Abstract

Particulate matter (PM)-associated metals can contribute to adverse cardiopuimonary effects

- following exposure to air pollution. The aim of this study was to investigate how variation in the
composition and size of ambient PM collected from two distinct regions in Mexico City relates to
toxicity differences. Male Wistar Kyoto rats (14 wk) were intratracheally instilled with chemically
characterized PM10 and PM2.5 from the north and PM10 from the south of Mexico City (3
mg/kg). Both water-soluble and acid-leachable fractions contained several metals, with levels



