wse vome thinking
s time ta take stk of whem we
are at ... b see i we are on the right
patk,” said Cul. Tom Julieh of the
.8, Army Corpr of wngineors,
chairmean of the toxk foree.

YWim nmewed 19 ook ol moniwring
rusults gt see winn hos been Work.
ing and whit e oot and why™ asl
decrease the Lims it rakes o goet
pregects built belore adeting a whole
ot mose. Julich said,

Hdim Burpess, of the WNational
Marine Fisheries Servive, agreesd.

Burpeax said he has had problems
prlting ood monbocing data o
determine the ellfecriveness wf bz
apency's projecis. A shilt fram
yanning to evaluanng effecilve-
nusy mught allow the ask fores
agencivs e “spend some rime dJe-
batine the ouc impecls aof awr

Tl See FODUS, Page 28
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“We nead 3 thirvugh dndersiand-
ing” of wlal (e pragrant’s anpact
s buen, Burgess said at the end of
the meeting, hiz laet representiag his
agency.

Rundy Hanchey, assistant gecra-
ary of the Louisiass Deparanent of

“Matural Regources, aisp arged look-
ing at the projects’ approval process,

“\Wz have comminees upon com-
mirtees" which mabkes the prajecc
evaluation and selection proocess
Bime-crrsuning, “I think we need lo
have =ume serious dizcusgions on
w[;:{t we are geing o dn,” Flanchey
skl

The task foree is "looking at evalu-
sy Fewes projecrs™ for the commg
yveur, Julich vold the audience al e
Lyepartment  of  Wildlile amd
Fishories un Quail Dirive. {me pro-
posal, dulich sid, is W apprave thiee
projects in each of e four planning
regiong thar would be winnowed 1o
Rz W eighc projects for funding Dy
the coming yemr

The wsk: [oee ajlgo pecds to work
on bouer arpoetng ita project selec-
tion, raid Mark Digviz of the Coalivdon
1o Restore Coastal Latisizana,

There is no regquirdmenl 10 pick a
Lisr of mrajects each year and “there
35 ne right thar our individual bagins
Bl & project each wearn™ Dawis saad.
The sk faree shonld be working to

unplenwnt the overall  master
redlorytion  plan, . “Coast  2050:
Taward « Sustainadle CToagwal
Ladiziana™ .

Nu decision was made, Julich suid.
it the digcussion was w guide the
task foree's Techoical Commines,
which will brbip & recommsndoation
1 the task (oree i1 Ocinber,

The task force alss approved
money fur planning and engineermg
wark an two mmjects i has deemed
s complox.”

It approvcd $5.19% mitiun fue o
plan o diverr Mississippt River
waler into e 2ecomps anmnd Lake
Mlowrepas in the Chanrercy arua,
mimicking nature’s annual overfiow
nourishment of the dying murshes.

But Burgess of the National Ma-
rine Fighetdes Service said the total
price wag of $£7.7 million may be
niore than the program can afford
and orther “funding parners” are
needed, )

The task force alse approved
putting up $8.9 millios to help pay
frart of the $189 pmilion rebuaiding
wflvr an the beach aa Holly Beach
arca of Cameron Parish ond o
chanpe and enhance brzakwarers
that hawe been bilamed for srosion.

Ir will include pumping sand Erem
ulfshare back onte the shoreiine.

The tusk [orce’s restoralion pros
gram is paying for half of the cost
with ore-guarter - cominge fron 3 spe-
cia) (edersl appropriation o Ue sinta
this yrenr 1o heip pay for the impacts
ol oll and gas drilling o the owzer
continental ghelf. The othor quarter
is coming from the Loulslana
Wetlansts Trust Pund

Iyvn Schondery of the Barataris-
Terrobonne Mofional — Estuary
Proprame Foundation slse salined
plans to tap into the media rhat wall
be in Mew Urlcans in Jaowacy For the
National Feoiball Lecaguc’s Super
Bowl.

Hopefully. some of them can be
convineed fo write or broudeass suo-
rigs about Lovisiana's land lesy pralb-
lemng, shie satd. ]

“] nyisians loves a football feld of
lamd every 30 npautes,” Schonberg
said of the hook dsat wlll be used
We want o get the ‘wow' [actor™ tu
arorast media and then zhow rthem
the prablem, she sabd.

The tark force approved $63,500 ¢
aig the wflore.
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| " “That’ 24~po1nt lead dls'
5 peared as quick as an. acre’of
| Louisiana -swamp,” announcer
. Chris Collinsworth might say. -

5. loses -a. Tootbhall- ﬁeld-sxze -pateh .
of Wetlands every .30 mmutes,” )

1 correctmg his partner. -

.ter.federal and staté officials.
.| hope will be broadcast arotind -

| the world during January’s :.
 Super Bowl in New Orleans: -

By Mar‘k Schlelfstem
Staffwnter ; g T

" “Actually, .Chris, Loms1ana

Terry -Bradshaw would: say n'.

That’s the play-by= play Aban— :

Officials. with' the Coastal :
Wetlands Planning, Protection |

~and Restoration Act task force |
;_agreed Tuesday to . spend
- $63,250 to. enitice visiting ‘media !
_to hear, see and spread the!
. story of Lomsxanas dlsappea;r—
mg coastlme !

The -effort is bemg spear—l

1 headed by. the BaratariaTerre-
|'bonne National Estuary:
| Program, ground zero for wet-!
-lands' loss, and . local founda--
| tion’ that helps finarice the:

program. The Barataria-Terre- |

| bonne Estuary Foundation has :
| _agr'eed' to spend $7,500 to. help -
{ inthe effort. = - :

~“On’ Jan. 27 the world’s eye§

{ will-be on New- OrIeans,” said :
Tynn. Sc¢honberg, who is coordi- .
+nating -the . publicity campaign’
- for the -estuary program. “This :
is an opportunity to.reach-a ma- |
i tional ‘and international audi- :
- ence withont leaving home.”

Schoriberg said she’s already |
gatten the New Orleans Host :

- Commiittee for Supér Bowl.

XXXVI to coopera’fe and has :

- received prelimmary- approval -
- from. NFL officials' to have &

table in the ofﬁcxal media center °
and at: both the international

‘and national media parties dur- :
' ing the week before the game.

-Officials will . contact ‘the |
‘media, between now and Janu

ary’ to. offer reporters tours of |

- wetlands- damage’ and restora- |

1 tion projects. The-idea is to- get |
1 the information contained in sto-. }
Ties reporters may produce on |
| Louisiana ..and New. Orleans |
while ‘here for the football ex—,‘,
' travaganza.

Persiading Fox’s on-air per- |
' sorialities ‘to- talk about wetland |
-loss during the"game would be . |;
‘the lagniappe. that would. make |;
the effort a: resoundmg success,

Schonberg sdid.

Schonberg’s staff also wﬂl i
~produce a 30-second public serv- |;
ice annguncement to run on tel- |
{.evisions in-the media centér and |

Tmes - P ('Cai 0N E

A ug Lt <

N, 200 |

at the partles spots §; hopes
to persuadé Jocdl TV stations toi
run during Super Bow! week. x

‘Also Tuesday, the wetlands!

" task force agreed to consider:

only'a ‘dozen requests for fmane:,

. ing- during the 12th year of the
- Breaux Act; ag'the wetlands’ re-!
- storation’ progra.m is'known. ‘i

- That'wouid mean only four orx

_ five' new. restoration prOJects'
" would be started in 2002. In pre-;

- vious“years; .thé task. force has;
- sifted through-as ‘many -as: 120
. different projects before dec1d~§
" ing on starting ‘construction of!
: between 10:and 20 projects.. .. |

* The pI‘OJeCtS have ranged

~ from- planting -wetland grasses'
- to. building ‘sipkions in. levees !
" along the :Mississippi- River - to:
~allow silt and fresh water to;
“build new’ wetlands in . open:
* bays. -The task force has ap-!
. proved projects or parts of: Pro-i
_ jects totaling $389 million, ‘and:
‘completing all the prOJects “will:
- cost an additional $700 mﬂhon to";
. $800million. -~ :

Army Corps of Eng"meersx

. "Col. Thomas Julich, chairman of }
- the ‘task fotree; saJd it’s time. to.}

determine which. completed pro- !

. “jects work and why, and to"find

‘ways to speed | construcnon of ¢
new projects. - . .
" One task, Julich hopes to ac-‘

comphsh during the tull is to-de- }
“velop a plan to relocate oyster
- beds that lie'in the path -of pro-.
. posed Breaux Act- projects. ;
* Often, the cost. of buying out oy-:

ster leases has made b4 100" ex-

_ pensive to build some of the:
. most-needed restoratlon pro—
-._]ects officials say:

The task force inclirdes rep-

. resentatives -of. the corps, Envi:
- ronmental Protection. Agency;:
. National Marine Fisheries Serv-:
“ices, Natural Resources Conser-:
“vation Service, U.S. Fish &:

Wildlife ‘Service and Louisiana

" Department of Natural Re-

- _sources.

