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The introduction of Dreissena to the Great Lakes has profoundly impacted benthic ecosystems, resultin

m the decline of native species and dramatic community restructuring. In Lake Ontario, long-term monitorit
has yielded a wealth of detailed information regarding both the expansion of Drefssena and the changes

1 has wrought on the benthos. From 1998 to 2008, the rapid proliferation of D. bugensis has been
accompanied by an increase in the number of deposit feeders such as oligochaetes and chironomids, a
well as marked decreases in populations of Diporefa, sphaerid clams, and gastropods. A significant
decrease in benthic species richness has also been observed. Continued monitoring is necessary in or.
to fully understand the long-term repercussions of Dreissena's impact on native benthic fauna.
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