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Abstract: 

Q: Is an amine treating unit (ATU) drain system that does not have a junction box covered 
by the regulatory definition? 

A: The affected facility is subject to the regulation regardless of the drain system's lack of a 
junction box. 

Letter: 

February 3, 1997

Jim Veach

Fina Oil and Chemical Company

P.O. Box 2159

Dallas, TX 75221


Dear Mr. Veach:


This is in response to your determination request letter dated November 20, 1996, 

regarding the applicability of 40 CFR Part 60, Subpart QQQ, as it applies to Fina's Port 

Arthur amine treating unit (ATU) located in Port Arthur, Texas. 


In your letter you stated that Fina's ATU has a completely hard-piped drain system which 

drains to two storage tanks functioning as oil/water separators. You noted that within this 

drain system, Fina has an underground collection tank, in which VOC emissions are vented 

to a carbon absorber system for control. You also stated that the Texas Natural Resource 

Conservation Commission cited Fina for violation of 40 CFR 60.695(a)(3) for failure to 

continuously monitor the VOC concentration level from this carbon absorber system. You 

further related that the issue in dispute is how the term "individual drain system" definition of 

40 CFR Part 60, Subpart QQQ applies to the ATU drain system. You also explained that 

based on this definition, an individual drain system is comprised of four primary parts: 

process drains, associated sewer lines, junction boxes, and oil/water separators. You 

further stated that if any one of these parts is absent, the system cannot, by definition, 

constitute an individual drain system and is therefore not subject to the regulation, and that 

this definition clearly requires that to be a regulated drain system that, at a minimum, a 

process drain must be connected to a downstream junction box. You concluded by stating 

that the ATU drain system does not have a junction box, therefore the ATU drain system 

should not be covered by the regulatory definition. 


Based on the narrative information you provided, we believe that the individual drain system 

you described is an affected facility and must comply with all applicable provisions of 40 

CFR Part 60, Subpart QQQ, which includes 60.692-5 - Standards: Closed vent systems 

and control devices, 60.695 - Monitoring of operations, specifically 60.695(a)(3), and 60.697 

- Recordkeeping requirements. The definition of a completely closed drain system, as 
stated in 60.691, means an individual drain system that is not open to the atmosphere and 
is equipped and operated with a closed vent system and control device complying with the 
requirements of 60.692-5. In conclusion, simply because an individual drain system does 
not have a junction box does not make the affected facility not subject to the regulation. 

We have coordinated your request with the appropriate technical staff at EPA's Office of Air 

Quality Planning and Standards in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina and the Office of 

Enforcement and Compliance Assurance in Washington, D.C. Should you need any 

additional information regarding this matter, please contact me at (214) 665-7220, or Mr. 

Tony Robledo of my staff at (214) 665-8182. 


Sincerely yours,


/s/ 


John R. Hepola

Chief

Air/Toxics and Inspection Coordination Branch 


cc: Jeff Grief, TNRCC

Troy Dalton, TNRCC

Keith Sheedy, TNRCC

Lisa Newcombe, TNRCC

Adele Noel, TNRCC

Marion Everhart, TNRCC, Region 10

Jannetta Bowden, Fina

Leon Oliver, Fina