: hY
esesese o 5

: Mark Schleifstem can be reached at |

mschleifstéin@timespicayune.com or

‘ (50,4)1826'3327. »
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4—Hers attend‘r---

| Wetlands camp
at Grand Terr -

Marsh . ManeuveTs is :a'r{"'_}

, mnovatwe learning adventire
dcs:gned for high school 4-H -

“members involving hands-on -
environmental education activities.

- This wetland educational camping .
program is a joint effort of the LSU >
Ag’rwulture Center's Cooperative

. Extension Service, the Louisiana ,

' Department -of Wildlife and- ™ .-
_. Fisheries, the Louisiana Sea Grant'
--College . - Program, d:
gBaratana Terrebone Z‘Nation:

marine fisheries sampling, cast’
.netting, sport fishing, crabbing;”
‘water quality testing, seafood
-handling’ (food. safety), nature
‘viewing, "and fish and w1ldhfe"3
-identification. S
I Iberville 4-H members who.f
lattended the Marsh Maneuvers -
{Coastal Environmental Camp ‘this:.
:summer include; Johnathan Hymel, :
Travis LeGlue, Cheyenne Nichols,
Matthew Ramagos, Marcus Roy,
and Ann Sanchez.

For more information about the : :
4-H Youth Development Program ~
and  other 4-H1  campings
opportunities, call the lbervxlle4 H
Office at 687-5155. ,

- .W -i" ’
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Foster calls for ‘holy war’ against erosion

Edi . By KATINA A. GAUDET

éﬁf;:mw - NYT Regional Newspapers
August 16, 2001

Email this story.

BATON ROUGE - Louisiana needs to make an impassioned case to
the nation for a $14 billion proposal to save Louisiana’s coastline from
eroding into the Gulf of Mexico, Gov. Mike Foster says.

"We're either going to pay now and save the coast or pay later in
monstrous dislocations that are going to affect the state and the nation,”
Foster told more than 300 people Wednesday at the 2001 Coastal
Summit.

"We should have a jihad, a holy war," Foster said. "We've got to explain
* to them the frightening consequences of doing nothing.”

Each year, the state. is losing 25 to 30 square miles, and local officials
have said Terrebonne Parish, unprotected from Gulf wave action, is
_losing wetlands mare rapidly than anywhere else.

"If that rate of loss continues as it has been projected, and we take no
action, we will lose 1,000 square miles of wetlands, and if we lose that,
we'll have lost a third of this system,” said Len Bahr, the governor's
coastal advisor.

The state has lost more than 1 million acres of coastal wetlands over
the past 100 years.

Free Games! In 50 years, studies show, as many as 20 coastal communities —
Use your Headbone! including Golden Meadow and Dulac — couid be surrounded by water or

disappear, and-much-of the-wetlands used as nursery -areas for the Gulf
Coast’'s commercial fisheries wouid be gone.

Officials say the time to begin reversing that rate of loss is now because
of several factors, including the compietion of Coast 2050, the
comprehensive plan f{o save the coast, estimated to cost $14 billion in
the next 30 years.

The state’s restoration plan now operates on about $50 million a year
fram the state’s wetlands trust fund and the federal Breaux Act.

"Coast 2050 is an ambitious plan, but its aim is to save 80 percent of
the coast,” said Jack Caldwell, head of the state Department of Natural
Resources.
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Though the state has already begun 53 Coast 2050 projects, at a cost
of more than $700 million — money the state doesn’t have - it has yet to
scratch the surface, he said. :

If work started now, the effort would take $400 million to $500 million a
year.

Foster said his Global Positioning System maps, powered by satellite
technology, show that some areas where he fishes were land only three
orfour years ago.

Foster said he will convene a summit with the stale's congressional
delegation to make sure they understand the state’s commitment to
finding a way to pay for the proposal, which was drafted in 1998 and
called Coast 2050. He said a similar meeting is planned with state
business leaders.

Some conference participants said Louisiana may have difficulty
establishing credibility with the nation’s politicians and voters because-
of what they characterized as the state’s poor record on environmental
matters. '

Jim Tripp, a spokesman for Environmental Defense, a national
organization, pointed to Sen. John Breaux’s support of oil drilling in the
Alaskan National Wildiife Refuge and his stance that oil and gas
production in Louisiana have caused iitlle damage — a matter of debate
in environmental circies.

The Coast 2050 plan includes a variety of projects aimed at restoring

lost wetlands, protecting the remaining enes and building new wetlands.

lts projects inciude building batrier islands to protect inland wetlands,

diverting Mississippi River water and sediment to restore and build
wetlands, and constructing barriers to stop salt water from moving

inland.

Each project would need to be authorized by Congress under the Water
Resources Development Act, and each would cost more than $50
million.

"We are now at a point where the actions of the last six years convince
most of us that, yes, the coast can be saved, but it can’t be done on the
cheap,"” Foster said.

Foster said he intends to use his upcoming term as chairman of the

Southern Governors Association to push coastal restoration as a

national issue, and he already has begun lobbying President Bush to
. support Coast 2050.

"The president really does not have a good understanding" of coastal
erosion, Foster said. "We're hoping he’ll put the same importance to
funding this effort as there is for restoration of the Everglades and the
Chesapeake Bay."
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Levee boards unite to combat
erosion

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

GALLIANO - Two local levee districts have
officially formed a joint advisory committee to help
combat coastal land loss in the parish.

Ronald Callais, president of the South Lafourche
Levee District, informed commissioners Monday of

the status of that committee.

In early May, the commissioners of the Lafourche

_ Basin Levee District, which includes parts of

Lafourche, Assumption, St. James, St. John the
Baptist and St. Charles parishes, voted to establish the
committee so the districts could identify coastal
restoration projects for the lower Barataria Basin.

The districts share jurisdiction in certain areas south
of the Gulf Intracoastal

Waterway, and the committee, made up of
representatives of both districts, will advise the
Lafourche Basin Levee District on how best to spend
its money in that area.

Earlier this year, the Levee District settled a years-
long dispute with Texaco for environmental damages
to district property in the Hackberry Bay area in
Lafourche Parish.

Of the $10 million settlement, the district has
earmarked $2 million for mitigation of that area,
though it is not yet certain if mitigation is possible,
given the extent of the damage.

“The main purpose of this committee is to look at the
best coastal projects to use the mitigation money from
Texaco,” said Windell Curole, general manager of the
South Lafourche Levee District and secretary of the
Joint Coastal Restoration Projects Advisory
Committee.

i



The districts met officially to form the committee,
with both appointing members.

Lafourche Basin President Aubrey Gravois will serve
as the committee’s chairman, and Callais will fill in
should the chairman be absent from a meeting.
Members of the committee are South Lafourche
Levee District commissioners Joe Leonard and Roy
Gisclair and Lafourche Basin Levee District
commissioners Kenneth Peltier and Carl Bourgeois.

Curole and Randy Trosclair, administrative manager
of the Lafourche Basin Levee District, will serve as
ad hoc committee members and will act as alternate
voting members should any members be absent.

The committee will meet quarterly.

Curole said the committee is gathering information
and photographs of the area to see what, if anything,
can be done to restore the area.

The committee, said Curole, is also looking at
engaging others in the effort, including Denise Reed,
a geologist at the University of New Orleans, who
helped the Lafourche Basin Levee District prepare its
case against Texaco, and the Lafourche Parish Coastal
Zone Management office and Barataria-Terrebonne
National Estuary Program and Estuary Foundation.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily
Comet. She can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail
at katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.

Go to the top of the page
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Ecology Festival Salutes
Estuary’s Culture

On September 29, the
' Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary
Foundation and the Barataria-
- Terrebomme National Estuary
Program will host the annual
' Fete d’Ecologie at Peltier Park in

Thibodaux.

'} The public is invited to attend

the event that will begin with an
estuary parade at 10:30 am.
Participants are encouraged to
dress as a wetlands or wildlife
creature,

The daylong event is guaran-
teed to bave dancing, plenty of
food and booths designed to edu-
cate and entertain children and
- adults as well as a silent auction.
Scheduled events include a visit
- from. the Audubon Institute’s

- Bug Mobile, a duck calling con-

test, a cast pet throwing contest
and much more.

Ethnic dancers are scheduled
to perform from 10:30 am -2 p.
m. Dancers will include Native

* American, Cajun, Isleno, Phillip-
pino, African and Croatian per-

formers.

Children’s tents will feature
an ecologic treasure hunt, flint
knapping, fish printing, an ar-
cheological dig, a shell midden,
crab and fish ponds, plus much
more.

For more information on the
festival or to join in the effort to
improve the quality of life in
Barataria-Terrebonne, call 1-
877-ESTUARY (378-8279) or
log on to thewr website at www.
btnep.org.
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Ecology festival set Sept. 29

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

La Fete d’Ecologie has had some interesting exhibits in its
brief history. ' -

From the Audubon Zoo Mobile to the yields of local fur
trappers, the ecology festival, now in its fifth year, has
worked to bring to light the area’s unique geography,
culture and natural resources.

This year, festival organizers are excited to bring to local
crowds more educational entertainment, beginning with a
live falconry demonstration.

Dating back to the Dark Ages, falconry is the art of training
hawks to pursue and attack wild fowl or game in hunting.

A local falconer will be at the festival throughout the day
educating festival-goers with demonstrations.

