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Abstract: 

Q: Do the provisions of the New Source Performance Standards for Equipment Leaks of 
VOC from Onshore Natural Gas Processing Plants (40 CFR 60 Subpart KKK), apply to 
facility modifications regarding seven rich-burn reciprocating compressor units which were 
replaced by four lean-burn reciprocating compressor units? 

A: Subpart KKK is applicable to new or modified compressors provided they are in VOC 
service or in wet gas service. However, for this rule a piece of equipment, including a 
compressor, is considered not in VOC service if it can "...be determined that the percent 
VOC content can be reasonably expected never to exceed 10.0 percent by weight." The 
standard does not apply to the compressors, because they process gas with less than 10.0 
percent VOC. The standards, however, will apply to certain inlet and separation facilities, 
but not to the cooling facility. 

Letter: 

June 10, 1997


Mr. Michael J. Tarrillion

Vastar Resources, Incorporated

15375 Memorial Drive

Houston, Texas 77079


Re: Standards of Performance for Equipment Leaks of Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC) 

from Onshore Natural Gas Processing Plants 40 CFR Part 60, Subpart KKK 


Dear Mr. Tarrillion:


This letter is in response to your request dated February 2, 1995, regarding the applicability 

determinations of New Source Performance Standards (NSPS), 40 CFR Part 60, Subpart 

KKK on modifications made at the Silsbee Gas Plant, Hardin County, Texas, during 1992. 


As a modification, seven rich-burn reciprocating compressor units were replaced by four 

lean-burn reciprocating compressor units. Under Subpart KKK, new or modified 

compressors are applicable to the rule (40 CFR 60.630[a]) provided they are in VOC 

service or in wet gas service. However, for this rule a piece of equipment, including a 

compressor, is considered not in VOC service if it can "...be determined that the percent 

VOC content can be reasonably expected never to exceed 10.0 percent by weight." The 

standard does not apply to the compressors, because they process gas with less than 10.0 

percent VOC. Furthermore, reciprocating compressors in wet gas service are exempt from 

the requirements of 40 CFR 60.482-3. As a result of these findings, the compressors are 

not affected facilities nor applicable to Subpart KKK. 


With regards to the inlet facilities, they are applicable to Subpart KKK under 60.630(e): 


"...dehydration unit, sweetening unit, underground storage tanks, field gas gathering 

system, or liquefied natural gas is covered by the subpart..." 


The separation facility is also applicable under the same rule since it is able to operate 

independently as a unit. The cooling facility is also able to function as an independent unit, 

but is not applicable to Subpart KKK. 


This concludes our evaluation of your request. We trust this letter will provide you with 

sufficient guidance to make appropriate decisions. If you have any further questions, please 

contact Ms. Wendy Jacques at (214) 665-7395. 


Sincerely yours,


/s/


John R. Hepola

Chief

Air Toxics and Inspection

Coordination Branch


cc: Mr. Troy Dalton, TNRCC

Mr. Mike Wilhoit, TNRCC

Ms. Jeanne Philquist, TNRCC



