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The Millennium Ec o s y s t em Assessment produced a compe l ling synthesis of the
globa l value of ecosystem services to human we l l -being . Whi le the MEA was a
crit ical , i nit i al step to demonstrate the potent ial f o r assessing globa l t r e nd s
i n ecosystem services , it i s important to note that the MEA d id not attempt to
d own- s c a l e s uch assessments to regiona l or even national scales of analys is , no r
d id it a ttempt to create methods a nd tools t o support decis ion-makers at any
l e vel of governance , industry, or citizen action. A new research perspective
focusing on ecosystem services is needed i n which we def ine ecosystem services
as the products of ecological functions or processes that direct ly or indirectly
cont ribute t o human well -being , o r have the potent ia l to do so in the f u ture .
This approach can easily be applied t o an Ind ex of Human Wel l-Being . The vision
o f this approach would be to contribute to a holist ic , comprehensive theory and
practice for c haracte r iz ing , quantifyi ng , and va lui ng ecosys tem services and t o
ensure t ha t their relationship to human well-being i s consistent ly incorporated
into environmenta l decision making . Building upon indicators lin ki ng ecosystem
services to human and community health , both ecosystem and placed based
informat ion could be u s e d t o develop a u . S . measure of human we l l -being. This
measure would expand the interpretation of ecosystem service indicators into an
overa l l quality of l i f e measurement fo r environmental decision support .