“We know we’re going to have a lot more things going on
this year than last year,” said Cullen Curole, administrator
of the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary

Foundation, the nonprofit organization that organizes the
festival. Fairgoers can also learn about estuary inhabitants,
such as hundreds of birds that visit the area each year
during migrations to and from Central and South America.

The Terrebonne Bird Club will be on hand at the festival to
educate people on the significance of the estuary as
migratory bird habitat.

“We want to try to promote our membership in the club and
share our enthusiasm for birding with other people,” said
Lisa Robichaux, president of the club.

The club will also be promoting the Migratory Bird
Celebration, a month-long birding celebration on Grand



.> story

Isle, usually beginning in April.

Migratory birds travel the Mississippi flyway during the
spring when they are coming from Central and South
America north to rest in the United States and Canada. On
their return trip, the birds once again find food and shelter
on Grand Isle.

Ducks Unlimited’s Greenwings program, a youth program
for those under 18 years of age, will also be at the festival.

Begun in 1973, the program stresses the value of wetlands
and the species that depend on wetlands.

This year, the program’s second at the festival, Greenwings
will provide hunting safety lessons, shooting opportunities
for kids and other displays.

“There are always going to be people who like to hunt and
fish, so why not train them early to do it in the right way,”
said Lynette Cortez of the

Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation. “This program
helps ensure young children are environmentally conscious,
and 1t’s a good message to get out there.”

The ecology festival is not only a celebration of the area’s
wildlife, but also-its people.

Fairgoers can learn about the estuary’s cultural history,
including discussions on the use of primitive weapons and
flint-knapping and paddle-making; the migration of people
to other areas after the 1893 and 1915 hurricanes - the
foundation of settlements such as Golden Meadow — and
the impact of the oil and gas industry on the area.

The festival will provide many other opportunities, such as
a children’s tent of activities, as well as local cuisine.

“There won’t be any rides, but there will be things
throughout the day for people to see and do,” said Cortez.

With the additions to the festival, organizers are also
looking for people to help with the festival.

Though they have been happy with volunteer efforts in past
years, they say they will need just as many volunteers this
year. :

“We’re trying to build up our database for other functions
throughout the year as well,” said Cortez. “We’ll call them

htto://www.dailvcomet.com/b5 . html
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for things like tree plantings and the Migratory Bird
Celebration. The main goal is just to get the message out
there.”

The festival will be held this year on from 10 am. to 5 p.m.
Sept. 29 at Peltier Park in Thibodaux. For more
information, contact the Foundation at 447-8092.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina.gaudet@dailvcomet.com.

Go to the top of the page
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Environmental conference set

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

Making science-based decisions on environmental policy is

. the hope of a conference coming to Nicholls State

University next month.

The Environmental Research Consortium of Louisiana, a
non-profit organization aiming to better the environment
through research, education and communication, is
sponsoring its sixth annual Environmental State of the State
conference in Thibodaux Oct. 26. The conference is rotated
around the state each year.

Nicholls State University, the Louisiana Universities Marine
Consortium in Cocodrie and Barataria-Terrebonne National
Estuary Program are helping with the event.

“We hope the conference results in a greater awareness of
environmental research in Louisiana and of the importance
of good science driving policy decisions,” said Harold
Suire, executive director of the Environmental Research
Consortium. “We want good science to be useful in
dictating policy.”

Consortium members are non-profit organizations,
universities, researchers and anyone else interested in the
environment.

Founded in 1992 through funding from Freeport McMoRan,
the Environmental

Consortium seeks to bring scientists, educators and policy
makers together to work on environmental issues.

Though the group began with corporate funding, it is an
independent research organization unaffiliated with Freeport

FAYAW A WAW o YaAYA
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McMoRan.

“There are no strings attached here. One of the reasons we
formed the organization is that it became crystal clear that
we needed to focus on environmental issues in Louisiana
that are holding the state back,” said Robert Thomas, one of
the founding members of the Environmental Research

- Consortium and the chair of environmental communications
at Loyola University in New Orleans. “We need to have
scientists talking about the environment in our state, rather
than people who are not out there doing the basic research.”

The annual conference is one way the organization tries to
bring researchers and the public together.

The focus of the conference is rivers and wetlands, with
discussions focusing on water policy in the state.

Although South Louisiana is not particularly affected by the
drying up of

freshwater aquifers such as in North Louisiana, but it does
have its own water shortage problems, namely saltwater
intrusion.

The conference will touch on these issues, as well as
wetlands loss and its impact on agriculture and fisheries,
restoration, hydrology and economics, including
ecotourism.

“One of the early contributions of the organization is that it
got scientists talking to one another about the need to
address issues in Louisiana that have an economic impact,”
said Thomas. “We think that way a lot more now because
we talked about it a lot then.”

One conference session will focus on the sugarcane
industry, and during the keynote luncheon, Lt. Gov.
Kathleen Blanco will talk about ecotourism in the state.

Conference organizers say teachers could benefit by
attending the conference, which will include educator
workshops for K-12 teachers.

“They will get a lot of hands-on experience, but will also

get to talk with scientists from throughout the state,” said
Suire.

httn://www.dailvcomet.com/c7 . html 09/10/2001
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Environmental Research Consortium is also working on
further expanding its reach.

Recently, former U.S. Sen. J. Bennett Johnston offered the
organization his remaining campaign funds to begin a
scientific research foundation, which has been named after
Johnson.

“The concept is to fund research in Louisiana by
Louisianans that will address issues that will advance our
state,” said Thomas.

There is a registration fee for the conference, and those
interested should call (225) 767-7520.

A limited number of teacher stipends are available.
Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She

can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.

Go to the top of the page
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Cultural

center in
nlannlna‘

By Katina A. Gaudet

StafiWriter

LAROSE - Members of several non-;

profil organizations met this week with
representatives of Tulane University's
Regional Urban Design Center to kick
off a proposed cultural center..

The proposed . center in Larose,
organizers say, will not only house
jocal nonprofit organizations, but will
also help those organizations preserve
Cajun culture through education.

“We hope we've caught the cultural -

(disintegration)-at the right time. We

think we have, and we believe there.

still are some teachers out there,” said
Melanie Boulet, project assistant with
the Bayou Lafourche Initiative, an
effort to strengthen local non-profits
and preserve local culture.

aspect of the initiative and the umbrel-
la under which the organizations unit-
ed, is supported by a grant from EPA’s
Gulf of Mexico Program to-Barataria-
Terrebonne Estuary Fourndation.

Non-profit members will display and .

teach various aspects of Cajun culture,
such as French, -cooking, art,. boat
building, carving and other arts seven
days a week, 12 hours a day.

For groups such as the Cajun
Heritage Festival, a structure such as
the cultural” center, which organizers
anticipate will be about 30,000 square
- feet, is a longstanding aim.

“We've been at it for 25 years hoping
to build a museum,” said Hamilton
Dantin, a member “of the Cajun
Heritage Festival, which brings togeth-
er duck carvers, wildlife artists and

others from all over South Louisiana. .

“Just working on one yearly event is
nearly impossible “That's why we
decided to join forces with other organ-
izations in the area.”

Bob Folse of the Bayou Civic Club,
the governing agency of the Larose
Civic Center and the agency that will
donate the land on which the cultural
center is to be built, agreed.

“We've been thinking about this for _

awhile. We've been wanting this,” said
Folse. “The view of the Larose Civic
Center is the more the merrier, The

maore orouns with an interest.in‘our

Grover M()ulon with  Tulane's
Regional Urban Design Center said
simplicity would be best in the, design
of the proposed center:

“The key to.success is the smaller
the better,” said Mouton; who added
that a facility design would blend in
with the natural landscape of the Civic
Center grounds and resemble the old-
time Cajun homes would work well.

The meeting, however, was only. a
preliminary one, the first between
Tulane and Bayou Lafourche Alliance
members, so no definite cesign will be
decided in the immediate future.

“The mission today ts to see if
there's a way to help and to see what
we can do,” said Mouton. “It's a fact-
finding mission to see if there's a fit

+. (between Tulane and the Alliance).”
‘The Bayou Lafourche Alliance, one " -

Alliance members ave hoping for a
preliminary design for (he bailding's
exterior and its {loor plan by January
and té.use that model in fund-raising.

After that, they hope to hire a com:
mercial architect for a complete desngn
of the proposed cenler, which organiz-
ers estimate will cost about $4 million.
" Organizers are still uncertain of the

exact location of the proposed center,

with talk of having it in three locations
on-the Civic Cenler grounds. They say
they are trying (o keep as much of the
hndecape as possible and w1!l consider
various factors.

Boulet said the proposed center
would be unlike any in the state in that
the center is not a tourtst altraction.

“Bayou Lafourche is blessed with a
powerful economy witli our oil indus-
try, huge shipyards and a strong fish-
ing industry, but we have not devel-
oped our cultural resources,” she said.
“Because of that, we haven’t protected

_our cultural resources either.” A0

Organizers say they know tourists
will come to see the cultural displays in
the center and demonstrations in a pro-
posed 6,000 square foot outdoor pavil-
ion, and that they will find ways to
acconunodate tourists.

But this center is being built prima-
rily for South Louisianans and the
preservation of their culture,

“We're looking to design something
for us, and after that, then plan for oth-

.
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LA JOURNAL: Proposed center will help preserve
culture

Katina A. Gaudet
NYT Regional Newspapers
September 12, 2001

Email this story.

LAROSE Members of several nonprofit organizations met Tuesday
with representatives of Tulane University's Regional Urban Design
Center to kick off a proposed cultural center in Larose.

The proposed center, organizers say, will not only house local nonprofit
organizations, but will also help those organizations preserve Cajun
culture through education.

"We hope we've caughit the cultural (disintegration) at the right time. We
think we have, and we believe there still are some teachers out there,”
said Melanie Boulet, project assistant with the Bayou Lafourche
initiative.

The Bayou Lafourche Alliance, one aspect of the initiative and the
umbrella under which the organizations have united, is supported by a
grant from the EPA's Gulf of Mexico Program to the Barataria-
Terrebonne Estuary Foundation.

Nonprofit members will display and teach various aspects of Cajun
culture, such as French, cooking, art, boat building, carving and other
arts seven days a week, 12 hours a day.

For groups such as the Cajun Heritage Festival, a structure such as the
cuftural center, which organizers anticipate will be about 30,000 square
feet, is a longstanding aim.

"We've been at it for 25 years hoping to build a museum,” said Hamilton
Dantin, a member of the Cajun Heritage Festival, which brings together
duck carvers, wildlife artists and others from all over south Louisiana.
"Just working on one yearly event is nearly impossible. That's why we
decided to join forces with other organizations in the area.”

Bob Folse of the Bayou Civic Club, the governing agency of the Larose
Civic Center and the agency that wili donate the land on which the
cultural center is to be built, agreed.

"The view of the Larose Civic Center is the more the merrier. The more
groups with an interest in our organization, the better we'll be,"” he said.

Alliance members are hoping for a preliminary design for the building's
exterior and its floor plan by January and to use that model in fund-
raising.
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After that, they hope to hire a commercial architect for a complete
design of the proposed center, which organizers estimate will cost
about $4 million.

Organizers say they know tourists will come to see the cultural displays S
in the center and demonstrations in a proposed 6,000-square-foot
outdoor pavilion and that they will find ways to accommodate tourists.

But this center is being built primarily for area residents and the
preservation of their culture.
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¥ a Fete d'Ecologie has had some interest-
ing exhibits in its brief history.

From the Audubon Zoo Mobile to the
A yields of local fur trappers, the ecology fes-
1, now in its fifth year, has worked to bring to
ht the area’s unique geography, culture and
lural resources, '

This year, festival organizers are excited to bring t
-al crowds more educational entertainment, begin-
1g with a live falconry demonstration. .
Dating back to the Dark Ages, falconry is the art of
iining hawks to pursue and attack wild fowl or game in
inting. ‘

4 local falconer will be at the festival throughout the

y educating festival-goers with demonstrations. -

“We know we’re going to have a lot more things going
\ this year than last year,” said Cullen Curole, admin-
trator of the BaratariaTerrebonne Estuary
sundation, the nonprofit organization that organizes
se festival. Fairgoers can'also learn about estuary

thabitants, such as hundreds of birds that visit the area

ach year during migrations to and from Ceniral and

ating our-cultural environment

South America.

The Terrebonne Bird Club will be on hand at
the festival to educate people on the signifi-
cance of the estuary as migratory bird habitat.

“We want to try to promote our membership
in the club and share our enthusiasm for bird-
. ing with other people,” said Lisa Robichaux,
president of the club. : .

The club will also be promoting the Migratory Bird
Celebration, a month-long birding celebration on Grand
Isle, usually beginning in April. ’ )

Migratory birds travel the Mississippi flyway during
the spring when they are coming from Central and
South America north to rest in the United ‘States and
Canada. On their return trip, the birds once again find
food and shelter on Grand Isle.

Begun in 1973, the program stresses the value of wet-
lands and the species that depend on wetlands,

For more informalion, contact the Foundation at 447-

8092.

By KATINA A. GAUDET, NYT Regional
- Newspapers




Project to -
examine oil
| and gas
evolution

The U.S. Department of In-
! terior's Minerals Management
Service, which manages off-
shore oil and gas exploration
. and production in the Guif of

i-Mexico, is Sponsoring a pro-

_ ject to examine the historical

evolution of the offshore oil

» and gas industry and its ef-

. fects on. Louistana's coastal

" culture, economy, landscape,
and soclety.

Local partners in this effort
include the Barataria-Terre-
" bonne National Estuary Pro-

gram, the Barataria-Terre-

bonne Estitary Foundation,

Louisiand Technical College-

Young Memorial Campus.

Nicholls State University, and

parish llbrarl.cs and school

districts.

- We are looklng for people
who have stories to tell. If
you, a family member, or a
friend would ke to be part of
this project, please provide us
with your name, current or
former position, and contact
information via one of these

methods: .

—-Call the Barataria-Terre-
" bonne Estuary. Foundation at
1-877-ESTUARY.

--Leave at any branch of the
Lafourchc Parish "Public Li-
§. brary. B !
: ~--E-mail ' to - ofl-
hist@u.arizona.edu. -
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By SANDRA BARBIER
The Times-Picayune

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — The
roar of two small portable genera-
tors may have temporarily scared
the egrets and herons away from a
steamy salt marsh at Grand Isle,
but soon the lazy quiet will renwrn,
along with the sounds of birds,
frogs, insects and appreciative
bird-watchers.

The Natwe Conservancy of
Louisiana and AmeriCorps recent-

ly joined to -build Grand Isle’s -

newest attraction, a 275-foot board-
walk;, in a project designed to

demonstrate the island’s impor-.

tance to birds.

“I-feel like these projects that
expose the public to nature are
important because we have to get
the public’s ‘backing to preserve
what's left,” said Al Troy, a Nature
Conservancy volunteer and a
retired engineer from Baton

* Rouge.
""The hewboardwalk is part of the ~

Grand Isle Birding Trail, conser-
vancy volunteer director Don
McDowell said. It will connect to a
small levee and boardwalk at the
conservancy’s Lafitte ‘Woods

Preserve, a bird sanctuary just a

- few hundred feet away.

The Jevee and boardwalks will

give visitors a two-mile hike -

through a variety of bird habitats,

. including brush, hardwodod forest

and salt marsh. Officials said they
hope .the trail will eventually

- extend to other parts of the island

as support for habitat conservation

. grows:

The boardwalk is on land owned
by the Grand Isle Port Cammission

Press p hot

Voiunteer chk Chauvm of Baton Rouge aligns one of the
planks for a new 275-foot boardwalk at Grand Isle recently.

at the edge of a proposed new port,
said Jean Landry, the
servancy’s Grand Isle pioject” di-
rector. :

The port commission, conservan-
cy; Entergy and the Barataria-
Terrebonne National Estuary
Program financed construction at
a cost of. about $22,000, including
donated services, she said. An old
car junkyard was cleaned and con-

verted to a parking and picnic area.

- for boardwalk visitors.

“Part of the property was wet-
lands,” commission secretary-trea-
swrer Andy Galliano said. Rather
than battle environmental regula-
tors for permission to cover the 10-
acre site with soil for more port
developmeit, “we decided to work

_ with the conservancy to-develop an

ean- .

educational area,” Galliano said.
The. area will be managed by the

‘nature group under a long-term

agreement thh the commission,

"He said.
The boardwa]l( is sure to bring -

more-tourists, Galliano said.

Grand Isle already is a popular
spot for birders duting the spring
migration, when thousands of birds
pause at the island as they return
from ‘winter grounds in South and
Central America. Thé fourth annu-
al Grand Isle Migratory Bird
Celebration, founded, by the
Orleans Audubon Society ahd
other birding groups outside
Grand Isle, drew about 200 visitars
last spring, Galliane said. b

“The iniportant thing is it educat-

ed the people on the island on how

important the birds wele' hes

The project fits perfectly v
the Nature Conservancy's goal
community-based = conservat
and getting residents te und
stand natural habitat and why

- -should be preserved, McDow

said..

Sixteen volunteers, includi
. nine teen-agers and young adults
the AmeriCorps, a federally spt

" sored public service . progra

worked on the  boardwa
AmeriCorps. workers perform :

to 1,700 hom-s of public .servi
work in 2 year and get tuiti

. vouchers for up 1o $4,700 in retw

for their labor, AmeriCorps on ti

 Bayou Director Ray Savoie said.

-Leon Remont, 18, of Cut Off h:

_spent the summer planting grass
. marshes from Grand Isle to Lak

Pontchartrain.

1t opened his eyes to coastal ex«
sion and other environmental prol
lems.

“A lot of kids don't know what'
going -on in the envn‘onment
Rempnt said. -

! C,orps membexs col
ckberyles and acorns tha
willsbé ‘given to-the staré forestry
office ‘to grow ito seedlings. The
seedlirigs will be planted at Granc
Isle te vestore the island’s:old dak
forest, McDowell said: ‘The hack-
berries will be dried and plarited &t
Grand. Isle or given away at. the
bird festival, Landry said. = -
Chnservaiicy ‘and- town. offlclals
ultunately want youngez genera-
tions o appr ecxate the.island’s nat-
o1l Landry. :said.
Teachers .are already planning; to-
use the boardwalk for scxence and
art claSSes :

o



OIL HISTORY PROJECT
SEEKS VOLUNTEERS
The U.S. Department of Interior’s
| Minerals Management Service, which
manages offshore oil and gas exploration
and production in the Gulf of Mexico, is
.sponsoring a project to examine the his-
torical evolution of the offshore oil and
gas industry and its effects on
Louisiana’s coastal culture, economy,
landscape and society.
Local partners in this effort include the
Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary
Program, the Barataria-Terrebonne
" Estuary. Foundation, Louisiang Technical
"College - - . Young Memorial Campus,
Nicholls State University, and parish
libraries and school districts.
The project is looking for people who
have stories to tell. Contact the Barataria-
- Terrebonne Estuary Foundation at (877)-
ESTUARY, leave personal contact infor-
mation at any Lafourche Parish Public
Library branch, or e-mail the project at
oilhist@u.arizona.edu. 3
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By: ANN WHIIE -

S1arF WRITER

Yhey're actually very pretty -
shiny rich green leaves and
attractive purple flowers -

they look tike many water plants
people ‘would go out and buy for
their water gardens. But these
water’ hycainths are deceptively
destructive. They don't belong in
our ecosystem, and they are still,

despite our best efforts out of con- -

“trol.
Plants such as water hycamth

‘hydrrlla, and salvinia which are not ;

native, intefere with the local ecol-

“ogy in complex and often unpre- -

dictable ways.
" Water hyacinth, a plant native to
Japan, was brought to the U.S. and

distributed to the public at the 1884

Cotton Centennial in New Orleans.
Some were taken home and put into
water gardéns. Some were discard-
ed into ditches. Either way, it

entered the ecosystem of Louisiana -

and has multiplied ever since.
‘Water hyacinth covers the surface
of the water and has a net of thick
‘roots that absorb nutrients.

"As these plants grow, they form

a thick mat that blocks sunlight

from all living things underwater.
Eventually the other plants begin to
decay, oxygen is used up in the
process, and the area beneath these
plants can become anoxic (devoid
of oxygen). This plant has a bul-
bous stem (if you cut it open, it
looks like styrofoam) that assists
floatation and round scooping

o AN Wl W N P.u. 1 s

., water.

....,\

-O'Leary, Nonindigenous Species
‘Coordinator for the Louisiana Sea

/"Controlling  these’ planits ‘is very

. continues.

the

“alarming rate and,

' were gone.

lluv\';i

leaves that work like sails to faciti- |
tate natural movement to new
areas." states Marilyn "Barrett-

Grant College Program at.LSU.-

expensive and labor intensive, and
not particularly effective," O'Leary '
Nutria do eat water
hycanith, but do not make a-_de‘nt_in-'
amount  now -clogging-
Louisiana waterways: '
Another destructive .non- 1nd1ge-
nous plantis hydrllla It has a long,
tendril-like " growth . pattern and
unlike water hycanith, is a sub-
merged ‘plant. It was introduced
into waterways by residents dump-
ing aquarium contents, Once intro-
duced into the wild, it grows at an-
like water
hycanith, often blocks out sunlight
and causes the same anoxic condi-

. tion.

According to Kerry St. Pe of the
Baratarid-Térreborie Estuary
Program, - "It's .
pretty much like
pumping water
through a
sponge.  Here
the sporige being
hydrilla. © You
can't .push’ the '
through
that you could push if a sponge
So, water can intrude
from tidal forces below and it's
impacting seme of our water-sup-
plies." As hydrilla slows the flow

' of water downstream, it ¢an allow

increased salt water up into the
estuary system, throwing off a deli-

U n Gaz eHe

cate balance.

* Giant Salvinia, a type of water
fern which came from South
America, most likely Brazil, can
double its size every week. One

' plant can grow to cover 40 acres
in a year. Experience in other
parts of the world .combiting

the most féaied. new

- found in " many

maintenance.

continued from page 1

How can these plants be erradi-
cated? Some suggestions offered

lay plants on the ground to dry out.
Empty bait buckets-and live wells,

Remember that hydrilla and water
hycanith, reproduce by segmenta-
tion. Chopping them up with boat

Piere Part, LA

g{ptl 2y , 2200\

;

(

Giant Salvinia has-made it one of
invasive
weeds. For years, the Gulf states.
llave battled common salvinia. It
.areas.
‘Controlllng it takes continual

are: clean. off boats when taking
them out of lakes or bayous, and"

leaving plants on the ground to-dry. .

propellers or other means just cause .

IS LG GIIGWiL Wil GIHIVIEWLITTITI L

has covered the ariel view of
migrating ducks' food supply so
much that the ducks sometimes
do not land at all to feed.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4A

In areas to the south, salvinia-

hundreds of more plants to be cre-
ated. - '

These three non-native plants and
many others have provided . hard-
learned lessons in the dangers’ of
introducing "unknown quantities"

- into local ecosystems. ‘Effected }
states of Texas, Louisiana and !
Florida spend millions of dollars i

each year attempting to control the
problem.

@
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Ecology fest

ta hoto by Abby Tabor

Diane Aucoin of Donner, left, and her nephews, Opie Adams, 4,
and Chase Adams, 5, were among the many who gathered at the
sand art booth at Saturday’s fifth annural La Fete d’Ecologie held
at Peltier Park. Click here for story.

Ecology lesson for day, lifetime

Scores of people came out Saturday to learn more about
the ecology, inform the public about the environment in
which they live and to just enjoy themselves.

NSU gets first win of year

It wasn’t pretty, but it was a hard fought win for the

Nicholls State Colonels.

Go to the top of the page
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ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAMS

ANEP UPDATE
NATONAL Emury September 2001

PrROGRAMS
NEP NEWS
In recognition of National Estuaries Day, the Mass. Bays NEP prepared and distributed a "Celebrate the
Bays" calendar of events happening throughout the 49-town/city coastal region. Highlighted events
included whale watches, river cruises, birding trips, lighthouse tours and musical events that encourage
the public to "Get down to where the rivers meet the Bays", and have some fun in their coastal area! In
conjunction with this, the MBP contributed to various regional "volunteer appreciation" events and local
governance committee meetings to thank our volunteers for their invaluable work in supporting the
Program's goals and initiatives.

The Albemarle-Pamlico National Estuary Program (APNEP) is partnering with the National Estuarine
Research Reserve (NERR) in conducting a boat tour of the Rachel Carson component of the NERR site in
Beaufort, North Carolina on October 30", 2001. Participants include APNEP Regional Councils and the
Coordinating Council members as well as media representatives. The tour entitled: "Living Intertidally”
focuses on learning about intertial life and features hands-on opportunities. Following the boat tour, a
private archaeological update pertaining to the artifacts recovered from Blackbeard's ship, the "Queen
Anne's Revenge" (sunk in Beaufort Inlet) will occur at the NC Maritime Museum in Beaufort, NC.

The San Juan Bay Estuary Program would like to introduce its new website. The address is:
http://www.estuariosanjuan.org. Please visit their site to learn more about the San Juan Bay NEP.

The National Geographic film crew visited the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary and other
wetlands adjacent to the Mississippi River to learn more about the problem of land loss and the grass
roots and regional efforts to address their critical problem of coastal wetland loss. "This is the worst
problem we've seen and we have been around the world twice." That was the sentiment in April when the
National Geographic film crew from England and Australia came to Louisiana to film a segment focusing
on Louisiana's coastal wetland loss problem. The magnitude and complexity of the problem astounded the
crew. The program, “Earth Pulse”, was aired on the National Geographic Channel (Direct TV Channel
276) on September 29, 2001. It focused on how communities battle environmental problems in their own
backyards. For more information please contact Sandra Helmuth at (504) 447-0868 or (800) 259-0869.

The Tampa Bay Estuary Program and a host of partner organizations have received a major grant of
nearly $150,000 to assess why seagrasses in some parts of Tampa Bay are not recovering despite
improvements in water quality in areas such as the western shoreline of Old Tampa Bay, where some
1,368 acres of seagrasses disappeared between 1996-1999. Specific components of the research project
include: 1) intensive water quality monitoring to determine whether water clarity is significantly different
in problem areas; 2) intensive seagrass monitoring of reference and problem sites to assess whether the
type, density and abundance of seagrasses differs from among those areas, and if the differences are
related to water quality; 3) analysis of historical maps and photographs to determine whether gains and
losses are related to land use changes in problem areas; 4) use of a sophisticated computer model to
determine whether wave energy is impairing seagrass growth, and whether creation of offshore sandbars’
to blunt the impacts of those waves is a potential solution; and 5) experimental seagrass plantings to
assess which transplant methods are most successful, and what specific physical, chemical or biological
factors limit the success of those transplants.

The 2nd Annual Osprey Sprint Triathlon will be held October 6, 2001 to benefit the Maryland Coastal
Bays Foundation. The sprint distance triathlon includes a half-mile swim in Chincoteague Bay, a 15.2-
mile bike course and a 3.4-mile run on the roads surrounding the area. The course meanders through the



rural countryside of southern Worcester County across from Assateague Island. Proceeds from entrance

fees and a matching fund contribution of up to $30,000 from the Bacardi Family Foundation will help

raise money for the Coastal Bays Foundation. The foundation needs at least 50 volunteers to help direct

traffic, paint numbers on runners and give out water and direct racers. Examples of Corporate donors for v
the fundraiser are: Bacardi, Macky’s Bayside Bar and Grill, The Mansion House, Peninsula Bank, KCoast S
Surf Shop, WalMart, OC Fishing Center, Captains Galley Restaurant, Coaches Dimer and South Moon

Under. Last year the 187 registered participants helped make this event the Foundation’s most successful
fundraiser, raising some $24,000. This year the program expects around 400 competitors. Money raised

from the event pays for education programs and water quality monitoring in the coastal bays.

The Center for the Inland Bays (Delaware Inland Bays Estuary Program) reports: 1) the Inland Bays
Citizen Volunteer Monitoring Program has expanded its efforts and now includes a phytoplankton-
monitoring component. Volunteer monitors have sampled and identified a number of Harmful Algal
Blooms (HARs) in Inland Bays waters including Chattonella; and 2) the Inland Bays Tributary Action

Teams (TATs) have made a number of recommendations to the Delaware Department of Natural
Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) concerning revised on-site sewage systems regulations.

Indian River Lagoon Program: In August 2001, the Smithsonian Marine Station unveiled its
Smithsonian Marine Ecosystems Exhibit. Nestled on the shores of the Ft. Pierce Inlet, the facility features
a 3,000-gallon live display of a coral reef ecosystem and several smaller displays depicting the
remarkable biodiversity of the lagoon, as well as offshore and near-shore habitats. The hope is that
people will leave with a better understanding of how these plants and animals live together and interact
with one another. This unique marine ecosystem exhibit will help the Smithsonian Marine Station to
fulfill its primary goal ‘to the increase and diffusion of knowledge of marine sciences in Florida’,” says
Troy Rice, Director of the Indian River Lagoon National Estuary Program. For more information call
(561) 462-FISH.

Santa Monica Bay Restoration Project will provide nearly $4 Million for Santa Monica Bay Cleanup

and Education. What do an invasive non-native plant, tons of garbage, and an educational center have in R
common? They are the focus of 3 projects — out of a total of 16 — geared toward cleaning up Santa ‘
Monica Bay that have received funding from the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Project (SMBRP). In

March 2000, California voters resoundingly approved Proposition 12, the “Safe Neighborhood Parks,

Clean Water, Clean Air and Coastal Protection Bond Act of 2000” which earmarked $25 million for

restoration of Santa Monica Bay as outlined in the Santa Monica Bay Restoration Plan. Approved by the
California Coastal Conservancy, the funds are awarded by the SMBRP, which reviewed 63 proposals for

the first round of projects. First-round funding totaled $4 million. The second round of projects, which

will get underway shortly, will award another estimated $6 million to support worthy projects. “These

funds will usher in a new era for Santa Monica Bay,” said SMBRP Director Marianne Yamaguchi. She

added that monies from Proposition 12 will complement additional new funding that is now available to
California coastal areas through the Clean Beaches Initiative (CBI). The $34 million plan signed recently

by Governor Gray Davis will fund projects at heavily used beaches throughout the state with the poorest

water quality. Thanks to both Proposition 12 and the CBI, Santa Monica Bay will soon be the recipient of

$20 million in projects that will help keep local beaches clean and improve coastal water quality. “Ten

million dollars in Prop. 12 funds and another $10 million from the CBI will ensure that our beautiful bay

will continue to be a prized natural resource and a dependable comerstone of our regional economy for

years to come,” said Yamaguchi.

MEETINGS

The ANEP/NEP/EPA Fall Meeting will be held November 7 - 10, 2001 in St. Pete Beach, Florida. For

a Registration form and other information please e-mail drvolk@erols.com or visit www.anep-usa.org
ANEP Tel: (703) 333-6150 ANEP FAX: (703) 333-6151 E-mail: drvolk@erols.com
Please visit ANEP’s website: www.anep-usa.org ~
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Ecology lesson for day, lifetime

By Eloria Newell James

Staff Writer

Scores of people came out Saturday to learn more about the
ecology, inform the public about the environment in which
they live and to just enjoy themselves.

Organizers reported this year’s crowd of people attending
the fifth annual La Fete d’Ecologie at Peltier Park tripled
last year’s numbers.

Diane Aucoin of Donner said she came out to the activity
and brought her nephews — Opie Adams, 4, and Chase
Adams, 5 - to learn and have fun.

“We came last year and it was so beautiful, so we came
back again this year,” Aucoin said. “You get to see different
people and activities. It’s fun and you get to learn a lot. It’s
a wonderful event.”

Eleanor George, Audrey Callais and Barbara Chaisson, all
of Cut Off, attended the festival together because they
wanted to support the event and to tell others about their
environment. They are members of the Association for
Family Communication and Education and said the festival
was a great place to support their cause.

“It’s also a wonderful family outing,” Chaisson said. “It’s a
great place to be.”

Lynette Cortez, festival chairman, described the day filled
with activities as “great.”

Cortez said the attendance this year easily tripled last year’s
5,000 attendance.

“We’ve had a wonderful turnout and something going on
everywhere. It’s been a great day. I’'m trying to bring a little
of all our cultures to Thibodaux,” Cortez said. “We have a -
lot going on in South Louisiana.”

Cortez said education is the main purpose for the festival.



story

“Education is the key,” she said. “With all the activities we
have going on, it’s all about educating our young people.
Twenty percent of our population is our children and 100
percent of that number is our future. Therefore, we need to
preserve this for them. It’s going to take education ”

The Davis Pond Project, hurricanes and preparing for
flooding were among the many topics discussed at the
festival, which contained a variety of entertainment and
activity booths.

Jack Fredine, project manager for the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, said the $106.8 million Davis Pond project is
expected to make a major improvement in the area.

Fredine said the project includes a structure that will divert
fresh water from the Mississippi River into the Barataria
Basin. It is expected to divert up to 10,000 cubic feet of
river water from floodgates near Luling, under U.S. 90 and
south into marshes and swamps roughly from Belle Chasse
to the eastern bank of Bayou Lafourche.

The work, which began in 1996, aims to reduce salt levels
from the Gulf of Mexico that have helped destroy the
freshwater marshes, along with fishing and wildlife
habitats.

In addition, the project will restore fresh water cut off from
the marshes after levees were built in the 1930s and 1940s
to protect residents from Mississippi River flooding.

The project will have its biggest effect around Lakes
Salvador and Cataouatche in Jefferson and St. Charles
parishes. But areas as far south as Little Lake in Lafourche
Parish should notice a différence.

The injection of fresh water will eventually increase duck
habitat, improve fishing and boost oyster grounds, though
some farmers have been dislocated and pushed further
south. He said it will, however, likely have no impact on
saltwater intrusion that has affected the drinking-water
supply along southern Bayou Lafourche. Other projects are
being planned to address that.

The project is expected to affect a 1,200-square-mile area —
roughly the size of Rhode Island. But it will only put a
minor dent in Louisiana’s coastal loss.

“Predictions are that this project will reduce land loss by 1
square mile per year,” Fredine told the crowd. “We’re

losing 11 square miles a year in the Barataria Basin.”

Windell Curole, general manger of the South Lafourche
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Want to voice your opinion on proposed water project?

By KATINA A. GAUDET
NYT Regionai Newspapers
October 20, 2001

Email this story.

THIBODAUX — Coastal advocates are asking local residents to voice
their opinions about a controversial project aimed at replenishing area
marshes with fresh water,

The Bayou Lafourche Fresh Water Diversion project would increase the
amount of water from the Mississippi River that flows into the bayou.

Last week, members of the State Wetlands Authority voted
unanimously to allocate $4.5 million of the $9 million needed to get the
design and engineering work under way. Local and state officials are
hoping for a similar vote when the federal task force handling the
project meets Thursday.

Locally, the Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary Program is forming
an action team that will contribute local input as the project nears the
next phase.

"We have been involved with all these discussions and have been
keeping a close watch on all that's been happening on Bayou
Lafourche,” said Kerry St. Pe’, the program’s director. "An action team
is the perfect vehicle to look deeper into this issue and come up with
consensus."

The estimated cost of the project, which would divert 1,000 cubic feet
per second of fresh water into into Bayou Lafourche, has risen
considerably from the initial estimate of $24 million.

Troy Hill of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the project’s
sponsor, said the low-end estimate is now at $78 million.

The increase is due to the need to dredge the channel. Researchers at
Louisiana State University estimate 4 miliion cubic yards of sediment
must be dredged from Bayou Lafourche to protect bayouside residents
from flooding.

"We're at a critical time in Louisiana; we have to do what's right from
Donaldsonville to Leeville," said Windell Curole, chairman of the
Barataria Program’s management conference. "We see this (team) as
either stamping agreement or saying ‘We can’t go that far.” Or we might
not be able to agree but come up with some benefits and negatives and
then let the public decide what’s good or bad.”
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to divert nve‘

By MIKE DUHNE
Advopale staff writet

The State Wetlands Conservation
and Restoration Authonty on
Wednesday committed to paying half

of a $9 million study that will deter-

mmg if Mississippi River water can
‘be diverted into Bayou Lafourche.

The U.S. Environmental Protection’

Agency has been pushing a coastal-
restoration project to divert fresh
water  from the river at
Donaldsonville  into

let of the stsxssxppx about 1,000
years ago. - -

The bayou is now cut ‘off from the
river by the levee system. A pump-

ing statiori puts about 100-180 cubic -
feetof nver water mto the bayou per :

Office of Coastal Affaxrs and chaxr
man of the wetlands authority”
Diversion, _into’ Bayou IAfourche

would help ensure fresh water for.

300,000 people and’ replemsh disap-
pearing marshes, ‘he said. - -

The authority | passed a resohmon
to spend $4.5 million, or half of the
cost of doing the engineering and
design study on hookmg Bayou
Lafourche back up  to the
Mississippi.

" The other half of the engineering
and design cost would be paid for by
the ' federal-state Cpastal Wetlands
Planning, Protection and Restoration
Act program, the primary coastal

~ restoration effort that spends about
$45 million annually on projects in
Louisiana.

The Bayou Lafourche- diversion
project cost could range between $60
million and $90 million. The cost
won't be known until after engineer-
ing and design work, Bahr said, -

The averall cost would be broken

down by the benefit derived accord—

ing to the study, Bahr said.

Assistant  Natural
Secretary Randy Hanchey said the
federal-state Coastal Wetlands
Planning Protection and Restoration

il
i

Ba) ou
Lafourche, which was the main out-"

! X ubic.feet of water a day - ©
inte the bayou Yearround,’ said, Len.’
Bahr, the director of the Govemors ’

Resources )

Act will only pay its 85 percent cost
share for the part of the project that
benefits wetlands. Other benefits
from the project would be paid for
by .other state, federal .and local

» agencies, Hanchey said.

Several’ leg1slators spoke on behalf .

- of the _project before a vote was
_ taken.

State Sen. Reggie Duple D-
Montegut, said af one point last sum-
mer 40,000 pedple were drinking
water with too much sdlt in it. Some
companies - laid off employees-
because of poor watet quality. . ’

“We have been suffering fmm salt-
water intrusion for many years
Dupre told the authority. *

Pumping ‘more -fresh water info ..
Bayou Lafourche should keep’ salt
water from moving up from the Gulf
of Mexico, EPA says.

Further study will make the pro-
ject more acceptable to people, said
State Rep. Roy Quezaire, D-
Donaldsonville. “Community educa-
tion is paramount,” he said.

Sam Becker, an EPA official who
serves on the Tederal-state Coastal

- Wetlands i Planning,. Protection and
" Restoration Act.task force, said the -

federal-state’ program approved the
praject in concept in 1996. Funding -
was hung up as the project was stud-
jed and further refined, he said. ,
-When first approved, the projected *
cost was $24.5 million to divert 2,000
cubic feet of water per second down
the bayou seasonally. That level of
diversion caused concern, and the

. planned flow was halved. '

- But that didn't cut. the cost. By

- 1998, the price tag, including dredg-

ing and real estate acquisitions,
hopped up to $58 nillion:

Engineers have decided that 1,000
feet of water per second can be sent
down the bayou:

To do that, three miles of bulk-
heads would be needed to keep the
banks from eroding and 6.7 million
cubic yards of sediment would have
be dredged from the bayou so it
could carry the increased flow.

Now the price is $78 million to
build, operate and maintain the
diversion.

State Rep. Lou]an Pitre, R-Cut OIt'
said the diversion project is impor-
want to his constituents, who are on
the southern end.

“We view this project as the
absolute test of whether this state is

- serious, about dealing with coastal
‘restoration,” he said. “I{ we can't |
otackle this, we can't'tackle the prob-

Olem »
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Locals attend task force meeting

By Katina A. Gaudet

Staff Writer
NEW ORLEANS — The Bayou Region was well

represented Thursday at the federal task force meeting that
propelled a local freshwater diversion project forward.

Many locals showed up to voice their support of the Bayou
Lafourche

Freshwater Diversion project and to urge members of the
Coastal Wetlands

Planning, Protection and Restoration task force to proceed
with funding for design and engineering work on that
project. Task force members voted unanimously to proceed.

“The natives are getting restless,” said state Rep. Loulan
Pitre Jr., R-Cut Off, on the mounting urgency for the
project’s progression. “Not only does this project have to go
forward, but it has to go forward urgently. The political and
symbolic significance of your vote here today cannot be
overstated ... We want our bayou back.” :

Tom Bingham, manager of Valentine Paper, said the mill is
once again contending with high levels of chloride this year
in Bayou Lafourche.

Chloride Ievels have risen to 850 parts per million during
the past two weeks, but the mill can produce its specialty
grades of paper with water from Bayou Lafourche only
when chloride levels are below 200 parts per million. -

“This is a crucial first step,” said Bingham of the task
force’s vote. “It’s very important for the state Legislature
and state government to take up this position, and they have
done that.” '

Earlier, state Rep. Roy Quezaire Jr., D-Donaldsonville,
pledged his support of the project some of his constituents
initially viewed with some trepidation.

In that area, the bayou is much narrower than at its end in
South Lafourche and it has been filling with sediment,
leaving the upper channel much shallower.

- A A A
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Officials hope the project will benefit 85,000 acres of marshes, mostly in

Lafourche and Terrebonne parishes, and save 1,000 acres from loss. It

would also, proponents say, help the area combat its problems with N
saltwater intrusion and ensure a reliable drinking water supply. ’

Meanwhile, state legislators representing the areas in the project - four
senators and seven representatives — are working to establish their own
task force to further the project, said state Rep. Loulan Pitre Jr., vice
chairman of the Barataria program’s management conference.

"We want to keep our eyes on this and build a coalition from
Donaldsonville (south) so when there is a push for funding for this
project, we can make sure that happens,” said Pitre.

For information or to join the action team, the Barataria program, based
at Nicholls State University, at 447-0868.

1nfo Desk
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some extent, though more is needed, and plans are in the
works to rebuild the live oak and hackberry forests that
once dominated the island.

The Nature Conservancy already owns 13 acres of forest on
the island and holds cooperative agreements with
ExxonMobil and Louisiana State University for another 36
acres, which are being reforested.

The Nature Conservancy is also working with the Port
Commission to expand its operations.

Landry said last year’s plantings, because of drought and
other conditions, resulted only in a 20 percent survival rate,
but that this year’s plantings are doing considerably better.

Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She
can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina.gaudet(@dailvcomet.com.
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after a time, the islands themselves begin to disappear,
leaving only a shell of their former selves.

The erosion of Grand Terre 1s not a recent phenomenon, N
workshop speakers said, and for some time now, state and

federal agencies have worked not only to stop land loss on

the island, but to protect structures of historical significance

such Fort Livingston, a Civil War-era fort there.

“We’ve found records of the enlisted men stationed there
complaining of water coming into the fort,” said Joan
Exnicious, an archaeologist with the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers. Along with erosion chipping away at its borders,
the fort, which was abandoned i 1880, has experienced
some subsidence as well.

Though the fort itself acts as a hard structure protecting the
island somewhat

from erosion, erosion has still had its way, compromising
the mtegrity of the island and its many historical remnants,
such as the remains of the fort, the Jean Lafitte settlement
and Forstall Plantation, an old sugar plantation on the
1sland.

State and federal agencies have worked to complete

restoration projects on the island, and the corps and the state ‘
have been working to build an underwater structure to N
protect the fort. '

Though projects aimed at stopping land loss on the islands
are beneficial and necessary, workshop speakers said,
projects on one barrier island can often have an adverse
effect on a nearby island, making restoration efforts all the
more difficult.

“When we do something that has positive impacts on the
erosion rates in Grand Isle, that has negative effects on the
erosion rates of Grand Terre,” said Schexnayder.

Some projects combating erosion of Grand Isle are its
breakwaters along the beach side of the island, which the
corps constructed, and the sand dune parallel to the beach
that acts as a levee.

Factoring in annual maintenance to date, the cost of
constructing and maintaining the sand dune exceeds more
than $30 million, said Irvin Richoux, president of the Grand
Isle Port Commission. Each year, Grand Isle spends about
$50,000 to maintain the sand dune.

Jean Landry, a Grand Isle resident who heads the Nature
Conservancy of Louisiana’s field office on the island, said

the rock jetties at the state park have helped with erosion to

Wt/ faxrarsr Aarlvernmat ram /AR kit 1N/Q/1
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State knows what solution is to
erosion

By Katina A. Gaudet
Staff Writer

GRAND ISLE - Coastal restoration advocates say the state
is not in the dark about what it would take to counter its
ongoing land loss problem.

“We know what the solution is, (but) we need the will, the
money and the cooperation to make it happen,” said
Rebecca Triche, deputy director of the Coalition to Restore
Coastal Louisiana of Coast 2050, a state and federal plan
for comprehensive restoration of Louisiana’s coastline.
“This is meant to educate people about coastal erosion and
about what we can do about it to

achieve some sustainability of our coast.”

“This” is one of a series of coastal wetlands workshops that
the coalition has organized and the Barataria-Terrebonne
national Estuary Program and Jefferson Parish Department
of Environmental Affairs have funded.

The workshop, which was held Saturday and centered on
South Louisiana’s barrier islands, was the first coalition
workshop to focus on Grand Isle — the state’s only inhabited
barrier island - and its neighbor Grand Terre.

The two islands were once a part of a large chain of barrier
islands protecting South Louisiana, but because of changes

in hydrology, they and others are experiencing high rates of

erosion, with Grand Terre, once the home of the pirate Jean
Lafitte, now separated from itself by large passes cutting
through the island.

“Grand Terre used to be bigger than Grand Isle, and 200
years ago, Grand Terre was all one island, but the island is
taking a beating from both its front and back sides,” said
Mark Schexnayder of the LSU AgCenter. Barrier islands
are the end results of deltaic processes — the building up a
land over time as rivers deposit sediment to create a delta,
and when a river changes its course, the once-active delta
begins to separate from its barrier islands to the south, and

]
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Donaldsonville, a tour of the pump sta-
tion there that controls the flow of fresh
water from the Mississippi River into
the bayou and a trip to the Sunshine
Festival.

The paddling legs of the &rip begin
Nov. 3. The legs will consist of:

e Nov. 3:° 16 miles
nnqnlﬂennmﬂp to Nann]enn‘nﬂp

e Nov.
to Thibodaux;

¢ Nov. 5: 19 miles from Thlbodaux to
Lockport;

from

¢ Nov. 6: 11 -r'mles from Lockport to -

Larose.’ _

Along the way, participants, who will
work at a pace of about three miles per
hour, will stop at various locations for
food, culture and entertainment, iniclud-

ing stops for talks on native plants and .

wildlife, farming along the. bayou’s
banks, traditional . boat bulldmg and
Cajun music.
~ InThibodaus, participants W111 stop at
the Acadian Wetlands Cuitural Center,
Jean Lafitte National Historic'Park and
Preserve for local musician Leroy
Martin’s “History. 6f Cajun Music.”
“This is all about-what our mission is,”
said- Angela Rathle, site supervisor of
‘the Acadian Wetlands Cultural Center
* “We're about preserving the culture and
natural histor'y of the Mississippi Delta,
and this revisifing of Bayou Lafourche
as being of cultural and historical impor-
tance is exactly in line with what we're
‘trying to do.”
The bayou has, in recent years, been
the obiject of cleanup efforts, from the
- Greater Lafourche Port Commission
- removing derelict vessels to the Bayou
Lafourche Fresh Water District work-
ing"to get residents ‘to clean up the
bayou to- anti-itter groups such as Les
Reflections du Bayou cleaning up its
banks and roadsides. )
+ “Thisis a public awareness adventure
to highlight Bayou lafourche as an
important feature in our environment
and our community that peoplé have
igniored and, in some manner, abused,”

said Cullen .-Curole, administration of -

the BaratariaTerrebonne Estuary
Foundation. “We want to highlight both
its beauty and the abuses to encourage
people to take an active role in protect-

4: 16 miles from Napoleonvﬂle _

" frequently ask if they can rent’

. ing the bayou.”

- Those involved say much more atte
tion to Bayou Lafourche is neede
given.its problems with silt and aqua
vegetation. hindering water flow dov
stream and the area’s need |
increased water flow down Ray
Lafourche:

“The bnvmx hag evolved fn what it
now by just things happening, withc
any real thought on our part” s
Windell Curole, chairman of BTNEI
management conference. “Hopeful
. this trip will get people looking at t
bayou again- (in terms of) the most be
efits we can make of it for the people
Donaldgonville, the people who li
along the banks and the people who li
.all the way to Leeville.”

Organizers also hope the upcomi
pirogue trip will lead to more oppor:
nities for the area’in terms of e
tourism. |

“This area is.not developed for e
tourism, and it could be;” said Boulet

Staff at the Lafourche Parish Tour
Commission in Raceland say touris
28
tour area waterways, but said .__.ar
does not really have those outlets.
~ John Steibe, chairman of the R
River Division of the American Can
Association, the division under whi
Louisiana falls, said-his organization
looking" at establishing a program
classify waterways as canoeing trails.

Steibe, and poessibly others with t
organizatien, will participate an the fr

If Bayou Lafourche were to be clas
fied as a canoeing trail, it would he
establish canoeing ventures in the are

“This is still very preliminary. Tt
first trip is to take a look at the area &
see if there is the possibility of it becos
ing a canoe trail,” said Steibe, “We’
interested in helping projects like the
along and working with the communi
to help people reclaim their waterway
Bayou Lafourche is a big part of the h
tory of that region, and it should !
reclaimed, preserved and enjoyed ]
people.”

For more mfermation about reglsté
ing for the event, contact the Baratar
Terrebonne Esmary Foundatlon at

877-ESTUARY.
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“This is still very preliminary. This first trip is to take a
look at the area and see if there is the possibility of it
becoming a canoe trail,” said Steib. “We’re interested in
helping projects like these along and working with the
community to help people reclaim their waterways. Bayou
Lafourche is a big part of the history of that region, and it
should be reclaimed, preserved and enjoyed by people.”

For more information about registering for the event,
contact the Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation at 1-
877-ESTUARY.

There are registration fees for select events.
Katina A. Gaudet is a staff writer for the Daily Comet. She

can be reached at 448-7614 or by e-mail at
katina.gaudet@dailycomet.com.
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exactly in line with what we’re trying to do.”

The bayou has, in recent years, been the object of cleanup

efforts, from the Greater Lafourche Port Commission N
removing derelict vessels to the Bayou Lafourche Fresh ' ‘
Water District working to get residents to clean up the

bayou to antilitter groups such as Les Reflections du Bayou

cleaning up its banks and roadsides.

“This is a public awareness adventure to highlight Bayou
Lafourche as an important feature in our environment and
our community that people have ignored and, in some
manner, abused,” said Cullen Curole, administration of the
Barataria-Terrebonne Estuary Foundation. “We want to
highlight both its beauty and the abuses to encourage people
to take an active role in protecting the bayou.”

Those involved say much more attention to Bayou
Lafourche is needed, given its problems with siltation and
aquatic vegetation hindering water flow downstream and
the area’s need for increased water flow down Bayou
Lafourche.

“The bayou has evolved to what it is now by just things

happening, without any real thought on our part,” said

Windell Curole, chairman of BTNEP’s management

conference. “Hopefully, this trip will get people looking at 7
the bayou again (in terms of) the most benefits we can make

of it for the people of Donaldsonville, the people who live

along the banks and the people who live all the way to

Leeville.”

Organizers also hope the upcoming pirogue trip will lead to
more opportunities for the area in terms of ecotourism.

“This area is not developed for ecotourism, and it could be,”
said Boulet.

Staff at the Lafourche Parish Tourist Commission in
Raceland say tourists frequently ask if they can rent canoes
to tour area waterways, but said the area does not really
have those outlets.

John Steib, chairman of the Red River Division of the
American Canoe

Association, the division under which Louisiana falls, said
his organization is looking at establishing a program to
classify waterways as canoeing trails.

Steib, and possibly others with his organization, will
participate on the trip in November.

If Bayou Lafourche were to be classified as a canoeing trail,
it would help establish canoeing ventures in the area.
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very scenic, wooded and serene, but as we go further south,
we really begin to see the character changing as we start
seeing the fishing boats.

There’s more evidence of the bayou as a working bayou.”

And although Bayou Lafourche is narrow in
Donaldsonville, where a set of siphons connects it to the
Mississippi River, it widens as it eventually makes its way
into the salt marshes of South Lafourche.

The pirogue event is one of four being funded through a
grant from the state
Department of Environmental Quality.

Other projects include collecting oral histories at schools
along Bayou Lafourche, organizing a photography contest
and a symposium to establish what people want the bayou
to look like within the next 20 years.

The pirogue trip, the first of these events, will take place
from Nov. 2 to Nov. 6, and will begin with a rally in
Donaldsonville, a tour of the pump station there that
controls the flow of fresh water from the Mississippi River
into the bayou and a trip to the Sunshine Festival.

The paddling legs of the trip begin Nov. 3. The legs will
consist of

-- Nov. 3, 16 miles from Donaldsonville to Napoleonville;
-- Nov. 4, 16 miles from Napoleonville to Thibodaux;

-- Nov. 5, 19 miles from Thibodaux to Lockport;

-- Nov. 6, 11 miles ﬁorﬁ Lockport to Larose.

Along the way, participants, who will work at a pace of
about 3 mph, will stop at vanious locations for food, culture
and entertainment, including stops for talks on native plants
and wildlife, farming along the bayou’s banks, traditional
boat building and Cajun music.

In Thibodaux, participants will stop at the Acadian
Wetlands Cultural Center, Jean Lafitte National Historic
Park and Preserve for local musician Leroy Martin’s
“History of Cajun Music.”

“This is all about what our mission 1is,” said Angela Rathle,
site supervisor of the Acadian Wetlands Cultural Center
“We’re about preserving the culture and natural history of
the Mississippi Delta, and this revisiting of Bayou
Lafourche as being of cultural and historical importance is
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